2021-2022
Officers
Exalted Ruler
Nikki Shannon, PER, PSP
Leading Knight
Harvey Lewis, PER
Loyal Knight
Tami Mohammed
Lecturing Knight
Chelsey Seippel
Esquire
Aaron Holbrook, PER
Inner Guard
Walker Johnson
Tiler
Linda Thompson
Secretary
Zane Gray
Treasurer
Ron Shannon, PER, PSP

Chaplain
Pam Lewis
Trustees
John Neumann, Chair
Chris Knaup
Rob Radig
Board of Directors
Ron Shannon, PER, PSP
Nikki Shannon, PER, PSP
Tami Mohammed
Chelsey Seippel
John Neumann
Chris Knaup

Exalted Rulers Corner
Happy September!!! Soon
we will be watching the
trees change and Mother
Nature getting ready for a
new season. This year is
flying by.
We are getting ready for
the WEA Fall Conference
to be held in Appleton
September 17-18. Remember if you are on a
committee you need to be
present and attend the
meetings. They are very
informative so you can
bring back information to
share with us all. Hope to
see you there.
This is also the Conference
that the Grand Exalted
Ruler comes to visit Wisconsin and we need to
show him our great Wisconsin hospitality!! As
some of you have read
GER Bruce Hidley is having
some health issues. He is
in the hospital for surgery.
Please keep him and his

family in your thoughts and
prayers.
On a positive note our
lodge donated $50 Rotary
Christmas Lights and with
that donation the Beaver
Dam Elks will get mentioned on the radio. Also
we donated moneys to the
pregnancy coalition of Beaver Dam. We are trying to
keep our name out there in
the community.

team that we may be
struggling but we are not
defeated yet. We do
need to get more members and more participation for events from everyone. Talk to your family, friends, coworkers
about what we do and
We held our first brat fry at
ask them to join. We
Piggly Wiggly with the proneed to grow in numbers
ceeds going to the newly
and enthusiasm.
formed Beaver Dam Legacy
Scholarship. The finalizaEnjoy the September coltion of this scholarship is
ors and weather and look
still in the works but we
forward to seeing you.
already have over $1,200 in
the fund. The more it
Fraternally,
grows the more kids we
Nikki Shannon
can help to further their
ER / PSP
education.
We have our annual District Deputy Visit on September 6. Let’s show his
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Committee Chairs 2022-2023

The Lodge-Istics is published
monthly by Beaver Dam
Elks Lodge #1540, PO Box
96, Beaver Dam, WI 539160096. Subscription paid
automatically as part of
annual membership dues.
Submission of an article or
photo should be sent to
Editor, Lodge-Istics at the
address above or emailed to
elkslodge1540@gmail.com
Deadline for submissions is
the 15th of the month

preceding publication.

Accident Prevention
Americanism
Audit/Accounting
Christmas Baskets
Community Activities
Constitution Contest
Drug Awareness
Flag Day Coordinator
Fundraising
Fraternal
Government Relations
Hoop Shoot
Indoctrination
Legalized Gaming
Lodge Activities
Lodge Historian
Lodge Morale Officer
Membership/Lapsation
Memorial Day
National Foundation
Veterans Service
Officer Training
Publicity/Public Relations
Relief
Ritual
Scholarships
Super Bowl Raffle
State Major Project
Visitation
Youth Activities

Aaron Holbrook, PER, PVP, PDDGER
Aaron Holbrook, PER, PVP, PDDGER
Rob Radig, ER, PER, PSP
Aaron Holbrook, PER, PVP, PDDGER
Nikki Shannon
Rob Radig, ER, PER, PSP
Pat Tabb
Harvey Lewis, PER
Ron Shannon, PER, PSP

920-210-3178
920-210-3178
920-344-8093
920-210-3178

Mark Born
PER Association
Harvey Lewis, PER
Board of Directors
Rob Radig, ER, PER, PSP
Pat Tabb
Ron Shannon, PER, PSP

920-210-1808

Aaron Holbrook, PER, PVP, PDDGER
Harvey Lewis, PER
Rob Radig, ER, PER, PSP
Aaron Holbrook, PER, PVP, PDDGER
Board of Directors
Rob Radig, ER, PER, PSP
Ron Shannon, PER, PSP
Harvey Lewis, PER

920-210-3178
920-296-0551
920-344-8093
920-210-3178

Rob Radig, ER, PER, PSP
Rob Radig, ER, PER, PSP

920-344-8093
920-344-8093

Lodge Statistics
Final ENF Report thru 08/23/2022

Lodge Number: 1540
Members (as of 4/01/2021): 34
Per-Capita Donations: $20.61

#2 in the State
37th in the Nation.
Way to go !

