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So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them. With Community Investments Program grants, Elks Lodges uphold this solemn pledge by meeting the needs of local veterans.
Since 2017, Asheville, N.C., Lodge No. 608 has partnered with the Veterans Restoration Quarters (VRQ), a housing facility for local veterans run by the Asheville Buncombe Community Christian Ministry. The Asheville Lodge has used nearly all its CIP grants to support the VRQ over those years by providing meals and essential supplies such as clothing and hygiene items. However, in 2024, disaster struck.
Hurricane Helene ravaged the southeastern United States, causing more than $59 billion dollars of damage and destroying more than 70,000 homes in North Carolina alone, according to the North Carolina Housing Coalition. 
The storm completely flooded the VRQ, forcing all 250 veterans and staff members to be evacuated by the National Guard and moved to a motel across the street. This temporary solution became permanent when the Ministry purchased the building, with the hopes of turning it into a new veteran housing facility. 
The Asheville Lodge received a Spotlight Grant from the CIP to help make these plans a reality.
Determined to outfit the former motel with a library and computer room, the Asheville Elks quickly got to work. They were very hands-on in the process—several Lodge members with experience as carpenters and building contractors volunteered their time to get the job done. 
“Members who are in the building industry, along with other members who ‘just like demolition,’ made this project happen,” says Grants Coordinator Doris Crawley, herself a retired contractor. “We pulled in family members who had electrical and plumbing experience to also help.”
The Asheville Lodge achieved their goal but didn’t stop there. This year, it used a Spotlight Grant to convert a motel room into a store where VRQ residents can “shop” for clothing, toiletries, and more, free of charge. As important as the physical support they offer the VRQ, Elks are a stable presence amid uncertainty and hardship for the veterans who live there. 
“Over the course of five weeks, we met and talked with numerous veterans. It was heartwarming and sometimes sad to hear their stories,” says Crawley. “It was a pleasure to be a small part in helping our veterans get a second chance at life.”
The Asheville Lodge’s inspiring project was featured in a video during the Opening Ceremony of the 2026 Elks National Convention. To see the project in action, visit enf.elks.org/YouTube and watch the video titled, “It’s What Elks Do.”
If your Lodge wants to uphold the Elks’ solemn pledge to veterans with CIP grants, don’t wait! Visit elks.org/cip for inspiration, and apply for a Beacon, Gratitude or Spotlight Grant to make it a reality. Applications close January 20, 2027.
[bookmark: _Hlk36718401]The Elks National Foundation appropriated $18.8 million to fund the Community Investments Program in 2026-27. For more than 20 years, Lodges have met local needs through CIP grants that offer Elks opportunities to serve their community in ways that will raise the Lodge’s profile, energize the membership, encourage former members to return to the fold, and gain the notice of people who want to be part of an organization that’s doing great things. To learn more about the Community Investments Program, visit elks.org/CIP.  
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