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JOIN US FOR SPECIAL EVENTS!

Zoom Regular Tuesday Meetings, 7:30pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82440741036
Blood Drive: Monday, October 19th

ELKS Lodge

WESTCHESTER

The Whisper

Exalted Ruler: Diane Phillips
GREETINGS FELLOW ELKS AND LADIES OF THE ELKS,
I trust everyone is happy and healthy. The Lodge officers and I miss
seeing all of you at the Lodge. I had hoped that the pandemic would
have been behind us and the Lodge would be fully open. Unfortunately,
we are still partially closed. We have reinstated our Dixie Dog Thursday
happy hour from 5-9 pm with social distancing patio dining. At this time,
your Lodge needs your help not only on Dixie Dog nights but with other
events such as the Drive Through Dinners. Since Football and Baseball are both on Thursday nights and
during the weekends, what better way to help than to host either a Dixie Dog Thursday or a
Saturday/Sunday afternoon for sports viewing. We are looking to expand our menu for Dixie Dogs and on
weekends. If you would like to volunteer, please do not hesitate to contact the office.
Last year the Elks partnered with Pacific Historical Parks, an organization that benefits the Pearl
Harbor National Memorial, to help preserve, restore and modernize the USS Arizona Memorial. As of July
28, 2020, the Elks had raised $395,909.42 to go towards replacing old, faded and peeling outdoor exhibits
alone the Pearl Harbor National Memorial perimeter, upgrading digital displays, building new interactive
displays, and modernizing the memorial. If you have ever been to the USS Arizona Memorial, it is a very
moving sight which honors those brave sailors and soldiers that lost their lives when Pearl Harbor was
attacked on December 7, 1941. The Elks National Veteran Service Committee has extended the
fundraising for the Pearl Harbor National Memorial to Veterans Day November 11, 2020. The Pearl
Harbor Campaign Team is asking that all members donate $1.00 per member and our district is also
requesting an additional $1.00 (total of $2.00 per member) be donated. Checks should be made payable
to Elks National Foundation with “Pearl Harbor” written in the memo line. Donations may be mailed to
the Elks National Foundation or donations are being accepted at enf.elks.org/phc.
Further updates on Lodge events will be forthcoming. Come by on a Thursday from 5-9 pm for a
Dixie Dog, when we are having a sports afternoon on the patio on Saturday or Sunday, or for a Drive
Through Dinner. Remember when you come to the Lodge that you will have to wear a face covering until
further notice. Also, members may now bring one guest per member but all must be over 21 years of age.
Fraternally yours,
Diane Phillips, Exalted Ruler

The Spotlight Grant is a $2k grant, this
year, to provide Covid-19 relief to an
organization that has been effected.
Chairman, Fiona Engler, was able to get
us this grant and Westchester donated it
to the VA Hospital’s Homeless Program.

Sean Williams as photog

Balloting on candidates Covid style.
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Leading Knight: Dave Hessler
It's September, which means its Fall, in theory. The leaves are changing color but it's
hard to tell through all the ash in the air in Westchester. We're fortunate to not be
directly affected by the many fires that are devastating California.
It was almost 2 years ago, November 8, 2018, that Paradise Lodge #2026 was
destroyed by the Camp Fire. It was the most destructive and expensive fire in
California history. While they rebuild, we as Elks stand ready to help.
We continue to support Major Projects and obtain grants for our community.
From now until November we will collecting monies for the USS Arizona restoration
project. More info at Elks.org. Elks always remember our Veterans.
Lastly,
CALLING ALL TECHIES:
Help us improve our Wifi for Zoom meetings and to extend the Wifi throughout the
Lodge and patio. We are asking for donations or those who are technologically
savvy who are willing to help.
We are looking to purchase Wifi extenders, routers, and equipment.
Elks remember the Past but we look forward to the Future.
David Hessler
Leading Knight

Drive Through Dinners
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Loyal Knight: Dale Thompson
Greeting Fellow Members!
As I start to write this letter, I realized it was September 11, 2020. This day, for
many, will always be remembered as a Day of Sorrow. Each of you can
probably recall exactly what you were doing when that first plane struck the
Trade Center Tower. Most of us spent many hours in awe watching the events
of that horrific day play out. Some of you said prayers for the innocent people
who lost their lives and for their families. Some went and donated blood.
Others gathered with their family and friends thankful they still had each other. My thoughts today are with the
families of the Firefighters, Police Officers, and the employees that were lost in this unspeakable selfish act of
Terrorism. I cannot imagine the despair and sorrow they feel this time of the year or the memories that they
relive. As the years go by, I am sure that some of the pain and sorrow has faded away. But as each of us know,
in life there are deep scars, visible and invisible, that may never fade away. At Our Lodge, this last Tuesday we
had a Patriots Day ceremony and I want to thank those of you who were in attendance. I hope soon that our
members will be able to safely meet in larger numbers as I have missed seeing all of you.
As the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic continues to raise incredible challenges for our community and
nation, I hope each of you are continuing to take the necessary steps to protect yourselves. I look forward to
seeing each of you when our Lodge is back open or at a special event.
Fraternally Yours,
Dale Thompson, Loyal Knight

