
































Today’s road builders probably
studied Roman roads, for our engi-
neers had practically no native proto-
types. Prior to the modern era almost
no roads, per se, existed. The Indians
traveled dirt paths, often animal trails
which later showed explorers and trap-
pers the way. Early settlers moved
westward on such trails, most notably
the Santa Fe Trail, the Mormon Trail,
and the Oregon Trail, which were lit-
tle better than widened Indian paths.

Less than a century ago a prominent
engineer termed our roads the “worst
of any civilized country.” All that
changed, though, in 1893 when the
Duryea brothers introduced the first
American-made gasoline-engine auto-
mobile. Before long, prototypes of mod-
emn highways began to appear, but
they scarcely equalled the challenge of
linen-duster motorists. One early day
hotrodder out of Albuquerque received
these instructions for driving to Los
Angeles: “Follow this mountain range
80 miles south to a stick in the fork of
the road with a paper tied to the top.
Take the rut that leads off to the right.”

The Lincoln Highway and National
Pike number among the initial trans-
continental paved highways. Between
the world wars we constructed 1,384,-
000 miles of surfaced roads. During
the °30’s, the expressway era dawned.
The Pennsylvania Turnpike opened in
1940—the first modern long-distance
highway designed for both pleasure
and commercial traffic.

Construction of Interstate routes can-
not be started overnight. Future traf-
fic and its economic and social effects
must be forecast, detailed locations se-
lected, the ideas and plans of cities and
counties considered and coordinated,
surveys and plans made, and bridges
and interchanges designed. All this
must be completed before turning a
shovelful of dirt.

Acquisition of right-of-way numbers
among the chief pre-construction head-
aches. Right-of-way agents have been
slapped, cursed, even threatened with
knives and guns in negotiating with
disgruntled landowners. Despite these
protestations, however, the path of the
autocratic automobile can’t be blocked
for long. In one case a new road iso-
lated a farmer’s privy from his house,
forcing him to build a new one closer
to home—either that or journey 8 miles
and pay toll!

Acquiring right-of-way means that
many families whose property obstructs
new routes must be displaced, ancient
elms felled, parks ruined, historic mon-
uments sacrificed, and long-established
businesses isolated. Clearing the way
for a Chicago freeway necessitated dig-
ging up 700 graves in a local cemetery
and transferring the deceased to new
locations. In Milwaukee, one proposed
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new freeway route knocked out several
fairways at two golf courses and en-
dangered the newly constructed zoo.

By what right does the state ap-
propriate private property for public
roads? It is the principle of “eminent
domain,” which takes over private prop-
erty for public use at a fair compensa-
tion but without regard to the owner’s
wishes. However, generally, right-of-
way agents show understanding and
patience. When conditions warrant,
they willingly mollify and appease an-
gry landowners with concessions and
cash.

Finding homes for evictees causes
more headaches than a carload of as-
pirin could cure. Once, displaced per-
sons of a Chicago apartment building
organized a protest march on City
Hall. The housing coordinator tempo-
rarily housed them in Loop hotels until
more permanent homes could be found.
Many displacees griped because they
hadn’t been ensconced in the plush
Conrad Hilton hotel. The Federal high-
way bill of 1970 provides financial as-
sistance and rehabilitation help to dis-
placed families and individual small
businesses.

With the right-of-way secnred and
homes and buildings razed or moved
the actual construction begins. On-site
highway construction involves many
activities: clearing the right-of-way, ex-
cavating, grading, bridge building, pav-
ing, installing signs and lights, paint-
ing, sodding, and finally cleaning-up
operations.

The new highways wind through
forests and deserts, crawl over prairies,
skirt rivers, bore through mountains,
and extend in, over, and above urban
areas. Urban portions of Interstate in-
clude only 17 percent of the total mile-
age but will carry 41 percent of the
traffic and 47 percent of the cost. Each
traffic lane is 12 feet wide. Of the
System’s mileage, 87 percent will have
4 lanes and the rest 6 or more. Inter-
state will total about 185,000 lane-
miles.

On Interstate lanes we can cruise at
65 or better. Speed limits range from
60 to 70 miles an hour. Iowa, South
Dakota, and Nebraska permit 75. The
Kansas Turnpike allows 80. Highway
patrols usually ignore those driving 5
miles or so above the posted speed lim-
it. Motorists traveling under 45 can be
ticketed for slow driving.

Accident studies in 39 states show
that the fatal accident rate of Interstate
has dipped 43 percent in rural areas
and 15 percent in urban. When com-
pleted, Interstate’s safety features will
save about 8,300 lives a year. It’s more
than twice as safe as older roads. Fed-
eral Highway Administration (FHA)
testimony indicates that already opened
Interstate routes have saved 30,000
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lives—motorists who otherwise would
have died on conventional roads. In
addition, thousands of injuries and mil-
lions of dollars in property damage have
been averted.

