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EDITORIAL

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

LL Solilogquizes:

Well, here we are again; starting in on a
new year. The going has been pretty hard
for some time past; and I am glad we have
reached the date on the calendar when it is customary
for a fellow to make a little survey of his situation and
to catch a fresh grip and begin to fight for real success
with renewed determination. And I am going to do
that very thing,

I have learned some things during the past year
which are going to help me a lot in carrying on during
the next. T am, therefore, just that much more experi-
enced and capable. I can make a better job of it.

I see some evidences of betterment in general condi-
tions; and I am going to keep my eyes open for other
such signs. They will help me to maintain my own
Courage and spirits. Besides, some other chap may
be watching me and will take his cue from me as to
his own attitude. I want to help him, if T can, too.

There is a whole lot left in life for me and those de-
pendent on me. It is up to me to get it for us. Come
on, ‘Thirty Five! I'm going to give you a real tussle.

Clarence Complains:

Gosh! Here it is New Year again. Another year
of my life has gone, and I can’t see that I have made
any headway at all.

I’'ve worked like a slave all the past year; but I am
as deeply in debt as I was at its beginning. What is
the use of struggling when everything seems to go wrong?

I don’t see any prospect of better times ahead. I
can’t collect what is due me; but I am flooded with
bills from my creditors, who are dunning the life out
of me.

I wish New Year had not come, with its reminder
that it is but the beginning of another long stretch of
worry and fruitless effort, at the end of which I will be
just one year older, with my efficiency just that much
impaired. T am about ready to quit. This depression
has me licked.

I think I will go to bed and try to get some sleep
and forget about it all, for a while anyway.

Are you going to be like Bill: and face the New

Year with a stout heart and a glad smilg, htthatitgl]:l
inspire those about you also to rttenewi ;hzmg w

d a purpose to w
Ch%?:fl;lreC(;l(l)rl;a ggoﬁlng to ll:)’e a Clarence; and drift mtg
it protestingly; hugging to your heart your self—}c.;ultwatfz d
discouragement, thus discounting your own 3.1ncet or
progress, while your display of discontent dishearte

? . -

Ot}}ir; up to you. The choice is Xog]:s’.,
ber, Brother, they call a real Elk “Bill.

LODGE BUILDINGS

VER since the establishment of THE EL:;S
MacazINE, comment has been regurren o);
made in these columns upon the ten le'ncy f
subordinate Lodgesd to l;u_rlt(ijei'gg;henll]sle :'ie:wu:)]f
isely in the erection of Lodge buildings. [

;Yecsgn{ experiences, and of the proba}l))llltyf ;}:lih Eitég:-

ment of conditions will prompt a num edr Z uch under-

takings in the near futqre, it is deemed approp

SOlﬂKzs t?:ﬁte V:l?;?l?l%e a(g;:';?]'d Lodge SltaéutlgslrteliiZtthgt

d Exalte uler must ap-
the Grancdh Trrg?vteeci: axgthG(fSrntain fixed limitations upon

It)l::r;e suButpthe initial plans for any such proposeg

bui]d}ngs should be prepared so as to assure suc

apl’}‘r}?: a[l)}'esent importance of this subJectl lsd elwgd]enczctl
by the Annual Report of th.t:l Grand Exalte uler

Kanias El:ly, :)I} xll:l(glrdle]f (?:cls ;10[ exist for th(? purpose of

opcgtin?; I%f)tels, business blocks or other enterprises thfz e_u-_(z

ially requisites to the development of a fraterna .pm—

o men gers Many times officers and members of subor

grix:)z:xeg Irftliirges have permitted themselves to become emhu%gd

with the ideal of erecting, possessing and (;)perat}:ng}? gnag?;n:
cent structure, the effect of which, whdere fr(;x:s,onzzsofaa fiater-
dency to change the charglclgrl;e:: ?relr;(t)u fee.”

