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What Are Considered
Essential Needs?

The Spotlight Grant has
expanded the hunger relief

project plan to include
essential needs. Essential

needs include items crucial
for maintaining basic health,
hygiene, and well-being,
including many supplies not

covered by government
benefits such as SNAP. See
below for exqmples on what Delano, Calif., Lodge No. 1761 used a

are considered essential Spotlight Grant to provide food, essential
needs, and support to families living in

needs items. households that are under-resourced.
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For 2024-25, the Elks National Foundation allocated more than $16 million to fund the Community Investments
Program. Lodges meet local needs through CIP grants that offer EIks opportunities to serve their community in
ways that will raise the Lodge’s profile, energize the membership, encourage former members to return to the

fold, and gain the notice of people who want to be part of an organization that’s doing great things. To learn
more about the Community Investments Program, please visit elks.org/CIP.



https://www.elks.org/sharedelksorg/enf/files/HENAPP.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/eligible-food-items#:~:text=Households%20CANNOT%20use%20SNAP%20benefits%20to%20buy%3A&text=Vitamins%2C%20medicines%2C%20and%20supplements.,%2Dup%20from%20the%20store
https://www.elks.org/lodges/enfGrantHistory.cfm?LodgeNumber=1761

