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Foreword 

 

I joined Lodge #8 in 1999 and like so many others before me, ignored the serious 

side of our Order.  I always enjoyed the social events and for several years just 

attended when it was convenient. 

Then one night I was standing in the corner of the hall and our old charter, hanging 

on the wall caught my attention.  I was shocked to read that the Lodge had been 

started in 1877 and that the charter seemed to be the original.  It also dawned on 

me, that there might be something special about a Lodge that bore the number of 

#8 out of an order that had chartered nearly three thousand and still had 

approximately two thousand remaining. 

About that time, I started attending our regular business meetings and I made the 

acquaintance of several of our older members.  I began to ask them about their 

knowledge of Lodge history and found Jack Anderson to be a great source of 

written and oral history.  Jack loaned me my first book of Lodge history and it has 

served as a stimulus to collect what I have. 

Greg Swinney, Past Exalted Ruler, played a large role in the development of our 

history organization when he appointed me as Lodge Historian and dedicated a 

room at the Lodge to show our collection. 

After that started taking shape, Ed Black offered me his extraordinary collection of 

lodge memorabilia and documents.  He had been collecting items of historic 

prominence for decades and had them in pristine condition. 

Among the many and varied items in his collection, Bro. Black had the wisdom to 

carefully preserve the first history book ever written concerning Lodge #8.  I have 

carefully read and reread this artifact, copied the entire book electronically and 

have it available on CD for those who would enjoy reading it.  Every time I study 

it I discover links and clues to questions that I have posed.  I have to assume that it 

is the only remaining copy available and we have it carefully locked away in the 

display case in our History Room. 



I have been very slow in starting this collection, as I wanted to óget it rightô the 

first time. 

It seems like it is time, so here we go. 

 

 

 

1877 ï 1903 

 

 

The Legendary Louisville Lodge #8 owes its existence to three gentlemen from 

Cincinnati Lodge #5.  Lewis R. Kean, Thomas D. Parmele and J. B. Keiser came to 

Louisville in 1877 and recruited 12 other gentlemen as charter members of the 

fledgling Louisville Lodge. 

Bros. Kean and Parmele can be found in the following photos along with Bros. 

Robert S. Brown, Sidney Gates, Al Bourlier, Charles German, Emile Bourlier and 

Victor Foster. 

Not shown are the charter members, Charles Ballard, Charles Woodruff, J. H. 

Phelps, William Osbourne, Charles Monsch and J. G. Brown. We are still looking 

for a photo of J. B. Keiser. 

Charles German will surface again at the end of this segment, as he is the writer 

and historian that produced the book this chapter is gleaned from. 

 

 

 

 





 



The next photo and the book it came from are likely to be the only known existing 

copies.  Thanks to Ed Black and others that preceded him, we have a look at the 

humble beginnings of our Lodge home. It is said that our meetings took place on 

the second floor for approximately six months.  It was determined at that time to 

move to the Histronic Hall of which there is no available history of. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unfortunately, due to lack of interest, on May 13, 1879, Lodge #8 was given 

permission to surrender her charter and ceased to be an active member of the 

Grand Lodge. 

After a lapse of approximately five years, Bro. Frank Girard, a man who had been 

active as Grand Exalted Ruler and was currently District Deputy to the Grand 

Exalted Ruler, came to Louisville and gathered a group of individuals whose 

purpose was to revive Lodge #8.  This group included many of the original charter 

members and some new members who helped to accomplish their aims. 

The Grand Lodge was petitioned in good order and the Lodge was rechartered on 

Jan. 9, 1884. 

On mar 16, 1888, it was decided to move the meeting night from Wednesday to 

Monday, which it remains to this day. 

Lodge #8, as the Motherlodge of the State of Kentucky was always active and 

involved in the organization of new Lodges.  In keeping with this, we note that on 

Feb. 26, 1890, a delegation from Lodge #8 made the trip, by railcar to 

Middlesboro, where they helped to establish our newest Lodge. 

During this period, it was fashionable for each established Lodge to have parade 

units to perform locally and especially at the National Conventions or Reunions as 

they were referred to. 

These normally consisted of marching bands and, or drill corps and Lodge #8 

certainly competed in this area. 

 



The next photo is typical of many that we have in our 

collection.

 

 

A devastating tornado hit Louisville on March 27
th
, 1890.  Lodge #8 responded 

with a massive effort to aid the community.  Nearly six thousand dollars was raised 

for the relief effort. 

During the year of 1891, the Elks Rest section of Cave Hill Cemetery was 

purchased and dedicated. 

The event occurred during the Grand Lodge Reunion that took place in Louisville.  

A crowd of approximately 10,000 turned out for the event, which was reported as 

far away as the New York Times. 



