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Happy April everyone this is my first 
month as Exalted Ruler. I am following in the footsteps of 
Chrissy Ellis who has had a wonderful year as our Exalted 
Ruler. Thank you, Chrissy for paving the way for my year as 
Exalted Ruler.

“The two most important days in your life are the day you 
are born and the day you find out why.”- Mark Twain

I found out the why in my 6th year in the Marines I will 
serve my country forever. I am still serving my country as 
an Elk. Just like all of you. We Elks help everyone in our 
communities. 

On April 18th we will be having a Spaghetti and Meatball 
dinner for the Blue Star Moms. This is being put on by Our 
Riders, the person leading this event is Natalie Thomas. 
This is a program that sends Packages for our deployed 
men and women in our Military. I was a recipient of this 
when I was deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan and it really 
makes you feel good when you are far away from home.

I am very excited for this year and I hope we all have a lot 
of fun together.

Richard C. Kreitzinger, Exalted Ruler 
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TRUSTEE CORNER

Welcome to your 2026-2027 Trustees

Chrissy Ellis PER – 5 year

Michael Buckley PER – 4 year

Roger Fiori PER – 3 year

Becky Young PER – 2 year

Greg “RADAR” Weinschenk PER – 1 year

Thank you for your ongoing leadership in the lodge!!

We had a delicious Wednesday Night Dinner on March 18th. 
It was prepared by member Melissa Nordell-Earp and her 
friend Linda Bistani along with Trustee Michael Buckley.  

The meal consisted of a ziti dish made with Italian Sausage, 
homemade marina, lots of mozzarella and fresh basil, a
romaine salad with a variety of dressings, soft and chewy 
ciabatta bread followed by a refreshing strawberry sherbert.  

It was absolutely wonderful and if you didn’t come to the 
Lodge to partake, you really missed out.  Watch the 
newsletter calendar for our Wednesday dinners and plan to 
come to future meals.  You won’t be sorry!

Life Membership Proposal
Brent L Holum was initiated into the Rapid City Lodge #1187 of the Benevolent and Protective Order of the 
Elks in 1983 at the age of 25 and is a 45-year Member. Brent L Holum became a Charter member of the 
West Des Moines Lodge #2752 on April 27th, 1990. Member #58.

According to Statutes 14.260 (c) Exalted Ruler shall set a date for the election with at least a ten-day notice 
to the Membership. This is the official notice of the election of Brent L Holum for Life Membership into our 
West Des Moines Elks Lodge #2752. Election will take place on April 13th at the 1st Lodge Meeting in April. 

Any questions or comments can be directed to Exalted Ruler Rich Kreitzinger or Greg Weinschenk, PER, 
Trustee.

Puzzle Night

Look we completed a puzzle!! It might have taken 
several days. Many people worked on it throughout 
the next week but we did get one finished. 

The pieces were smaller than we had anticipated. 

Thank you Chrissy Ellis and Becky Young for 
organizing this event.
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You can now PAY DUES ON LINE!
Membership Dues payments are due on April 1, 2026 
or the 2026-2027 ELK year! Door Keys will be shut off 
on May 1st for those that have not paid! 

 Regular member dues $147 ·

 Life member $57 · 

 Associate Member $20 · 

 A door card for a spouse or widow(er) is $20 per year

 If you are an Elks Rider include fee of $25

If you have not paid yet —please do so as soon as possible. You can pay; 

 With a check or cash, (by mail or put remittance in “Secretary box” by the front door.)

 Pay Bartender with a credit card or

 Now you can pay ON LINE!! 

To pay online; Enter:  https://secure.directbiller.com/search/elks-lodge/
Start Typing “WEST”—and you will see our lodge appear at the top of the list, click on it and then click “Go 
to …”  No Need to create an account!  You don’t have to “Register”, you can click on “Make a quick pay-
ment.”  When it asks for member number be sure to include the zeros at the beginning of your number.

Please watch for your new card in the mail. 
Toby Charloe, Secretary
(918) 533-2267

Left to Right: Jean James; Frank Dunn, Loyal Knight; 
Jerry Carson; Chrissy Ellis, Exalted Ruler; 
Rich Kreitzinger, Leading Knight; and Kevin Hushagen.

