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Official Elks Tours To Grand Lodge

Convention

Four Delightful and Picturesque Tours Planned by Eastern Lodges to
the Grand Lodge Convention at Los Angeles

The Grand Exalted Ruler’s
Special Train

Queens Borough, N. Y., Lodge No.
878, presents a de luxe trans-
continental tour to the Grand Lodge
Reunion at Los Angeles, Calif., next
July on the Grand Exalted Ruler’s
Special Train. Many interesting
and picturesque points of interest
on the continent will be visited by
the train which leaves New York on
Thursday, July 2, and arrives at Los
Angeles on Sunday, July 12, at
9 AM.

Among the stops made by the
Grand Exalted Ruler’s Special will
be Chicago; Mandan, North Dakota;
Gardiner, Mont., in Yellowstone
Park; the Grand Canyon in Colo-
rado; Denver, Colo.,, and Colorado
Springs, which will include a sight-
seeing drive to the summit of Pike's
Peak. An opportunity to visit Albu-
querque, New Mexico, will be offered
and a sightseeing trip along the
Grand Canyon of Arizona will be in-
cluded in the itinerary. An option
of return to New York via the
Pacific northwest and Glacier Na-
tional Park is also offered, although
the principal route of the trip will
embrace a return by water on a
Panama Pacific steamer, the S.S.
Virginia. Stops made along the
water route which commences at
San Francisco will include a visit to
Balboa, Panama City and a call upon
Canal Zone Elks. The ship will pass
through the Canal during daylight
hours. The cruise through Carib-
bean waters en route to Havana will
offer a pleasant interlude.

On Thursday, July 30, the S.S.
Virginia will arrive at Havana
Cuba. Late that afternoon the ship
will embark for New York, arriving
there Monday, August 3, at 9 A M.

The optional return route via the
Pacific northwest and Glacier Na-
tional Park also begins at San Fran-
cisco. Stops will be made at Port-
land, Ore.; Spokane, Wash.; Belton,
Mont., located on the shores of Lake
MecDonald, and a subsequent arrival
at Many Glacier Hotel for an over-
night stop on Swift Current Lake.
St. Paul, Minn., is the next stop
made by the tour followed by brief
visits and sightseeing tours at Chi-
cago. The train will arrive in New
York on Sunday, July 26.

Full information concerning the
details of this fascinating trip on the
Grand Exalted Ruler’s Special may
be had by application to John G.
Toomey, Chairman of the Grand

Lodge Reunion Committee, Queens
Borough, N. Y. Lodge, No. 878,
B.P.O.E., Queens Boulevard, Elm-
hurst, N. Y.

All-New England
Elks Tour

An All-New England Elks tour
which will send delegates to the
Grand Lodge Convention at Los
Angeles, Calif., next July has been
organized by prominent and active
members of the Order in New Eng-
land. The All-New England Elks
train will leave Boston on Thur_s.day,
July 2, and will arrive at Detroit via
the Canadian Province of Ontario.
Stops will include Jackson, Battle
Creek and Kalamazoo, Michigan, and
a stop will be made for a comprehen-
sive tour of Chicago and a visit to
the Elks National Memorial. That
evening the tour will be resumed.
The first sightseeing stop there-
after will be the Twin Cities of St.

Paul and Minneapolis in Minnesota.

On July 5, the touring Elks will
arrive in Livingston, Mont., in time
for church services, at the conclusion
of which they will vigit Yellowstone
National Park. The Grand Canyon
will be the next stop-off place of the
trip. On July 9, the Elks will arrive
at Portland, Oregon, for breakfast.
A motor and railway trip will con-
tinue through the States of Oregon
and California, winding up in Oak-
land and San Francisco and includ-
ing a comprehensive tour of these
States. Motor coaches will take
passengers through the Yosemite
Valley along the Merced River to
Merced, Calif.,, where a train will
continue to Los Angeles.

On Thursday, July 16, the All-New
England tour will be resumed and a
journey will be made through the
States of California, Arizona and to
the Grand Canyon of Arizona. The

{Continued on page 45)
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Indiana

Alexandria, 15; Anderson, 14; Bed-
ford, 14; Bicknell, 18; Bloomington, 10;
Bluffton, 12; Boonville, 2; Brazil, 4;
Columbia City, 10; Connersville, 10;
Crawfordsville, 16; East Chicago, 14;
Elkhart, 3; Elwood, 23; Evansville, 24;
Fort Wayne, 19; Frankfort, 10; Gar-
rett, 15; Gary, 27; Goshen, 5; Green-
castle, 10; Greensi;urg 13; Hartford
City, 7; Huntington, 7; indianapolls, 6;
Kendallville, 1; Kokomo, 15; La Fay-
ette, 15; Ligonier, 3; Linton, 39; Lo-
gansport, 12; Madison, 4; Marion, 7;
Martirsville, 8; Michigan City, 2; Mt.
Vernon, 3; Muncie, 10; New Castle, 10;
Noblesville, 7; Peru, 7; Portland, 4;
Richmond, 24; Rushville, 6; Shelbyville,
4; South Bend, 12; Sullivan, 17; Terre
Haute, 20; Tipton, 12; Union City, 10;
Valparaiso, 2; Wabash, 7; Warsaw, 11;
Whiting, 3.

ITowa

Atlantie, 4; Burlington, 20; Cedar
Rapids, 89; Centerville, 17; Charles
City, 5; Council Bluffs, 23; Creston, 11;
Decorah, 8; Des Moines, 153; Dubuque,
33; Fort Dodge, 10; Fort Madison, 4;
Iowa City, 13; Keokuk, 12; Le Mars,
30; Marshalltown, 6; Mason City, 9;
Muscatine, 5; Oelwein, 9; Ottumwa, 13;
Perry, 25; Red Oak, 12; Shenandoah,
6; Sioux City, 20; Waterloo, 36; Web-
ster City, 19.

Kansas

Atchison, 5; Chanute, 3; Cherryvale,
3; El1 Dorado, 9; Galena, 14; Great
Bend, 8; Hutchinson, 25; Independ-
ence, 4; Junction City, 10; Manhattan,
9; Osawatomie, 7; Ottawa, 3; Pratt,
49; Salina, 19; Topeka, 19; Wellington,
2; Wichita, 14; Winfield, 4.

Kentucky
Ashland, 17; Bowling Green, 9; Cov-
ington, 12; Cynthiana, 3; Frankfort,
14; Fulton, 6; Henderson, 5; Hopkins-
ville, 11; Louisville, 72; Madisonville,
22; Newport, 22; Paducah, 4; Rich-
mond, 12,

Louisiana
Donaldsonville, 6; Morgan City, 10,

Maine
ta, 6; Biddeford-Saco, 21; Gar-
dirﬁeg,gg ? I?Ioulton, 4; Lewiston, 9; Rock-
land, 3; Rumford, 1; Waterville, 3,

Maryland
Annapolis, 1; Baltimore, 50; Cum-
berland,p 6; "Frederick, 17 ;’ Fro’stburg,
5; Hagerstown, 25; Havre de Grace, 2.