 



The óRestô is highlighted by an impressive bronze statue that was cast and installed 

for $1,000.00. 

We still have the original invoice that was used in its purchase and the statue is in 

very good order as you can see in the next photo. 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Lou Zweibel 



On April 18, 1892, the Lodge adopted a resolution to place the name of their 

Exalted Ruler, Astley Apperly into nomination for the position of Grand Exalted 

Ruler. 

During October, 1892 the first report was given regarding the construction of a 

new Lodge home. This report was but the first of many that preceded a beautiful, 

elaborate building that tragically had a very short life. More on that in a later 

chapter 

During the month of June, 1893 many of our members, joined by a contingency of 

Elks from our Motherlodge, Cincinnati #5 traveled by chartered train to Detroit, 

where along with winning first place in the Drill Corps competition, our Exalted 

Ruler, Astley Apperly was nominated and elected to the office of Grand Exalted 

Ruler.  

 

 



 



 

Lodge #8 has the distinct honor of having two Past Grand Exalted Rulers in its 

history, whereas most Lodges would feel blessed to have just one. 

Bro. Apperly served with distinction, but was unfortunately outmaneuvered in a 

political struggle not of his making.  The Grand Lodge split into two factions over 

the selection of the coming Grand Lodge Convention.  Actual conventions were 

announced and held in two separate cities; Atlantic City and Jamestown, NY, 

which was favored by Bro. Apperly. 

Each convention selected its own slate of Officers and later was ruled on by the 

Supreme Court of the state of New York, in favor of the Atlantic City faction. 

 

 



The following montage is unique, in that it was accomplished without the use of 

photoshop. 

 

 

 



 

On July 24
th
, 1898 the óLodge Homeô committee reported purchasing the property 

for the new Lodge.  The plot was situated on Walnut St. between Third and Fourth 

Sts. and was bought for seventeen thousand ï five hundred dollars.  The Lodge 

entered a very popular period and the membership grew steadily, as the Lodge 

Home Fund grew.  One of the major factors was the Carnival and Street Fair.  It 

took place at the turn of the century and was reported to be an event unparalleled in 

the South. 

Next is an excerpt from our original history book that relates the struggle to 

finance and acquire the Lodge Home better that I ever could. 

 



 



 

 

 

 



This following article from the Kentucky Elk accurately describes the prominence 

that our Lodge projected at that time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The centerpiece of the new Lodge Home was the Hall as can be seen in the 

following photos. 

 

 



It was in this great Lodge Home that Louisville #8 gave what is called its finest 

hour.  Under the leadership of one of its greatest Exalted Rulers, R. W. Brown, the 

Lodge hosted nine thousand children from the poorest neighborhoods of Louisville 

for a grand Christmas party.  The following excerpt describes it in detail. 

 

 

 



 



    



 



Bro. Brown gathered many accomplishments during his lifetime and one of them 

was helping to establish the Kentucky State Elks Association and becoming its first 

President.  This took place on May 29
th
, 1902 at our new Lodge Home in 

Louisville and was attended by most of the stateôs Lodges, many of which had 

been established with the help and guidance of Louisville #8. 

 

The next photo is reflective of the quality of character that our members exhibited 

during Lodge #8ôs formative years.  Bro. German was a charter member and 

actually took part in nearly all of the events described in the first twenty five years 

of our Lodgeôs existence. 

 

 

 



1903 ï 1923 

 

We start this period with the same subject that we ended with.  Robert W. Brown 

was the Exalted Ruler of Lodge #8 for two years. He brought our Lodge through 

the turn of the century, as he presided from 1899 through 1901.  He had a 

remarkable history both locally and with the Grand Lodge. 

He was our second Grand Exalted Ruler during the years of 1905 & 1906.  He 

served with distinction and was able to inscribe several feats on our tablets of love 

and memory by presiding over the modernization of our Rituals, which for the 

most part are still in use today and as Grand Exalted Ruler, he was able to relocate 

to San Francisco and personally supervise the enormous Elk relief effort that 

helped the victims of the great Earthquake of 1906. 

He served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Grand Lodge during the 

years of 1903 ï 1904. 

He had the honor of serving as Chief Justice of the Grand Forum during the years 

1911 ï 1912. 

He had the distinction of serving as the first editor of the Elks Magazine, which we 

all enjoy, still today. 

In addition to all of the above, he helped organize and was the first President of the 

Kentucky State Elks Association that still provides us with its many benefits and 

pleasures yet today. 

 

 

 

 



 

After giving a large portion of his life and energies to Lodge #8, Bro. Brown 

retired to San Diego, CA where he passed away on Dec 28, 1925. 

 