Elks root on the Dodgers with hot dogs.
As a reminder, every Thursday Is Dixie Dogs from 5-9p. 2 dogs and chips for $5.

Lecturing Knight: Sylvia Thoma
My Fellow Elks
With limited events at the Lodge, it’s easy to become disheartened. This change
in our lives is more significant and longer lasting than the majority of us would
have ever imagined. Days, weeks, and even months seem to blur together if we
don’t make an active effort to embrace the day, making each day unique and
special.
Your Lodge offers the opportunity to do something a little different to break the monotony. Join us for the events
that we can have such as the drive through dinners and the updated, re-instatement of Dixie Dog Thursdays. But we
could do more with your help. What ideas do you have to bring life to the Lodge during this unusual time in our
history? All ideas are welcome. Join us at a Tuesday meeting (via zoom or in-person when available with social
distancing at the Lodge) or reach out to an officer or fellow member with any ideas you may have.
Please stay safe and healthy. I look forward to when we can all meet in the Lodge again.
Sincerely,
Sylvia Thoma, Lecturing Knight

67 Donors in August!
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Trustee 5 Year.....Lan Strattan, PSVP
Trustee 4 Year… Craig Bromberger, PER
Trustee 3 Year… Deb Loss
Trustee 2 Year….Sharon Heyman
Trustee 1 Year….Tasha Brunk
Your Westchester Elks Lodge is aware of the financial impact that the Coronavirus is having on the health and
financial well-being of our members and the surrounding community, leaving thousands unemployed or
underemployed. If your employer has reduced your hours or shut down operations due to COVID-19, you can
file for unemployment insurance. If you are currently sick with the coronavirus or have been exposed, you can
file a Disability Insurance (DI) claim. If you are caring for someone else who is sick, you can file a Paid Family
Leave (PFL) claim. These are just some of the avenues of assistance available to you. Our Lodge is also suffering
a financial impact because we are very limited in the events and activities we can offer. We are working to keep
everyone safe within the government’s guidelines and restrictions. Many thanks to Sandy, who applied and was
successful in getting our Lodge a loan to help the Lodge over this tense period. We still need your dues, your
support, and volunteers for the events that we are able to do in an effort to mitigate the financial impact it has
not only on our Lodge, but on our ability to help our community. Fundraising ideas are always welcome!
The California Food Handler Card is
required for all members who wish
to volunteer where there is the
preparation or service of food. It
costs $7.95 and takes less than an
hour to complete. After completion,
bring a copy to the Lodge for our
files. It is good for 3 years. Go to:
www.cafoodhandlers.com

2019-2020 AWARDS
Citizen of the Year:
Chad Cole
Officer of the Year:
Diane Phillips
Elk of the Year:
Willie Phillips

In Memoriam
Edwin Burt
May 9,2019
Thanks for turning in
your Purple Pig
Sharon Heyman!

PER Rib Dinner Night

FOR CONVENIENT
PAYMENT WE OFFER

SEARCH
@ELKSLodge2050 ON
THE APP!

Our AmazonSmile charity received a
$1,326.09 donation for the Lodge!

Craig Bromberger, Past Esquire to the DDGER jewels
Sean Williams, Esquire to the DDGER year ‘20-’21.