Welcome to our Elks Family! 
New Members initiated
on February 28th, 2026!

When you see 
a new face 

introduce yourself!
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST BUFFET AND BAKE SALE
Please join us for our next breakfast and Bake Sale Sunday April 12th, 2026 serving 8:00AM to noon which in-
cludes: Biscuits and Gravy, French Toast, Scrambled eggs, Bacon, Sausage patties, Cheesy Potatoes, and of 
course all you can eat Pancakes (including Blueberry and Chocolate chip pancakes), Orange juice, Milk, and 
Coffee. Enjoy a Bloody Mary or Mimosa for only $3.50. Breakfast is only $11 for adults and $5 for children 10 
and under. All proceeds support our Hoop Shoot Program and other youth activities.

Last month, March 8th, we served 133 delicious breakfasts which included, complimentary breakfast to 11 
Veterans who were transported to our lodge from the Des Moines VA Hospital (Domicile) and 2 Urbandale 
police officers. We always thank the first responders for their service and welcome them to our lodge.
Nina Steele hands out hygiene toiletries packs to the Veterans as they are leaving.

Our Lodge continues to support the youth in our community. At our March 8th Sunday Breakfast, the Bondu-
rant Renegades (1st and 2nd grader) baseball team (13 kids) participated for their 2nd fund raiser by again sell-
ing Hy-Vee coupon cards raising $409.00! The funds will be used to purchase uniforms, equipment, field rent-
als and tournament cost. “The parents said that by having their children participate in the fund raising it is 
teaching them how to volunteer and how important volunteerism is.” 
Our volunteers this month included: Doug Laird, Forrest Laidlaw, Neil Davies, Dallas Morris, Gloria Riesberg, 
Rosie Surber, Alice Jensen, Brian Becker, Mike Schieffer, Ted DuPuy, Karen Flohr, Mark Flohr, Ann Bobo (bar), 
and Toby Charloe.

Our March 8th “free will” Bake Sale brought in $359 which will be donated 
to Veteran projects. Our bake sale volunteers included: Jen Becker, Jean 
Shade, Gloria Criswell, Brian Becker, Nina Steele and Nancy Newcomb and 
many lodge volunteers who provided the delicious pastries, pies, cookies 
and candy. Thank you again. 

Thanks for the many hours each month that you donate to our lodge.
Our next Pancake Breakfast will be April 12th. Bring your neighbors and 
friends. See you at the Lodge.
Please pay the Bartender for your breakfast.



5

Lodge Activities 
CommitteeLAC Meeting Minutes 

ELKS ANGELS
Tuesday April 14th at 1pm

lunch at Tavern Pizza & Grill, 
1755 50th St W. Des Moines.

I look forward to spending time 
with everyone again.

Marge (515) 371-3158 
Vicky (515) 710-7922

ELKS Riders
Meeting

Tuesday April 14th 
at 6:30pm 
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ANOTHER FANTASTIC ST. PADDY’S DAY
CORN BEEF AND CABBAGE DINNER (Best Ever)

SATURDAY, March 14th 2026

We continue to serve the best Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner in the city as those who attended can attest.  
This year we served 178 delicious mouthwatering dinners. 

We started out our St. Paddy’s Day Dinner with fantastic entertainment by the Foy School of Irish Dancers 
(K-12) lead by Kelly Schulty. All guests enjoyed this young group of terrific dancers.

Once again let’s take this opportunity to thank the entire St. Patrick’s Day volunteers (29 in all):
Prep crew, cooking crew, meat cutters, servers, kitchen serving crew, take out crew, busing and table 
clean-up crew, and decorations (which added up to another festive and delightful dinner).

The following fantastic volunteers deserve all of the credit for continuing to make our St. Paddy’s Day dinner 
the best ever:

Several of the above volunteers started at 7:00 a.m. and didn’t stop until after 9:00 p.m.  Great job guys, you 
are the best.

Thanks also to those who brought in much needed roasters: Larry Schweitzer, Ralph Young, Ron Grey, Mark 
Bergmann, Cliff Morris, Val Williams, Chrissy Ellis and Gary Gaskins and to all of the volunteers who moved 
the tables and chairs for the dancers and put them back for Dinner and Bingo.

