


































































































International Education (continued from page 27)

sters and make Americans out of them.

International exchange has been in
progress in one form or another for
many years. One great impetus toward
the movement was the passage of the
Fulbright Act in 1946 (now the Ful-
bright-Hays Act). It was an outgrowth
of the world’s desperate hope to bring
understanding and knowledge to the
aid of continuing peace.

Those first scholars were financed by
the sale of surplus U.S. war materials
abroad. There were 84 Fulbright schol-
ars in the United States in 1948. Three
years later the number had jumped to
3,400 and in 1966 the total of Fulbright
scholars who had come to the United
States to study was over 82,500,

How have these 82,500 students
touched your life and mine? The sta-
-tistics would indicate that beyond the
large number of world leaders who
studied here under Fulbright-Hays, and
whose importance to you is there but
hard to pin gdewn, the chances are that
somewhere, sometime, either you or
some member of your family has had
a horizon opened through internation-
al exchange.

Those 82,500 Fulbright scholars have
taught over 11.7 million school children
in the United States and abroad, while
88,500 schools in the United States
have participated in the program by
having an exchange teacher in the
school, or sending one overseas.

In one year 14 Indian exchange
teachers visited 150 U.S. schools and
colleges, 400 homes, and made speeches
to 310 organizations.

As a taxpayer you may be making
little grumbles about what this costs,
particularly if you have had no direct
contact with a Fulbright scholar. U.S.
Government grants usually cover the
cost of transportation. The schools
themselves foot much of the rest of the
bill. And there, with community taxes,
you will pay directly and feap directly.

In the private programs, such as
Amity, the schools pay a fee to Amity
and a stipend to the teachers. The
teachers pay for transportation to the
country. AFS chapters across the na-
tion raise their own funds to bring
students to their communities. In such
a case as Inger’s, the chapter is out
funds with little benefit. It is a risk they
take.

For every one who does not work
out, there are several Alex Davids, the
finest that their country has to offer,
who are enriching additions to the com-
munity in which they find themselves
and the family that they live with.

An interesting phenomena occurs to
families lucky enough to host interna-
tion students or teachers. Not only do
they gain insight and information into
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their guests’ country, they find their
eyes clear and critical in the best sense
of the word about their own.

I never looked as closely at the litter
strewn streets of Pasadena as I did New
Years Day before the Rose Bowl Game.
As we walked through the hurrying hol-
iday crowds in a run-down section of
the city above the Rose Bowl, I found
myself doing everything I could to
distract Ruth’s alert eyes from taking
in the mess. Perhaps it would not have
struck me so hard had she come from
a less immaculate country. Somehow
Switzerland seems to have the world’s
best municipal housekeepers.

And too, there was the sheer agony
of trying to explain open bigotry, riots,
badly behaved children, the eternally
“on” televisions set, and why dirty jokes
seem to be a standard for conversation.

How does one explain those aspects
of American life?

On the other hand there is the de-
light of showing .off the variety that
makes America great—a tour through
a television studio contrasted with the
beautiful Los Angeles Museum of Fine
Arts; the wandering jumbled lane from
Los Angeles’ Spanish past called Olvera
Street and the stunningly modern lines
of the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion at
‘the Music Center; the roar of water
falls in Yosemite and the roar of the
Pacific Ocean against a lonely beach.

Of course, as I informed Ruth of the
historical background of such Amer-
icanisms as wiping the perpetual drippy
nose that afflicts skiers on the back of
the sleeve—“an old Yankee custom”—she
was apt to correct me.

“But no! That is a custom imported
from Svitzerlund.”

A foreigner in the home forces the
host family to see America through new
eyes, and with new eyesight comes both
pride in this country and at the same
time recognition of what is wrong and

Chances are you or your fam-
ily had a horizon opened
- by international exchange.

the knowledge that something should
be done about it other than closing the
eyes.

Language is both a problem and a
benefit. Too often only English is
spoken in the American home. There
may be a smattering of a foreign lan-
guage picked up in high school or dur-
ing military service and not used since.
Having a foreign language “expert” liv-
ing the home can be an impetus to
further study, both for adults and chil-
dren. It is particularly beneficial for
high school students just trying their
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wings in a second language to find
someone living in the house who is
only too delighted to use their native
language. With a language program
such as Amity, this is a distinct possi-

_bility, but the chances of this occur-

ring become more remote with the
wider programs. The largest number of
foreign students at the college level in
the United States comes from Canada
and India, both English speaking for
he most part. -

t %Vith thz native tongue different than
English there is apt to be some snags
in communication, such as this sen-
tence from Ruth that jolted the family.
“They annoy me the sandwiches in
my lunCh-" )

“They what?” was my response.

" Ruth, fluent in four languages, could
come acropper on such a word as
“tease,” for she meant that the other
faculty members at the school were
teasing her about her strange sand-
wiches, concocted by me, I must ad-
mit, and totally unorthodox, being made
without bread.

Amity Institute, American Field Ser-
vice, Fulbright Scholarships run by the
Institute of International Exchange, and
Thanks to Scandinavia are but four
programs involved in international edu-
cation. Others include Rotary Interna-
tional and The Experiment in Interna-
tional Living.

The Experiment was founded by Dr.
Donald B. Watt in 1932 to promote in-
ternational friendship. There are now
30 member nations linked through a
council, and a “homestay” is the heart of
the program,

It is designed to provide a one-month
homestay for foreign students and train-
ees when they arrive in the United
States. With an American family they
find friends in a strange land, gain fa-
miliarity with American social customs
and manners, and acquire a practical
idiomatic English. The students may be
Fulbright scholars, students wunder
scholarship progarms from American
universities, business trainees, or simply
individuals on short-term visits for cul-
tural or special reasons.

Clarence Falk, director, said that 26,-
000 people have participated in the
program with 3,500 in the United
States in 1969-70. Some ten percent of
the program is considered to be a fail-
ure through improper motivation, ap-
plication, or references. The percentage
is close to the AFS figure of one in
eight.

However, families who have opened
their doors once to foreign students
through The Experiment apply again
and again, “grateful for the opportunity
to enlarge our family and our outlook”
as one delighted family told officers of
The Experiment.

(Continued on page 46)





































































