







































































into Lake Michigan, and the vehicles
were never seen again, '

“What would happen financially to
AMC? Assume each vehicle had an av-
erage value to the factory of $2,500. The
disappearance of those cars would mean
a $900 million loss.”

Once they’ve acquired the parts, the
thieves will either sell them to distribu-
tors who don’t ask too many questions
or set up their own outlets that sell
directly to unsuspecting body shops.
Some of those outlets are tied into a
“long line” communication network that
legitimate salvage dealers use to order
parts they need. Either way, demand
for used parts is generally strong, be-

cause of the high price of new parts-

sold by the auto industry. Sometimes,
the rings steal specific cars to match
orders on the “long line.”

Car manufacturers have, from year to
year, innovated and changed car theft
prevention features and identification
characteristics to aid in the war against
both professional theft rings and ama-

teur thieves. They have added such

anti-theft devices as an ignition lock
which simultaneously locks the trans-
mission and steering column when the
key is removed. New cars are equipped
with a buzzer which sounds if the
driver leaves his car without first re-
moving the key from the ignition. Also,
manufacturers have moved the VIN
plate into plain view on the car’s dash-
board.

Additional anti-theft devices are ex-
pected to be legislated in the near fu-
ture, but in the meanwhile the automo-
tive industry is responding further by
adding more sophisticated anti-theft
devices to their new models. For exam-
ple, since 1976, General Motors Cor-
poration has instituted more than two
dozen anti-theft devices in their cars,
including these new features on 1978
models:

v Vehicle identification (VIN) plates
on all 1978 models colored silver for
easier reading by law enforcement offi-
cers attempting to identify ‘stolen cars.
¥ Special provisions inside doors to
make it more difficult for thieves to
manipulate the locking rods and unlock
the doors.

¥ Door-lock cylinders mounted in a
small depression so they can’t be
gripped easily and twisted out with
special tools.

¥ Steering column designs that make
it more difficult to bypass the ignition
lock and defeat the steering column
lock mechanism.

» Electric trunk releases interlocked
with the ignition system so the trunk
cannot be opened unless the ignition
is on or a key is used.

The federal government has be-
come increasingly concerned about the
$2 billion a year loss to auto theft and

has formed an Interagency Committee
on Auto Theft Prevention. The commit-
tee was established in 1975 and is co-
chaired by the Attorney General and
Secretary of Transportation. Other
members include the Department of
Treasury, Commerce, and State. The
committee has a five year goal to bring
about a 50 percent reduction in the
number of car thefts. On the federal
level, among other recommendations,
the committee would like to see legis-
lation enacted on the following:

»* Improved locking systems aimed at
preventing “hot wiring” (jumping of
ignition circuits), jimmying door locks,

duplicating ignition keys and getting
under the hood with ease.

»* Adoption of a uniform VIN num-
bering system. :

»* The placement of a unique identifi-
cation number on key car components
including- hoods, fenders, rear clips,

‘and other major body parts.

»” New regulations aimed at control-
ling the export and transportation of
used cars. .
Undoubtedly, if the above recom-
mendations are implemented it will go-
a long way toward reducing the alarm-
ing increase in professional auto theft
rings. ’ .
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Request our outstanding catalog of
quality personalized business station-
ery (letterheads,envelopes, forms—and
more) and we will Permagrave® 500
standard size fine vellum business
cards for you at the tiny price of $6.45
—one half of our regular low price!

We’re making this one-time special in-
troductory offer because we are confi-
dent that once you receive our catalog,
you will see the largest selection of dis-
tinctive papers, typestyles and designs
available anywhere by mail.

And once you see the exceptionally low
prices—and the guaranteed 5 day ship-
ment of all orders—you'll be sure to
join our long list of satisfied customers.

—
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Special % price get-acquainted oﬁ%r’

500 DELUXE
RAISED PRINT

BUSINESS
CARDS

* We guarantee 100% satisfaction or
you may return your order for full
credit.

* We ship your order in 5 days or less.

* Our quality-controlled products can-
not be surpassed—anywhere,

Fill in the coupon and mail it today.

You’ll be delighted with your cards and

free catalog.

The Stationery House Inc. (301) 739-4487
1000 Florida Ave.. Dept S90. Hagerstown, Maryland 21740

O Please send me 500 business cards as showh above.
and your free catalog. Enclosed is my check for$6.45
plus 95¢ for postage and handling. I am also enclos-
ing clear copy for my cards on a separate sheet.
[ ! am not interested in business cards at this time
but please send me your free stationery catalog.
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