920-344-8093
920-885-3855
920-296-0551
608-393-4747

920-296-0551
920-885-3855
920-885-3855
608-393-4747

920-344-8093
920-210-3178
920-296-0551
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Community Events
Please send all your
community events to
me as soon as possible, so I can include
them on our calendar
– both in print and
online.

3

*Turning 65?
*Retiring?
*Moving?
Give us a call to help you with your
Health Ins, Life Ins, and Annuity needs
To Learn more, visit our website:
harveylewisagency.com or follow us on Facebook

Harvey Lewis Insurance Agency
211 Corporate Dr, Ste B, Beaver Dam

Keeping you
anchor ed for succ ess

(920)887-7020

September
6th Jerry Cypert
8th John Neumann

26th Nikki Shannon
October
10th Jeffrey Ritchart
29th Clarence Knaup

Wisconsin Technical College Scholarship
Every Elks Lodge in the state of WI has been allotted one
$500 award. This program is open to any prospective student
planning to pursue an eligible vocational/technical program
at the technical college regardless of age, gender, or any other protected class. To apply, go to www.wielks.com/
publications-forms/forms/ where you can download/print
out the application. Follow scholarship instructions and return to the closest Elks Lodge.
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Fundraiser for Elks Lodge 1540
VETERAN’S CENTER WISH LIST
We are looking for an outside 30’ heavy duty one piece flagpole and American
flag , an inside American flag and stand; 32” flat screen TV and TV wall mount
system; and a picnic table.
PERSONAL CARE ITEMS
Toothbrushes/holders, toothpaste, dental floss, toilet paper, foot powder, shampoo, conditioner, brushes, combs, disposable shavers, shaving cream, lotion, bar
soap, liquid hand soap, baby oil, denture-bath cleaner/adhesive, deodorant,
Vaseline, bath towels/washcloths, finger nail/toe nail clippers, bar soap holder/
container, body wash.
LAUNDRY ITEMS
Fabric softener sheets, laundry bags (mesh type), sewing kits, laundry detergent
(powder), plastic clothes hangers.
RECREATIONAL ITEMS
Model kits, craft kits, phone cards, board games, movies, crossword puzzles,
pens, pencils, envelopes, stamps, socks and red chalk, nine ball rack, pool stick
repair kit, stationary, books, greeting cards, exercise mats, bicycles (26”), bicycle
tire repair kits, 26” tires for bikes, bicycle racks, DVD movies and books.
CLOTHING
Used clothing in good condition is also acceptable, house slippers
(sizes 8-13), T-shirts (sizes S-4XL), tennis shoes, underwear (sizes s-4xl), athletic
shoes (sizes 8-13), winter hats, gloves, coats, men’s jeans (waist sizes 32-48),
shower shoes/flip flops (M,L, XL), men’s robes, men’s pajamas.
FEMALE CLOTHING
Cash donations preferred due to limited storage space and size requirements.
HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES
Sugar and sugar substitute, coffee mugs (plastic). Pillows, pillow protectors.
While donations are always welcome, please call Harvey Lewis at 920-887-7020
or 920-296-0551 before making any donations. Cash donations are always needed and welcomed. As always, the residents and staff thank you for your kind
thoughts and generous support.

We have been taking advantage of the Kwik Trip
Scrip Card Program for quite a while now and it is
going very well. We have purchased an allotment
of Scrip Card from Kwik Trip and the cards are
available directly from PER Harvey Lewis. The
great part is that the Elks Lodge receives a
percentage for every dollar of the Scrip card you
purchase. Why not purchase from us and help
support your Lodge by doing what you do every
day? Call Harvey to help the Elks keep up the
good work we all do!

Sickness & Distress
Ron and Nikki Shannon’s Grandsons leg is
doing better.

Tami’s Mohammed’s daughter is getting out
of Domestic violence situation.

Our Commitment to Veterans

Meeting pot winner:

When it comes to serving veterans, the Elks have a long and
storied tradition of being there when they were needed most.
Since we began, the needs of military members and returning veterans have continued to change, and the Elks have
adapted to those needs, remaining an ever-present ally to
those who have served this country.
In 1946, the Elks National Veterans Service Commission
was formally established, formalizing the Elks’ commitment
to serving veterans. The ENVSC is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) tax
-exempt organization, and operates thanks to a generous
grant from the Elks National Foundation.