M assachusetts

Attleboro, 4; Chelsea, 1; Clinton, 5;
Concord, 2; Everett, 4; Fitchburg, 8;
Framingham, 15; Gardner, 1; Glouces-
ter, 1; Greenfield, 12; Haverhill, 11;
Holyoke, 9; Hudson, 15; Lawrence, 12;
Leominster, 5; Lowell, 18; Malden, 4;
Medford, 11; Melrose, 5; Middleboro,
2; Milford, 1; New Bedford, 4; New-
buryport, 6; Newton, 5; North Adams,
9; Northampton, 9; North Attleboro,
10; Norwood, 15; Peabody, 7; Pitts-
field, 11; Quincy, 5; Revere, 3; Salem,
3; Somerville, 54; Springfield, 58;
Taunton, 4; Wakefield, 9; Waltham, 1;
Webster, 8; Winchester, 4; Worces-
ter, 5.

Michigan

Alma, 6; Alpena, 11; Ann Arbor, 18;
Battle Creek, 27; Bay City, 28; Benton
Harbor, 14; Coldwater, 23; Detroit, 68;
Dowagiac, 7; Flint, 14; Grand Haven,
5; Hancock, 8; Holland, 5; Ionia, 20;
Iron Mountain, 6; Ishpeming, 19; Jack-
son, 32; Kalamazoo, 39; Lansing, 30;

Ludington, 20; Manistee, 23; Manis-
tique, 5; Marquette, 22; Monroe, 12;
Mt. Pleasant, 13; Muskegon, 26; Ne-
gaunee, 2; Niles, 3; Owosso, 10; Royal
Oak, 3; Saginaw, 30; St. Joseph, 15;
Sault Ste. Marie, 5; Sturgis, 3; Three
Rivers, 20; Traverse City, 7.

Minnesota
Brainerd, 14; Duluth, 28; Faribault,
23; Fergus Falls, 46; Mankato, 6; Red
Wing, '5; Rochester, 8; St. Cloud, 6;
St. Paul, 10; Stillwater, 2; Virginia,
17 ;ﬂWillmar,_\S; Winona, 17.

Mississippi
Columbus, 3; Corinth, 2.
Missouri
Carrollton, 2; Clinton, 1; Columbia,
5; Hannibal, 19; Joplin, 18; Lexington,
4; Maryville, 1; Rich Hill, 2; St.
ggseph, 47; St. Louis, 24; Washington,

Canton, 4;

Montana
Anaconda, 6; Billings, 17; Bozeman,
3; Butte, 11; Dillon, 4; Glendive, 10;
Great Falls, 108; Havre, 27; Helena,

12; Kalispell, 18; Lewistown, 6;
Livingston, 25; Miles City, 50.
Nebraska

Alliance, 8; Fairbury, 9; Fremont,
14; Grand Island, 8; Hastings, 20;
Kearney, 5; Lincoln, 26; McCook, 1;
Nebraska City, 1; North Platte, 10;
Omaha, 175; Scottsbluff, 24; York, 4.

Nevada
Elko, 30; Ely, 8; Goldfield, 4; Las
Vegas, 13; Reno, 180; Tonopah, 6.

New Hampshire
Berlin, 7; Claremont, 3; Dover, 12;
eene, 4; Laconia, 9; Manchester, 8;
Portsmouth, 3; Rochester, 1.

New Jersey

Asbury Park, 4; Atlantic City, 9;
Bayonne, 20; ﬁergenﬁeld, 2; Bloom-
field, 2; Boonton, 2; Bound Brook, 1;
Bridgeton, 6; Burlington, 8; Camden,
85; Cliffside Park, 7; East Orange, 15;
Elizabeth, 50; Freehold, 5; Hacken-
sack, 27; Hillside, 4; Hoboken, 12;
Irvington, 28; Jersey City, 16; Kearny,
8; Lakewood, 10; Long Branch, 10;
Lyndhurst, 7; Madison, 5; Millville, 5;
Montclair, 5; Morristown, 1; Mt. Holly,
4; New Brunswick, 82; Newton, 18;
Nutley, 11; Passaic, 1; Paterson, 78;
Penns Grove, 3; Perth Amboy, 7; Phil-
lipsburg, 11; Plainfield, 1; Red Bank,
3; Ridgefield Park, 8; Ridgewood, 4;
Rutherford, 6; .Somerville, 5; South
Orange, 7; Summit, 1; Trenton, 1;
Union, 4; Union City, 14; Washington,
2; Weehawken, 4; Westwood, 1.

New Mexico
Albuquerque, 12; Carlsbad, 2; Las
Vegas, 14; Raton, 3; Roswell, 8; Santa
Fe, 16; Silver City, 22.

New York

Albany, 36; Albion, 15; Amsterdam,
26; Auburn, 20; Batavia, 2; Bath, 9;
Binghamton, 6; Bronx, 24; Brooklyn,
145; Buffalo, 22; Catskill, 6; Corning,
30; Cortland, 6; Dunkirk, 1; Elmira,
20; Freeport, 14; Fulton, 14; Geneva,
10; Glen Cove, 15; Glens Falls, 10;
Great Neck, 4; Hempstead, 13; Herki-
mer, 3; Hornell, 8; Hudson, 15; Hunt-
ington, 3; Ilion, 29; Ithaca, 10; Kings-
ton, 9; Lancaster, 3; Little Falls, 8;
Lockport, 15; Lynbrook, 6; Lyons, 4;
Malone, 17; Mamaroneck, 3; Medina,
7; Mt. Kisco, 6; Mt. Vernon, 25; New-
ark, 16; Newburgh, 7; New Rochelle,
26; New York, 46; Niagara Falls, 15;
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North Tonawanda, 1; Norwich, 5;

-Ogdensburg, 15; Olean, 21; Oneida, 19;

Oneonta, 20; Ossining, 8; Owego, 4;
Patchogue, 7; Peekskill, 10; Plattsburg,
18; Port Jervis, 11; Poughkeepsie, 125;
Queens Borough, 173; Rochester, 56;
Rome, 25; Salamanca, 5; Saranac
Lake, 23; Saratoga, 35; Schenectady,
5; Seneca Falls, 2; Southampton, 8;
Staten Island (Stapleton), 8; Syracuse,

-2; Ticonderoga, 3; Troy, 22 Utica, 28;
- Watertown, 8; Watkins Glen, 8; Wells-

ville, 19; Whitehall,
13; Yonkers, 6.

‘ North Carolina

Asheville, 21; Durham, 11; Greens-
boro, 17; High Point, 3; New Berne,
3; Wilmington, 16.

