



































.

ing, of new members. Later, as the
Elks became a mass, national body, cer-
tain national standards were adopted.
This set a pattern. The striking char-
acteristic of the Elks was that lodges
enjoyed local government and freedom
within broad limits—but the Grand
Lodge leadership, which was comprised
of men of proven leadership on the
local level, was never afraid to act or
legislate for the good of the Order. This
combination of local sovereignity and
decentralization, together with national
standards set by committees of out-
standing men, was rather peculiar to
the Elks and, at the same time, bril
liantly successful. Few other groups
enjoyed the Elk flexibility to change,
or to be responsive to ideas or wishes
from below. .

For some years, there seem to have
been no criteria for membership ex-
cept those set by individual lodges, and
no particular regulation of the Order,
except in the fields of ritual and stat-
utes. Until the 1880s the only general
requirement was that an applicant be
over 21, and there was no orderly or
standard procedure for admission. But
as the Elks grew, and in some cities
reached local importance, it must be
admitted that people applied who had
other ideas in mind than the good of
the Order. A fraternal order that was
attracting outstanding professional peo-
ple and business executives was bound
to find this true.

In 1883, to prevent any exploitation
of Elk membership for business pur-
poses, the Grand Lodge ruled against
“commercialism.” The statutes were
rewritten to forbid the display of mem-
bership certificates or Elk emblems in a
place of business, or the deliberate use
of Elk brotherhood to do or attract
business. None of this was designed to
prevent one Elk from doing business
with another, but to stop cynical or
flagrant exploitation by men who en-
tefred the Order only to take advantage
of it.

Further, in 1886 Grand Lodge ruled
that prospective members must be
screened by a committee of three in
each lodge. Now, applicants were to
be proposed in writing by a Devout
Elder, or member of the Second De-
gree, and the proposal had to list the
name, age, occupation, birthplace, resi-
dence, and references of the applicant.
Membership committees were instruct-
ed to “carefully examine into the char-
acter of the applicant,” and to determine
if he had been previously rejected by
any lodge.

Except for the age limit of 21, no
requirements were made for member-

ship until 1890. In that year the Stat-
utes of the Order read:

Any white citizen of the United
States, of sound mind and body and
good reputation, over 21 years of age,
who desires initiation in a lodge, must
be proposed in writing by an Elk of the
lodge; said proposition shall state the
name, age, business, birthplace, resi-
dence and references of the person and
also whether he has ever been proposed
by any lodge of the Order and with
what result, over the signature of the
applicant.

These requirements were amended a
few years later to include a belief in a
Supreme Being (later, God), posses-
sion of the five human senses, and,
much later, to exclude Communists or
those who would overthrow the United
States government by force. But this
decentralization, and generally broad
requirements, permitted lodges to de-
velop in their own way, and to reflect,
generally, the ethnic and religious
make-up of their locality, in an Ameri-
ca where there was already a growing
pluralism. What actually happened is
that while lodges varied in kind of
names and denominations across Amer-
ica, Elks were members of the great
American middle and upper-middle
class. This was inevitable, for the most
obvious of reasons: the Elks were
founded as a charitable organization,
and charitable societies could only be
supported and run by a reasonably
affluent membership.

Almost from the very first, the con-
cept of a “mutual benefit” society,
which some “theatricals” had in mind,
began to be broadened into the grander
-idea of charity for all. Elks sent a dona-
tion to victims of the great Chicago fire,
and their first recorded instance of a
nationwide effort was the assistance
provided to the unfortunate people who
were hurt or damaged by the Johns-
town flood. This last action, in which
lodges everywhere joined, was a far cry
from the raising of benefits to bury an
EIk, or to aid his widow or orphans.

The first concept, and assistance, was
limited and parochial. However kind-
hearted, it was rather like passing the
hat or taking up an office collection for
people you knew. The raising of dis-
aster relief on a national scale, when
the Elks were still small, was of nation-
al significance and showed clearly that
the Order was thinking not just in Elk,
but American, terms. From the first,
no conditions, other than genuine need,
were put on Elk help. The Elks were
perhaps the first fraternal group to do
this on a national scale. From 1889 on-
ward, Elks assisted in virtually every
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national natural disaster, and in dozens
of small, localized disasters, such as
fires or tornadoes, where fellow citizens
suffered. In 1906, the Grand Exalted
Ruler directed Elk assistance operations
—both money and volunteer labor—on
the site of the terrible San Francisco
earthquake and fire. Elks contributed
a total of $109,140.60 to the inhabi-
tants of San Francisco. According to
the governor of California, the Elks
were the first organization of any kind
to render help at San Francisco. Elks
were arranging for refugees within
twelve hours, and Elk food wagons
were the first in the stricken city, pre-
ceding the Red Cross and all other pri-
vate or governmental organizations.

