
OFFICERS OF 1879 
  

Exalted Ruler  
Sherry Amerson* 
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Scott Erb* 
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Karla Boyse* 

  
Lecturing Knight  
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Gretchen Morrow* 
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Donnie Ryals 
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Mike Herrin 

  
Tiler  

JeanAnn Seals 
 

Inner Guard 
Jim Trainer 

 
Trustees  

5 Gordon Bell* 
4 Randy Svitak* 
3 Patrick Seals* 
2 Danny Pulliam* 
1 Larry Greene* 

 
Grant Coordinator 

Karla Boyse 
 

*Board of Directors 

Volume 
98 

Number  
09 

Lodge will meet on 

the 2nd Thursday &      

4th Thursday in  

September  

10th & 24th 

* * * 

September 10th                

7pm Balloting,  

September 24th            

6pm Orientation &          

Initiations 7pm. 

* * * 

If you’re applicant is 

being initiated please 

plan to attend.  

Thank you! 

September has arrived, bringing 

the start of Fall, Football, and my 

birthday. We are all looking      

forward to cooler days and nights 

ahead. 

 

It is with great sadness that we 

share the passing of two cherished 

members of our lodge family. 

Whitney Cadwell, a devoted member of  nearly 

60 years. 

Theresa Sims, who lost her husband, Elk     

member John Sims, in the fall of 2024. 

They will be deeply missed. Please keep their 

families and friends in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

Our Memorial Day and 4th of July BBQs were 

both wonderful successes, thanks to the hard 

work and participation of our members. We are 

now preparing for our Labor Day BBQ, and we 

hope to see many of you there- whether volun-

teering or attending. As a charitable organization, 

we are committed to expanding our fundraising 

efforts to better serve our community. We need 

everyone’s involvement to make a meaningful 

impact. 

 

This fall will be a busy and exciting season. We 

are actively working on a Drug Awareness     

Program, An Americanism Program, Our    

Scholarship Program, and our Annual Hoop 

Shoot. To bring these programs into local 

schools, we need more members to step forward 

and help. Your participation truly makes a      

difference. Our Veterans Program continues with 

many new projects planned. 

Our social calendar continues to 

expand. Brunch is served on the 2nd 

Sunday of every month; Taco   

Tuesday is every Tuesday. Bingo is 

every Wednesday Night with a Big 

Bingo on Sunday, September 27th. 

A Prime Rib Dinner will be served 

on the 2nd Friday and a Country 

Buffet on the 5th Wednesday. We will have  

Football on the Big Screens every Saturday and 

Sunday. There is something for everyone – Come 

join the fun. 

 

We are excited to share that we have finally 

raised enough funds to begin revamping our    

restrooms. Work will begin this month, so please 

expect minor inconveniences during this time. 

 

Last month, we also had to purchase a new        

air-conditioning/heating unit, and there are still 

several maintenance and repair needs around the 

lodge. If you are willing to help with cleaning or 

repairs, please reach out to me—your support is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Our lodge thrives because of its members. Your 

ideas, your time, and your willingness to get     

involved are what make us successful. Please 

reach out to me anytime with suggestions or to 

volunteer. 

 

Sherry Amerson 

251-680-0979  

 

Elks Care, Elks Share .... 