Name this couple!!!
Answer is on Page 9

LANDON A. STRATTAN

WILLS, TRUSTS & CONTRACTS
O: 562-259-7265 C: 562-409-4781
LANSTRATTAN21@GMAIL.COM
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Phyllis Frye
PHYLLIS FRYE – LADY ELK & PAST PRESIDENT OF THE LADY ELKS
The Whisper had a chance to catch up with Phyllis recently:
Where are you originally from and how did you end up in Westchester?
I’m originally from Chicago where I studied music at the Burnnings Conservatory in Chicago and love to play the organ. I got
a job at Baxter Lab in Morton Grove, IL. My husband and I decided it was much too cold so we quit our jobs and moved to
California. I studied Finance/Accounting at Santa Monica City College and West L.A., worked at Hughes Aircraft Co and have
been in Westchester since!
How did you become an Elk?
I have been attending functions at the Lodge since its beginning. My dad had been a charter member. Once the Ladies group
formed, I joined in June 1964 as Lady member number 96 and down the road became President of the Ladies of Westchester
Elks in 1966-1967.
As a Lady Elk, what things did you enjoy doing with them?
We met twice a month. One for a general meeting and the other a social meeting where we did things like make quilts and table
décor pieces for things like the Ladies Fashion Show. We also did our own cooking for our events. After a while we started the
tradition where we let the Gentlemen Elks cook and serve us!
Did you participate in any activities with the Elks?
Besides attending many functions, I was in the bowling league, have a trophy and played every Friday and of course we went to
the Lodge after for cocktails! I also have played Bingo for many years with the Elks and my late friend Dot Smith.
What’s something most people wouldn’t know about you?
I was an ice skater since I was very little but not figure skating, speed skating and have won a medal in 1945 for the 220 yard
dash. When Culver City opened its rink in 1962 I was there. I also roller skated with the Rolling Jokers and did plenty of
swimming during the summers.
How did you meet your husband of 32 years, Bill Frye?
We were both Lodge members and one time he did me a favor to get a friend in to see one of Howard Hughes’ planes and
invited us to lunch after. While at lunch he asked me to go to dinner with him and the rest is history.
How does Phyllis stay looking so young?
Her motto: Keep moving.

October
7
9
22

NANCY ESTRADA
MARY HUPP
DEBRA EDWARDS

November
2
8
13
17
29

October is Breast
Cancer Awareness
Month
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JANICE SOLIS
PAT WURSTER
NAOMI BECK
SHARON HLADEK
JUANITA D'ANDREA

The answer to
page 7 quiz:
The couple is our very
own Exalted Ruler, Diane
Phillips and our First
Gentleman, Willie!

From the LOE President: Luann Casillas
Greetings Ladies and Fellow Elks,
Fall is here and personally this is my second favorite season of the year. As it still feels like
we never really left the end of Spring and the last 6 months have been filled with life as we
“Don’t” know it, I hope everyone has made some positive and enjoyable adjustments.
We have a few members that have no email address on file with our membership chair,
Mimi Muro. If you are not receiving an email from me personally monthly, please email me
so you can be added. Lulutalks@gmail.com
Also, we have not been alerted if anyone has been under the weather or in need of any help during this time. If
special cards have not been mailed this is the reason. Please advise.
Membership Meetings Resume: While we have continued our Board Meetings throughout this pandemic either via
Zoom or most recently in person (with social distancing) it's been decided to resume our first Monday of the month
membership meetings. These meetings will be virtual and only 30 minutes until we are able to come together.
Everything that we are trying is a step forward in the uncharted waters we’ve been living in over the last 6 months.
Our Lodge is not open on Mondays and at the moment can only be open when food is served. It’s the Board's hope
that everyone that can, will attend this temporary format. We are only sustainable if we work as a unit. There will be
a reminder email along with the link the Friday before our meeting. We will be discussing a few ideas to fundraise
and need your input. Here is the link: Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78753357712?pwd=MXV5RWFOU0hnZlh1enMyTjVpWGhVdz09
Meeting ID: 787 5335 7712 and Passcode: ANH2JE
Lodge Happenings: As you know, Thursday Dixie Dog Night has been going on. The LWE Board did come out a few
weeks ago and host. 2 Dogs, baked beans, mac salad & cookies all for just $5. The Elks would appreciate it if we could
host and join for dinner either to-go or dine alfresco as it helps & supports the future of our Lodge.
Community News: Our community has a new independent bookstore that Karen Dial opened called The Book
Jewel. Located in the triangle at 6259 West 87th Street. Check it out (all 3 levels).
LWE Facebook Page: I can’t say it enough. We would love your posts on our group page! What did Summer look like
for you? Did you travel? Did you create a new garden? Post your photos and messages on the LWE page!
https://www.facebook.com/ladiesofthewestchesterelks
Cheers to you all,
Lu - LWE President
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BLOOD
DRIVE

October
4ChristopherBlatter
4Alecia
Kuhn
6Kenneth Dufva
7Nancy
Estrada
7Randolph Herber
10Tim
Kessler
11Karen
Cohen Hayes
11Jeff
Coulter
11Richard
Phair
12Gordon
Goldberg
14Lexa
Cole
14Sheryl
Jones
19Craig
Bromberger
22Debra
Edwards
22Scott
Russell
22S.Thomas Sperduto
23Jose
Marrero Jr
24Michael
Maher
30Tania
Morin
30Thomas
Zvanovec
31Steven
Poe
November
3Timothy
6Rowena
7Sharon
7Kimberlee
9Randolph
11Richard
14Angela
15Sandra
15Timothy
16Daniel
17Kent
20Richard
21Sergio
26Suzanne
26Randall
29William
29Bunny