North Dakota

. Bismarck, 15; Devils Lake, 10; Dick-
inson, 11; Grand Forks, 16; James-
town, 37; Mandan, 4; Minot, 2; Valley
City, 10; Williston, 10.

Obhio
Akron, 66; Ashland, 6; Ashtabula,
9; Athens, 3; Barberton, 9; Bellevue,

9; White Plains,

-12; Bowling Green, 3; Bucyrus, 10;

Cambridge, 9; Chillicothe, 8; Circle-
ville, 4; Cleveland, 16; Columbus, 20;
Conneaut,_ 3; Defiance, 10; Delaware,
5; East Liverpool, 3; Elyria, 46; Find-
lay, 4; Fremont, 5; Galion, 58; Galli-
olis, 20; Greenfield, 4; Greenville, 2;
amilton, 7; Hillsboro, 6; Ironton, 23;
Kent, 3; Lakewood, 9; Lebanon, 3;
Logan, 8; Mansfield, 48; Marietta, 9;
Marion, 10; Martins Ferry, 11 s Marys-
ville, 4; Middletown, 7 Napoleon, 2;
Nelsonville, 44; New exington, 12;
Norwalk, 16; Piqua, 12; Portsmouth,
5; Raven_na, 14; Salem, 5; Sidney, 3 ;
Steubenville, 9; Toledo, 43; Uhrichs-
ville, 3; Upper Sandusky, 12; Wapa-
koneta, 7; Warren, 4; ‘Washington
C.H., 22; Wellsville, 9; Wooster, 4;
Xenia, 20; Youngstown, 18; Zanes-
ville, 6,

Oklahoma
Altus, 3; Alva, 15; Duncan, 7: El
Reno, 10; Enid, 15; Hoba{'t, ,10;
McAlester, 1; Muskogee, 2; Nowata, 2;
Oklahoma City, 11; Okmulgee, 3;
Sapulpa, 18; Shawnee, 12; Tulsa, 11;
Woodward, 1.

Oregon
Albany, 23; Ashland, 15; Astoria, 3;

Baker, 18; Bend, 20; Corvallis, 9;
Eugene, 67; Grants Pass, 6; Heppner,

- 20; Hood River, 10; Klamath Falls, 25;

La Grande, 15; Lakeview, 27; Marsh-
field, 25; McMinnville, 30; Medford, 15;
Oregon City, 2; Portland, 25; Rose-
burg, 5; Salem, 17; The Dalles, 11
Tillamook, 6.

Pennsylvania

Allegheny, 18; Allentown 111; Al-
toona, 16; Ambridge, 16; Apollo, 11;
Ashland, 12; Bangor, 10; Beaver Falls,
8; Bellefonte, 7; Bethlehem, 6; Blairs-
ville, 2; Bloomsburg, 6; Braddock, 12;
Bradford, 8; Bristol, 10; Butler, 8;
Carlisle, 2; Carnegie, 1; Chambers-
burg, 41; Charleroi, 19; Chester, 4;
Clearfield, 4; Coatesville, 8; Columbia,
6; Corry, 7; Danville, 7 ; Donora, 2;
Duquesne, 4; Easton, 26; East Strouds.
burg, 10; Ellwood City, 28; Etna, 7;
Franklin, 22; Freeland, 3; Gettysburg,
75 Greeni)urg', 41; Greenville, 14; Grove
City, 1; Hanover, 14; Harrisburg, 65;
Homestead, 5; Huntingdon, 6; Indiana,
120; Jeannette, 27; ..%ersey Shore, 8;
Johns‘onbur.g, 11; Johnstown, 26; Kane,
1; Kittanning, b; Knoxville, 2; Lan-
caster, 21; Lansford, 138; Latrobe, 3;
Lebanon, 12; Leechburg, 5; Lehighton.,
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5; Lewistown, 62; Lock Haven, 18;
Mahanoy City, 6; McKeesport, 54;
Meadville, 3; Middletown, 7; Milton,
6; Monessen, 10; New Castle, 16; New
Kensington, 45; Norristown, 18; Oil
City, 3; Philadelphia, 32; Philipsburg,
10; Pittsburgh, 38; Pittston, 11; Potts-
town, 25; Reading, 60; Red Lion, 8;
Renovo, 6; Reynoldsville, 16; Roches-
ter, 5; St. Marys, 17; Sayre, 18; Scott-
dale, 2; Sharon, 10; Shenandoah, 8;
Sheraden, 4; State College, 10; Sun-
bury, 15; Tamaqua, 4; Tarentum, 12;
Tyrone, 18; Washington, 14; Waynes-
burg, 5; West Chester, 5; Wilkinsburg,
22; Williamsport, 11; Woodlawn, 16;
York, 26.
Rhode Island

Newport, 7; Pawtucket, 4; Provi-
dence, 118; Westerly, 2; Woonsocket, 6.

South Carolina
Anderson, 8; Charleston, 23; Colum-
bia, 23; Florence, 42; Greenville, 50;
Rock Hill, 16; Sumter, 16.

South Dakota
Aberdeen, 20; Deadwood, 2; Huron,
24; Mitchell, 24; Sioux Falls, 39; Wa-
tertown, 24; Yankton, 3.

Tennessee
Bristol, 28; Chattanooga, 13; Colum-

are well looked after. All this ex-
pense must come out of his winnings.
In some years Shelton has paid out
$2,500 in entrance fees. As high as
$100 an event must be paid by the
contestant taking part in a first class
rodeo, as a gesture of good faith.

Unlike Crosby, Shelton goes in for
expensive clothes, and his wardrobe
of fancy shirts, vests, “chaps” and
sombreros is the envy of most of his
companions. Dick owns a ranch near
the Mexican border and between
rodeo seasons keeps in form by hunt-
ing in Texas or Old Mexico. His
wife, Rene, is the daughter of “Cali-
fornia” Frank Hafley, an old-time
wild west show impresario. The
Sheltons have a son, 12 years old,
who has already demonstrated that
he has much of his parents’ fearless-
ness and skill in the saddle. Mrs.
Shelton is a trick and fancy rider
and would be riding outlaw bronecs
as well, but her husband vetoed that
at the outset of their romance.

Mike Hastings is the veteran
among steer wrestlers today. Mike
got his first inkling of this rough
sport from Bill Pickett himself
twenty-five years ago. Since then he
has_ thrown hundreds of steers,
welgh}ng 1,200 pounds each, without
recelving a serious injury. Mike
doesn’t account a broken arm or frac-
tured rib as ‘“serious.”

Everett Bowman and Hugh Ben-
nett are two “top hands” who have
come up since Shelton started his
career. Bowman is from Fort
Thomas, Arizona, where he owns a
general store and filling station, paid
for out of rodeo winnings. Hugh

bia, 14; Jackson, 7; Johnson City, 4;
Knoxville, 15; Memphis, 18; Nashville,
8; Trenton, 2.

