






































ELK NEWSLETTER

Though the conventions interrupted Con-
gressional capers, Washington has been
far from dull this summer. Committees
still are busy on Capitol Hill. ERP--the
European Recovery Program-- is rapidly
swinging into high gear. Rumor is rife.

Federal workers, for example, are .
wondering what will happen to them if
Governor Dewey gets an opportunity to
perform his promise to conduct "the-big-
gest housecleaning you have ever seen
next January". . Biggest obstacle to this
biggest housecleaning is the fact that 92
per cent of the 1.8 million Federal job-
holders are now under Civil Service, while
most of the agencies not so covered have
merit systems of their own.

*

Government career men not concerned with
their immediate personal security have
other things to worry about. High on
their list is the effect of the new draft
law on the over-all economy of the coun-
try. So far, efforts to cushion the econ-
omy against the inflationary effects of
the Marshall Plan have been limited to .
volunteer agreements adopted by produc-
ers in the more critical segments of the
economy. But the new draft law estab-
lishes overriding priorities for defense
purposes. As a result, it is feared here,
critical situations may develop in fields
not yet explored under the voluntary plan.

Will mandatory controls follow? A
straw in the wind: John C. Virden, special
assistant to the Secretary of Commerce and
Director of the Office of Industry Coop-
eration, recently complained to the House
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee
of the "looseness” of the voluntary plan.
Present powers make "real accomplishment®
in important areas "more than ordinarily
difficult®, he said.
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have been allocated voluntarily for the
production of -all-steel prefabricated
houses and 21,000 tons for the production
of flue-connected floor and wall fur-
naces. Some 110,000 to 128,000 tons of
pig iron have been allocated monthly for
the manufacture of warm air furnaces,
soil pipe, pressure pipe, etc. Another
160,000 tons of steel products will be
furnished during the next eight months
to the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission.
Marked for early export to Greece are
17,000 tons of steel products. Iceland
has been dealt in, too. She is to get 121
tons of steel to make hoops for herring
barrels. ’
Meanwhile, the Office of Interna-
tional Trade has been forced to lay some
rumors regarding Europe's requirements
for relaying its railroads. The U. S.
will not be expected to supply all the
51,000,000 railroad ties which Europe
will import over the next four years, the
tie makers are assured. The 51 million
figure is the draw from all outside
sources. Our contribution will average
only about 2% million a year.
Testifying to the skill of our Air
Force bombers is the estimate that European
Recovery Program Nations will require a
total of 123 million ties during 1948-
1951 inclusive.

*

While receiving our railroad ties, Europe is
due to send us another consignment of
scientific material next month. Ending a
3-month, survey and evaluation of research-
in Great Britain, the U. S. Mission on
Science and Technology is due to return to
this country in September. Its members
have been exploring all fields of science,
including medicine, public health, engi-
neering and agriculpure.

*

Most of the voluntary materials programs
considered so far have been limited to
steel and iron. But they have been de-
signed to facilitate construction of such
essentials as low-cost housing, freight
cars and farm and oil producing equip-
ment. For example, 58,000 tons of steel
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*

The Office of Business Economics has totted
up the Nation's liquor bill for the last
year and found that our expenditures for
alcoholic beverages, including "public
revenues" (sometimes called taxes) amounted
to $9.6 billion.

(Continued on page 25)














































































































