A special shout out goes to Larry Schweitzer, Cliff Morris and Larry Cramer as they picked up the Corn Beef 
from Fareway Grocery Friday morning at 8 a.m. They set up 11 Roasters for the 200 lbs. of corn beef, 50 
heads of cabbage, and 15 gallons of Irish potatoes, which saved much needed time the next morning. 

Even though Bob Young has passed, he is still working behind the scene. His recipe and organizational skills 
provided yet another terrific St. Patrick’s Day dinner.

Thanks again to all of our terrific volunteers who keep the tradition of our St. Patrick’s Day dinner so 
successful which started 35 years ago with Charter Members, Ed Mullen and Bob Young. 

Larry Schweitzer – Prep and cooking Gloria Riesberg-Server, desert and clean-up

Russ Youngquist- Prep Sheila Morris -Take out

Doug McCune-Prep and cooking. Joyce McMickle-Server, desert, and clean up

Sue Schweitzer- Prep and stirring Darlene Schulter- Desert, server, and clean up

Marge Porter- Desert, prep and stirring Tammy Bechen - Desert and busing tables

Toby Charloe- Take out and clean-up Rosie Surber- Server and clean up

Cliff Morris- Food pick up and meat cutter Alice Jensen- Server and cleanup

Doug Laird-Meat cutter and clean-up Becky Young- Bar

Dick Cordle-Meat cutter Mary Jo Brown (MJ)- Bar

Mark Bergmann- Meat cutter Grant Dickenson- Bar

Greg “Radar” Weinschenk -Take out & clean-up Jean James-Desert

Nina Steele-Decorations Ted DuPuy- Tickets

Michael Buckley- Food pick up Kristy McCune - Take out, clean up, busing tables

Roger Fiori- Shopping Greg Osby- Flyers and promotion

Stella Sheppard- Take out and clean up. 
Dowling freshman volunteering for Silver Cord

Jason Elliot of Loffredo Foods -Cabbage donation

Larry Cramer- Prep, cooking, take-out & clean-up Tyler Rosa - FAREWAY Grocery- Corn Beef
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ST. PADDY’S DAY - CORN BEEF AND CABBAGE DINNER *** Pictures!

Plus the Foy School of Irish Dancers
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A little bit of Irish along with a little bit of wine!
 Mary Anne Kreitzinger hosted a fun night 
pairing Girl Scout cookies and wine! 

Note - Nobody got pinched! 

Pictures from March Wine Night!
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The Soups were very Tasty!

The winner was 
Kelli Barton with a Gnocchi 
Chicken Pot Pie soup. 
Delicious!

2nd place went to 
Sharon VanBerth.

3rd place to 
Mary Anne Kreitzinger

4th place to 
Michelle Stites.

Thank you Mashelle Bollie 
for donating the prizes!
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Tuesday April 7th
and  

Tuesday April 21st 
at 6:30pm

We will be playing Sweep! 
Plus, bring your favorite game 

board games, cards, etc.  
Attendees will agree upon  

what games to play together!

Join Us!  
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Easter Egg Hunt!
Saturday 
April 4th 
at 10am
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Please Join Us 
Thursday Night

April 9th at 6:30pm

Only $15 Per Person
Includes 1 glass of wine and samples!

Light appetizers provided! 

Aron will guide us through a curated tasting of wines from the 
acclaimed Pasqua Winery of Italy.

Known for blending rich Italian tradition with a modern winemaking 
style, Pasqua offers wines that are both approachable and 
memorable. Throughout the evening, Aron will share tasting notes, 
pairing ideas, and the unique stories behind each selection.

Whether you’re a seasoned wine enthusiast or just beginning to 
explore, this is a perfect opportunity to sip, learn, and connect with 
fellow members.

Join us April 9 at 6:30 PM at Elks Lodge 
2752 for a relaxed and enjoyable night of 
wine and camaraderie.

Join us for a special 
Wine Night featuring 

guest presenter 
Aron Masterman of 

Dimitri Wine & Spirits.
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WDM Elks 
Spring Style Show Fundraiser

Saturday, April 11, 2026 10am till 3pm
Doors open at 10, Style show begins at 11  
with our Salad Lunch & Desserts to follow! 