Texas

Amarillo, 45; Austin, 1; Brecken-
ridge, 5; Brenham, 19; Cisco, 16; Cle-
burne, 1; Dallas, 21; Denison, 25; El
Paso, 20; Fort Worth, 24; Galveston,
10; Houston, 65; Marshall, 1; Mer-
cedes, 2; Mexia, 8; Plainview, 4; Port
Arthur, 3; Ranger, 1; Seguin, 1; Sweet-
water, 2; Temple, 3

Utah
Cedar City, 9; Eureka, 13; Ogden,
9; Price, 15.

Vermont
Barre, 3; Bennington, 14; Brattle-
boro, 4; Burlington, 11; St. Albans, 2;
St. johnsbury, 3; Springfield, 8.
Virginia
Clifton Forge, 10; Danville, 2; Fred-
ericksburg, 16; Hampton, 11; Newport
News, 12; Norfolk, 15; Petersburg, 2;
Portsmouth, 7; Roanoke, 30; Suffolk,
16; Winchester, 13.

W ashington
Aberdeen, 55; Anacortes, 10; Bal-
lard, 14; Bellingham, 15; hremerton,
13; Centralia, 21; Chehalis, 15; Ellens-

Rodeo

(Continued from page 17)

Bennett is a Texas cowboy—a college
athlete. In spite of his 200 pounds
he is fleet as a deer and has won
many match foot races, Bennett and
Bowman are equally good at calf
roping or bulldogging, and are up
among the big financial winners. So
is John Bowman—not related to

" Everett—a strapping cowboy from

Trent, Texas, who wrestles steers
and ropes calves.

The bronc riders seldom do any-
thing else. Theirs is the most dan-
gerous of all the rodeo feats. Some
of them don’t last long under the
pounding they take—a few have gone
on for years. Bob Askin is the
veteran among the prize-winners to-
day. Bob is from Ismay, Montana,
the home of another great rider,
Paddy Ryan. Earl Thode, of Belve-
dere, S. D., is among the few bronc
riders who are equally good at bull-
dogging and calf roping. So is
Howard Tegland, of Jackson Hole,
Wyoming. The “cowboy’s cowboy,”
when it comes to bronc riding, is
Pete Knight, a young Canadian
ranchman. Pete won his spurs at
the Calgary Stampede and has taken
down more firsts in Canada and the
United States than any other rider
in late years. Pete is about medium
height and gives little indication of
his great strength. He is admitted
to rank with Thad Sowder, Harry
Brennan, Sam Scoville, and other
great riders of the past, when it
comes to skill, grace and daring in
the saddle.

Another great rider who has drawn
down many first prizes at western
and eastern rodeos, is Floyd Still-

The Elks Magazine

burg, 3; Hoquiam, 9; Kelso, 29; Long-
view, 19; Olympia, 17; Port Angeles,
15; Port Townsend, 4; Puyallup, 5;
Raymond, 10; Seattle, 20; Spokane, 39;
Tacoma, 55; Vancouver, 25; Walla
Walla, 25; Wenatchee, 120; Yakima, 25.

West Virginia
Bluefield, 13; Charleston, 92; Clarks-
burg, 7; Fairmont, 15; Grafton, 15;
Hinton, 5; Huntington, 57; Manning-
ton, 57; Martinsburg, 1; Parkersburg,
15; Princeton, 5; Wellsburg, 4; Wheel-
ing, 15; Williamson, 7.

Wisconsin

Antigo, 26; Appleton, 33; Ashland,
4; Baraboo, 6; Beloit, 5; Chippewa
Falls, 12; Eau Claire, 10; Fond du Lac,
31; Hudson, 16; Janesville, 8; Kau-
kauna, 9; Kenosha, 7; La Crosse, 10;
Madison, 50; Manitowoc, 9; Three
Rivers, 20; Marshfield, 45; Merrill, 15;
Milwaukee, 57; Oconto, 16; Oshkosh,
30; Platteville, 14; Portage, 15; Ra-
cine, 8; Rhinelander, 2; Rice Lake, 6;
Stevens Point, 18; Superior, 115; Two
Rivers, 1; Watertown, 7; Waukesha,
35; Wausau, 14; Wisconsin Rapids, 32.

Wyoming
Casper, 26; Cheyenne, 41; Greybull,
5; Rawlins, 15; Rock Springs, 13;
Sheridan, 44.

ings, of Marshfield, Oregon, a slim,
blond young cowboy who has an un-
canny knack of maintaining his bal-
ance on the worst outlaw horses.
Other men of the first class are
Harry Knight, a young Californian;
Frank Greenough, of Red Lodge,
Montana; Breezy Cox, Pine Tip, Ari-
zona; Leo Murray, Fort Worth,
Texas; Walter Jeacock, Quemado, N.
M.; Herman Linden, Cordston,
Calif.; and Irby Mundy, Ultersville,
Colo.

Calf roping, one of the major
events of the rodeo, was a favorite
amusement of the late Will Rogers.

If you were a guest at the ranch
of the humorist in California and
were a fair “hand” at staying on a
cow pony’s back and could throw
a rope with a reasonable degree of
accuracy, the chances were that you
would soon find yourself in overalls
or leather “chaps” competing against
your host. Several frisky calves, of
the type known as Brahma, were al-
ways kept on the Rogers ranch. Calf
roping vied with polo when it came
to keeping Will Rogers in the physi-
cally fit condition in whjch he was
always found. That and trick roping
would keep him interested for hours
—both of them reminiscent of the
rodeo life which he had loved pro-
fessionally in early days and which
never lost its charm for him.

So many cowgirls have been killed
riding broncs that there is g grow-
ing disposition to take thig feature
out of rodeo contests. Women have
been favored in some ways, such as
allowing them to ride with “hobbled”’
stirrups—that is, the stirrups fas-
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tened down with a rope extending
from one to the other, underneath
the horse. But this is a handicap
when a horse falls, though it may
keep the rider from being pitched
off when the horse keeps its feet.
Probably a score still compete in
rodeos. Outstanding among these
daring women of the rodeo is Flor-
ence Randolph, of Ardmore, Okla.
She is the wife of Floyd Randolph,
also a rodeo contestant and now an
Oklahoma sheriff. Florence asks no
odds when it comes to drawing an
outlaw bronc for a ride. She has
been seriously injured many times,
but always “comes back,” as fearless
and skillful as ever. A vivacious
brunette, she is popular socially in
her home city and has made many
talks on her rodeo experiences to
women's and men’s clubs and on the
radio. She has even successfully
conducted a rodeo of her own.

The rodeo cowgirls are for the
most just ranch girls who have
shown exceptional skill and nerve in
riding unbroken broncos. A whirl-
wind among them is Tad Lucas, of
Fort Worth, Texas, who has been
winning all kinds of championship
trophies and cash prizes for years.
Tad is slight of build, weighing only
about 100 pounds, but she has ridden
the wildest bucking horses, besides
excelling as a relay race rider. Last
season she shattered her elbow when
thrown from a bucking horse at a
rodeo in Chicago, and may have to
retire permanently from the arena
in which she has won fame and for-
tune.

