














































































































a gun, and a nylon gun should get the
same care as any gun; should a per-
son inadvertently stumble (I've fallen
down all over North America) and
strike the stock or fore end against a
hard object, nylon can take the shock
better than can wood. It won’t chip or
split. Likewise, it is impervious to
weather. It is unaffected by moisture or
temperature; it neither swells nor

shrinks. For another thing, nylon is vir- -

tually frictionless; that is, in use as a
bearing against a movable steel part, it
is not only durable but it requires no
lubrication. Third, nylon is non-corro-
sive. Again this doesn’t mean that the
gun can be abused. The barrel is steel,
and a rifle with a pitted bore is about
as useless as a broken wheel. This gun
requires care, but—since the nylon it-
self will neither rust nor deteriorate—
it requires possibly a little less care than
do other rifles. Fourth, the last point as
I see it, nylon is light in weight. This 14-
shot automatic .22 weighs ouly four
pounds.

. Of course, there are other advertised
features. One is that the barrel of the
rifle is bedded more precisely in nylon
than in wood; therefore, that it is more
accurate. This may be so. Undoubtedly
the designers know what they are talk
ing about. However, I've seen some
accurate rifles bedded in wood. Taking
the liberty of an assumption, I believe
they mean by this that nylon can be
turned out of forms with more uniform-
ity than wood can be cut; hence, each
barrel, similarly turned out to exacting
dimensions, will fit its nylon bedding
consistently and precisely. In our ma-
chine era, this is important. A large
company cannot afford to give each
product such personal attention as is
necessary to bed the barrel of a fine
rifle in wood.

The feature which is truly revolu-
tionary in this .22 is the remarkable usc
of nylon in the receiver. The parts are
virtually indestructible in the normal
course of rifle use. They have the neces-
sary tensile strength and—an amazing
quality—they never require lubrication.
Quite an innovation! As far as a nylon
stock and fore-end are concerned, these
are merely improvements on an old
idea. Some years ago, Stevens brought
out a shotgun with an inexpensive plas-
tic stock. But firing it on a cold day
would freeze your face, like putting
vour cheek against a plate of steel.

And perhaps the finest feature of this
“Nylon 66" has nothing to do with ny-
Jon. It is an automatic rifle; yet at the
same time it is the best single-shot .22
available. For single-shot use, it can be
loaded rapidly, infallibly and safely, as
illustrated. For target shooting, or for
use as a boy’s gun, this is another step
forward.
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(Continued from page 18)

Everything considered, this autoload-
ing Remington .22 is an advancement in
the science of gun making which is as
practical as it is spectacular.

We buy and possess guns for two
reasons. The first reason is to shoot
them. This shooting for some is of inter-
est in the field alone. Others enjoy tar-
get shooting as well as actual hunting,
and a considerable number of enthusi-
asts, with either rifle or shotgun, are
target shooters only. Some are “plinkers”
and they just have a lot of fun, while
quite a few are frankly serious. These
latter demand the finest in firearms
and ammunition, and their satisfaction
comes from their ability to score. Many
of them engage in competitive shoots,
an example being the many trap-
shooters (about 2,500 in 1960) who
compete in the Grand American Handi-

OUR NEED
FOR NEGATIVES

Your cooperation in supplying us
with negatives of lodge photos will
help us maintain a high "standard
of quality in your Magazine.

While we are receiving this co-
operation from the majority of our
lodges, and deeply appreciate it, we
are publishing this reminder for those
who may have overlooked our prew-
ous announcements.

- cap conducted annually at Vandalia,

Ohio. But whether a man fires a few
thousand rounds a year, or whether he
fires only one shot—at a deer, perhaps
—his primary reason for buying a gun,
obviously, is to shoot it. This is what a
gun is made for.

All except one of the guns which I
own (a total, unfortunately, of only five
shotguns, two rifles and a couple of
pistols) are modern firearms in perfect
shooting order. They are all used regu-
larly, simply because I like to shoot,
whether it is at a target or at a flying
bird. The exception—the non-shooting
gun—is a frontier model Colt .45 made
one hundred years ago. Although its six-
shot cylinder had to be muzzle loaded
and fired by means of percussion caps,
it was the first successful repeating fire-
arm of any nature. It undoubtedly
served time in the Civil War, and who
knows what its subsequent history may
have been. :

It’s too loose-jointed for me to fire
now even if I were interested in shgot-
ing a ball of lead out of a muzzle-
loading revolver, which I am not. This
pistol serves another purpose. It is here
on my desk before me. and I have ijt

around solely for the pleasure of admir-
ing its long, lean, persuasive lines. As
far as I am concerned, it is a thing of
beauty.

There are a great many people who
own firearms for this reason, and this
reason alone. One friend of mine has a
Kentucky long rifle mounted on the wall
of his den. I have never entered that
room without my eyes turmning imme-
diately to that gun. It is only a decora-
tion today, to be sure, but the most sat-
isfying decoration a man could wish for.
It is slim and graceful, the ultimate in
artistry in the history of American gun
making.

Other men have extensive collections
of such fircarms. One I know is inter-
ested primarily in Revolutionary War
muskets and other early American flint-
locks. My dad has a Hemy’s .44, the
breechloading, cartridge carbine which
was the first successful repeating rifle
and the forerunner of those made by
the Winchester Arms Company. Oliver
Winchester bought Henry’s patent and
this was the birth of the famous Win-
chester lever-action carbine, “the gun
that won the West.” Even today, almost
a century since it was made, this
Henry’s has a-clean, compact, authorita-
tive look.

All the guns mentioned here were
milestones in the history of American
gun making. Although past their active
days, they serve a definite purpose.
They are a pleasure just to have around.
To posses a gun of beauty, whether it
is presently employed for shooting or
whether it is solely historical, is a sound
reason for having a gun.

Perhaps now, with the Remington
nylon .22 and the Winchester glass-
barreled shotgun, we are witnessing an-
other milestone. The barrel of Win-
chester’s Model 59 shotgun is made of
more than five hundred miles of fiber-
glass wound about a thin steel core. On
top of this, a sleeve of fiberglass is put
over the barrel and the whole business
fused and finished. The color is the
same as the blued barrel of a conven-
tional gun.

And what are its advantages? First,
like nylon, the fiberglass is virtually in-
destructible. It will take a lot of punish-
ment and requires no particular care
since it will not corrode. Also, it has
enormous tensile strength. It has been
proof-tested, taking loads three times
heavier than normal without damage.
Finally, like nylon, it is light. With this
barrel plus aluminum alloys in the re-
ceiver, Winchester has taken more than
a pound and a half off its standard auto-
matic. This 12-gauge weighs only six
and a half pounds, actually less than an
earlier 20-gauge automatic. The point of
balance is well back in the gun since
the recoil mechanism is in the stock and





































