Highway signs rank as an important
adjunct to safety, guiding and protect-
ing the motorist. To guide the driver,
the numbered system of U.S. Highways
was adopted in 1925. Until Interstate’s
birth these numbered primary high-
ways constituted the principal inter-
state and transcontinental routes. They
form a network of about 160,000 miles.

U.S. route numbers have a signifi-
cance which, when understood, add to
their general usefulness. Even numbers,
such as U.S. Route 66 and U.S. Route
30, designate roads of general east-west
direction. Odd numbers, like U.S. Route
99, indicate roads running generally
north-south. Excepting U.S. Route 101,
3-digit route numbers designate short
routes tributary or alternate to main
routes, like U.S. Route 211 and U.S.
Route 330. Interstate routes follow the
same number system as U.S. Routes.

When different U.S. routes follow
the same roads, the shield markers of
each route are displayed together with
points of divergence clearly indicated.
Similarly, some sections of road carry
U.S., Interstate, and state route num-
bers. Interstate numbers are clearly
recognized by their larger size and red,
white, and blue colors, U.S. numbers
by the standard white shield markers,
and state route markers by special de-
signs peculiar to the respective states,
such as the Indian head of North Da-
kota and the state outline of Ohio.

In 1925, highway officials also ini-
tiated a system of warning, regulatory,
and informational signs for erection on
U.S. routes. Warning signs are dia-
mond shaped, regulatory and informa-
tional signs rectangular. For regulatory
signs, the longer dimension is vertical;
for informational signs horizontal. As
exceptions, the regulatory “Stop” is
octagonal, the advance warning sign
for a railroad crossing is circular, and
the warning sign immediately adjacent
to railroad tracks is a crossbuck.

Initially, Interstate signs will cost
more than $200 million. Some run
around $10,000 apiece. If suspended
across several lanes, a sign may cost
around $35,000—particularly large ones,
$50,000. Such amounts, though, are
piddling compared to overall Interstate
expenditures. Costing around $1,400,-
000 a mile, the Interstate averages
about $887,000 a mile in rural areas
and $4 million in urban districts. Mean-
while, construction costs keep climb-
ing. The cost rose 7.5 percent, for ex-
ample, during the 3 months ending in
June 1971,

The federal government contributes

(Continued on page 19)












nephew, Al Hill, for part interest and
then added Mike Davies, a former
British tennis star and Davis Cup play-
er, and named him executive director
of WCT events, overseeing interna-
tional operations.

WCT takes a percentage of gate re-
ceipts as a governing group. In re-
turn WCT pays guarantees of $600 to
players for each WCT tournament they
play. WCT also covers air fare, which
along with the WCT staff, amounts to
nearly $200,000 a year.

The 32 players under contract read
like a who’s who in pro tennis. Four-
teen of them are from Australia, long
the home of great tennis stars: Laver,
Newcombe, Rosewall, John Alexander,
Bill Bowrey, Bob Carmichael, Dick
Crealy, Owen Davidson, Philip Dent,
Roy Emerson, Tony Roche, Ray Ruf-
fels, Fred Stolle and Allan Stone. Oth-
ers are Ashe, Roy Barth, Charles Pas-
arell, Dennis Ralston, Marty Riessen
and Bob Lutz, all from the U.S;
Cliff Drysdale, Rob Maud and Frew
McMillan from South Africa; Mark Cox,
Graham Stilwell and Roger Taylor from
Great Britain; Ismail El Shafei, Egypt;
Andres Gimeno, Spain; Brian Fairlie,
New Zealand; Tom Okker, Nether-
lands; Nicki Pilic, Yugoslavia; and Tor-
ben Ulrich, Denmark.

As the game’s leading money win-
ner, Laver could be called the “Arnold
Palmer of pro tennis.” Laver has twice
won the tennis Grand Slam (Austra-
lian, French, U.S. and Wimbledon ti-
tles), in 1962 as an amateur (only Don
Budge had ever accomplished this)
and in 1969 when he won a record 31
straight matches. Like Palmer, although
not yet to the same degree, Laver adds
to his income of $200,000 in annual
earnings substantial amounts for in-
vestments and endorsements for such
items as tennis rackets, socks, shirts,
shoes, a calibrated exercise device, ball
machine, and other items. One of his
newest ventures is a plastic tennis court
called Uniturf, which is being marketed
under the name Laverturf.

Unlike Palmer, however, Laver
doesn’t have an athletic look. Laver is
5-foot-8 and bowlegged. His freckled
body weighs 150 Ibs. “I've found my
size to be an asset...I'm quicker and
don’t get caught off balance,” he ex-
plains to reporters. As the best shot-
maker the game has even seen, he has
been nicknamed the “Rocket.” He is
known for his complete game on all
surfaces. He has uncanny ability to
convert his opponent’s good shot into a
great return. He is a master of the
spin. He makes shots from impossible
positions (even in practice he goes for
every shot). The southpaw is ranked
by his opponents as dangerous both
forehand and backhand, whether at the
net or deep. His reflexes are razor
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sharp, - hitting the ball quicker than
most players. Like Palmer attacks a
golf ball, Laver literally attacks a ten-
nis ball. Sports Illustrated said of
Laver last year: “With his arsenal of
high-powered shots, Rodney (Rocket)
Laver is outasight—up, up and away
ahead of anyone else who has ever
played the game of tennis.”

