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Foreword

| joined Lodge #8 in 1999 and like so many others before me, ignored the serious
side ofour Order. | always enjoyed the social events and for several years just
attended wheit was convenient.

Then one night was standing in the corner of the hall and our old chamterging

on the wallcaught my attention. | was shocked to read thatLibdge had been
started in 1877 and that the charter seemed to be the original. It also dawned on
me, that there might be something special about a Lodge that barartierof

#8 out of an order that had chartered nearly three thousand and still had
approximately two thousand remaining.

About that time, | started attending our regular business meetings and | made the
acquaintance of several of our older members. | began to ask them about their
knowledge of Lodge history and found Jack Anderson to Iggeat source of
written and oral history. Jack loaned me my first book of Lodge history and it has
served as a stimulus to collect what | have.

Greg SwinneyPast Exalted Ruleplayed a large role in the development of our
history organization when he pgnted me as Lodge Historian and dedicated a
room at the Lodge to show our collection.

After that started taking shape, Ed Black offered me his extraordinary collection of
lodge memorabilia and documents. He had been collecting items of historic
prominerce for decades and had them in pristine condition.

Among the many and varied items in his collectiBrg. Blackhad the wisdom to
carefully preserve the first history book ever written concerning Lodge #8. | have
carefully read and reread this artifacgpied the entire book electronically and
have it available on CD for those who would enjoy reading it. Every tistedly

it | discover links and clues to questions thhive posed. | have to assume that it
is the only remaining copy available ang have itcarefully locked away in the
display case in our History Room.



I have been very slow in starting thi
first time.

It seems like it is time, so here we go.

18771 1903

The Legendary Louisville Lodg#8 owes its existence to three gentlemen from
Cincinnati Lodge #5. Lewis R. Kean, Thomas D. Parmele and J. B. Keiser came to
Louisville in 1877 and recruited 12 other gentlemen as charter members of the
fledgling Louisville Lodge.

Bros. Kean and Parmeltmmn be found in the following photos along with Bros.
Robert S. Brown, Sidney Gates, Al Bourlier, Charles German, Emile Bourlier and
Victor Foster.

Not shown are the charter members, Charles Ballard, Charles Woodruff, J. H.
Phelps, William Osbourne, Chasl&lonsch and J. G. Brown. We are still looking
for a photo of J. B. Keiser.

Charles German will surface again at the end of this segment, as he is the writer
and historian that produced the book this chapter is gleaned from.

S
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TR A ™
AL BOURLIER, SIDNEY J. GATES.
squire 1877, Member Grand Lodge. Chaplain 1877. Member Grand Lodge.

THE PFOUR PRESENT LIVING CHARTER AND HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS OF NO. 8
Initiated April 29, 1877. :

8] LM AN, RO, S, BROwN,
Mo’y Hyenrs, ’t‘vﬂﬁur M’omln“nl'lll'nud Lodge, Wxaltod Ruler 809, Member Grand Lodge,

(Y
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Luwis R, KEAN,
Charter Member and IMrst Bxalted
Ruler April, 1877,

Vicror 'OSTER, )
Churter Member and Inner Guard 1877.
Demitted and Reinstated .

EMILE BOURLIER.
Grand Est. Leading Knight 1800,
Honorary Life Member.

THOS. D. PARMELE.
Est. Loyal Kt. 1877, Demitted to New
York Lodge Feb. 27, 1887, _



The next photo and theobk it came fromarelikely to be the only known existing
copies Thanks to Ed Black and others that preceded him, we have a look at the
humble beginnings of our Lodge honieis said that our meetings took place on
the second floofor approximately sixnonths. It was determined at that time to
move to the Histronic Hall of which there is no available history of.

Where Louisville Lodge No. 8 B, P. O. Elks was Organized—April 29, 1877
Sixth Strect, between Gréen anc wfoin et —ADFil 20, 1877.



Unfortunately,due to lack of interestpn May 13, 1879, Lodge #8 was given
permission to surrender her charter and ceased to betigsa aember of the
Grand Lodge.

After a lapse of approximately five years, Bro. Frank Girard, a man who had been
active asGrand Exalted Ruleand was currenthDistrict Deputy to the Grand
Exalted Ruler came to Louisville and gathered a group of indisiduwhose
purpose was to revive Lodge #8his group included many of the original charter
members andome new members who helped to accomplish their aims.

