






















































































(Continued from page 24)

of the SST, contrails rarely if ever form.
The conditions of humidity and tem-
perature are just not right for contrails.
His remark that the SST engines will
be worse polluters is also unfounded;
“ the truth is they will be “cleaner” than
other jet engines. One SST, at cruise
altitude carrying 300 people at 1,800
miles an hour will emit no more pol-
lutants than three automobiles going
60 mph and carrying perhaps 12
people.

The one heartening remark in the
story turns out to be the quote that 1
American in 25 will fly in an SST
sometime in the future. An impressive
number of people, when you think
about it, but other indicators point to
even greater percentages. It doesn’t
take much to see why: at the same fare,
a plane that will get you there twice
as fast is bound to be more popular.

An important aspect of the U.S. SST
program was completely overlooked by
Bloomfield. Boeing is presently building
two prototype aircraft, the first of which
is to fly in late 1972. From extensive
flight tests, operational data and pilot’s
reports of these planes will come
enough information to give us an idea
of just what the SST will and will not
do. Without the prototypes we could
not make a rational decision on going
ahead with a full production program.

The $280 million fiscal 1971 funding
for this key program is less than 3 per
cent of the Department of Transporta-
tion budget for the fiscal year 1971 and
about a tenth of one percent of the
national budget. It will mean the U. S.
can stay on schedule to meet the serious

challenges posed by the Russian Tu-144
supersonic (which is supposed to go
into service in 1971) and the French/
British Concorde, both of which are
subsidized outright by their govern-
ments.

Mr. Bloomfield's use of quotes against
the program by government officials is
interesting. He extracts a quote from a
letter written in March, 1969 to James
Beggs, Under Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, by Amold
Weber, Assistant Secretary of Man-
power, which says “the employment in-
crease from SST production would be
negligible and would occur in profes-
sional and technical categories where
shortages already exist.” There happens
to be another letter dated July, 1970,
written to the President of the United
States by Mr. J. D. Hod%son, Secretary
of Labor (and Mr. Weber’s superior)
which says, “Clearly our leadership
position will be forfeited if Federal
Government support for the SST is not
forthcoming . the basic manpower
talent needed for production of this
product is now available in abundance
and can be expected to so continue. For
the first time in two decades, engineers,
skilled technicians and capable aircraft
mechanics are not in restricted supply.
In fact, some of the Nation’s softest
labor markets may today be found in
aircraft producing centers.”

Mr. Bloomfield also mentions a Mr.
Wilbur Ferry writing for SATURDAY
REVIEW magazine who said the SST
is a “horrendous invasion of privacy.”
If SATURDAY REVIEW is the source
selected by Mr. Bloomfield for SST
information, I suggest he read the
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cover story by Horace Sutton in the
August 15, 1970 issue. In fact, he
might talk to Mr. William Patterson,
Executive Vice President and Publisher
of SATURDAY REVIEW, who has
strongly supported the program.

Many national organizations and gov-
ernment agencies support the SST pro-
gram. These include the International
Association of Machinists, the American
Legion, the AFL-CIO, the National
Association of Manufacturers, the air-
lines, the U. S. Congress, the President’s
cabinet and the past three administra-
tions. Their concern for the national
welfare in the years ahead probably is
more sincere than the ant-SST views
expressed by the various groups of in-
stant experts cited by Mr. Bloomfield,
who went looking for a crusade and
stumbled onto the SST. n

Mr. Bloomfield to Mr. Coffey:

You may include me with the “in-
stant experts” who went looking for a
crusade and stumbled onto the SST.
Perhaps I did stumble onto the SST,
almost a decade ago, but any small
crusading spirit was kindled far earlier.
I am old enough to be appalled by the
deterioration of our environment and
quality of life. In the mid-fifties I went
to Frank Rasky, editor of Liberty, with
an outline for an article on “smog”—a
new word to us—and raised a laugh.
Now quite several are talking and writ-
ing about it.

Dr. William A. Shurcliff, author of
the Handbook and Director of the Citi-
zens League Against the Sonic Boom,
is a PhD in physics from Harvard as
well as an alumnus of the Harvard
Graduate School of Business Adminis-
tration, is Senior Research Associate at
the Cambridge Electron Accelerator,
formerly was assistant to Dr. Vannevar
Bush of the Office of Scientific Research
and Development in World War II, and
co-editor of the Smyth Report on the
atomic bomb project.

I shall, then, not hesitate to acknowl-
edge when applicable. The first news-
stand edition (Ballantine, Feb. 1970)
reached me while I was working on
this article and page references will be
to the First Printing. I knew that this
revision would be up-to-date as I had
been invited back to Cambridge to
collaborate—an offer I declined, and I
found it a handy reference.

Another source will be B.K.O. Lund-
berg, Aviation Consultant and former
Director General of the Aeronautical Re-
search Institute of Sweden. References
will be to his Report No. 132, which I
have on hand, and which he mainly
based on his Report No. 128 which was
presented at the Organization of Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development

(Continued on page 45)

















































































