






































turned to the Elks—the only organiza-
tion in the United States whose aid
was sought. Again, the lodges went to
work, locating men, buttonholing them,
explaining the program both persgnal-
ly and through local publicity media.

The Army Engineers and the Sea-
bees got all the men they asked for
three months ahead of schedule.

The success of these programs was
not due to any overwhelming influence
of Elks in their communities, but be-
cause Elks were peculiarly in contact
with people, in a thousand cities. Elks
moved through almost all walks of
American life. Elks knew people, and
were known, almost everywhere. They
could reach people in a way that even
the government could not, through its
official requests and broadside an-
nouncements.

In the fall of 1943, the Army and
Navy each sent a special tribute to the
Elk War Commission. The Army letter
stated the BPOE was entitled to “full
credit for the success obtained” in the
recruiting programs.

There were many other large-scale,
nationwide Elk programs and activities
during World War II. One of these
was the establishment of Elks Fraternal
Centers. More than 150 of these cen-
ters were manned, by Elks wives, daugh-
ters, and sisters, for the benefit of Elks
in the armed forces. They provided a

home away from home for hundreds of
thousands of members who went to
war, with dancing, card games, barbe-
cues, community singing, and even ar-
ranged fishing trips. These centers
served a dual purpose of raising service
morale—other servicemen as well as
Elks were given hospitality—and retain-
ing and strengthening the ties between
Elks while they were far from home.
The Fraternal Centers also relieved an
immense burden on those lodges situ-
ated near huge military camps, al-
though some subordinate lodges were
able to support a Fraternal Center en-
tirely, with no help from the War Com-
mission.

One example of an Elks Fraternal
Center was the four-story building at
39th Street and Madison Avenue in
New York. This was an old New York
private mansion, whose original charm
was not lost in its conversion to a public
place. Supplied with hostesses and vol-
unteer workers from the surrounding
New York region lodges, this Center
provided a lovely lounge area, game
rooms, baths, laundry service, and a li-
brary. It also had 110 beds, available
to service people at a time when a ho-
tel room in New York could not be
found. These were rented at a rate of
fifty cents a night. Other services, in-
cluding coffee, tea, cookies, and other
refreshments, came free.

This center was never restricted to
Elks, or the relatives of Elks. It was
open to all who served, without strings.
During the war, more than 1,000,000
service men and women visited it, and
150,000 soldiers, sailors, and airmen
slept there. It was always remembered
with fondness and gratitude by those it
served, who came from every state in
the Union. Dozens of other Elks Fra-
ternal Centers won similar places in
American hearts.

Another large-scale activity of the
Order was the mailing of “G” boxes—
gift parcels to servicemen. Elks in ser-
vice—and many of their buddies—were
sent gifts of candy, smokers’ supplies,
handkerchiefs, and similar items. Grand
Lodge provided the boxes for the lodges;
the lodges filled them with gifts and
mailed them out. In this way, thou-
sands of Elks and others were remem-
bered.

The War Commission also sponsored
a “Write ’em a Letter” campaign. This
was to provide lonely service people
with longed-for mail. No man or wom-
an who has ever been in service will
ever forget the “empty” mail call—
when no letter came. At every lodge
meeting, Elks took time to write letters
to servicemen they knew, all over the
world. Some lodges even provided a
secretary volunteer to help get the let-
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