The Grand Lodge was petitioned in good order and the Lodge was rechartered on
Jan. 9, 1884.

On marl6, 1888, it was decided to move the meeting night from Wednesday to
Monday, which it remains to this day.

Lodge #8, as the Motherlodge of the State of Kentucky was always active and
involved in the organization of new Lodges. In keeping with this, we that on

Feb. 26, 1890, a delegation from Lodge #8 made the trip, by railcar to
Middlesboro, where they helped to establish our newest Lodge.

During this period, it was fashionable for each established Lodge to have parade
units to perform locally and pscially at the National Conventions or Reunions as
they were referred to.

These normally consisted of marching bands and, or drill corps and Lodge #8
certainly competed in this area.



The next photo is typical of many that we have in our
collection.

Drill Team at Cleveland Ohio. Grand Lodge Meeting and Reunion, July 8th, 9th and 10th, 1890.

A devastating tornado hit Louisville on March™22.890. Lodge #8 responded
with a massive effort to aid the community. Nearly six thousand dollars was raised
for the relief effort.

During the year of 1891, the Elks Rest section of Cave Hill Cemetery was
purchased and dedicated.

The event occurred during the Grand Lodge Reunion that took place in Louisville.
A crowd of approximately 10,000 turned out for the event, which was re@srted
far away as the New York Times.



REUNION OF THE ELKS.

ST .
DEDICATION OF A NEW “REST?” IN A
LOUISVILLE CEMETERY.

LOUISVILLE, Ky., May 17.—The sixth annual
reunion of the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks began here to-day. Delegations are pres-
ent from Indianapolis, Baltimore, Erie, Penn.;
Cleveland, Ohio; Butler, Penn. ; Columbus, Ohio:
Evansville, Ind.; 8t. Louis, Chicago, Reading,
Penu.; Pittsburg, Xalamsazoo, Grand Rapids,
Detroit, Birmingham, Alsa.; Greenville, Miss.;

Middlesborough, Xy.; Hartford, Conn.; Wash-
ington, New-York, Boston, and S8an Franocisco.
The meetings will continne three days.

This aftermoon at Cave Hill Cemetery, in the
presence of 10,000 people, the ** Klks Rest” was
dedicated. After & march through the streets
the delegates formed upoun their grounds. Judge
W. B. Hoke, of Louisville, made the first
address, delivering the ounds to the
order, and Exalted Ruler A. Apperly of the '
Louisville lodge accepted them. Prof E. Eich-
horn then gave a cornet solo, * Nearer. My God, |
to Thee.” The unveiling of the monument |
by Grand Esquire W. C. Dudley ‘of San
¥ranoisoo, was next in order, and an ad-
dress Ly Urand Exalted Ruler Dr. S8imnon Quin-
ton of Chicago, the reading of Will Carle-
ton's poem, ** Cover Them ¢ver,” by Exalted
Ruler William H. Friday of Brooklyn, an ad-
dress by Post Grand Chaplain the Rev. Henry
G. Perry of Chicago, and the bemnediction by
Grand Chaplain George A. Reynolds of Hart-
tord, Conn., concluded the programme.

The monument consists of & bronze elk,
twelve fuet m%n. upon & base four feet high.
The plot is to be the last resting place of mem-
bers of the order, as shall seom proper. ‘T'he
meeting will be continued to-morrow with buai-
ness and social sessions.

Ele New Hork Eimes
Published: May 18, 1891
Copyright © The New York Times




The ORest 6 iasimpessiéhbronzg ktatue that vas cast and installed
for $1,000.00.

We still have the original invoice that was used in its purchase and the statue is in
very good order as you can see in the next photo.

Photo courtesy of Lou Zweibel



On April 18, 1892, thd_odge adopted a resolution to place the naméheir
Exalted Ruler, Astley Apperly into nomination for the position of Grand Exalted
Ruler.

During October, 1892 the first reposas givenregarding the construction of a
new Lodge home. This report was bl first of many that preceded a beautiful,
elaborate building that tragically had a very short INéore on that in a later
chapter

During the month of Jund898 many of our members, joined by a contingency of
Elks from ourMotherlodge, Cincinnat#5 traveled by chartered train tcetoit,
where along with winning first place in the Drill Corps competition, our Exalted
Ruler, Astley Apperly was nominated and elected to the office of Grand Exalted
Ruler.

