


























Detroit’s Big Change CONTINUED

optionally on all Chrysler products are numerous.
Most interesting, and we predict this will be very popu-
lar, are new swivel seats which, at the touch of a small
lever, swing outward for easier entry and exit. Between
these seats is a folding armrest wide enough, when
raised, to allow a child to share the front seat with
parents. A new electronically controlled inside rear
view mirror contains a diminutive photo-electric cell;
when the headlight beam of a following car strikes this
cell, the mirror is automatically tilted and a polarized
night prism then facilitates the driver’s rear vision.

The heaters of all five makes are now controlled by
push-buttons. These are placed along the bottom of
the dashboard in all but the Plymouth; on the latter the
heater and fresh air control buttons are placed verti-
cally at the right of the steering column to match the
new location of the transmission control buttons, also
vertical, on the left side. Larger windshields and rear
windows, the former having a slight compound curve
and cutting into the roof line, increase the feeling of
space. And finally, probably the most important im-
provement at Chrysler is said to be the addition of a
ew 3,000 man staff of quality control specialists whose
job it is to detect any production problems that may
arise to affect quality along the production line.

Plymouth has not grown; still on a 118-inch wheel-
base and with an overall length of 208 inches, the low-
priced Plaza series is discontinued and the smart Fury
series has been increased in scope to include four-door
sedans as well as two-door models. The 6-cylinder
engine, 132 horsepower and capable of propelling the
car 85 miles an hour, is available in the Savoy and Bel-
vedere. Various carburetor and exhaust arrangements
on the two V-8 engines—one with 318 and the other
with 361 cubic engines—provide from 230 to 305 horse-
power. All-new front fenders and rear fenders give a
new look; the fin has been refined and lengthened
slightly, the grille is all new, and the rear deck of the
luxurious Fury series now sports the impression of a
spare tire in the Imperial manner. The dual headlights
are now standard and the driver’s position has been
improved with a better instrument and control layout
and more comfortable seats with improved body sup-
port for long drives.

The Dodge gives the new owner a choice of four
engines—a 135 horsepower 6-cylinder unit, and V-8
engines with 326, 361, and 383 cubic inches ranging in
power from 255 to 345 horsepower. Recommended for
the owner who wants a good combination of perform-
ance and economy is the smallest V-8 engine with the
simple two-barrel carburetor. The sheet metal is largely
new with a new hood, sleek front fenders that provide
a slanted hood for the headlights, and new grille and
rear fender and taillight designs. The three series,
Coronet, Royal, and Custom Royal are continued with
the Sierra station wagons with unchanged 122-inch
wheelbase and a total overall length of fractionally over
217 inches. .

The DeSoto, too, has revamped lines; the front fend-
ers now have something of the Imperial look with new
brows over the headlights. The familiar triple rear
lights on each side remain but new rear bumpers and
altered deck line give a changed appearance. The
grille offers increased distinction and the front bumper
is deeper with the upper half actually forming air in-
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takes for the new fresh air system. New side trim with
new emphasis on dual rather than triple color schemes
give the look of added length. New roofs are a hair
lower but at no expense to passenger headroom. A new
dash panel features a full-width strip of aluminum trim.
All De Soto engines are V-8 jobs with either 361 or 383
cubic inches displacement; various two and four-barrel
carburetors and optional dual exhaust systems provide
horsepower of from 290 to 350. The latter high per-
formance engine is available in the luxury Adventurer
series with two of the big carburetors. Firesweep, Fire-
dome, and Fireflite series are continued with the Ad-
venturer being the high-priced line.

Chrysler, which has been outselling the similarly
sized De Soto (each make has two wheelbase sizes: 122
and 126 inches) has some rather intriguing new styling
features including a more massive appearing grille and
several choices of side trim. A new roof features a
slightly recessed panel lending a new two-tone treat-
ment. The well-known Firepower engine, long a stand-
by, has been replaced by the new Golden Lion engines
displacing either 383 or 413 cubic inches. The smaller
engine with 305 and 326 horsepower is standard in the
short wheelbase Windsor and the full sized Saratoga;
the big engine develops 350 horsepower in the New
Yorker series and 380 horsepower in the sporty 300-E
two-door hardtop sedan, probably the nation’s fastest
six-passenger car. Leather upholstery is available on
special order in the Chrysler line. For those looking for
the ultimate, the 300-E will continue to be the only fine
car in the luxury priced field to offer manual gear shift,
but since the automatics have so thoroughly taken over
in this bracket, shifting for yourself costs extra money.
The 300-E is also distinctively styled with a sports car-
like grille and a full leather interior.

The Imperial sits on the 129 inch wheelbase and is
over 226 inches long overall. Only one other car is
longer, the Lincoln and that by less than an inch. The
big Golden Lion engine has a new valve system, new
carburetor and intake manifold, is actually new through-
out; shared with the Chrysler New Yorker, the power is
the same, 350 horsepower. There is a new grille with a
heavy central bar—a completely different front—new
headlight trim, a heavier rear bumper, and new trim
featuring a huge eagle medallion on the rear deck. The
spare wheel impression on the rear deck is retained;
although optional at extra cost this has proven popular.
A new Silvercrest Landeau model has the front portion
of the roof in stainless steel with the after part in simu-
lated leather. The Imperial Crown and Le Baron series
are especially luxurious with additional rolls of padded
upholstery atop the back of the front seats, luxurious
leather and fine fabric interiors, and distinctive door
panelling. A new side trim on some models gives the
illusion of being forward extension of the wrapped-
around rear bumpers. The side windows are slightly
curved—still an Imperial exclusive. An Imperial, by the
way, won its class in the last Mobilgas Economy Run.

~ FORD MOTOR COMPANY

The surprise in ’58, an otherwise poor year for most
makers, was the overwhelming success of the new four-
passenger Thunderbird. So great was public accept-
ance of this full sized car—a four passenger vehicle by
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