

























































































The inference was that the use of this
gas was just one step before the use
of napalm which was sure to follow.
And primarily against helpless women
and children in our own community.
In the minds of many, respect for the
police began to dwindle and doubts be-
gan to rise in the minds of more that
the primary duty of the police was to
defend us, the public, but instead was
to oppress us. We were prone to accept
the presumption that police departments
were ineptly managed, poorly trained,
and prone to cause trouble rather than
prevent it, The process of erosion
continued.

Let us examine briefly the next area
attacked, another of the pillars of
strength in our country, conferred upon
us by our constitution, that of freedom
to practice whatever religion we choose,
and to support it, or the freedom to
abstain from either practice or support
of one. Turmoil and disruption within
the various denominations has become
the rule rather than the exception.
Priests’ unions are being formed,
churches are being used as bases for
revolutionaries of all stripes, with the
tolerance if not the outright aid of the
pastors and ministers heading them.
We are hearing the church must be
modernized in light of changing social
concepts and the eternal truth has
changed into a sometime thing. Many
churches are calling for legalized killing
of unborn children, and at the same
time calling for the abolition of the
execution of convicted murderers or
traitors. As a result people are becom-
ing disillusioned with these enlightened
churches, but are flocking to the funda-
mentalist churches who are refusing to
deviate from “the truth unchanged, un-
changing, the light of our dark sky”.
All of us are viewing with a jaundiced
doubting eye, the teachings of our
youth, and the erosion of faith con-
tinues.

The last we need look at is the public
image of our court system. We need
look no further than Marin County to
see the helpless state in which our
courts find themselves. The Ruchel
Magees, Abby Hoffmans, Bobby Seales
and countless other clowns have con-
clusively proven that under our present
structure, wherein all the participants
are expected to play by the rules, the
courts break completely down when the
adversaries do not do so. Is there not

one among us who has not had the
thought that a little frontier justice is in
order? I submit that if we do, then the
process of erosion is continuing and our
faith in our country is reaching danger-
ous proportions.

Now we find that other cornerstones
of our republic are treated with scom
and derision. The people who are be-
ginning to challenge and question every
phase of our life style are doing so
without any real base of accomplish-
ment, nor offering any visible alterna-
tive which we in turn can criticize or
attack. Our whole way of life is being
attacked and denigrated as depersonal-
izing, dehumanizing and totally indif-
ferent to people as human beings.

- Scornful of the avenues necessary to

travel to accumulate material posses-
sions, these same persons never are re-
luctant to avail themselves at every
opportunity of the services of the pos-
sessions of others. They continually
raise the cry of being allowed the privi-
lege of doing their own thing, which
seems to chiefly consist of criticizing
our way of life, contributing nothing
except rhetoric, taking all, and seeking
to drag us down to their level to erase
their own personal feeling of guilt and
inferiority.

As members of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks of the United
States of America, we stand as road
blocks in their path of destruction that
they have laid out for this country
which has been good to us all. You
surely have noticed that attacks on us
are becoming more frequent and from
some unexpected quarters. It is im-
portant to the “crazies” that we be
silenced. The press is quick to carry
the story of the Santa Clara County
Girl Scout Council refusing Elks aid,
but declining to carry stories of our
good works. We are deluged with
lengthy decriptions of the Black Panther
breakfast program, the substance for
which is often obtained by threats or
coercion. There are no stories, at least
in my area, of scholarship or leadership
award, or swim programs for handi-
capped children or any other good
works we do, even though such copy
was furnished.

I do not necessarily believe that for
every good work we do we should re-
ceive plaudits in the press or TV. If
I did I would not be a true Elk. But I
do confess it hurts a little to see those
who are bent on tearing us apart being
depicted as the good and truly bene-
ficent and we as a racist intemperate
group, bent only on serving our selfish
needs.
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How do these people become suc-
cessful in having many members of our
society turn away from us, and our
Brothers of long standing suddenly
finding our Order and our company dis-
tasteful to them? I do not really know
what methods are used or how they
are financed, but one thing I do know
about them which insures some mea-
sure of success. They are headed by a
group of men and women who are total-
ly involved and dedicated. And while I
am sure that for the most part the fol-
lowers may be ignorant of the total
goals of the group they are headed by
a cadre of well trained leaders believ-
ing that they are entirely right and
that the end justifies completely the
means. As a result these same leaders
will sacrifice the aid we give the cere-
bral palsied children, if the tearing of
us down requires that this be done.

How can we counteract this insidious
movement that is causing the public to
lose confidence in the BPOE? If we
cherish the ideals of Elkdom, not the
country club variety, but the Order
founded on the principles of charity,
justice, brotherly love and fidelity, we
must stand ready to lead the fight for
our continued existence. No army ever
won the war on the defensive. It is time
to band together to set an example for
those in the ranks and to move us to
the attack. Let us by example and pre-
cept demonstrate to the world that we
will tolerate no more. That we say
“This far and no further.” That the free-
doms guaranteed to us in this land Wﬁ
call the United States shall not pers
because of our apathy. Paraphrasing
our Exalted Rulers charge, we have
linked the destiny of our Order with
the destiny of our country. Our coun-
try is the greatest in the world, and we
are the greatest fraternal order in t‘he
world, bar none. Let us by our unity
and effort keep them that way.

We can all remember the story of
the good Samaritan as told in the

" Bible. He stopped and aided the man

who had been set upon by thieves,
beaten, robbed and left beside the
road. Many people had approached
him, looked him over and passed on.
The samaritan stopped, bandaged his
wounds and carried him to the next
village, where he recovered. It is said
that later the samaritan was asked why
he had done this. His reply was simply,
“If I hadn’t done so, who would have?”
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