































































































When is it
safe?

(Continued from previous page)

snow, has been shown to have the op-
posite effect on property crimes. The
same city in which Professor Cotton
conducted his summer crime study
experienced during the extraordinari-
!y harsh winter of 1978 the only day
In recent memory during which not a
single burglary was reported.

The claim that weather has an ef-
fect on crime probably won’t raise
many eyebrows, yet the belief that the
moon can have an effect on human
behavior is something scoffed at by
many people. Police officers, how-
ever, don’t laugh. They’ve witnessed
far too many times the large increase
In police runs during the time of the
full moon.

In 1978, the book The Lunar Effect
was published. The author, Arnold
Lieber, a psychiatrist in Miami,
Florida, tells in the book of his study
of homicides in Florida and Ohio.
Through his research, Dr. Lieber was
fxble to show a relationship between
Increases in the homicide rate and the
presence of either a full or new moon.

_ Unlike natural variables such as the
time of day or phase of the moon, the
often-suggested relationship between
the economy and crime is a variable
Possibly caused by society itself. The
reasoning behind this variable is that
the stress from both the need of
money and from the feelings of futili-
ty and uselessness experienced by the
ur}employed will lead to an increase in
crime. Recently, a study was under-
taken in a large metropolitan area in
which the crime rate and the unem-

-ployment figures from 1977 through

1982 were compared. No correlation
was found.

_ The search for a method of escap-
Ing crime has, for the last several
decades, led to a flight from the cities
Into the suburbs and rural areas. This
flight has usually been based on the
belief that the likelihood of crime in
this new environment will be less.
However, a number of news stories
have appeared which would seem to
indicate that this flight has been
futile, that crime has followed the
44

people to the suburbs. While it is true
that crime has increased in both
suburbs and rural areas, the likeli-
hood of crime in these areas is still
much less than in urban areas.

In 1984, the overall crime rate in
America’s 59 largest cities was almost
twice as high as in suburban areas,
and over four times as high when
compared to rural areas. The likeli-
hood of violent crime was even worse
for cities, with a rate four times as
high as suburban areas and eight
times as high as rural areas.

Since crime is almost always pres-
ent to some degree regardless of
where a person lives, a question often
asked of police departments is
whether there is any group more
responsible for crime than any other,
a group which could be considered an
important variable in the likelihood
of crime. In the United States during
1984, over 50 percent of those ar-
rested for violent crimes and over 65
percent of those arrested for property
crimes were between the ages of 10
and 25, even though this age group
accounts for only a little over 25 per-
cent of the country’s population.

The leniency of our nation’s court
systems has often been blamed for the
prevalence of crime in our society.
While there is undoubtedly some
truth to this claim, a variable less
known, but still having a sizable ef-
fect on the crime rate, is the policy of
local police departments concerning
arrests.

From March, 1981, to April, 1982,
a group of Minneapolis police of-
ficers participated in a study con-
ducted by the Police Foundation.
During this study, depending on the
date, the officers would do one of the
following when dispatched to a
domestic disturbance in which some-
one had been assaulted: (a) attempt to
mediate the dispute and counsel the
parties; (b) send the assailant away
for several hours (the standard prac-

"tice of many police departments for

non-serious assaults); or (c) arrest the
assailant.

The Police Foundation analyzed
314 separate incidents and found that
the assailants who were arrested were
only half as likely to repeat the
violence in the following six months
as were the assailants who were
counseled or sent away. In response
to studies such as this, a number of
police departments across the country
have already begun instituting new
policies which now require arrests for
crimes in certain situations.
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Unlike many of the other social
problems and concerns America has
had, crime shows no sign of disap-
pearing into the print of history
books. While citizens may have to ac-
cept that crime will always be a part
of our society, still the variables
which affect its likelihood are known
and can be utilized by knowledgeable,
observant people to lessen the
chances of becoming its victim. |
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The career of Brother Bartell spans 25
years, with 18 years as an outstanding
shortstop for teams such as the Philadel-
phia Phils, New York Giants, Chicago
Cubs and Detroit Tigers. In 1933, he was
named to the first National League Ali-
Star Team.

Dick Bartell began playing baseball for
the Alameda, CA, Elks Team and is a 47-
year member of the lodge. The Brothers
of Alameda Lodge are extremely proud
of Brother Bartell and feel he certainly
deserves a top position on your list of
“Elks Baseball Greats.”

Cal Santare
Alameda, CA

* | was greatly disappointed that Louis
Boudreau, former manager of the Cleve-
land Indians, was not included in “EIKS
Baseball Greats.” He is not only in the
aasgball Hall of Fame, but at the present
time is broadcasting Chicago Cub games.

Frank Sandor

Glendale, CA

¢ | thoroughly enjoyed your article “Elks
Baseball Greats,” but you completely
overlooked one of the greats. His name,
Casey Stengel, is synonymous with
baseball for many of us.

Brother Stengel was most famous for
his years with the New York Yankees. In
12 years, 1949-1960, he managed ten
pennant winners and seven World
Champions.

Casey Stengel became a member of
Toledo, OH, Lodge in 1928, a Life Mem-
ber in 1961, and remained a member for
47 years until his death in 1975.

Bob Wilson
Toledo, OH
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Letters must be signed and may be
edited. Address to: Letter Editor, The
Elks Magazine, 425 West Diversey,
Chicago, lllinois 60614.