Ralngzg\utggrt%ft hg;e? fb;tlxildings: ha\fe bpen lost to su-bordi'
nate Lodges because of their yielding to this d15p1051-
tion to make such a display. But,.happl]y, the loss
has been merely financial. In every instance there has
been a readjustment upon lines more distinctly fraternal
and more in keeping with the true purposes of the Order.

The maintenance of adequate quarters fgr the con-
duct of its proper activities should be the aim of every

But remem-
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Lodge. Such quarters should be comfortable and con-
venient; and should be as attractive as available means
will justify. But they should not be erected or main-
tained upon such a scale that the tax upon the member-
ship will necessitate a commercialization of its features,
or unduly curtail the Lodge’s ability to meet its obliga-
tions to its members and to its community as a true
benevolent and fraternal organization.

An active Lodge, modestly housed, and promoting its
objects with sincerity and enthusiasm, is a much more
valuable asset to the Order, and to its community, than
one which occupies so expensive an establishment th?t
it exhausts itself in meeting maintenance costs, and- is,
therefore, unable to carry on the benevolent activities
which are naturally expected of it.

A number of Lodges are still struggling with prob-
lems growing out of such conditions. It is hoped that
these examples will deter others from becoming simi-
larly involved.

INFORMED GOOD CITIZENSHIP

ON. JOHN STEWART BRYAN, in his inau-
gural address delivered upon. his formal in-
stallation as President of William and Mary
College, stated that the high endeavor of that

Institution, under his executive leadership, would be to
achieve the “restoration of informed good citizenshle

to its proper place as the chief avocation of gentlemen.’

President Bryan is to be commended for the selec-
tion of this chief objective of his administration c:)f the
Institution which has played so long and so conspicuous
a part in the educational life of our country. And he
was quite happy in his phraseology. “Informed good
citizenship” is a most significant expression.

There are countless thousands of our citizens whose
inherent loyalty and devotion are unquestioned, but
whose idea of patriotic service does not include the neces-
. sity for an intelligent conception of the purpose of such,
nor of the trend that may be influenced by its perfqrm-
ance. Patriotic devotion is less valuable if it be blind.
Loyalty is less praiseworthy if it be unthink_ing. .

The best citizenship is that whose patr!otlc senti-
ments are born of an intelligent appreciation of the
principles they espouse; and of a conscious acceptance
of the obligations of that citizenship; whose readmgss
for public service is based upon a clear understanding
of its object and purpose; and upon a thoughtful ap-
proval thereof. And no more exalted a purposeé could
actuate any educational institution than that which has
been adopted as its chief objective by William and Mary

—to inspire in its students a purpose to adopt as their
chief avocation the practice of such informed good citi-
zenship.

The Order of Elks, as a distinctive patriotic organi-
zation, may feel a just pride in the fact that in all
its patriotic activities it has consistently sought to inspire
this high conception of American citizenship, not only
in the minds of its own members, but among all those
within reach of its influence.

TIME AS A BEAUTICIAN

OME wag once said: “Father Time is a great
healer, but he certainly is a poor beauty doc-
tor.” The imputation is obvious. But there
is a phase of beauty to which the witticism

does not apply.

A professional beautician concerns himself primarily
with the human countenance. Apart from the correc-
tion of malformations and the removal of surface blem-
ishes, his chief object is to preserve the actual appear-
ance of youth as long as possible, or to simulate it as
best it may be done. And this is upon the assumption
that youth is itself beauty. Of course, in this mere
physical sense, the passing years inevitably do bring
about the fading of the transient bloom that is the essen-
tial element of that particular sort of beauty.

But there is another aspect, in which Time is a real
beauty doctor, giving to human faces a beauty which
can be produced by no other specialist, however skillful.

The cosmetics which are employed are those fine and
uplifting emotions, which set the features to their can-
did expression. The exercises required are the frequent
acts of kindliness, which keep the eyes clear and lumi-
nous with a look of genuine sympathy and understand-
ing. The massages which Time uses are the varying
experiences of life; its sorrows as well as its joys, its
pains as well as its comforts. For these sorrows and
pains, when endured with patience and fortitude, and
these joys and comforts when accepted with gratitude
and shared with generosity, etch into the countenance
lines which bespeak their origin, and give it serenity
and poise and sweetness.