Exalted Rulers Message 



01 John Kehl 

01 Ron Krane 

01 William Menefee 

02 Lester Powell 

02 John Riggins 

03 Mark Pittman 

03 Richard Reed 

04 Andrea Osika 

04 Heidi Schneekloth 

05 Laura Carter 

07 Melanie Dormeus 

07 William Howell 

07 Theresa Sims 

09 Joanne Dotson 

10 Phillip Greer 

11 Alice Ferrill 

12 Wayne Barley 

13 Bruce Kennedy 

14 Dena Haywood 

14 Patricia Price 

15 Justin Crabtree 

15 Richard Crnkovich 

15 Krissa Mull 

17 Crystal Ham 

17 Scott Jackson 

18 Randy Greene 

18 James Guffy 

19 Van Morgan 

20 Mary Jo Datema 

20 Jonathan Elam 

21 Timothy Barnes 

21 John Crim 

21 Peter Flammini 

21 Jacob Hill 

21 Gerald Steenbergen 

22 Bonnie Corner 

22 Melody Moran 

23 Tracy Fridley 

23 Lauria Salter 

25 David Brush 

25 Kevin Snell 

26 Eleanor Beck 

26 Cynthia Hoffren 

27 Alan Dozier 

28 Emmy May 

29 Sherry Amerson 

29 Douglas Borer 

29 Rebecca Saunders 

30 Garry Bosso 
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Reinstatement Applications 

Applicant Lodge Name, Lodge No. 

Ralph Grisham Karla Boyse 

Jame R Allen Karla Boyse 

We are deeply saddened to hear 

about the passing of members  

Theresa F. Sims  & 

Lorrie Whitney Cadwell Jr.  

Our thoughts and prayers are 

with both, their Family’s                 

and their Friends. 

Waiting Initiation 

Applicant Proposer 

Steven Guynn Gretchen Morrow 

Michael Job Billy Griffis 

Brian Keating Theresa Sims 

Stacy LeBlanc Ted Leiser 

Evan Myrick Britney Turk 

Heather Nicole Olmstead  Krissa Mull 

Wesley Brown Sullivan Debra Weaver 

Robert Ward Miranda Baker 

Nancy Moffit Jim Kennerson 

Virgina Peterson Theresa Sims 

Lawrence Weakley William Menefee 

Joe Dean Mike Anderson 

Michael Holcomb Billy Griffis 

Douglas Hurley R Christopher Riley 

John Hurley R Christopher Riley 

Sandra Villa Fran Moore 

Bonnie White Gretchen Morrow 

Ralph Phillips Stanley Posey 

John Carnes Phillip Dunn 

John Ellenburg Tommy Faust 

Avery L Spriggs Joseph Dannibale 

New Member Applications 

Applicant Proposer 

Tori Lynn Fletcher Stanley Posey 

John Jay Fletcher Jr. Stanley Posey 

Corless Brenda Mussato Mel Cosgrove 

Harris J. Champagne Jr. John Hamrick 



A note from the Secretary ... 
 
I hope that you’ve had a great summer, but now Football season is here!!! We will have both College and NFL Football broadcasting all 
season long over our many Tv’s, there isn’t a bad seat in the Lounge. So, grab some friends, come on down on game day to cheer on 
your favorite team with us!  If football isn’t your thing – don’t fret, we have so many new and exciting things going on here for all to 
enjoy! 
 
Elks Lodges support veterans, award scholarships, and strengthen communities every single day. Your membership helps make that 
possible! We are currently reporting 565 members for our Fairhope Lodge, of those 49 are now past due. If you have not already done 
so, please remit payment at your earliest convenience, payments can be made in person at the bar, online or simply by check via 
USPS. *Remember - if you have been dropped for non-payment or if you are delinquent, you are not allowed to enter any lodge or en-
joy any lodge activities or amenities - as you are considered delinquent and not in good standing.  
 
I plan to be in the office on Tuesdays and on meeting nights. Do not hesitate to reach out to me if you need assistance with anything,    
I can be reached by phone, via email, or you can always drop a note in the “red mailbox” in the hall. 
  
 
As always, if you have something to include in an upcoming edition, please send me all articles, photos and calendar information for 
the next newsletter by the 20th of September.  