08/16/2022
Chelsie Seippel-not present

God bless,
Zane Gray, Secretary
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A playbook for adding new Members
By Rick Gathen, Membership Marketing Manager
1. Ask every Member to submit three prospects to the membership chair and receive the GER Award Pin.
2. Assign every Chair Officer to a five-person recruitment team, and each team brings in at least five new Members.
3. Pass out M&M candy to remind Members that “Membership Matters” and that we need “More Members.”
4. Distribute extra copies of The Elks Magazine to waiting rooms, etc.

Reno | July 16 - 19, 2017

5. Hold wine and cheese receptions for prospective Members.
6. Build a Lodge website and social media page.
7. Create more fun at your Lodge.
8. Lead by example. How many Members have you recruited?
9. Hold recruiting events with the entire district.
10. Place an invitation card in the hand of every Member to remind them to bring a guest.
11. Produce Lodge flyers and have available in the Lodge. Hand to non-members during community events.
12. In your Exalted Ruler message, encourage Members to bring guests every month.

13. Ask your Lodge Secretary to run a list of all former Members dropped for non-payment over the past five years.
14. Give guests Lodge pins and make them feel welcome.
15. Approach corporations and businesses. Some businesses look for community involvement opportunities.
16. Place pamphlets in doctors’ offices, hospitals, cafeterias, libraries, etc.
17. Send letters to people in the news with an invitation to visit the Lodge.
18. Have a special guest day. Free food always works!
19. Write letters to the newspaper about the campaigns your Lodge is working on.
20. Honor outstanding community members with awards.
21. Wear your Lodge’s pin in public, and people will ask you questions.
22. Send your Lodge newsletter to guests.
23. Contact your chamber of commerce to help you advertise your events.
24. Rent out your Lodge to civic, benevolent and fraternal groups such as Rotary International, Lions Club, and Knights of Columbus.
25. Open your Lodge to community organizations that need a place to meet.

26. Encourage your Members to “just ask” friends, family, neighbors, business associates, etc. to join the Order.
27. Sponsor a community work day.
28. Ask to be invited into a local school. Parents and teachers are the prospects. Sponsor a presentation.
29. Arrange to speak at homeowners association meetings and give a presentation about the Elks.
30. Use the reinstatement letter from the Membership Manual.

7
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Reno | July 16 - 19, 2017

Twice a year, a free Veterans Family Camp weekend is held at Easterseals Wisconsin Camp Wawbeek in Wisconsin Dells for military veterans and their families. One weekend takes place in the spring (April 29-May 1, 2022). These weekends are meant for
families to reconnect with each other and network with other veterans while having a fun and relaxing weekend with many optional planned activities. Activities include: fishing, archery, high-ropes course, arts and crafts, making s’mores, and other “Dells”
activities such as a trip to a water park.
WHO CAN ATTEND?
Family members may include spouse or significant other, children, parents, grandparents, etc. The camp is available to all veterans, recently-returned or those whose service was far in the past. Private to semi-private family lodging, food, all activities and
trips are included, in a beautifully-wooded 400 hundred acre setting just outside the city of Wisconsin Dells.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
If you, or someone you know, is a veteran who might be interested, please contact our Camp office via e-mail or by phone at
608.237.1551. To register for Veterans Family Camp, visit our registration page. The Veterans Family Camp weekend is offered at
no cost to the veteran or their family through generous contributions to Easterseals Wisconsin.
SPONSOR A VETERAN!
The biannual Veterans Family Camp relies on donations from the community. Easterseals Wisconsin’s partnership with AmeriCorps makes possible the Veterans Coordinator position. In this role, the AmeriCorps member serves as the community outreach
liaison. They are responsible for conducting campership mailings in search of funding, coordinating with veteran groups for recruitment, and Easterseals Wisconsin staff and volunteers to ensure that camp runs smoothly and everyone attending has a great
time.
https://giving.eastersealswisconsin.com/online-giving-form/
Would you like to sponsor a veteran and their family through a Veterans Family Camp Campership? Donations ensure that we are
able to continue offering this camp FREE of charge to these courageous individuals who have served our country and protected
our freedom!

This publication reaches
many people
all across the
state, so contact the Secretary for more
information
and pricing.

