




























































































The Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks has become an American institution
by its own direction. It has become a force
in the protection of the American way of
life. To that militant minority which
seeks only to destroy, we say—‘“not one
area of concession—not one inch of re-
treat!”

As in the past, Elkdom must continue to
serve God, country and fellowman. This
is our heritage. This is our destiny. Any
controversy which would destroy the capa-
bility of the Order to make this contribu-
tion must be resolved. But make no mistake
about it, there will be no solution unless
the judgment involved and any actions
required come from the hearts and minds
of the members of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks—and from no
other source. A

God will be served by continued strict
adherence to the requirement of belief in
Him as a condition of membership—by re-
membrance of His teachings and by ob-
servance of His will.

Country will be served by continuing to
promote actively the cause of American-
ism—by insisting on respect for its stan-
dards and by standing fast in opposition
to those who would destroy it.

Fellowman will be served through con-
tinuation of our programs for the youth,

our aid to the handicapped, our interest in
war veterans and our many other chari-
table and welfare projects.

But if we are to properly serve, there
must be integrity—the integrity which
comes from honesty, dedication and pur-
pose—the integrity which gave birth to our
Order and caused it to grow. For only
through such integrity can come the right
to serve.

If we are to properly serve, there must be
strength—the strength which comes from
within—the strength which comes from
unity of purpose, strong leadership and
financial stability. For only through such
strength can come the ability to serve.

If we are to properly serve, there must be
knowledge—knowledge by all Elks of their
heritage of achievement and responsibility.
For only through such knowledge can
come the desire to serve.

And so our slogan this year is “Elkdom’s
Legacy—Know it, Serve it.” It is our vow
that this magnificent heritage shall not
stop with us. We will make our contribu-
tion. We will pass it on as a greater boun-
ty to those who follow.

My program this year concentrates on the
Subordinate Lodge—its leadership, its fi-
nancial integrity and its wholehearted par-
ticipation in Elkdom’s work. I want strong
leadership because it is so vital to the fu-

ture of our Order. I want financially sound
Lodges because there is no other basis on
which they can function. I want one hun-
dred percent engagement by the Lodges in
the projects of the Order hecause this is
Elkdom’s business.

The campaign against drug abuse so suc-
cessfully launched this year by Grand
Exalted Ruler Fournace will be continued
with the same emphasis. This Order will
be in the front ranks of the fight against
this monstrous evil with every resource
at its command.

There are no more important persons at
this Grand Lodge session than you Exalted
Rulers of the Subordinate Lodges. We turn
to you for the leadership so necessary to
our programs. I will meet with you tomor-
row and discuss our copartnership in the
affairs of Elkdom. I promise you it will
be an occasion we will all enjoy, and long
remember.

Yes, we do accept the torch from these
who have gone before. We will serve The
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks so
that it may continue to fulfill its pledge
to God, our country and our fellow man.
And there will be a time when another
generation will look back and say “They
were stouthearted men—they preserved
Elkdom’s legacy for us because they knew
it and they served it.” [ ]

So Long as There Is a

spending the last minutes of its life.

The commercial fishermen are also
eager to greet the salmon as it ap-
proaches its “home” stream. These are
the men who catch the salmon which
goes into the can found on your gro-
cer’s shelf.

On a nice summer day, literally
thousands of boats can be seen out
of every port along the northwestern
coast. And every one of these boats is
carrying several persons who are anx-
ious to test the fighting ability of the
great salmon, or, if it's a commercial
boat, the occupants are trying to earn
a living for their families.

The point is: The salmon of the
northwest provide entertainment for
thousands and thousands of people and
a livelihood for thousands and thou-
sands of others.

In the midst of this, the salmon must
somehow eat enough to provide for his
long upriver journey. Once it enters
the mouth of its “home” river, it will
not eat again. (There is a growing be-
lief that a salmon may “mulch” on
certain foods during its upriver run.
But nothing is definite. It can’t eat. It
changes shape as its starts upriver and
among the changes are a constriction
of the mouth muscles that prevent it
from opening its mouth very wide.)

Imagine, for a moment, what this
must be like from the salmon’s point
of view. As its swims around the mouth
of “its” river, it is greeted by literally
thousands of hooks. It must eat; it has
to eat to gain the energy needed for its
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long upriver run. You can’t help but
wonder: What are its odds of even
reaching the mouth of “its” river?

Fortunately, many do; those that
don’t are feeding a large segment of
the world. Remember this the next time
you complain about the high cost of
a can of salmon.

Then, finally—at long last—the sal-
mon’s time has come. It enters the river
and starts upstream. This is as fascinat-
ing a phenomena as can be found any-
where in nature. Think about it for
a moment.

There are hundreds of rivers dump-
ing into the Pacific Ocean from the
great Northwest. Yet, a salmon will
unerringly pick the exact river from
which it came. How does it do it?
Biologists have made many guesses;
but have given no answers.

What is it within the salmon that
drives it back to the exact spot of its
birth? Where does it get the strength
to battle these mighty rivers? What
evolutionary process made it necessary
for the salmon to die after spawning?

There are many anadromous fish,
(those that go from fresh water to salt
water and back again) but none of the
others die at the end of their journey.
Why the salmon? (The Atlantic salmon
does not die. But it’s not a true salmon.
I's a member of the trout family.)

These questions may never be an-
swered. But I sometimes like to imag-
ine what man could accomplish if he
was possessed by this same singleness
of purpose; this same determination to
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get a job done—despite overwhelming
obstacles.

Finding its “home” river is only the
beginning. Each river that dumps into
the Pacific has a myriad of tributaries
—and each of these tributaries have a
myriad of sub-tributaries.

It is into one of these latter sub-
tributaries that the salmon will eventu-
ually find its way to spawn....

... Unless that tributary is no long-
er existing,

Then, some of the salmon will no
longer survive.

It would appear that the salmon may
have easily withstood the assault of
man, if that assault had been confined
to it as an individual. That is, the
salmon may have continued reproduc-
ing at a rate that would have satisfied
man’s desire to spread salmon across
the world’s dinner table.

But the salmon could not withstand
the assault on the streams and rivers
where it spawned. Dams, log jams, ir-
rigation, and pollution slowly—but
steadily—cut into the ranks of salmon.

The mighty salmon could battle up
to 2,000 miles of rapids; it could over-
come its enemies—but it could not re-
produce if there was no place to re-
produce.

It fought its way upriver—until it
was blocked by a dam, or a log jam
and it could go no farther. There it
died—without reproducing.

As already mentioned, the shortage
became critical by the early 1950%s.
Many people knew this shortage was
coming. The sportsmen were already
protesting the continued building of

(Continued on page 58)















































































