 
Thank you,  
 
 
Gretchen Morrow, Secretary  
elks1879secretary@gmail.com 

 
*Have you recently moved? Has your phone number or email address changed? Reach out to me so we can update your records* 

When Elkdom Shines, Elkdom Grows!  
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Happy Fall Y’all 
 
 
Our dates to remember this month:  
 
September 2nd - Spaghetti Dinner  *A gluten free option is available* 
September 2nd - Meeting at/around 7p 
September 7th - Labor Day Bake Sale 10a 
 
There will not be a 4th Friday Emblem dinner this month, we will be at the Supreme Convention in Rhode Island. Please pray for our safe 
travels. 
 
If you don’t have a 2026-2027 membership card, your dues are delinquent. You can leave your $50 Emblem dues at the bar in an envelope 
marked Emblems, you can mail your payment to 9926 Twin Beach Rd., Fairhope, AL 36532 or you can Venmo Kathy Walley - she can be 
reached at (251) 377-6014. 
 
    
We hope to see you this month. 
 
 
In Emblem love, 
 
 
Gail Walley, Financial Secretary  

Fairhope Emblem #241 News  



Elks Information 

Did you know that you can log onto Elks.org and search for local lodges? Our lodge page is a work in progress but 
if you have ever visited the page you know that there’s a lot of useful information there for our members. 

 
Newsletters, Calendars, Facility Information, By-Laws, Elks National Foundation (ENF), and so much more!!! 

 
There are times that the calendar of events / meals change after the release of the newsletter, these updates can 

be found on our lounge TV, on our social media accounts as well as on our Elks.org lodge page.  
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Community. Friendship. Charity. 

 
These are not just words. They are the foundation 

of everything Elks do. 
 

Renew your dues today and help continue the work 
that makes a difference across America. 

 
 

Scan the QR code to renew now or contact your 
Lodge Secretary today.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Checks can be mailed to: PO Box 548, Fairhope, 
AL 36533  
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Membership is Booming  

Members, be sure to give a 

WARM wELKome to our        

9 new August Initiates:  

  Caleb Wilson, Andrew Walsh, 

John Boyd Douglas,             

Darrell Roberts, John Scott, 

Charles Brown, Mark Caraher, 

Jean Poche & Carol Eppes. 

Grand Exalted Ruler Membership Award Standings 
Elks Membership Awards are earned for sponsoring any combination of                                           

New or Reinstated Members Initiated into our great order between                                                                                       

July 3, 2026 ~ June 12, 2027 
 

Here are the current Member Standings for the Grand Exalted Ruler “READY ELKS-LET’S GO!” Award Pin: 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 Award achieved: Mel Cosgrove and Jennifer Phipps @ 3 new members. 

 1 more to go: @ 2 new members ea. 

 2 more to go: Fran Moore, Mark Sansone, Michael Jeffries, Debra Weaver, Mike Anderson, Mike Herrin, Karla 

Boyse, David Black, William Menefee, Kelleigh Cassity, Allison Adams, Daniel McKenzie, Elizabeth Tabb, Donna 

DiMartino and Debra Gibson @ 1 new member ea.   

We have received 4 Life Member nominations, each are long-standing members that are being recognized for dec-
ades of loyalty and their financial contributions to this Lodge. The next steps require member vote approval, candi-
dates must be elected by a two-thirds secret ballot vote of members present at the regular meeting on 10/08/ 2026.  

 
Wayne Hoffren (Member #000576) 
William Lynch (Member #001248) 

Robert J. McArther Jr. (Member #000448) 
Sam Noble (Member #000645) 

Life Membership Candidate Nominations 



Proposed Amendments To The By-Laws 
The following proposed amendments were read at the regular Lodge meeting held on Thursday, August 13th, 2026, at 

7:00pm. The vote to approve these changes will take place at the regular Lodge meeting on Thursday, October 8th, 2026, at 

7:00pm. If you wish to vote, please bring your signed membership card for identification purposes and attend the meeting.  
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Preserving Elks Lodge 1879 for the Future 
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We need your help organizing this years Elks Hoop Shoot contest - are you a teacher, coach, 
counselor or do you know someone that is for school age children?  