Other fearless riders are Grace
Runyon, of Cheyenne, Wyo.; Vaughn
Kreig, Holly, Colo.; Bea Kirnan, Fort
Worth, Texas; Mabel Strickland,
Cheyenne, and Fox Hastings, of Fort
Worth.

GAMENESS is one of the chief
requisites of a rodeo contestant.
Bronc riders and bulldoggers and
steer riders frequently are badly hurt,
but it’s something else again to get
them to admit it. Dr. H. O. Clauss,
official physician at Madison Square
Garden, who looks after injured prize
fighters, six-day bicycle riders,
hockey players and other athletes
who are candidates for first aid, says
rodeo contestants are his biggest
trouble. They simply refuse to be-
lieve that they are injured.

I heard the doctor giving some
well-meant advice about Fox Hast-
ings, cowgirl, who was in a stretcher
on her way to the hospital after an
accident. A Dbucking horse had
turned a complete somersault with
Fox. She had been unable to disen-
gage her feet from the hobbled stir-
rups and came up in the saddle,
completely “out.” .

“This girl has brain concussion,”
said the doctor. “See that they keep
her in the hospital several days for
observation. If they don’t, she’s
liable to drop dead any minute.”

Fox refused to remain in the hos-
pital. That night I saw her sitting

with the other cowgirls in the arena,
and next day she made another ride.

During most of a recent rodeo sea-
son, Marie Gibson rode with a broken
jaw, which she had received when a
brone fell with her. With a bandage
under her jaw and tied tightly over
the top of her head, Marie rode

‘through one rodeo after another,

winding up in New York where she
took first money. She was riding
for something more than glory.
Marie, who had been brought to Mon-
tana from Belgium when she was a
child, had been riding broncs on the
“rodeo circuit” for years. Shehad a
ranch to run and children to educate.
That was why she stayed out there
in the rodeo arena with a broken
jaw, riding as if her life depended on
it. Just last year, with her ranch
paid for and her childrcn educated,
Marie Gibson was killed while brone
riding at Boise. A stumbling bronco
fell and rolled on her, erushing her
to death.

COLLECTING bucking horses is a
matter of eternal vigilanceand no little
expense, to say nothing of ten disap-
pointments to one real reward. Nota-
ble among the “strings” of buckers
gathered for rodeo purposes are those
of Colonel W. T. Johnson, of San
Antonio, Texas, McCarty and Elliott
of Cheyenne, Wyoming, and the com-
munity-owned broncs of the Pendle-
ton, Oregon, Roundup Association.

Colonel Johnson keeps about 150
bucking horses on his Bird’s Nest
Ranch in Texas. The Colonel got in-
to rodeo production through a costly
mistake. As a successful stock
raiser, he was induced to put on the
American Legion rodeo in San An-
tonio in 1928. When the rodeo was
over, Colonel Johnson was $43,000 in
the red. This stirred his Texas ire,
and he vowed he would go into the
game in a big way and make a mil-
lion out of it before he quit. Now he
puts on the rodeos that wind up the
season in New York and Boston. He
has won back his $43,000 and more,
and, besides a priceless Texas drawl,
he has a lot of bucking horses that
are the chief public enemies of the
equine outlaw world.

LOTS of people think bucking
horses are trained,” said the Colonel.
“They aren’t. Bucking just comes
natural to them. The best buckers
are big ranch horses that have gone
sour on the world. I have a scout
up in Canada now looking over some
prospects that I’'ve heard of. A
ranchman has a horse that he can’t
break to harness or saddle. He sends
the horse to a local rodeo. If the
horse makes good, he is sent to more
rodeos and we hear of him.
“Usually the horse is described as
something breathing fire and brim-
stone and throwing cowboys so far
that they have to take an automobile
to get back. We check up the horse’s
record as against the cowboys who
have tried to ride him. If he has
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thrown good riders, we buy him.
Even then it’s taking a chance.”

The Colonel’s expression grew sad
as he continued.

‘“Last year, for instance, I heard
of a bad horse in North Dakota. He
was named Swede. No matter what
his name might have been, I wanted
him. He performed like a world-
beater. The ranchman who owned
him said I had to buy nine other
horses to get this bucker. I kicked
and said the bucking horse was all I
wanted. The ranchman said ten or
none. So I said all right and gave
him a check for $800 for the ten
horses. Then I said: “I’m making
you a present of these nine other
horses—all I want is this Swede
horse.” It was the ranchman’s turn
to kick, but I explained that the nine
horses would be no good to me, just
eating their heads off. So he took
the nine horses back 'and I went
away with $800 worth of Swede
horse.

“Well, that horse started in great.
That season he bucked off some of
the best riders in the country. They
couldn’t savvy his style at all. Then
what happened? This Swede horse
got to thinking things over and de-
cided to change his style. He quit
the straight bucking he had been
doing and became a spinner—just
spun round and round like a fool
top. Riders can stay on a spinner.
Now I don’t know what to do about
this Swede horse. We've got to
make him get back to his old style
of bucking or he isn't worth a
nickel.”

COLONEL Johnson’s horses repre-
sent the cream of at least 500 buckers
he has bought in the last few years.
He has a man checking the perform-
ance of each of his bucking horses at
every rodeo. If a horse goes below
sixty percent in the number of riders
thrown, he is removed from the
“string.” Then every year there is
a loss from rattlesnake bites. Last
year the Colonel lost ten horses that
way; this year it was only four up
to August. Some horses wilt under
a long railroad ride; others will buck
as well at the end of a 2,000 mile
journey as on the home pasture.
The most consistent bucker in Colonel
Johnson’s “string” is old Fiddle
Face. He has been bucking for years,
and has spilled every well-known
rider. If any cowboy stole a ride on
him it was because Fiddle Face was
just feeling fifty-fifty.

Of late years the best record has
been made by Midnight, a black
horse owned by Ed McCarty and
Verne Elliott, who furnish the buck-
ing stock for the Cheyenne, Fort
Worth and other big rodeos. Mid-
night “turns on” right at the chute
gate, heels high in the air and the
rider going over his head.

Whether the modern riders aver-
age as well as those of the days of
big herds and more cowboys is a
question that would keep a debating
society in material for many a long
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evening. The rules have changed a
lot, which makes comparison difficult.
The old-timers rode their broncs to
a finish; today a ride is ten seconds
in duration. But the bronecs used to
be saddled in the open, which took
a good deal of “steam” out of them.
Today they stand quietly in a sad-
dling chute. They are fresh at the
start, and anyone who stays ten
seconds in the saddle and rides ac-
cording to the rules, keeping his feet
moving along the horse’s sides, earns
-whatever prize money he is able to
draw down. '

The rodeo had its genesis among
the friendly—and sometimes not too
friendly — contests between “top
hands” of various cow outfits at
roundup time. The boys of the
Hash-knife and other big outfits used
to settle their disputes by hold-
ing a rodeo—which is Spanish for
“roundup”—in the main street of
Pecos <City, Texas. Phoenix, El
Paso, and other big towns in the
sg(l)athwest, held contests back in the
’ ’s.