Plus Door Prizes and Many Fantastic Vendors! 

Fundraiser to benefit our  
Elk’s Veterans Children's  
Christmas Gifts Program.

WDM Elks Lodge #2752 
2060 NW 94th Street,  

Clive, IA 50325 

Tickets - $15 each (lunch included!)

or reserve a table for 4 - $70 

or a table for 8 - $140

Tickets available in the Clubroom.
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Join Us - Sunday, April 12th
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BOURBON NIGHT
Thursday, April 16th at 6:30pm

Bourbon Night will be once per month
always on the 3rd Thursday of each month.

Sip Back and Relax!
Make sure you plan to spend 
another fun night sipping 
bourbon on April 16th.  

If you have hesitated attending 
please know that we have a 
friendly group that consists 
of Men & Women / Younger & 
Older!

We will explore blended 
bourbon.  This time we will offer 
a Traditional Manhattan after the 
tasting.

We will have a few appetizers, 
but always enjoy anything you 
bring to share (but not required).
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ELKS RIDERS FUNDRAISER DINNER 

SUPPORTING

Blue Star Mothers of Iowa is a nonprofit organization made up of mothers 

whose children are serving or have served in the military, devoted to 

supporting our military forces, veterans, and their families.

Saturday, April 18, 2026

$10.00

Spaghetti, Meatballs, Salad, and Garlic Bread

Serving Dinner at 6pm.

Blue Star Mother’s will be in attendance 

and will be collecting donations for the 

following items of need:

3 oz shampoo & Conditioners, 

3 oz Body Washes, 0.85 oz Toothpaste, 

Toothbrushes (individually packaged), 

Hand/Sock Warmers, Black Mid-Calf Socks 

ALL Sizes, Travel Size Kleenex, Disposable 

Razors, Dental Floss Sticks, Chapstick, 

Travel Size Deodorant, Decks of Cards, 

Crossword / Puzzle Books.

WDM Elks  
Lodge #2752 

2060 NW 94th St,  
Clive, IA 50325 
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Kentucky Derby Party
Please join us to celebrate

“The Run for the Roses”
Saturday, May 2nd

Doors Open at 4:30

Race Starts “Around” 5:57pm

Hat Contest, Racing Game, 

Food and Music !

Bring your favorite Snack to Share

Something new is planned at Elks!  Mark your calendars for Friday, May 
29th.  We are going to invite the public to an evening at our very special Elks 

Lodge.  This event will be considered a “Membership drive”.   

We will enjoy music by our very own Elks Member, DJ - Dave Kroeger. 

Many details are being worked on.  We could use your help!   
Would you like to join the committee?  If so, please contact Tammy Bechen on 
her cell at 515-681-3760 (call or text). 
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Come Celebrate with me!

Tuesday, April 28th at 6pm
All Members and their guests 

are welcome to join us and help 
celebrate all of this month’s Birthdays!

Appetizers & Birthday Cake are provided!

The individuals listed above can stop in for a free “birthday 
cocktail,  beer or soft drink” anytime during the month in 

which they are recognized in our newsletter!  

If we missed your birthday – please let us know!  
news@wdmelks.com

Wish these Elk Members 
& Spouses a special 

Happy Birthday!
when you see them 

at the Lodge this month!

BIRTHDAY NIGHT
AT THE ELKS!



WDM Elks Lodge #2752
515-252-1717          

www.wdmelks.com
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All listings are tentative – watch for email updates!
              If you don’t receive emails – Let us know! 

news@wdmelks.com

All Meals are $11.00 and served 
at 6:15 pm unless stated otherwise.

    SUNDAY     MONDAY   TUESDAY WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY    FRIDAY  SATURDAY

Bingo Volunteers 
Needed!

Could you help at 
one BINGO Session 

per month?
Call 

Nancy Newcomb
at 515-681-0852

Notice a FEW people 
doing a LOT of work?  Dinner Crews 

Needed!