Louisville Lodge Drill Team that won first Prize at Detroit, June, 1893.
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FIRST PRIZE BANNER, DETROIT, JUNE 1893,

MEMBERS OF DRILL CORPS.

Masters Brooks Brown and Ed. B. Guthrie, Markers,

A. Apperly,

C. L. Nelson,

W. C. Herr, °

J. W. Ropke,
Wm, Ryan,
Thos. J. Batman,

Clarence Johnston,

S, M. S. McPhie,
Walter E. Glover,
Jno. R. Botto.

J. Pink Cuneo,

Augustus Kane,
‘W. Allen Kinney,
W. B. Thomas,
Jno. H. Thomas,
Henry J. Draudt,
Robt. S. Brown,
Jas. J. Guthrie,
Byron W, Orr,

Samuel L. Rubel,

Allen Leathers.
Jno, W. I'lood,

Ed. B. Sloan,

W. J. Rice,

Wim. B. Lucas,
P. G. Berle,
Thos. Syers,
John Fultz,
Oscar Hummler,
Chasg. W. German,
Otto Hinzen,

J. P. Simmons,
T. G. Williams.

4l

John H. Leathers, Capt.; Wm. H. Meffert, 1st. Lieut.: Archie Johnson, 2nd Lieut



ASTLEY APPERLY
1893-94 y

Lodge #8has the distinct honor of having two Past Grand Exalted Ruletits i
history, whereas most Lodges would feel blessed to have just one.

Bro. Apperly served with distinction, but was unfortunately outmaneuvered in a
political struggle not of his makingThe Grand Lodge split into two factions over
the selection of theoming Grand Lodge Convention. Actual conventions were
announced and held in two separate citieantic City and Jamestown, NY,
which was favored by Bro. Apperly.

Each convention selected its own slate of Officers and later was ruled on by the
SupremeCourt of the state of New York, in favor of the Atlantic City faction.
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A FEW MEMBERS OF N°8.

The following montage is unique, in that it was accomplished without the use of

photoshop.

Who have taken part and assisted in many entertainments.



On July 24, 1898 the 6Lodge Homed committee
for thenew Lodge. The plot was situated on Walnut St. between Third and Fourth
Sts.and was bought for seventeen thousaritve hundred dollars.The Lodge

entered a very popular period and the membership grew steadily, as the Lodge
Home Fund grew. One of theajor factors was the Carnival and Street Fair. It

took place at the turn of the century and was reported to be an event unparalleled in
the South.

Next is an excerpt from our original history book that relates the struggle to
finance and acquire the LoglgHome better that | ever could.

FINAL REPORT OF THE ELKS’ HOME- COMMITTEE.

“Irom the final report of the “Home Committe,” as submitted
to the Lodge, we extract the following very interesting matter
pertaining to the Home from its inception and the various ways
and means devised to insure its completion :

The Home of the Louisville Lodge of Elks is located on the South
uldo of Walnut street, between Third and Fourth streets, one of the
mont contral and notable places in the city of Louisville. Part of the
prosent structure is the same building occupied for many years by the
Iumpton College, and is one of the few remaining historical edifices of
Ltho olty.

['or nearly twenty years the members of ILouisville Lodge of
Ik have been considering the matter of securing a permanent Home,
nud many attempts have been made heretofore to establish a fund which
would ultimately secure such a place. In fact, on several occasions
((ulto respectable sums have been raised, but in each case the projects
hiuve been without material results. When the present Home Committee
wus appointed it was contemplated that a Home would be secured cost-
g about $20,000, and provision was made for setting aside forty-five per
cont, of the gross receipts of the Lodge for this purpose. The Home
Committee, realizing that the forty-five per cent. assessment from the
rocoipts of the Lodge would probably not amount to enough in several
yonrs to accomplish the desired result, set to work to find other means
of raising the necessary funds, and later on met with success far beyond
thelr highest anticipation.

The first efforts of the Committee were directed in securing sub-
neriptions from our brother Elks to this work, and the Committee gave
i proat deal of their time and attention to visiting many of our members
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wb thelr places ol business and their residences; dividing the city into
gootions Tor this purpose and securing thereby, after several months’ ap-
plication, the handsome sum of a little over $11,000.