The first big rodeo was held at
Cheyenne in 1900. A railroad agent

got the idea of bringing in the best
cowboys in the west to compete for
prizes. It was a big success, and
Cheyenne hasn’t missed a year since.

Other western cities took up the idea .

—then it spread to the east.

The hard life of rodeo judges is
enough to prove how much “on the
level” these contests are. I have
seen a judge badly beaten by a con-
testant who did not agree with his
ideas of judging. When the cow-
girls get after the judges, the
arbiters usually hunt cover. I came
on two big fellows hiding out in a
small room at rodeo headquarters
one night, avoiding an angry cow-
girl who was not satisfied with the
rating they gave her. The only
judge I ever heard of who got the
better of a cowgirl in such a case
was in a western city where a rodeo
had just been concluded. The cow-
girl had been given third place in
the bronec riding, and thought she
should have had first. She wound up
the tirade by declaring that she
would have the judge run out of
town.

“No,” she corrected herself, “I'll
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do better than that—I’ll have you
killed. I can get the job done for
two hundred dollars.”

“Two hundred dollars for killing
me?” echoed the judge. I sure hate
to see you throw away your dough
like that. Why, I can get the job
done for you for half the money!”

A contestant may cover thirty or
forty rodeos in a season, which
means a lot of physical battering
around—more than anybody but a
cowboy could stand. Many travel
from one rodeo to another in auto-
mobiles, with their ponies carried
along in trailers. The unsuccessful
one can usually wangle a ride and a
“stake” from the winners.

ALT‘OGETHER it is a life part
gypsy, part circus, and like nothing
else in the world.

“I s’pose,” said one of the rodeo
“hands,” pushing back his big hat
and gazing contemplatively at the
crowd gathering for a western rodeo,
“it'll go on as long as there are
horses to be rode and cowboys to be
throwed.”

The Grand Exalted Ruler’s Visits

On_Thursday, January 9, the
Grand Exalted Ruler paid an official
visit to Bronx, N. Y., Lodge, No. 871,
where he first became an Elk. With
him was one of the largest escorts
that has accompanied him on any of
his visitations. The membership of
Bronx Lodge turned out in full force
and the entertainment and dinner
held in his honor, as well as the
Lodge meeting, were enjoyed to the
utmost by hundreds of Elks. Strict
attention was paid to the expansive
address delivered by Judge Hallinan
in his usual forceful and interesting
style, and enjoyment and approval
of his speech was demonstrated by
prolonged and _hearty applause.
P.E.R. Seymour Mork was assisted
in the presentation of the Grand
Exalted Ruler’s gift by the Bronx
Lodge Drill Team under the direc-
tion of Captain C. William Byrne.

Among the prominent Elks of New
York State who were present were
P.E.R.’s F. William Wolters, a mem-
ber of the Grand Lodge Auditing
Committee, George A. Burden and
Frank J. Rauch; Secy. James D.
Moran and Est. Lead. Knight John
G. Toomey, all of Queens Borough
Lc_)dge; D.D.’s John P. Doyle, Mount
Klsco,.Robert S. Kelly, Newburgh,
and Michae] A. Petroccia, Glen Cove;
Herbert R. Ninesling, Great Neck,
and E. Lee Heidenreich, Jr., New-
burgh, Vice-Pres.s of the N. Y.
State Elks Assn.; Fred Rasch, Glen
Cove, Past State Vice-Pres.; P.D.D.s
James H. Moran, New Rochelle,
Clarence J. Seaton, Haverstraw,
Harry Kohl, Newburgh, and Thomas
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F. Cuite, Brooklyn; E.R.’s Roland A.
Crowe, Glen Cove, Irwin R. Browner,
Great Neck, George I. Hall, Lyn-
brook, Peter J. Mayers, New Ro-
chelle, and George M. Martin, Mount
Vernon; P.E.R’s John J. Martin,
Frederick E. Goldsmith and Samuel
McKee of New York Lodge, No. 1,
and Edward R. Dowd, White Plains;
Secy. Robert B. Finley, Lynbrook;
Est. Lead. Knight A. J. Delisio, Est.
Lect. Knight George J. Reigler and
Inner Guard Jeff Marcus of Brooklyn
Lodge, and City Magistrate Ear] H.
Smith, New York Lodge, No. 1.
Inner Guard Fred Bird was present
from Hackensack, N. J., Lodge.

The Past Exalted Rulers of Bronx
Lodge acted as a Committee under
the Chairmanship of P.D.D. Arthur
B. Kelly, efficiently carrying out all
arrangements for the event. The
P.E.R.s of Bronx Lodge who at-
tended were William H. Meyer, Ber-
tram L. Kraus, P. Joseph Conroy,
Seymour Mork, David E. Livingston,
Charles T. Rudershausen, Daniel E.
Kiernan, Albert G. Schildwachter, a
Past State Vice-Pres., and Mr. Kelly.
Entertainment was provided by
Stephen Connolly, Est. Loy. Knight
Fred Vettel, Edward Gillice, Jerry
Kahn, Timothy Connolly, James
Miller, William Blauvelt, and Mr.
Kelly. Royal C. Breslin was at the
piano.

The official visit of the Grand Ex-
alted Ruler to Hempstead, N. Y.,
Lodge, No. 1485, on January 10 was
inscribed in the Lodge records as
one of the outstanding events in the
11 years of the Lodge’s existence.

Five hundrpd members, including
numerous dignitaries of the Order,
prominent jurists and public officials,
were present to greet Judge Halli-
nan. Before the formalities in the
Lodge room, a dinner and a reception
were held in the main dining room.
Seated at the head table with the
Grand Exalted Ruler were Judge J.
Dwight Rogers, E.R. of Hempstead
Lodge; P.D.D. Gustav H. Papen-
meyer, a Trustee of the N. Y. State
Elks Assn'. ; State Vice-Pres. Herbert
R. Ninesling, Great Neck; Supreme
Court Justices Thomas J. Cuff and
Frank G. Hooley; Mayor George M.
Estabrook; Supervisors J. Russell
Sprague_and A. Holly Patterson;
D.D. Michael A. Petroccia, Glen
Cove, and P.D.D. Justice Peter
Stephen Beck, Freeport.

