









































































































































the weapon and shot instinctively.

At the flash and bark of the .410 the
bear jack-knifed entirely off the ground,
with a great roar of pain and rage. For
several moments it writhed and twisted,
clawing at its hind parts—the one sensi-
tive spot, acutely sensitive, of its big,
hulking body. Its explosive roar was so
loud and fearsome that the ravens jumped
high off the limb and flapped away and
a fox which had been sidling up close
streaked off like a blur of red.

When the bear got over its twisting
and clawing, it reared up to its full
height, ignoring the wolf, and glared
around to locate its other enemy. The
man had half risen to get in his shot, and
was throwing a fresh shell into the cham-
ber of the .410, and the bear saw him.
With another roar it dropped down and
charged.

Thinking in swift flashes. the man
coolly waited. He had heard fellows say
it was like that; when you suddenly
found yourself looking at death as
through a thin pane of glass, you were
incredibly cool. you could think like one
of those whirring calculator machines.
He had not planned any gun tactics
against the grizzly; in fact, he had not
planned to argue with that ugly big
customer in any way whatever. But
when the bear dropped down and came
for him, he found himself thinking fast,
planning fast and deciding exactly what
he would do and exactly when.

IS thought was to try and disable the

brute, in spite of having only the
light shells. Two shots at close quarters
could do the business. But they had to be
right. At the right split second. In the
exact right places.

His rock was a scant seventy-five feet
from the jackpine, and the bear was
coming at a gallop, but he waited, waited,
gun butt against his cheek, aiming, wait.
ing. The grizzly’s head looked to him
bigger than a bushel basket and the dark-
ish eye-patches were as plain a target
as a person could ask for.

He took his first shot when the bear
was only about forty feet from him. With
the flash of the .410 the grizzly lurched
against a rock, pawed at its right eye.
patch, but then came on. The man fined
down on the left patch and shot again,
with the bear hardly thirty feet in front
of the gun muzzle.

As he leaped up. whirled and started
running, he had a flitting glimpse of the
huge, shaggy animal barging on toward
him, and for a brief little eternity he
thought that his second shot hadn’t scat-
tered enough, at that pointblank range,
and he’d maybe missed that left eye-
patch.

But the terrible roaring didn’t follow
him. As he ducked behind a rock and
slammed in a fresh shell, he saw the
bear crash head-on, blindly, against the
boulder where he himself had been
crouching a few seconds ago. It didn’t
come on, chasing him. It didn’t know

where he was. It couldn’t see him. It
couldn’t see anything. Still roaring, it
was squatting on its hind legs and swip-
ing all around, smashing and demolish-
ing everything within reach. But it was
swiping around blindly now, in the grop-
ing blackness of its sudden night.

The man silently reloaded. He was di-
rectly up wind from the bear and only a
dozen steps away, but he figured it was
wise to sit tight rather than try to escape.
The bear might hear him. It still had
ears and nose to guide it, and it could
cover ground fast, blind or no.

As he waited, wondering what would
come next, he caught sight of the wollf,
slipping around through the deerbrush
below the den and watching. The big

_tawny was limping and bleeding but he

appeared to have no disabling wounds.
The man flung an oath at him for leaving
the cubs and then an oath at himself for
tangling with a huge rogue grizzly, It was
a crazy chance for a man to take. Espe-
cially when two little folk over at Fort
Smith hadn’t anybody on earth to look
out for them except himself. Even living
in that lonely, savage country, with its
avalanches, rock slides, blizzards and the
constant danger of accident or sickness,
was a gamble he had no right taking. In
the mountains anything could happen;
you never knew what or when. You went
out to get a couple of ptarmigans and
you wound up battling a grizzly for your
life.

As he had feared, the bear finally
caught his scent. At once it stopped its
roaring, its aimless swiping around, and
started toward him. Not with the lunge
and rush he had expected but slowly,
stalking him—reaching out with one paw
and then with the other, almost cat-like.
A tense hush fell, except for the golden-
crowns. Again the man waited, gun up,
reasoning he had a better chance if he
didn’t run. His hobs clattering on the
stones would be a give-away. He figured
that after the bear got close and he
emptied his gun at it, he could still dodge
and run—if he had to.

