


















































ELK NEWSLETTER

Although many businessmen will greet it
with a shudder, others will welcome a
new Department of Commerce publication.
"Small Business and Government Licenses"
is its forbidding title and no better re-
view of the extent of government concern
with private business could be provided.
An entire chapter is devoted to the
"more common" Federal licenses required
by small businesses, including the agen-
cies from which they may be. obtained and
directions for obtaining them. Listed
also are the licenses required by vari-
ous manufacturers, processors,
ers, retailers, importers, carriers,
utilities and service establishments.
Another chapter is devoted to State
licenses and regulatory taxes, including
State requirements for a number of small
establishments such as beauty shops, drug

stores, contractors and embalmers. Still
‘another deals with local licenses.
If you would know the worst, "Small

Business and Government Licenses" can be

obtained for fifteen cents from Départment
of Commerce Field offices, or the Super-

intendent of Documents in Washington.

*

California has been the worst hit by recent
droughts. Other sections of the country
have been experiencing floods. If you.
have been getting a taste of either, if
“your wells are going deeper and pumping
costs are mounting, the Department of
Agriculture advises that it is not too
soon to check your own watersheds-=the
"hills or mountains from which water runs
to the place beneath.” If they are not
well-covered with forests, brush, grass
or other plant life, they should be. Lo~
calities watehing these things will save
taxes now--and trouble later.

*

wholesal—

The business population of the United
States now stands at an all-time high, the
Office of Business Economics reports.

How many busimesses are there in the
United States? The Office of Business
Economics sets the present figure at
3,870,000~-470,000 above the pre-war high
and 1,000,000 above the wartime low. A
200,000 gain in 1947 shoved it up to its
present mark. '
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Despite the recent leveling off in
the rate of the growth of the business
population, the number of new entries is
continuing to run about double the num-
ber of mortalities. Business discontinu-
ances since V=J Day total some 460,000,
less than two-fifths the number of en-
tries and the mortality rate continues
low, elthough 70 per cent of business
failures ordinarily occur in the first
five years of operation. The first year
of operation is the big test.

*

One answer to this show of strength may
lie in the fact that'easing prices are
permitting business activity to hold
close to the high plateau reached last
year. As Spring roared into Washington,

the business indicators--steel produc-
-tion,

electric power output, carloadings
—-showed no signs of weakening before the
price realignments.

Saltes at-retail stores continued
strong, as well. Present estimates put
the February total at $8,870,000, some 13
ber cent above the same month a year ago,
and on a par with the previous month,
after adjustment for the fewer trading
days. Easter sales, however, ran below
expectations,

On the credit side of the ledger, too,
is the continued high level of personal
income. In the first month of the year,
for example, personal income was at a rate
of $210.8 billion, eleven per cent above
January 1947 and seven per cent above the
1947 average of $196.8 billion.

*?

Some industrious American workers appear to
have caught up with the demand for their
product and are now facing shorter hours,
or unemployment. According to the Bureau
of Agricultural Economics, supplies of
honey in beekeepers hands is reported
heavy in many areas, with large stocks in
the hands of bottlers, wholesalers and

~ retailers.

As a result, the demand for packaged
bees is reported on the downgrade, al-
though the Government has requested an
expansion of bee colonies for polliniza-
tion purposesS. So the busy bees are

(Continued on page 34)

































































































