The first public project set on foot was the series of river excursions
during the summer of 1899, which resulted in a profit of about $1,500 for
the IHome I'und. The next project set on foot by the Home Committee
was the carnival of 1899, a stupendous undertaking, and the result of
which exceeded the most brilliant hopes of the committee, resulting in a
profit in round numbers of $21,000. Encouraged by the success of the
first series of river excursions, a second series in the season of 1900 was
given and resulted in securing $1,600 additional. Then came the Carni-
val of 1900, undertaken with more or less misgivings on the part of
many of the members, there being some doubt among the members of
the Lodge as to whether a second carnival would prove a success. The
various committees handling the carnival, being practically the same
members who managed the carnival of 1899, by extraordinary effort,
industry, and the introduction of many new features, made a success of
the second carnival, which resulted in a profit of about $18,000, of which
$1,250 was donated to the Newsboys’ Home. From this amount, also,
there was purchased $5,000 in bonds, and placed in the Sinking Fund,
the Home securing about $11,900 from the profits of the second carnival.

While the second carnival was not as great a financial success as
the first one, it was in many respects more of a success than anyone had
any right to expect. The expenses of the second carnival were much
greater than those of the former one, because every person and institu-
tion performing any service in behalf of the carnival, outside of the
Klks’ Lodge, demanded full pay, while in the case of the first carnival
they were much more liberal. Besides, the people of this community
had seen the first carnival, and as many of the features of the first were
part of the second the side-show patronage was not quite as liberal; be-
sides, during the second carnival, much rainy and disagreeable weather
was experienced, and since nearly every carnival enterprise throughout
the United States proved more or less of a failure, this committee feels
proud of the fact that the second carnival was the success it turned out
to be. It has been acknowledged by the members of a number of the
largest business institutions of the city that the second carnival resulted
in greater good to the business interests of the city of Louisville than
any other like enterprise ever undertaken. Aside from what the Elks
have accomplished for themselves by the two carnivals, they have occa-
sion to be proud of the fact that many of our best citizens give them
credit for successfully conducting this great enterprise, and the many
subordinate features connected therewith—two of the most important of
which were the great industrial parade of 1899 and the magnificent
floral pageant of 1900, which is said by many of our citizens and by trav-
eling people and persons who have witnessed such affairs in several
parts of the world, to have exceeded in extent, beauty and perfection of
details anything of the kind ever given.

Among the other enterprises from which the committee has secnred
material aid was the Park Day, contributed by one of the brothers, and
the base ball game with the Red Men graciously volunteered by that
organization, and the work of the Klks’ Drill Corps at St. Louis, which
latter resulted in securing the handsome prize of $1,000 in cash, which
was turned over to the Home Fund.

The attention of the committee was invited to quite a number of
pieces of property located in various parts of the city, and they investi-
gated all that they believed were worthy of consideration, but finally
decided on the handsome Hampton College property, about which
clusters many historical reminiscences dating back into the thirties.
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o pervicen of brother Chas, D, Meyer were socurod as architoct
nidd povernl plans for remodeling, improving and adding to thig property
wora submitted in detall to the Lodge. That method of improvemoent
dootded upon by the Lodge was adopted by the Home Committeo and
fulthiully corvied out,  In consideration of the inereasing membership of
tho Lodgo, the committeo realized ag the work progressed the neeessity
ol furthor pdditions and improvements, and encouraged by the success
of Ttw efforts to raiso the wherewithal to pay for the same, the committee
continued to extond and expand the property until it reached its present
dlmenuions,

The following is o summary of the receipts and expenses:

RECETPTS.

lartysfive per cent. of Todge Income. ....ccoeviviiiviiiiinennns $ 7,690 69
Donmtions \»y Liodge from General Fund ....oovevevnvenroeneens 1,650 00
Bt Louls Drill Corps Prize...oovvveenvens O e T 1,000 00
IR BRI SO CRBIIVRL . o o oons comivnivnvians soes sisivsies v 21,342 52
IR EeitE 1800 RIver KXeurslons ....ovevevioin venn snawamas 1,495 69
Nat profits 1000 River EXcursions. .....o.oeeeereinnniievenone.n 1,761%55
Colloetions from Subseriptions obtained by Committee and In-

forest, on Subscription Deposits ....oovvvviiiiiiin e BLTOT 87
['voconds Base Ball Game with Red Men........ G5 S e, 50 50
Donntion by 1. W. Brown of expenses to Atlantic City...... o 67 50
Momo small Special Donations ...........coovvernieennennnn.. 21 75
Not procoeds of Bro. Senning’s Day at his Park............... 374 35
Interont obtained by Treasurer on Deposits «...ooovvviinnn.... 275 00
Amount turned over by Lodge from 1900 Carnival............. 11,966 69
Additionn! for I"urnishing and Equipping Cafe and for Heating