Readey
Ake
Heyman
Irby
Hessler
Duarte
McCartney
Richlin
Stansell
Helms
Mader
Meeks
Paredes
Lauderback
Raudt
Carter
Turnbull

HOW WILL YOU SPEND THE UPCOMING HOLIDAYS?
SEND US YOUR PHOTOS TO ELKS2050@GMAIL.COM!
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COMMUNICATIONS
ELKTIVITIES FROM KAREN BUCHANAN –REDONDO BEACH
This weekly e-blast is available to all members of the South Central Coast District. It contains information for
the coming week for all the Lodges in our District. If you would like to receive it every Monday morning, here’s
how to do it. — Send an email request to email address—karenbuchanan48@gmail.com. If you do not receive
it the following week, let me know. If you are not receiving this weekly e-blast and have received it in the
past, check your spam or junk mail filter and make sure it is not going there. Make sure Elks Lodges in the
South Central Coast District is in your contacts list.
Karen Buchanan PAVP
Redondo Beach Elks Lodge 1378

ELKS EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Westchester.elks@gmail.com for Mimi in the office.
Elks2050@gmail.com for Whisper Submissions and general info and happenings.
Next Whisper Deadline is July 15, 2020.
Westchesterelksmembership@gmail.com (Barbara) for membership, to join or Chair a
Committee or help with activities.
WestchesterElksRSVP@gmail.com to RSVP for a dinner or event.
Derek.elks2050@gmail.com (Derek) for hall rental and bar questions.

Program the ELKS PHONE TREE into your phone
so you don’t miss our important updates!
It will be a recorded message so wait for it!
310-822-0129
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ELKS IN THE COMMUNITY
The Hometown News started the area’s first Best Of
Poll nine years ago to celebrate the best businesses
and organizations in our community. We are pleased
to announce that our business has been selected as
Favorite Community Club!

As mentioned in Diane’s article, DDGER, RA Pickett has asked our District to help raise additional funds for this
project with a contribution of $2 per member. If we are successful, our District can contribute $4950 toward
this restoration project.
You can contribute any amount via the Venmo app with our username @ElksLodge2050 or mail a check to
our Lodge made out to ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION and in the memo write Pearl Harbor.

Join us on National Wreaths Across America Day

December 19, 2020 – 8:30AM – West LA Vets Cemetery 950 S. Sepulveda.
Each December on National Wreaths Across America Day, our mission to Remember,
Honor and Teach is carried out by coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies at Arlington
National Cemetery, as well as at more than 2,100 additional locations in all 50 U.S.
states, at sea and abroad.

Join us by sponsoring a veterans’ wreath at a cemetery near you or
volunteering with the Elks to place a wreath on each hero’s graves.
To donate go to: www.wreathsacrossamerica.org
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New Members

Erik Woodworth
Susan Foltz

Brad Skriver
Corey Skriver
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WESTCHESTER ELKS Lodge 2050
2020-2021 OFFICERS
Exalted Ruler: Diane Phillips

Leading Knight: Dave Hessler – Loyal Knight: Dale Thompson– Lecturing Knight: Sylvia Thoma
Secretary………Patricia Crockett, PER
Esquire…….Sean Williams, PER
Asst Esquire
Treasurer……...Tracy Bagdon
Tiler……….Martin Trouillon
Asst. Chaplain
Trustee 5 Year....Lan Strattan, PSVP
Chaplain.......Tania Morin
Asst. Inner Guard….Ken Dufva
Trustee 4 Year… Craig Bromberger, PER
Inner Guard..Barbara Taylor
Officer at Large. …..Dan Baccelliere, PPDGER
Trustee 3 Year… Deb Loss
Organist……Taylor Barton
Alternate Delegate...Serina Tremayne, PER
Trustee 2 Year….Sharon Heyman
Trustee 1 Year….Tasha Brunk

PAST EXALTED RULERS
*1957-1958 Ray D. Conover
*1958-1959 Charles W. Pearson
*19591960 Cyril F. Van Loozen
*1960-1961 Ed. D. Ryan
*1961-1962 Jan Van Eyk
*1962-1963 John Mijal
*1963-1964 John Mijal
*1964-1965 Roger Harmon
*1965-1966 Wayne Conover
*1966-1967 Paul Cornmesser
*1967-1968 Joseph Walsh
*1968-1969 Dick Birch
*1969-1970 Joseph Rollins
*1970-1971 Stan Oczachowski
*1971-1972 Ernest Sweeney
*1972-1973 Bill McKindley
*1973-1974 Bill Robertson
*1974-1975 Wayne Garrison
*1974-1975 Wayne Garrison
*1975-1976 Joseph Hoover
*1976-1977 Joseph Sachen
*1977-1978 John McGah