This was significant, because it shows
that Elkdom was already not only be-
nevolent on a national scale but already
well-organized to carry out its opera-
tions. In fact, this organization contin-
ued to impress governmental and other
observers almost as much as the spirit
behind it.

Another clear indication of the broad-
ening of purpose, and the nature of the
early Order, was the brief history of the
Elks Mutual Benefit Association. Few
later Elks, probably, ever realized that
the Order once sponsored its own in-
surance branch. This Association was
created in 1878, and opened to Elk
membership. Fees were $3.00, and as-
sessments were levied upon the death
of members.

For some years, the total member-
ship of this insurance association—which
was much like any fratemal society’s
insurance company—rose. It provided
the benefits of any such company to
deceased Elks’ families. But very early,
it created some difference of opinion.
Many Elks felt that the Order should
not be in the insurance business, and
should not be pushing enrollments in
the Association. A reference to the As-
sociation had been placed in the ritual
of 1884, and this was greatly disliked.
By 1889, Exalted Grand Ruler Leach
showed a growing sentiment in the Or-
der, saying, “We need no partnership
or connection with any other society
or company, insurance or otherwise, to
either give us strength or identity.” The
Association was dropped.

In 1899, the Grand Exalted Ruler, in
opposing a new insurance plan, said
simply: “We are neither an insurance
society nor a benefit society. What
charity we do and what help we ad-
minister is done from a spirit of benev-
olence and a spirit of brotherly duty,
but not from a sense of contractual ob-
ligation.”

(Continued on page 40)
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. Airplanes Shrink
(Continued from page 42)

In the late 1950s, the railroads’ floun-
dering attempts at economy measures
caught the attention of theincreasingly
cost-conscious airlines themselves. The
airlines, too, are now cutting back on
less profitable schedules, and are con-
centrating on the long nonstop flights
between major cities. With the cost of
bigger and bigger jet aircraft getting

high up into the millions per plane, )

they didn’t have much alternative.

However, this now leaves countless
cities with poor or even nonexistent
public transportation (unless you count
the buses, and most people don’t). They
are left in a virtual travel vacuum, with
the railroads pulling out of the market
and the aviation industry not yvet ma-
ture enough to enter it wholeheartedly
with still so much cream at the top.

This situation is creating something
new in aviation: a swelling enthusiasm
for smaller planes, despite the head-
lines concerning the SST and its sister
giants. Smaller planes can open up hun-
dreds of airports which are alread
closed to too-big airliners. ‘

As of the summer of 1967, the air-
lines provided service to only 550 out of
the 9,490 airports in the United States.
However, only 62 airports are presently
receiving jet service, and 85 percent of
all airline miles are by jet aircraft. Over
45 percent of all airline traffic is at only
ten metropolitan areas, and in fact, more
than 90 percent of all passengers take
off from fewer than 100 hub areas.

Furthermore, in the three years 1963-
64-65, 46 cities lost scheduled airline
service, while only two gained any. An-
other 53 communities now receiving
scheduled service are on a “use it or
lose it” basis. Almost 100 airports now
have an average of less than two flights
per day.

With this concentration of service, an
airline passenger can get reasonably
good service only if he is traveling be-
tween two of the 10 major metropoli-
tan areas. Outside of the hub areas,
the infrequency and odd hours of ser-
vice are only a little worse than the
dogleg routes so often encountered.
From these complications arose the need
for private aviation, which now has a
fleet that outnumbers the 2,000 airline
planes by 50 times.

These 100,000 private planes range
through multi-engine aircraft to small
jets and executive transports which are
pressurized and operate at speeds and
altitudes equal to the airlines’ finest jets
in every respect except maybe for a hos-
tess. Last year, private planes flew
more than 2% times as many passenger
miles as the domestic airlines did.