O e 1064 o vt snomoncboinsssts” Somitoims emis 2580 O BT e e ek 2,471 52

Total placed in hands of Committee. ... iviiwiieiniiavas $58,925 63

Liows wmount paid on accoant of expenses for General Fund.... 1,503 36
Not nmount for Home, Improvements and Furnishings. .$57,422 27
SUMMARY OF EXPENSES.

COBl O EROPERET w avw sssmamin commm v soseseam $17,500 00
[mprovements. .....,. atsieee & T i TG 30,308 87
IMurnishings ... .. Pl el b, RS g S 9,613 40

T L s omsnmonsnes e i $57,422 27

I'he following Bros. composed the Home Committee :

[Robt. S. Brown, Chairman; Astley Apperly, Vice-Chairman; Enos
Hponcer, Secretary; Wm. J. Hogan, Treasurer; Edward Klauber, M. J.
V\lﬂnn, Pinkney Varble, Edward Marret, Sidney J. Gates, Herman
Hehwabacher, W. Allen Kinney, Frederick Klooz, William E. Riley:
[tobort, W. Brown, Exalted Ruler, ex-officio member; Hamilton Gris-
wold, Augustus Miller, Jas. G. Guthrie, Trustees; Zachariah Phelps,
Clounsel; Chas. D. Meyer, Architect.



This following article from th&entucky Elkaccurately describes the prominence
that our Lodge projected at that time.

Events of 1901,

. 4 -~ . '
The Louisville T'imes of January 1st, had the following to
sy of how our Lodge observed the outgoing of the old and the

incoming of the new century:

The IKlks welcomed the new century in impressive fashion at their
henutiful new home last night. The regular lodge session, which pre-
ooded the wateh service, was notable also. Twenty new members,
Including some of the most prominent men in the city, were initiated,
Pudsing thoe membership of No. 8 to 867.

According to agreement, whereby he was continued in office until
the now home should be completed and occupied, Exalted Ruler R.
W, Hrown presented his resignation, but the Lodge voted unanimously
In favor of his retention of the office until the expiration of the regular
torm, three months hence.

A large number of visiting Elks from all parts of the country
nttondod the lodge session.

Aflter the regular session of the Lodge adjournment was taken to
tho club rooms, where a reception was conducted until 11:30, when all
ropaired to the lodge room. Members and visitors united in singing
“America,” after which Mr. Zack Phelps delivered an address, ‘‘The
Nineteenth Century, a Retrospect.” He closed just before midnight,
unnd on the stroke of the hour all joined hands and sang ‘‘Auld Lang
Hyne,' after which Mr. R. W. Brown spoke to the sentiment, ‘‘Adien
nnd welecome.” This was followed by a bright and breezy address from
Mp, W, E. Riley on the *“Twentieth Century—a Prophetic View.”
Altogether the occasion was delightful and impressively memorable.
Oprganist Hazzard contributed a number of beautiful selections.



The centerpiece of the new Lodge Home was the Hall as can be seen in the
following photos.

Lodge Room—TLooking West—-Esteemed Leading K night's Station.



It was in this great Lodge Home that Louisville #8 gave what is called its finest
hour. Under the leadership of one of its greatest Exalted Rulers, BroWwn, the

Lodge hosted nine thousand children from the poorest neighborhoods of Louisville
for a grand Christmas party. The following excerpt describes it in detail.