*1978-1979 Fred Lucas
*1979-1980 Bill Graham
*1980-1981 James Lynch
*1981-1982 Glenn Viles
1982-1983 Thomas Mescher
1983-1984 Steve Johnson
*1984-1985 Dean Culshaw
*1985-1986 Kurt Jena
*1986-1987 Frank Rogers
*1987-1988 William Crowther
*1988-1989 Vernon E. Tinsley
1989-1990 Thomas P. Russo
1990-1991 David G. Turnbull
1991-1992 James C. Betz
*1992-1993 Walter J. Diver
*1993-1994 George C. Vernon, Sr.
1994-1995 Richard G. Page
1995-1996 Oleg Krotenko
1996-1997 Landon A. Strattan
1997-1998 Ronald Lee Buress
*1998-1999 George C. Vernon, Sr., PER

1999-2000 Ross Moen
2000-2001 David G. Turnbull, PER
2001-2002 Landon A. Strattan, PER
2002-2003 Mechie Nunez-Meents
2003-2004 Jana Markum
2004-2005 Stan Clark
*2005-2006 Philip Parlett
2006-2007 Lee Ezzes
2007-2008 Dan Baccelliere
2008-2009 Bobbette Williams
2009-2010 Dan Baccelliere
2010-2011 Patty Crockett
2011-2012 Sherri Dunlap
2012-2013 Deven Parmar
2013-2014 Kathy Grant
2014-2015 Craig Bromberger
2015-2016 Craig Bromberger
2016-2017 Kathy Grant
2017-2018 Sean Williams
2018-2019 Rob Sitter
2019-2020 Serina Tremayne

** By Merger with
Inglewood Lodge 1492
April 4, 1983
*R. Leonard Bush
Barney Pelant
Joe Namnam
*Robert McCormick
*John Campbell
Clyde Miera
*B.S. Gallamore
*Ralph Phillips
*Frank Rocco
Ron Alexander
By Afflilation:
*Harold McClintock
*Joseph Minnillo
Roger Hoeman
John Nasby
Raedean Kiesz

ELK OF THE YEAR ROSTER
1962-63 Henry Raves*
1963-64 George Johnson*
1967-68 H.Boege*/C.Haluck*
1968-69 Don Howarth*
1969-70 Steve Kardos*
1972-73 Joe Sachen*
1973-74 Stan Swiatlowski*
1974-75 Harry McIlvain*
1976-77 Herb Jones*
1977-78 Stan Wasechka*

1978-79 Leon LaBrie*
1980-81 Jim Storey
1981-82 Samuel Roberts
1982-83 Chuck Quesnel*
1983-84 Norman Kail*
1984-85 Jim Lynch*
1985-86 Jack Madigan*
1986-87 Joe Houlihan*
1987-88 Ed Knudsen
1988-89 Bill Frye*

1989-90
1990-91
1991-92
1992-93
1993-94
1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-98
1998-99

Paul Freedman
Herb Eilertsen*
Curt Curtiss*
Norman Kail*
Tom Dragoun*
Bill Cedel*
Lee Ezzes
Bud Fournier*
James Beeler
Tim Walsh

2000-01 Ken Barger*
2001-02 George Vernon Sr.*
2002-03 Albert Burke*
2003-04 Fred Handley*
2004-05 Al Torres*
2005-06 Judith Ciancimino
2006-07 Joe Apodaca
2007-08 Al Torres*
2008-09 Roger Lewis
2009-10 Vernon Tinsley*

2010-11 Dan Baccelliere
2011-12 Tracy Bagdon
2012-13 Sherri Muro
2013-14 Mark Meyer
2014-15 Kathy Grant
2015-16 Kena Liggins
2016-17 Tony Pacheco
2017-18 Jeff JR Coulter
2018-19 Betty Ford
2019-20 Willie Phillips
*Deceased

Westchester Lodge 2050
8025 W. Manchester Ave.
Playa Del Rey, CA 90293
Phone: 310-821-3005
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AND
FACEBOOK PAGE:
www.westchesterelks.com
www.facebook.com/westchester.elks

DUES WERE DUE APRIL 1ST. PLEASE SEND THEM IN.
We need your support now more than ever!

Happy 63rd Anniversary
Westchester Elks!
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