







































































‘Census of Agriculture in 1945.

ELK NEWSLETTER

% WASHINGTON

America’s school teachers did such a fine
job with the wartime registrations that
Uncle Sam is getting ready to ask their
help again. This time it's the census.
The next big population and agriculture
count is scheduled for April, 1950, and .
will provide the basis for determining

. State representations in Congress.

The last census of any sort was the
It wasn't
too good. Employment conditions made
staffing difficult, personnel turnover

-was excessive, the work was poorer and

costs mounted with the resulting delays.

It is fear of a repetition- of these
conditions in 1950 which is making Cen-
sus Bureau officials turn to the teach-
ers. Some 123,000 enumerators will be
needed, they point out, but only for &
brief period. If they could.be drawn
from a professional group, able to read
maps and understand and follow written
instructions, it is argued, the accuracy
and completeness of the coverage in ‘1950
could be improved greatly.

Following out this line of reasoning,
Census Bureau officials have begun dis-
cussions with school leaders.
is an adjustment of-school calendars for
1949-50 to allow a week of free time be-
tween April 1 and April 15--providing the
teachers can find use for a little extra
cash.

*

A Commerce branch headed for reduced
activities because of budget slash is
the Office of Technical Services, which
handled more than 85,000 requests for in-
formation about industrial processes last
year. The major activity of this office
is the acquisition and distribution of
hundreds of thousands of technical reports
and documents from domestic and foreign
Sources. John C. Green, OTS director,
estimates that American business will
have purchased more than $1,000,000
worth of OTS reports by the end of this
fiscal year.

*

Exploration of the tight steel situation
has brought an interesting revelation
from the National Auto Wreckers Associa-
tion. Called to conference here, offi-

. various fronts.

- vide steel for their industry.

Their goal

cials of the association reported that
whereas the average age of vehicles sent
to wrecking vards before the war was five
vears, the average auto is twelve years
old today before the wrecker gets it. As
a result, the wrecking industry is han-
dling some 500,000 cars a year while it has
the facilities to process 3,000,000.

Two suggestions were advanced for
solving this difficulty. The flrst, to

" encourage local authorities to make a
-drive to

rid the Nation's streets and va-
cant lots of abandoned vehicles; the sec-
ond, to increase the number of old cars
available for dismantling by more careful
enforcement of local safety inspection

"regulations.

%

Steel shortages continue to be reported on
Representatives . of the
steel baseboard radiation industry are
asking for a voluntary agreement to pro-
Although
baseboard radiators are comparatively
new, the industry reports that the demand
now greatly exceeds the supply. At the
same time, steel and other metals seem to
be making further gains in the building
field. The latest Lumber Industry Report
attributes a 33 per cent decline in open
sash production not only to difficulties
in securing lumber but also to a loss of
market to other materials as well.

*

Construction figures continued to rise dur-
ing the summer, with greater than normal
seasonal advances reported during the
early months. June, for example, saw new
construction valued at $1,605 million put
in place~-a 38 per cent gain over the
same month of the previous year. This

was 100 million dollars greater than the
previous record levels reached in July,
1942 and October, 1947.

*

Other industries may not be as confident
regarding their markets as the construc-
tion industry seems to be. To assist
them in the initiation, reorganization
and expansion of their market research,
the Office of Domestic Commerce has just
(Continued on page 41)
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