 
The yearly Elks Hoop Shoot Free Throw program is open to all boys and girls ages 8 

through 13. The contest starts at the lodge level and advances through district, state and   
regional contests before the national finals in the spring of 2027.  

 
In years past we held our lodge level contest in the month of October at the Fairhope Unit-

ed Methodist Church. We just received the packet of materials, which includes posters, 
rules and guidelines.  

 
For more information visit: www.elks.org/hoopshoot/default.cfm and/or 

contact Gretchen Morrow, Secretary at elks1879secretary@gmail.com 

Elks National Foundation  
The application for the Most    

Valuable Student scholarship is 
now open! 

 
We will award 500 scholarships 
ranging from $4,000 to $30,000 

over four years. No relation to the 
Elks is necessary to apply. 

With this scholarship, students 
gain more than just financial 

aid—they gain an appreciation of 
service, a network of like-minded 

peers, and an #ElksFamily for 
life. 

 
Find eligibility requirements and 

other important details              
visit: www.elks.org/scholars/

scholarships/MVS.cfm  



- 9 - 

*The Fairhope Elks Lodge currently 
sits at No. 5 in the State @ $13.016 

per-member for the 2026 - 2027 year. 



Elks Care, Elks Share ... 
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Even though many of our lodge    
members are retired they seem as 
busy as ever. Rushing here and     
rushing there to get things done. 
  
When you rush, you forget who 
you are and WHOSE you are. 
  
It’s difficult to slow down but let’s 
all try to pause, take a deep 
breath and spend time with our 
LORD. 
 
Mike Herrin 
Chaplin  

Chaplain's Corner  

So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks will never forget 

them. 
 

The Elks National Veterans Service Commis-
sion takes this pledge one step further, prom-
ising service to our nation's veterans and mili-
tary members with a special focus on service 

to those in need.  
 

To learn more about all the ways the ENVSC 
serves our nation’s veterans, visit 

www.elks.org/vets/  

District Deputy Clinic  
On August 8, 2026 our 
Lodge was awarded a 

Citation of Merit        
Certificate for the        

2025-2026 Elk year at the 
DD Clinic in Dothan AL  

 
The CoM Certificate is 
awarded to lodges that 

have an outstanding   
contribution to the growth 

of the order. We are   
happy to share that 1879 
is among a few Alabama 
lodges that achieved a net 

gain of membership   
during the last Elk year! 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

Terry and Amy Garner,  
 

Thank you for your generous donation of an American flag. 
Your gift represents strength and unity. We are proud to    

display it and honor our community.  
 

Thank you for your support. 
 
 

Members Terry Garner and John Hamrick seen proudly  
hanging our new flag on 8/27/2026 - Just in time for          

Labor Day! 
 
 

Veteran Information 

http://www.elks.org/vets/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWkdpTmJ1QXNYNUlQUEMxNXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6xtyttE3cebo0hIm8ewzDpEMczXfEuRasY-S640ajECkX2P1v_RfkZugma-w_aem_aInYpdM2m2d5-g6jR5Uq7Q
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Member Recipe Blog 

If you have a recipe that you would like to share and have included in one of the upcoming newsletters - email it to 
elks1879secretary@gmail.com or place it in the red secretary box in the lounge hallway.   

 

I would love to share the recipe for the Cheesy Tater Casserole that we all enjoyed with our Seafood 

Platter back in August! My favorite potato for this dish is Yukon Gold—and I do not peel them! I 

love the flavor and texture the skins add. And since I’m sharing the recipe, I might as well let you in 

on a couple of my little “secret” additions. A wee bit of Lawry’s Seasoned Salt never hurts a dish 

like this, and a pinch or two of sugar is always another good idea! Hope you enjoy making it at 

home as much as we enjoyed serving it!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- 12 - 

September Happenings 



Fairhope Lodge No. 1879 
561 S. Mobile Street, Fairhope, AL 36532 

Ph. 251-928-9120  E-mail: elks1879clubmanager@gmail.com 
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Match Game 

Can you match the animals to their group name? 

       dolphins       fever 

   Lemurs   prickle 

   owls    pod 

   Stingrays   parliament 

   porcupines   conspiracy 

Monthly Extra’s 

Brain Teasers: 

What is unusual about the following words: revive, banana, grammar, 

voodoo, assess, potato, dresser, and uneven? 