The following from the “Kentucky Elk,” published by our
good brother Chas. J. Cruise, is a glowing account of how No. 8
gladdened the hearts of 9,000 of the poor children of Louisville
on December 28th. It was the biggest undertaking ever at-
tempted by the Lodge; and much praise was accorded the
Elks by the citizens of Louisville for their great success in carry-
ing out this grand work of charity :

He whom millions call Divine, and all the civilized world recognize
at least as a great prophet, has said that blessed is the man who shall
give a cup of water to a little child. ~What, then, must be the portion
of an Order that in one day brought delirious joy and Christmas cheer
to nine thousand children, to whom, otherwise, the three hundred and
sixty-five days in the year would have been all alike? And this is what
Louisville Lodge of Elks did on Saturday, December 28th. From the
highways and byways, from the streets and the alleys, from the little
eottages, the back rooms and the garrets, they gathered them in for one
grand Christmas offering. It was a dragnet haul of the city’s poor.

And the earnest searchers found nine thousand little ones who knew
naught, practically naught, of Christmas. To most of them it was sim-
ply “‘a day on which man couldn’t work ;" so there was less to eat than
usual. They knew nothing of the glad times and the Christmas gifts
and of Santa Claus who comes down the chimney. All these things the
Elks taught them. It was a liberal education to the children, but a
bigger lesson in charity to a city like Louisville, Ky.

Weeks ago the plan was conceived in the mind of Bro. R. W.
Brown. He thought it would be a fine thing to let some of the poor
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olilldron of tho elty share with tho ke in tholr festivities at Christmaos
thme,  Charlty 1w one of the watchwords of our Order, and what could
bo wore charltable than helping lutle ehildren who needed it?  They
wnde Breo, 18 WL Brown chairman of the committee on arrangements,
wndd thon the work bogan,

I prow and sproad,  Wider and wider became the scheme, until it
toole within its seope the whole ity and all the young city poor.

1'he Klks threw themselves heart and soul into the work. They
huntod oo poor ehild as hard as ever they hunted the nimble nickel at
othor thmos.  And the result came on Saturday, December 28th. All
the olty know the project, but none knew how they would carry out the
glgentio Chreistmas party, They carried it out—well, as the Elks have
onerlod out every other undertaking—to a splendid success.

By 7w, m. the children had begun to gather for their party. They
cimo Lo the Sunday-school room of the Ifirst Christian Church, at Fourt
Avonno and Walnut street, to the Newsboys’ Home, on Third avenue,
aid (o Trinity Church, Third Avenue and Guthrie street. " The Sunday-
nehool room of the Christian Church filled first. Then they began send-
lng them to the Newsboys' Home, and soon that was full. The third,
tho ovorllow station, Trinity Church, was crowded next. But Santa
Cltin b been delayed. It was a murky morning, and report said that
ho hid (o come carefully with such a heavy load for fear one of the rein-
dovey mlght miss his footing among the chimney tops and the present
for ohild No. 8,025 be lost. But at last Santa was there and all was
rondy.

“Lot her go,”” said Bro. Brown, and ‘‘Let her go,” shouted Bro. W.
1, Iiley, ehief of the marshals.

Biro. Capt. Jim. Jacobs, at the head of twenty policemen, was there
fo lkeop the street clear.  Not a vehicle was allowed on Walnut between
Thivd and Ifourth avenues.

An lk running—all the Elks ran—bringing news to the First
Chrigtion Church that Santa Claus had really come.

5o the guardian Elks straightened them out, and held them until a
long line of bright-faced, eager children, in column of twos, extended
from the Sunday-school room of the First Christian Chureh clear around
Lo tho IKks? Home. And still the church was not completely emptied.
T'ho well-dressed, happy-looking people, passing along the street stopped
and crowded up to watch that thinly-clad beaming line until traffic was
hlockoed and Capt. Jacobs, with Sergt. Buddell and his policemen had to
compel them to move on.  And then not a few, as they walked along the
o, would stop here and there, perhaps before some motherly ten-year-
old girl with her five-year-old brother beside her, to drop a dime with a
wlyh into the hand of the little woman. But none, not even those who
guvo the most, had faces as happy as the children in that line. Ior the

glvors Christmas time had long ago become hackneyed, but for the little
onos it was the first excursion into a mysterious land of unknown joys.
The police kept the way clear, and gradually the line moved up. At
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thoe hond wont Bro. IRiley, and after him trooped the children, treading
on one wnother's heels in their eagerness to keep up,  So the line disap-
warad within the big door that lets one into the ground floor of the
Gllen' Home,

And, from within, as the door was opened, there came to those
widting without the sound of sweet musie, broken now and then by joy-
ful whouts and shricks of laughter.

