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Since 1931, the Elks National Foundation has helped students recognize their academic dreams. This year, they will award nearly $5.8 million in college scholarships to at least 900 outstanding, service-minded high school seniors. With these scholarships, students receive more than financial aid; they receive an invitation to join the #ElksFamily.
“Beyond the financial assistance, this scholarship is a powerful source of encouragement,” says Liv Steinmetz, a 2026 Legacy scholar sponsored by Summit, N.J., Lodge No. 1246. “It reminds me that others believe in my potential and motivates me to work hard, give back to my community, and uphold the values represented by the ENF.”
For Legacy scholars, the Elks have always been part of the family. Awarded to children or grandchildren of Elks, this scholarship requires recipients to serve with an Elks Lodge three times over the four years they receive the scholarship. 
In 2026-27, Legacy Awards increased in both quantity and amount awarded; 400 Legacy scholars received $6,000 scholarships, whereas only 350 Legacy scholars received $4,000 scholarships previously.
“My parents and family members have been proud Elks members for as long as I can remember, and being raised in an Elks family has shaped my character and sense of service,” says Crystian Zelinsky, a 2026 Legacy scholar sponsored by Ellenville, N.Y., Lodge No. 1971. “I look forward to carrying our family’s involvement into the next generation.”
Ranging from $1,000 to $7,500 per year, Most Valuable Student scholarships are open to high school seniors who will be pursuing a four-year degree, on a full-time basis, in an accredited United States college or university. No relation to the Elks is necessary to apply. Five hundred four-year scholarships will be awarded to the highest-rated applicants in the 2027 competition. 
“One of the most lasting images in my mind is the rotunda at the Elks National Memorial,” says Elijah Borjon, a 2026 Top 20 Most Valuable Student scholar sponsored by Petaluma, Calif., Lodge No. 901. “Standing there, I felt the weight of the organization behind the award. The Elks were not just a logo on a form. They are people, buildings, traditions, volunteers, stories, and generations of members who decided that supporting young people was worth their time and money.”
As they enter the next stages of their life, the class of 2027 Elks scholars will feel a wide range of emotions; with their new #ElksFamily, they will never feel alone. 
Applications for the 2027 Legacy Awards and Most Valuable Student scholarship are now open! If you know any high school seniors, encourage them to apply. 
[bookmark: _Hlk531188315]In 2026-27, the Elks National Foundation will award $5.8 million in college scholarships, ensuring a bright future for our nation’s youth. As important members of the Elks family, Elks scholars receive many social and service opportunities with the Elks and one another. For more information about our scholarship programs and ways Lodges can get involved with Elks scholars, visit elks.org/scholars.
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