But he didn’t believe he’d have to run.
At an ordinary distance the scatterloads
of the .410 were hopeless against a big
grizzly, but at muzzle point they could
tear a pretty fearful hole. Two or three
shots, placed right, could blow the bear’s
brains out.

The grizzly came on, step by slow step,
and its crafty silence was a little more
hair-raising to the man than its roaring
had been. He waited a few seconds more,
with a steely grip on himself, till he
could have tossed a pebble into the griz-
zly’s open mouth. Then he played his last
card. As fast as he could work the bolt
and shoot, he poured in his full clip, six
shots, into that open maw.

He was set to jump and run, but it
wasn’t necessary. His first blast stopped
the bear cold. As he pumped in the rest
of his shots the grizzly sagged and caved
in and then slowly toppled over. Thrash-
ing and clawing, it went rolling down the
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_ THE BIRTHDAY OF OUR ORDER

.+ As we approach the birthday of our
Order it is appropriate to recall briefly
its accomplishments. Formed on
February 16, 1868, by fifteen members
of the “Theatrical, Minstrel, Musicial,
Equestrian and Literary Professions”
our Order now has a membership of

v
'
i

over 1,150,000.

Its founders’ aims and purposes were modest compared
with the scope of Elkdom’s activities today. It is among
the greatest benevolent and protective organizations of our
country with charitable, community service and patriotic
expenditures of $7,000.000 annually.

The Grand Lodge has over $3.000.000 in assets, not
counting the value of the Elks National Memorial Building.

The 1,750 Subordinate Lodges have assets of over
$250,000.000.

Since 1880, when records were started, Subordinate
Lodge expenditures for charitable, welfare and patriotic
work have amounted to $120,000,000. )

The Elks National Home, erected at an initial cost of
$450,000, is a real home, consisting of a main building and
eight cottages capable of accommodating more than 400
residents. At present it is accommodating 300.

When a Brother seeks admission there “Outstretched
hands welcome him and loving hearts administer to his
every want and need.”

L K 2R J

When our country was drawn into the First World War
the Grand Lodge appropriated $1.000.000 for war relief
and the Elks War Relief Commission was appointed.

At the [ollowing Grand Lodge Session a second $1,000,-
000 was appropriated.

In all, the Commission expended $1.371.000, providing
base hospitals, erecting the first reconstruction hospital in
the country and turning it over to the War Department,
providing a community house at Camp Sherman, Ohio, and
making over 40.000 loans to war veterans.

Of this action a representative in Congress said:

“The Flks fund thus provided is the first instance of
the kind in the history of the country where a great
patriotic, fraternal organization has come to the aid
of the Government in so timely, helpful and substan-
tial a manner.”

As to the assistance given to the Salvation Army, Com-
mander Evangeline Booth said:

“I say without hesitancy that our organization -could
not have achieved its exceptional success in the war
but for the splendid, practical, tangible aid that was
rendered to us by the Elks.”

[ K B J
The Elks National Foundation, founded in 1928. has

won recognition as one of the important benevolent insti-
tutions of the country. It has built up a fund of $5.000,000,
has disbursed $1.000.000 and its current rate of disburse-
ment is $175.000 a year from income of the fund, Grand
Lodge paying all operating costs.

The Foundation takes care of crippled children, gives
college scholarships to deserving students and grants fel-
lowships for advanced training of doctors, nurses and

therapists in cerebral palsy therapy, filling a great need.

L 2% 2N 4

The Elks National Memorial Building, dedicated in 1926
in memory of those members of the Order who served in
World War I, was rededicated in 1946 in memory of those
members who served in World War 11.

Erected at a cost of $3,444,526.62, it has been referred
to by competent judges as one of the outstanding memorial
buildings of the world. Its great frieze, extending around
the exterior of the central rotunda and depicting “Triumphs
of War” that perish, on one side, and “Triumphs of Peace”
that endure, on the other side, is probably the most exten-
sive work of its kind in the world.

L 2B 2
In 1940 the Grand Lodge created the National Defeuse

and Public Relations Commission.

The Commission was requested by the Adjutant General
of the Army to assist in promoting the recruiting and
training of young men for the Flying Cadet Corps and
working through the Subordinate Lodges the Commission
was successful in establishing more than 400 refresher
schools where thousands of young men were given intensive
training enabling them to qualify for the Corps.