The Blles’ Christmas party had truly begun.

The front ground room of the Home was filled with big-eyed, open-
mouthoed children, all facing one way. There was a big covered-up box
with n Httle stage on top of it over in one corner, and on this stage did
Punch and Judy perform to an appreciative audience. The order was
piven to march upstairs to the first floor from the basement. At the top
of tho wtales two brothers called on the visitors to show their tickets.

16w ko going on a train, for the children had embarked on the
IHen! wpooinl for Christmasland and they must show the credentials of
tholr worthiness, @

I tho ticket bore the number three, its owner kept on to the left, up
wnothor Mght of stairs to the shoe room, and most of them went there.
Muw, Al, Bourlior and Miss Ifanny MeCoy, a trained nurse, stood at the
lop o woleomo the little ones.  If they were sound and strong Mrs.
Hourlier and Phil Barbour led them around to be fitted at the Elks'
nhioo wtore, If they were weak Miss MeCoy received them, but there
wius Httle for her to do.

Thnt whoo store made a record for Louisville. Over five thousand
mdew of whoes distributed, one pair at a time—that would almost drive a
ool shoo wtore out of business for want of stock. Five brothers fitted

Wl duy, and up to 10 o’clock at night.

All wero in readiness, waiting. The Elks’ electrician, William W,
Hohnehloiter, turned on the hundred little incandescent lights that
mndo the tree shine and glisten with Christmas joy. The tree, which
wi i bonutiful pine, was planted thirty years ago in Shawnee Park, by
tho father of Bro. Ernest Kettig, who cut the tree, and with the aid of
hiw woven employes from the above park, of which he is superintendent,
I wam placed in position in the center of the lodge room to the amaze-
mont ol werowd of brothers, who said the tree would have to be cut to
Ivlmwu, a8 the front doors were seven feet wide, vhile the tree was
wonty feet high and its branches had a spread of fourteen feet. Up in
Lho organ loft was Bro. Andrew Seibert, with his First Regiment Or-
ohoutrn, whoso services, as on other occasions, our generous brother
ll(mul.mf [roe of charge.

On shelves placed about the walls were bags and bundles of good
things piled up high, almost out of reach. Four rows of temporary
nholves, made by placing tables on top of tables, all loaded, ran across
Lho big lodge room.

In the center stood the huge Christmas tree, with the rich tinsel
thnt flashod back in myriad rays wonderful rainbow effects from the in-
enndoseent lights that adorned it. Everything was ready.

There came a patter of little feet along the hall outside.

“Ilore they come,” whispered the doorkeeper.

Tho bandmaster arose. His baton swung and in the fullness of the
Christmas joy there floated out over the big hall the gloriously. swelling
anthem —“Ilark, the herald angels sing.”’

Tho head of the line reached the door. A little boy of the streets in
lneo pants led it. The line stopped stock still. The boy stood feet
npinet, mouth open and eyes stretched wide, gazing into the room. Then
hin little jacket stretched tight from the deep heave of his chest.
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HYHally geel” he almost whispored.
And a little girl standing just behind the boy, burst into tears from
pure joy at the sight.

It was a charge of the nine thousand.

As fast as they were served they were passed out through another
door, and here, going through, each child was stamped on the right
hand with the figure 8: It was the mark to keep any shy youngster
from trying twice. One little chap was passed over, but promptly came
rushing back to the stamper: *I wants to git all ’at’s comin’ to me."’

From the big room the children swept on down, now in a burdened
line, to the basement. There was the toy room, where Bro. Max Bloom,
who proved ‘‘himselfa ““wonder,”’ and his able assistants were stationed.

During the day the Elks, in order to keep the children from suffer-
ing served sandwiches to all of them, and every onec who wanted to take
bread home, received a loaf.

The most surprising thing was the excellent health of the youngsters.
Throughout the entire day but six cases of prostration were reported.
Bro. Dr. T. Hunt Stucky, whose ability for emergency work causes him
always to be chosen, had a splendid medical corps that had nothing to do
but sit around and watch other persons work.

Late into the evening the rush kept up; some children coming
through the rain at 8 and 9 o’clock. Even then the place was not cleared
of presents.