With the airlines doing so much to
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PICK STRAWBERRIES IN 60 DAYS
SKYSCRAPER®

CLIMBING
RAWBERRIES

EVERBEARING PRODUCE. ALL SUMMER UNTIL FROST

$
FOR

e LARGE JUICY BERRIES!
e PRODUCES BERRIES FROM BOTTOM TO TOP!
o BEARS FRUIT FIRST YEAR!

e CAN BE TRAINED ON ANY TRELLIS, FENCE OR POLE!
e EASY TO GROW — SIMPLE TO PLANT! :

It's true! A beautiful climbing strawberry. A straw-
berry plant that produces delicious, honey-sweet red
strawberries the whole way up! Read these facts and
learn how you can grow these beautiful ornamental
plants that produces berries that you can pick from

the vine.

Imagine the curiosity, the envy of your neighbors

as they watch you grow strawberries on a
pole, trellis or fence. Imagine the interest
and excitement as they watch this richly foli-
aged plant reaching vigorously upward. Im-
agine your own delight as you watch enticing
bright red strawberries appear. Just picture
yourself leisurely walking through your gar-
den picking real, red strawberries from your
own exotic climbing strawberry plants . . .

picking delightful tasting strawberries right

off the vine . . . without having to wash off
the dirt . .., and popping them into your
mouth to enjoy their vine-fresh flavor!

CLIMBING STRAWBERRIES
ARE PERENNIALS

Ever-Bearing — Produce All Summer
Until Frost

You don’t have to buy and plant these
Climbing Strawberries every year! Because
they are hardy perennials, they’ll grow year
after year. And each spring they’'ll produce
even more lustily, increasing in length
quickly and forming 5 to 6 rosettes at inter-
vals. These rosettes produce clusters of
flowers from which the berries fruit pro-
fusely this year. In turn, the rosettes produce
more runners which bear more flowers and
fruit. A prolific, splendid plant to enjoy for
years and years. It is truly everbearing.

EASY TO GROW

These plants have proven their ability to
thrive and produce and withstand severe
winters. And you don’t need a lot of space to
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3-MONTH WRITTEN GUARANTEE

Climbing Strawberry plants are shipped to )
arrive in perfect condition for planting . . .
to grow and produce berries or Eplnnts will £
be replaced absolutely FREE anytime v

within 3 months!

CLIMBING STRAWBERRIES
CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS
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©Climbing Strawberries 1968

grow them in . . . only a couple of square feet
of ground per plant! Imagine — a climbing
strawberry plant from only 2 square feet of
ground! Amazing, but true. Planting and
care are simple and full directions come with
your order.

STRAWBERRIES FROM SPRING
UNTIL FROST

Offer Will Not Be Repeated This Year.

Climbing strawberries grow, climb and bear
succulent berries until killing frost. Planted
in early spring, these ‘climbing strawberry
plants start producing berries around July
and continue to produce week after week,
until frost. You can enjoy the firm texture,
tempting fragrance and delightful taste of
these magnificent strawberries for months.
But that’s not all! These plants are as beau-
tiful as they are practical. Not only do they
produce delicious fruit, but they also help to
dress up your garden with beautiful greenery
decked generously with bright red berries. A
splendid ornamental plant with luxurious
wax-green foliage. Act today!
The SKYSCRAPER CLIMBING STRAWBERRIES offered in this
ad are cultivated exclusively for us and are available only
through this advertisement and cannot be purchased any-
where else in the United States.
If you desire the ordinary everbearing variety of Strawberry
plants such as Superfection, Brilliant or Gem, they are avail-
able at your local garden center or we will send them to you
at 10 plants for $1.00 plus 25¢ postage & handling.
25 plants for $2.00 plus 50¢ postage & handling.
Plants will be shipped in time
for proper pilanting in your area.

~——~ RUSH ORDER TODAY ~——=—
1

CLIMBING STRAWBERRIES

DEPT, A-125 4 Plants Only $1
CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS 10 Piants Only $2

Please rush me my CLIMBING STRAWBERRY
PLANTS 4 for $1.00.", . or 10 for $2.00.

[ SEND. CLIMBING STRAWBERRY PLANTS,
(ADD 25¢ FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING)

ENCLOSED |$ $. (Ko stamps please)
NAME '
ADDRESS.
CITY. STATE 1P
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