Upcoming Items:
 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in September
 Fair Food Festival September

17th. Dodge County Fairgrounds 11AM-7PM
 Beaver Dam Fall Down Town

Fest Sept 29th

BEAVER

DAM

LODGE

#1540

PAGE

9

Message from the GER
Bruce A. Hidley
The fall season and what it means to us
It’s hard to believe that the summer months have come and gone and the beautiful fall season is now upon us.
As our Lodge activities ramp up once again, let’s take a look at what the fall season means to us as Elks in
Reno | July 16 - 19, 2017
“Promoting Elkdom With Enthusiasm!”
September marks the beginning of the District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler/State Vice President Lodge visitations. These visitations provide great opportunities to examine your overall Lodge operations. Be sure to plan with your Lodge board of
directors well in advance of the visitation day by completing the audit items, building a self-inspection checklist and all of the other information the DDGER/SVP travel teams will need. This will give you and your officers along with your committee chairs ample time to prepare your Lodge for successful visitation.
Since the end of September is the halfway point of the Lodge fiscal year, it is a good time to inspect where your Lodge stands with the
Grand Lodge and State Association per capita. This is a perfect time to see what funds need to be raised during the balance of the Lodge
year. By evaluating where you stand now, your Lodge will be prepared to meet per capita.
Fall also brings the reopening of schools in your communities and tremendous occasions for our Lodges to encourage our youth. Supporting local football, soccer, lacrosse and other sports programs and youth-related activities are wonderful ways to show your Lodge’s support and personal community spirit! Look into and apply for the many Elks National Foundation grants. These grants are available to assist financially in your community partnerships with our youth, veterans, and community members. When possible, invite your local media to help publicize and promote your valuable activities.

This is also a time to concentrate on our Elks scholarship programs. Seek out your school guidance counselors and provide them with the
needed student applications to apply for grants that can aid students with much-needed financial support. These scholarship grants include the $4,000 Legacy Awards, $5,000 Emergency Educational Grants, Most Valuable Student Scholarship for up to $50,000, or a Gunther & Lee Weigel Medical School Scholarship. Please follow the Elks website for deadlines to apply for these grants. Don’t wait; act quickly.
Can you think of any better way of “Promoting Elkdom With Enthusiasm” than by helping the youth of today grow into the responsible
leaders of tomorrow? Many of the youth who have been inspired and aided by Elks programs have joined our great fraternal Order to
become active Lodge Members.
Observed on the first Monday in September, Labor Day pays tribute to the contributions and achievements of American workers. In honor
of this national holiday, please accept my heartfelt thanks for all you do for Elkdom. Your selfless time and dedication truly exemplifies
that “Elks Care — Elks Share.”

Elks Patriotism Week in September is a respectful reminder of the tragic events that occurred twenty one years ago on September 11,
2001.
Like so many of you, I remember that day. I was sitting at my desk at work when the radio broke the news that an airplane had flown into
one of the towers of New York City’s World Trade Center. This was quickly followed by an announcement that the plane crash was not an
accident, but a deliberate attack on the building. Reports indicated that the attackers first flew intentionally into the North Tower, followed only minutes later by another intentional strike into the South Tower. Shortly after, there were broadcasts of a third plane that flew
into the Pentagon building and a fourth plane that crashed in a Pennsylvania field. Many innocent lives were lost that day.
The Elks remember September 11 each year and honor all those who lost their lives during these horrific attacks, including the first responders and community members who sought to help the crash victims. In this regard, the Elks have developed a Patriotism Week Proclamation that I encourage all Lodges across our great country to embrace. The proclamation pdf is located on the Elks website under the
Fraternal Committee’s programs page. Please take the time to download this very important proclamation. Have your local government
officials place it on their agenda to recognize our freedom and to honor our nation.
September is also a time when we wish a very happy birthday to the United States Air Force. The Elks honor you for all of your years of
service to our country — thank you. On the last Sunday in September each year, we take time to recognize our Gold Star Mothers. This day
is intended to recognize and honor these brave mothers who have lost a son or daughter in the service of the United States Armed Forces.
God bless each and every one of our Gold Star Mothers as they deserve this day of observance. What a great way of “Promoting Elkdom
With Enthusiasm” during the month of September.
God bless all of you, God bless our troops past and present, and most of all, God bless America.

Beaver Dam Elks Lodge #1540
PO Box 96
Beaver Dam, WI 53916-0096

Address Service Requested

Email the Lodge so we can get
your electronic delivery started!

Who Are the Elks?

Elks Lodges bring so much more to their communities than just a building, golf course or pool. They are places where neighbors
come together, families share meals, and children grow up.
Elks invest in their communities through programs that help children grow up healthy and drug-free, meet the needs of today’s veterans, and improve the quality of life.