At the outbreak of World War II the name of the Com-
mission was changed to Elks War Commission. It was
asked by the Adjutant General to assist in recruiting 45,-
000 young men for the Ground Crew of the Army Air
Corps. The Elks gave him over 100,000.

One hundred and hfty-hve fraternal centers for the com-
fort and entertainment of those in the Services were es-
tablished throughout the country.

When the need for more men skilled in the field of
coustruction became urgent the Army and Navy asked the
Elks War Commission to assist in the drive to secure them,
the only organization to participate.

The required number of Army Engineers and Navy
Seabees was obtained three months ahead of time.

i _ X
When World War 11 was over, the thoughts of Elks

turned to those coming back from the service of their

country with physical or mental ailments calling for hos-

pitalization. The Elks National Service Commission was

crealed to serve these men, which it has done and is doing

with outstanding success. The Commission’s slogan is:
“So long as there is a Veteran in our hospitals, the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never
forget him.”

The Commission’s program, enthusiastically supported
by the Subordinate Lodges, affords continuous entertain-
ment to the patients in nearly 200 hospitals. It supplies
materials for their use in occupational therapy. And when
a patient is ready to go home. the Commission, with the
assistance of the Lodge nearest his home, helps the veteran
to re-integrate himself in the life of his community.

The Commission continues to operate I'raternal Centers
for the benefit of our young men in the Armed Forces.

L 2K 2R 4
These are some of the highlights that illumine the pages

of Elk history. That history was written by men of ideals,
to which they devoted their time and energies. their talents
and their money. As we turn the page. and begin a new
chapter, may we write in letters that will be as bright.
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of Fontainebleau, France, came over to
plant a tree on the front lawn, and that
eminent Gallic maitre d’hotel, Rene
Black, was imported from the Waldorf.

Now this year we have the Lucerne,
the lobby of which is done chalet style.
All right, it has beamed ceilings. And
part of the hotel’s facade was brought
from Switzerland. It has an “Alpine”
dining room. a “William Tell” Coffee
Shop and a nightclub known as the Club
Chalet. The Lucerne aside. another 21—
count ’em—21 million dollars—was spent
on two other hotels that opened this
year. They are the Eden Roc and the
Seville, both in the European motif,
natch. Eden Roc has long been a famous
byword along the French Riviera, and
in honor thereof, the architect (the same
one who did last year’s Fontainebleau,
incidentally) has decked the place in an
aura of Italian Renaissance. Now then,
besides 401 rooms, some of them split
level, there is under one French/Italian
roof the Mona Lisa dining room, Harry’s
American Bar, the Marco Polo Lounge
and the Cafe Pompeii. As for the 300-
room Seville, it is, I'm thankful to say,
all except the television sets in every
room, finished by and large in the
Spanish style. I have neglected 10 get
the word on the Ivanhoe, a fourth beach
front hotel new this year, but I guess
we would all be quite safe in assum-

nized until 1945, The breed is the coon-
hound, a distant cousin of the foxhound
and widely distributed in the South. the
Southwest and parts of the East. The dog
gets its name from his use and proficiency
as a raccoon hunter. The coonhound is a
night hunter, as his quarry is a night
prowling animal.

The standard for the breed was
adopted by the Black and Tan Coon-
hound Club and coonhounds of this color
combination are the only kind recognized.
There are many other coonhounds of
other color combinations but the black
and tan is the only variety that has be-
come well enough established to win of-
ficial recognition. He is basically a work-
ing dog, classed as a hound but a work-
ing dog in the sense that he is expected
to be a useful assistant in the field. The
standard emphasizes that he should be a
dog with sufficient endurance to with-
stand hard winters and summer heat. He
must be a purp that can navigate rough
country. His coat should be short and
dense, coal black with tan markings
above the eyes, on sides of muzzle. chest,
legs and breeching. Black markings on
toes is required.

Of the five retrievers. the curly-coated.
flat-coated. golden Labrador and Chesa-
peake Bay, the lauer is the only one of
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For Elks Whe Travel

(Continued from page 21)

ing it is Auld English as all get-out.