JUDGE HALLINAN’S visit was of
special significance not only because
of his personal popularity and the
rarity of visits by a Grand Exalted
Ruler to the Lodge, but because he
conducted the institution of Hemp-
stead Lodge. As he entered the
Lodge room, he was escorted by Mr.
Papenmeyer who was the Lodge’s
ﬁrsj: Exalted Ruler. Judge Rogers
delivered a brief address of welcome, °
after which Judge Hallinan spoke.
He was presented during the eve-
ning with a bronze statue by Mr.
Papenmeyer on behalf of the Lodge.
.Gran.d Exalted Ruler Hallinan ar-
rived in Detroit, Mich., on Satur-
day, January 11, at noon. Detroit,
Lodge, No. 34, held an afternoon
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black fiddle began to sing. “Come
back to Erin—" it sang, low inef-
fably sweet. .

Marty froze. Straight as a ram-
rod, head back, eyes half closed, he
listened. Part of him seemed to
drift away, back into the past.
Cherished visions came. A humble,
sod-roofed cottage in Kilkenny. A
beautiful, dark-haired Irish mother
singing by a peat fire in the gloam-
ing, singing to a child at her knee.
The child was himself. Tears
blurred the visions, coursed down
Marty’s seamed cheeks. He scrubbed
them away with a shirt sleeve, un-
ashamed.

For an hour the old fiddle sang,
sliding without pause from song to
song, while Marty alternately
marched and danced and wept in
mood with the music. And then the
boy suddenly stopped playing.

Marty sank weakly into a chair.
Somehow he felt very old and very
tired. He felt very happy, too. He
couldn’t remember when he had felt

so happy. He had to try twice to
speak.

“Lad, lad, be yez saint, or be yez
divil?”

“Just the Catgut Kid,” smiled the
boy. “Fiddle strings—catgut, see?”

“An’ how Oi see!” said Marty,
humbly. “But who give yez th’
name?”

“Oh,” said the boy, “some funny
people,” and he replaced the violin
on top of the cupboard.

“Wait!” cried Marty. “Play more!
More!”

The smile of the Catgut Kid was
infinitely wise. “Not now, Marty,”
he said. “Maybe this evening—if
we cut a good lot of wood.”

MID-SEPTEMBER and another
canoe came up the lake to land at
the logging camps. Old Marty,
busily at work, heard the grate of
its prow on the beach gravel and
turned to see Ed York, the woods
superintendent, stepping ashore. He
ﬁgrried down to the landing to greet
im.

“Lord,” boomed York, shaking
hands and shoving a cigar at the
old man, “it’s good to see you look-
ing so rugged, Marty! We were wor-
ried about you at the office. You
haven’t been outside since June.
How come you missed your Fourth-
of-July blow-out ?”’

“Oi couldn’t seem ter get away,”
Marty told him with a sheepish grin.
“Been humpin’ mesilf all summer.”

York’s glance ran swiftly over the
camps up the bank and he grunted
with surprise.

The camp storehouse had been re-
roofed with new “splits.” The

" broken door of the blacksmith shop

had been mended. There .were two
new ventilators on the horse hovel
which stood across the little brook
from the other buildings and the
foot-log across the stream had been
replaced by a rustic bridge which
would have done credit to a city
park. Too, on the hardwood ridge
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beyond the clearing there were sev-
eral ricks of newly-cut cordwood.
“Great. Scott, Marty, you've been

.throwing yourself, haven’t yvou?”

“I’ve been driv’” declared Marty.

“Driv’ like a slave!”

“Driven?” York was puzzled. “The
company didn’t order you to do all
this, Marty.”

“Not th’ Ed. Me
swamper.”

“Your swamper ?”

company,

M ARTY bobbed his head. “Yup, Oi
hired me a swamper ’long las’ June.
An industrious little cuss he is.”

York scowled. “Who gave you
permission to hire anyone?”

“B’gorra,” said Marty, standing
very straight and looking the super-
intendent squarely in the eye, “whin
Oi pay outa me own pocket, it’s no
permission Oi'm askin’. Th’ lad’s
earned his fifty cints a day if iver
a bhoy did, an’ if th’ company’s_so0
close-barked they can’t give him his
keep, Oi’'ll pay for that, too!”

Ed York sat down on a boulder
and motioned Marty to do likewise.
“Start at the beginning,” he ordered.

“Right! This lad—fifteen he is
an’ a little feller—paddled in here
from somewhere las’ June. His out-
fit was a fishline, two hooks an’ an
ould shinglin’ hatchet. His grub
was down to a heel av bread. No
tent, nary a blanket an’ domned few
matches. A city kid wid no idea av
wot he was up agin’ in the’ big
woods.”

“City boy?” York’s eyes had
sharpened with interest. A

“Thot’s right. Some big town, Oi
disremember which. Maw an’ daddy
killed in an auto accident five years
ago. Shyster lawyer stole th’ family
money an’ shoved th’ lad into an
orphanage. Th’ bhoy’s got too much
spirit to stay in a place like thot so
he takes his fiddle, th’ only thing he
had left, an’ runned away.”

“A fiddler?”

“Fiddler—hell! He’s a violinist,
E_d York! Wid a fiddle thot bhoy
kin make yez hate an’ love, laugh an’
weep, all in th’ same breath! Thot's
why Brocanini grabbed th’ lad fer
his show.”

“Who’s Brocanini, Marty ?”

“Some foreign critter—a fakir
who runs a concession in a travellin’
motor carnival. For goin’ on five
year now, Brocanini has made a slave
av th’ lad, dr-raggin’ him from one
ind av th’ country to ’tother, mak-
in” him play, half starvin’ him,
watchin’ him like a bobcat watches
a rabbit run to see he didn’t get
away. It was th’ carnival people
who give the lad his funny name—
Catgut Kid. :

“Th’ boy hated Brocanini. He
hated the carnival. He knowed he
could earn money wid his violin if
he could be on his own. So he runned
away—three times. Every time
Brocanini hunted him down an’
dr-ragged him back to th’ carnival.

“Thin, lag’ June, th’ carnival came
to Sawville. Somehow th’ lad got
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“It’s a bet!” says The Malbrouk,
“and if you win—but how ridiculous
—nha, ha, ha—the idea of The Pouter
beating Lord Jim is just oo funnsf!”

As Gypsy moves away I feel lll;e
tippin’ my hat to her. If any gal in
this world ever made a pure and
simple loyalty bet Gypsy Mareno is
that gal.

We’re all movin’ down to the rail
as the hosses come out for the Derby,
when along comes Mickey. He’s
lookin’ for Gypsy so I lead him to
where she’s sittin’—all alone—at a
little table near the bar.

“Come on, Honey!” he says,
takin’ her hand. “Come on down
by the rail and watch The Pouter
make Katie’s nag look like a polo
pony runnin’ against Discovery!”

“No, Meekey,” she says, “I can
not stan’ any more. You are veer-ry
seely to theenk The Pouter can beat
Lord Jim. The Pouter he weel break

down sure. Mr. Brannon he know!”