Could you help one 
Wednesday Night 

per month?
 Call 

Roger Fiori
at 515-201-6707

Open 4:30 – 9:00

Chicken Street 
Corn Taco Shell 

Bowls,
Spanish Rice, 
Corn Bread
& Dessert 

Team Barton
Serving at 6:15pm

1 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

Firsty Thirsty 
Thursday

$2.50 Domestic Beers
$8 Burger Basket 

Specials 
______________________________

 Bingo 7pm
 Sell: Jason Larreau

Call: Radar Weinschenk 
Joyce McMickle, Nancy 

Newcomb and Ella Harban

2 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 3 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

10am

Easter Egg 
Hunt with 
the Easter 

Bunny!

4

Easter 
Sunday

Lodge Closed
No Bingo

5 Open 4:30 – 9:00

  House/Board  
Meetings
6:30pm 

All Members welcome

6   Open 4:30 – 9:00 

           9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM!

_________________________________

6:30pm Join Us

7 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Pork Tenderloin 
Sandwich

French Fries
Salad & Dessert

Team Murphy
Serving at 6:15pm 

8 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

6:30pm
___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
 Sell: Nancy Newcomb   
Call: Radar Weinschenk 
Team: Joyce McMickle, 

Jen Chambers, 
and Mary Spoerl

9 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

Set-up for
Fashion Show

10 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 

Spring 
Fashion 

Show 
10am - 3pm

11

Open 8am - 7pm

Elk’s Breakfast 
& Bake Sale 

8am till Noon
Play Pool - 1:30

_______________________________________

Bingo 2pm
 Sell: Paul Stiles

Call: Larry Schweitzer
Team: Joyce McMickle 

Rita Lans 
and Ella Harban

12 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Lodge Meeting 
7:00pm 

All Members welcome

13 Open 4:30 – 9:00

          9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM! 

_________________________________

1:00pm Elks Angels 
lunch at The Tavern 50th

6:30pm
Elks Riders Meeting

14 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Shrimp Po’ Boys
Coleslaw, 

Chips
& Dessert

Team Friess
Serving at 6:15pm

15 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Bourbon
Night!
6:30 pm

___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
  Sell: Nancy Newcomb

Call: Roger Halbur
Team: Gloria Criswell, 

Jen Chambers
and Beth Kneeskern

16 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 17 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close 

Elks Riders’ 
Blue Star 

Moms
6:00 pm

 $10 Spaghetti 
Dinner

 Fundraiser
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Open Noon - 7pm

Burger Baskets 
Served 12-5pm

Play Pool - 1:30
______________________________________

Bingo 2pm
    Sell: Carla Sanburg 

Call: Patti Bond 
Team: Joyce McMickle 

Rita Lans
And Mary Spoerl 

19 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

LAC
Lodge Activities 
Meeting 6:30pm

Come share your ideas 
and get involved!  
Treats provided

20  Open 4:30 – 9:00 

         9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM!

_________________________________

6:30pm Join Us

21 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Reuben 
Sandwich
Coleslaw, 

Potato Salad 
& Dessert

Team Charloe
Serving at 6:15pm

22 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
 Sell: Joe Bechen 

Call: Roger Halbur
Checker/Concessions

Gloria Criswell,
Nancy Newcomb 

and Beth Kneeskern

23 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

Hospitality  
                 Night

State Convention
Holiday Inn 

Fleur Dr- Des Moines

24 Open 4:30 – 9:00/Close

Meetings!

State Convention
Holiday Inn 

Fleur Dr- Des Moines

25

Open Noon - 7pm

Play Pool - 1:30
_______________________________________

Bingo 2pm
    Sell: JC Criswell

Call: Patti Bond 
 Team: Gloria Criswell

Rita Lans
and Ella Harban

26 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

Lodge Meeting 
7:00pm 

All Members welcome

27 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

         9 to 5’ers meet
             at Nine AM

_________________________________

Birthday Night!
6:00 pm
Join Us!

28 Open 4:30 – 9:00

Smoked Pork 
Loin, Smoked 

Mac & Cheese,
Vegetable, Salad

& Dessert

Team Stiles 
Serving at 6:15pm

29 Open 4:30 – 9:00 

___________________________________

Bingo 7pm
 Sell: JC Criswell 

Call: Larry Schweitzer
Checker/Concessions

Gloria Criswell,
Nancy Newcomb
and Mary Spoerl
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