There is, to be sure, much more to
Florida than Miami Beach, and if you
are one who would like to avoid the
man-made (European) grandeur and get
out in the fresh, natural sunshine, one
of the most fascinating views of nature
is afforded each year by the Audubon
Society. Now the Audubon people are
normally in the bird-preserving business,
but they will go out of their way to show
you a random otter, a crocodile, or even
a key deer, nearly an extinct species.
More Audubon trips than ever have been
laid out and they leave variously from
Miami, Tavernier, Fort Lauderdale,
West Palm Beach, and Okeechobee City.
The trip from Miami, which I took a few
seasons ago, features a look at Ever-
glades National Park, and a boat trip on
Florida Bay to see the roseate spoonbills.
The trip originating on Tavernier takes
off for the Key Deer Refuge and pokes
among the keys in search of white herons,
roseate spoonbills, and the slithery beasts
as well. From Fort Lauderdale with an
overnight stop at Clewiston, the birders
cruise into the Everglades again, intent
on spying cattle egrets, smooth-billed ani
and limpkins, all of which are birds in
case you were wondering.

Anyone who would enjoy a look at a
Seminole Indian village, and I don't
mean those commercial shacks set up by

In the Doghouse
(Continued from page 34)

this class that can be said to be pure
Yank. He shares the honor of being the
second of the sporting dogs, gun dogs
that is, that are native to the United
States. He has a story-book background

-and is said to have originated from a

crossing of native non-descript dogs with
two Newfoundland dogs that swam ashore
following the wreck of the United States
vessel “Canton” off the Maryland coast
in 1807. The Newfoundland is an Amerj-
can dog, although not a dog of the United
States, originating in Newfoundland, a
Province of Canada. These dogs are per-
haps among the best swimmers of al]
dogs and can endure the coldest water
with no ill effects. They are likewise
among the best of retrievers of water
fowl. The writer, who lives in one of
the better duck hunting areas in the East,
can testify to the retrieving ability of the
Chesapeake. I'm almost convinced that
no other variety of dogs are kept in my
village unless 1 count a few stray beagles
used to try to keep the rabbit population
from getting too brash,

The Chesapeake is practically water-
proof. having a dense undercoat and an
outer coat that sheds water like a duck.
He's a dog of great courage. On land he
hunts by foot scent. not by body scent but
his greatest usefulness is as a water dog

the roadside, might enquire about the
Audubon tour No. 5 out of Okeechobee
City, working into the Kissimmee Prairie
and the remote inland villages. Birds,
too, of course.

For refugees who just want to settle
in a quiet spot there are all sorts of sun-
burnt nooks down the East Coast—New
Smyrna Beach for example, which does
indeed have a wide stretch of sand. It’s
an ideal place for families at fees that
must be considered moderate in the light
of other Florida prices. Lots of good fish
here and a golf course where you can
play away at a dollar and a half a day.
Sailfishermen have long known about
Stuart, which is nineteen miles south of
Fort Pierce. Although it is five miles
from the coastline beaches, a pair of
bridges will soon be built over its two
rivers and that will open Stuart to some
ten miles of beaches now reachable only
by way of a rickety bridge.

Meanwhile, in another part of the
state—over on the Gulf Coast—the accent
is on mobility and the byword is growth.
The area is laid out for the automotive
traveler, there being no fewer than 600
motels in the general St. Petersburg area.
Some one million visitors are on their
way to the section in search of sun, sleep,
solace and a tan and tonic to see them
through the remaining deep freeze sea-
son up in the chilly northlands.

and in this as I've indicated he has few
equals. On the water he gets the game’s
scent from the oil which the feathers of
the bird leaves on water. He too is about
the size of the German shepherd (I men-
tion the latter because the breed is so
well.known—so often mis-called the
police dog) ranging from 23 to 25 inches
at the shoulder to the ground. His color
is from dark brown to dull tan. He’s a
reserved sort of fellow although by no
means unfriendly but prefers to give his
affection and loyalty to one or two per-
sons with whom he is more closely as-
sociated.

No mention of dogs of this country
would be complete without giving the
American Water Spaniel his due. This
little fellow is housepet size in addition
to being a right smart gun dog. He's
playful and affectionate. By no means is
the breed new to the American home as
it has been known for decades, but it
was not accorded official recognition un-
til late in. 1940. As a boy, never mind
how long ago that is, I saw many such
dogs around the landscape where my
grandparents farm was located. The
breed then, as I recall, was well estab-
lished and possessed a common family
resemblance. As a gun dog he can be
taught to point, flush or retrieve.