I KNOW the gal is right, but Mickey
won’t take no for an answer. He
practically carries her to the rail.
And just to show you the tough luck
Gypsy’s playin’ in he drags her to a
spot right in front of the Malbrouk
gal and Wells. Gypsy is lookin’ for
a way to scram outa there when
there’s a great roar from the stands
and seventy-five thousand people yell,
“They’re off!”

I can see Gypsy close her eyes and
I see a pained look comes acrost her
face. Mickey on the other hand is
yellin’ like a Missouri hog caller:
“Come on POUTER! Come on
POUTER!”

The race bein’ over the mile and
a quarter route the field has to pass
the grandstand before they go into
the first turn. I look away from
Gypsy in time to catch the order of
the nags as they thunder past the
judge’s stand the first time: It’s
Brown Derby on the rail by a length,
with Lord Jim layin’ right at his
flank. Then there’s four in a bunch
with The Pouter on the outside
takin’ the overland route. Behind
them are the other eight starters, al-
ready beginnin’ to string out. At
the quarter Brown Derby and Lord
Jim are still in the lead, but Pee Wee
Broom, who has the leg up on
Gypsy’s hoss, has moved up along-
side of Crackerbox which is third
on the rail.

THEY are the same at the half
except Lord Jim is beginnin’ to creep
up on Brown Derby, makin’ more
daylight between him and The
Pouter. It seems to me that Jockey
Mince on Lord Jim is makin’ his
move a little early in the race, but
he has always ridden the hoss so he
probably knows what he’s doin’,

At the three quarters Wells begins
callin’ the race to Miss Malbrouk,
‘.‘Brown Derby is beginning’ to dog
it,” he says. “Lord Jim’s lookin’
him in the eve right now and he'll
fold up like a six-bit suitcase bhefore

he gets to the turn. Mince is ridin’
a nice race.” . . . . ;
Brown Derby does fold up at the

far turn and Lord Jim takes the
lead. But I also see another hoss .

begin to overhaul Brown Derby and
that hoss is The Pouter.

J OCKEY BROOM is Watchini? every

move Mince makes on Lord Jim and
‘ridin’ a nice race. As they start.
round the far turn Broom lets out a

wrap and The Pouter shoots past

Brown Derby as if that plater was’

tied to the fence. .
“What’s that going after Lord

Jim?” Miss Malbrouk screams above
the roar of the crowd, and I can see '

she’s’ pretty nervous. .

“Nothin’ to worry about!” says
Wells. “That’s just the old Pouter.
He’ll crack up before he gets to the
head of the stretch and finish lame
and last. He always runs just like
he’s runnin’ now—always first or
second until his legs begin to
buckle!” :

“But—but suppose they don’t
buckle today?” says The Malbrouk,
nervously chewin’ her lip.

“Keep your chin up, Miss Mal-
brouk!” says Wells with all the con-
fidence in the world. “No hoss that’s
been out of trainin’ as long as The
Pouter has can run a mile and a
quarter, legs or no legs.”

But somehow or ‘’nother The
Pouter don't seem to be payin’ no
attention to what Wells is sayin’. He
just keeps creepin’ up on Lord Jim
with every jump.

As they come into the stretch
Lord Jim is out in front by two
lengths, but the boy on Gypsy’s hoss
don’t seem worried. When they
start down that long last quarter
mile Jockey Mince looks back over
his shoulder and laughs at Pee Wee
Broom on The Pouter.

I take a quick peek at Gypsy.
She’s standin’ there beside Mickey,
her eyes closed tight and her little
fists doubled into knots. Mickey is
yellin’ “Come on, Pouter!” and with
each mention of the hoss’s name he
drives his right fist into the palm of
his left hand.

D OWN the stretch they come,
Lord Jim and The Pouter increasin’
their lead over the field at every jump.

“He’ll crack in another jump!
He’'ll crack in another jump!” Wells
is yellin’ now, but he’s lost a lot of
that confidence and his eyes are be-
ginnin’ to bulge. But the only thing
that cracks at this point is Jockey
Broom’s whip as he brings it down
on The Pouter’s flank just as they
hit the sixteenth pole. And you
shoulda seen that old brittle-legged
beetle respond! He just lays back
his ears and begins to level. The
way he cuts down Lord Jim’s lead
is somethin’ I'll never forget.

“He’ll crack in another jump!
He’ll crack in another jump!” Wells
is screamin’ to The Malbrouk.

The crowds on the lawn and in
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the stands are roarin’ their frantic

- appeals to hosses and jocks. “Come

on, Lord Jim!” “Come on, Pouter!”
I'm gettin’ pretty excited myself,
but knowin’ The Pouter as I do I'm
just waitin’ for him to break down
and pull up or fall.

As Lord Jim and The Pouter

. thunder along fifty yards from the

wire they’re head and head. Both

‘boys are givin’ their mounts the

leather and the erowd is goin’ wild.

“Come’ on, Lord Jim!” I hear
The Malbrouk scream frantically,
but I know it’s all over but hangin’
up the numbers. Lord Jim gave
everything he had in that run down
the stretch and it took somethin’ out
of him. He hung just a trifle at the
end and the old Pouter’s snoot
dropped down in front just in time
to get the decision.

»» HEN The Pouter’s number is
hung up in the top slot with Lord
Jim’s second, I see The Malbrouk
reach out and grab the rail for sup-
port. She hangs there for a minute
then she turns on Wells, screamin’,
“I thought you said he couldn’t lose
—that he was a cinch! I’ve lost a
small fortune not to mention the
great honor of winning the Moving
Picture Derby!”

“l can’t understand it,” moans
Wells. “I thought sure The Pouter
would crack!”

“He did crack!” Mickey vells at
him pointin’ to the board as the time
for the race is bein’ hung up. “He
cracked a fifth of a second off the
track record!”

Then I see that The Jalbrouk
can’t take it. She don’t turn and
offer congratulations to Gypsy, who
by the way is dancin’ about like a
crazy chorine, but beats it from there
right quick.

NEXT thing I know Gypsy is all
wrapped around Mickey. “How deed
you do eet, Meekey?” she is askin’
between happy sobs. “How deed you
do eet?”

“Simple!” says Mickey, grinnin’
like he’s the happiest guy in the
world. “You see all that a hoss gets
out of galloping ’round and ’round
a track is good muscle and good
wind. Those are the things he needs
in a race. But The Pouter having
tender feet can’t be trained that
way, so I remembered how I ysed to
get my wind and muscles in shape
when I was a champion swimmer.
SO—”

“How ?”’ asks Gypsy, breathless.

“Simply by swimming,” says
Mickey. “So Danny Davis and I
took The Pouter to a secluded spot
out past Malibou and swam him a
mile or so every day. The salt water
toughened his feet and—well, he got
into excellent shape without ever
having to touch his feet on terra
firma!”

“Meekey!” says Gypsy. “You are
a veer-ry smart man!”

And that was that!
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