Like Palmer, Trevino, Nicklaus, Cas-
per and other golf stars, Laver occa-
sionally feels the pressure of the tourna-
ment grind. When he was defeated by
unseeded Roger Taylor in the Cana-
dian Open in August, he confided to
friends he was considering taking some
time off from tournament play, per-
haps as much as a month, and rest at
his home except for commitments early
in the month at Fort Worth, Texas, and
a CBS television event at Hilton Head,
South Carolina. His friend and fellow
player, Roy Emerson, explained that
Laver was “over-tennised. . .mentally
drained.”

While Laver dominates the earnings
list by a wide margin (second highest
money winner through the first seven
months this year was Okker with
$79,451), he is beatable. Through the
U.S. Open on August 9, he had won
one tournament out of 11 in which he
competed, winning 28 matches and los-
ing nine, while winning 66 sets and
losing 29. WCT has many top stars
capable of beating Laver. Newcombe
had won three tournaments and so
had Rosewall. Others high in the point
standings included Drysdale, Okker,
Ashe, Riessen and Emerson. Hand-
some, articulate Newcombe is one of
pro tennis’ most colorful players. His
antics to please the crowd include hit-
ting autographed balls to the fans.
Another handsome player who is a
crowd pleaser is Drysdale, who is noted
for his two-handed backhand, called
the “deadliest groundstroke in tennis.”
His unorthodox style has gotten him
tagged the “Garbage Man” because
of his wins with junk—half volleys, drop
volleys and lobs.

While tennis stars aren’t household
names yet, the day may be coming
soon. More television coverage will help
promote the sport while adding reve-
nues to the tournaments (two of the
U.S. events in WCT were televised
this year). It's a whole new ball game
for tennis. Even the putting green si-
lence is disappearing on the tennis
courts. Players are becoming more leni-
ent with the crowds. Following the
trend in golf, WCT seldom uses names
of its players in promotional material
without mentioning their earnings.
WCT officials believe the day is near
when tennis super stars will reach the
stature of such golf super stars as
Palmer, Trevino, Nicklaus and Cas-
per. Another golf trend, using the
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names of movie and entertainment
celebrities, may find its way into pro
tennis. There’s talk of celebrities who
are tennis enthusiasts—such as actor
Charlton Heston, singer Dinah Shore
and comic Alan King—lending their
names to major tennis tournaments.
One such event is expected to be held
in Las Vegas in the spring.

WCT, a corporation, is an entity in
itself and does not operate under
United States Lawn Tennis Associa-
tion (USLTA) or International Lawn
Tennis Federation (ILTF) rules. WCT
players do, however, play in some
USLTA and ILTF tournaments. The
amateur-oriented ILTF recently an-
nounced that it will bar the 32 WCT
players from all open tournaments, in-
cluding such prestige events as Wim-
bledon and the U.S. Open. ILTF and
WCT have been at odds over various
points, including the possibility of a
single competition under which all
players, both from WCT and indepen-
dent players, would be able to com-
pete. ILTF’s initial proposal to WCT
limited the number of weeks that WCT
could hold events to eight weeks in a
year, so the ILTF could have use of
WCT players for the rest of the active
tennis year. “This obviously would
have made it impossible for WCT to
continue its promotion of professional
tennis,” said Hunt. Meanwhile, USLTA,
one of 60 ILTF national affiliates, has
created its own type of professional.
Registered USLTA players, for the
first time in history, can play openly
for prize money, endorse products or
contract for money-producing ventures.
The USLTA may be Hunts biggest
roadblock to domination of pro tennis.

With tennis enjoying phenomenal
growth, the pro tennis world can look
ahead to continued interest from spon-
sors and spectators. Some 4,000 courts
were constructed in the U.S. in 1970,
boosting the U.S. total to about
100,000. A national survey, based on
such indices as sale of tennis balls,
rackets, enrollments and number of
tennis courts, reveals the number of
tennis players has nearly doubled in
the last 10 years. The survey, super-
vised by Nielsen (of TV rating fame),
indicates there are about 10,665,000
U.S. tennis players. Tennis is a family
participant sport; many housewives and
teenage children play. It was the large
army of weekend golfers, combined
with television exposure of pro tourna-
ments, that built the pro golf tour.
These same factors should work for
pro tennis.

It’s going to take time for tennis to
capture the mass attention of Amer-
ica’s sport fans. But Lamar Hunt is
one promoter who can afford to be
patient. He has the know-how. He has
the stars. And he has the money. @

































































































