Interesting facts about September : 

September derives its name from septem, the Latin word for seven, 

because it was the seventh month in the early Roman calendar. It is the 

only month with the same number of letters as its numerical order  

(nine letters for the ninth month).   

Your Choice Burger | Cheese Burger  $6 

Your choice Fries or Onion Rings  $3 

Friday Night Meals 
4th - 1st Friday, Fried Chicken Dinner 
11th - 2nd Friday, Prime Rib Dinner  

18th - 3rd Friday, Seafood Dinner 
25th - 4th Friday, Emblem Pork Chops 

2nd  - Emblem Spaghetti & Jackpot BINGO 
9th - Beef Tips over Rice & Jackpot BINGO 

16th - Country Fried Steak & Jackpot BINGO 
23rd - Chicken Sammiches & Jackpot BINGO 

30th - Country Buffet & Jackpot BINGO  

Wednesday Night Meals 

13th - 2nd Sunday, Brunch 10a-1p   $18  

Sunday Meal 

EVERY MONDAY 

Comic Corner 

GET READY, TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS...                   
BINGO ON A SUNDAY?!   

 

Be sure to plan on bringing a friend or two and make 
Sunday your Funday all while supporting your         

community and the Fairhope Elks Lodge!  

Taco Tuesday’s  



Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks 

Fairhope Elks Lodge No. 1879 
 

      Like & Follow us on FACEBOOK 
        https://www.facebook.com/elkslodge1879 

Sun     
2pm—close 

Mon    
5pm—close 

Tue       

5pm—close 
Wed    

5pm—close 
Thu     

5pm—close 
Fri      

4pm—close 
Sat      

2pm—close  

 
 

 
 

 1 
 
 

Happy Hour 5p-7p    

Taco Tuesday 6p      

2 
 
 

Emblem Spaghetti  

Jackpot BINGO 

3 
 4 

 
 

Fried Chicken Dinner            

Music Trivia & Karaoke 

5 
 
 

 

College Game Day 

6 
 

 
 

 

 

7 
 
 
 

No Burgers 

8 
 
 

Happy Hour 5p-7p    

Taco Tuesday 6p      

9 
 
 

Beef Tips & Rice           

Jackpot BINGO 

10 

 
 
 

11 
 
 

*Prime Rib Dinner  

Music Trivia & Karaoke 

12 
 
 

 

College Game Day 

13 
 

                                                         

 
 

14 
 
 

Burger Night  

15 
 
 

Happy Hour 5p-7p    

Taco Tuesday 6p      

16 
 
 

Country Fried Steak 

Jackpot BINGO 

17 

 
 

18 
 
 

Seafood Dinner       

Music Trivia Only  

19 
 
 

 

College Game Day 

20 
 

 

 
 

21 
 
 

Burger Night  

22 
 
 

Happy Hour 5p-7p    

Taco Tuesday 6p      

23 
 
 

Chicken Sammies               

Jackpot BINGO 

24 

 
 

25 
 

Mike & Auburn’s        

Famous Pork Chops 

LIVE Music - Ray Tanner 

26 
 
 

 

College Game Day 

27 
 

 

 
 

28 
 
 

Burger Night  

29 
 
 

Happy Hour 5p-7p    

Taco Tuesday 6p      

30 
 
 

Country Buffet                           

Jackpot BINGO 

   

Brain Teaser: Take the fist letter of each word and place 
it at the end. It will spell the same word backward. 

https://www.facebook.com/elkslodge1879