Sunday morning Maj. Hughes ordered out two of the fire department
wagons, to which were added seven more, which some of the brothers
placed at the disposal of the committee. These, loaded with packages,
made the rounds to carry Christmas to the little ones who, either from
illness or some other cause, could not attend the Christmas tree. How-
ever, the well ones were expected to present themselves at the Elks’
Home between 9 and 2 o’clock to receive their gifts on that day.

Tuesday, December 31st, marked the ending of fhe biggest charity,
unselfishly carried out, that TLouisville has ever 'known. But if it
records the end of the Christmas tree party it also marks really but the
birth of that love which from this time forward the poor of Louisville
must bear the Elks.

All the remaining packages were sorted out and put together with
what was reserved to be distributed at the Children’s Free Hospital and
the Colored Orphan’s Home, which was sent to those institutions on
December 31st. The packages given out, in eight out of ten cases, con-
tained a hat and suit of clothes, underwear and a pair of shoes and
stockings, besides candies, nuts and oranges and a toy, which was given
to each child as it was leaving the building. The girls also received
wearing apparel, which consisted of dress patterns or dresses, fascinators,
shoes and stockings and a hat. All the wearing apparel which was dis-
tributed was direct from the factory or store, there being no old, cast-
off clothing or shoes given to any child by the Louisville Lodge of Elks.
It is estimated that the value of the goods given out will easily reach
$12,000. Many of the brothers in the dry goods, shoe and clothing busi-
ness made liberal donations, while in many cases the merchants of Louis-
ville sold the purchasing committee goods at far below cost. Some of
the boys’ suits given away were marked at prices ranging from $4 to
$7.50 per suit, while some of the dresses donated by one of our brothers,
who is one of the leading dealers, were worth as high as $10 each, and
some of tae shoes were worth $2.50 per pair.

Much credit is due to the wives, sisters and daughters of the broth-
ers of No. 8, as well as a number of their lady friends, who rendemgd
valuable assistance in putting up the thousands of packages, and in
assisting in the distribution of the packages to the children.



Bro. Brown gathered many accomplishments during his lifetime and one of them
was helping to establish the Kentucky State Elks Association and becoming its first
Presdlent. This took place on May ©91902 at our new Lodge Home in
Louisville and was attended by most of
been established with the help and guidance of Louisville #8.

The nextphotois reflective of the quality of clmacter that our members exhibited
during Lodge #806s formative years. B
actually took part in nearly all of the events described in the first twenty five years

of our Lodgeds existence.
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In concluding my task in preparing this the first History
ol thiv Lodge, T have endeavored to gather all events worthy
ol note to the hest of my ability.  And my only hope of re-
wurd for the labor performed will be the satisfaction of having
ploased my brother Klks; and if any omissions have been
made, either in names or events that ought to have appeared,
(L wns unintentional on my part.  So let this work come to
vou like a John the Baptist in the wilderness of modern
Bookdom, clothed though it may be in errvor and crudeness,
mnd an easy vietim  to criticism, but still a prophet, pro-
claiming a greater and a better.

Fraternally,
Cnas. W. (YERMAN,

Historian.
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We start this peod with the same subject that we ended with. Robert W. Brown
was the Exalted Ruler of Lodge #8 for two years. He brought our Lodge through
the turn of the century, as he presided from 1899 through 1901. He had a
remarkable history both locally and withet Grand Lodge.

He was our second Grand Exalted Ruler during the years of 1905 & 1906. He
served with distinction and was able to inscribe several feats on our tablets of love
and memory by presiding over the modernization of our Rituals, which for the
most part are still in use todaand @& Grand Exalted Ruler, he was able to relocate
to San Francisco angersonallysupervise the enormous Elelief effort that
helped the victims of the great Earthquake of 1906.

He served as Chairman of the Board of Teastof the Grand Lodge during the
years of 1903 1904.

He had the honor of serving as Chief Justice of the Grand Forum during the years
19117 1912.

He had the distinction of serving as the first editor of the Elks Magazine, which we
all enjoy, still todg.

In addition to all of the above, he helped organize and was the first President of the
Kentucky State Elks Association that still provides us with its many benefits and
pleasures yet today.



After giving a large portion of his life and energiesliodge #8, Bro. Brown
retired to San Diego, CA where he passed away on Dec 28, 1925.