In such manner the face of age takes on a beauty of
its own, which radiates a blessing upon all within its
circle. It is different, but it has a charm as definite
and appealing as that of youth; for it is the physical
manifestation of the imperishable beauty of a gentle but
courageous soul. And Father Time is the only special-
ist whose treatments can bring that beauty to its per-
fection.
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A TALE of « TUB

(Again a Report of Wichita Falls,
Texas, Lodge No. 1105 Arrested the
Attention of the Committee)

YOUNG woman with stooped shoulders and care-worn face

.answered the door-bell. A few moments later she was seated
opposite a kindly gentleman whom she had known but casually
among her townspeople, plainly perplexed as to what errand could
possibly have brought him to her tiny home. The man’s eyes were
quictly noting the spotless cleanliness of the two shabby rooms, as
his hands stroked the curly heads of two baby girls who crowded
excitedly about his knees.
. He had known that there was no father in this family—that the
little mother had been deserted shortly after the birth of the young-
est child. He had known that there had been an intense struggle
for hvel_lhooq and that, despite her education and background of cul-
ture, this still young woman had been forced to toil long hours.
over a wash-tub to provide the merest necessities of life for herself
and babies.

But what he had not understood until today was why there had
been no call from her for help—no appeal to the various agencies
which were aiding many in far less stringent circumstances. Now
the answer lay revealed in her eyes, where pride, determination
and an indomitable spirit looked out at him. It was in her voice
?;esc?c reluctantly answered his friendly inquiries about her possible

s:

“—all that you could do for me, really,” she was saying, “is to
he‘l‘p me secure more customers. I would appreciate that.”

More customers?” he heard himself answer, with a mental note
gf wonder as to whether she was not trying her strength too far.
’I:!'nat should ot be hard. If you are sure you are able.”

“Oh, I don’t mind the washing,” was the quick reply.

But it doesn't seem to me there will be enough hours in the day
to“do any more than you are doing now.”

But there are nights, you know. And, after a while, with the
extra T could earn at night, I could buy a second-hand washing
machine. Then I could do it all in the daytime! I know where
I could buy it,” she added wistfully.

Hel_‘ courageous desire for independence was a challenge to this
man in whose ears had run for more than three years the bitter
refrain of “no_work to be found.” The friendliness back of his
cn‘?nd was in his voice as he answered:

Wouldn't you Jlet US buy that washing machine for you?”
Then, sensing her instinctive withdrawal, “You see, the Elks Lodge
would 'hke to make an investment in your future. Call it that, if
you wish. And an investment in these little girls!”

The mother’s eyes rested upon her three- and four-year-old
daughters for a lox:lg moment. She seemed to be looking far ahead.

“Ygs—” she said slowly. “With that tub I could feel more
certain about their education. And we three would never forget
your kindness.”

*  x  x % x

But there are tubs—and there are TUBS! When Lodge No.
1105 of Wichita Falls, Texas, undertook to write the Tale ofga Tub
into their annals they decided that nothing short of a BRAND
NEW washing machine was worthy. For they believed that “a
tub full of prevention” was worth more than “a budget full of
relief.” Today that machine is doing its full part to secure the
independence of one little family. The Lodge is justly proud of
its “investment,” for

B. P. O. E. likes to ’elp them as ’ELPS 'EMSELVES!

Stories by
HOLCOMB HOLLISTER

31

How the OTHER HALF—

(Rock Hill, South Carolina, Lodge Neo-.
1318 Makes a Report That Is Meritori-
ous Indeed)

[

IT isn’t as though we were a big city—with a lot of tenements.”

“Heck, no. Why, that house is within a stone’s throw of the
City Hall; why, it’s city property!”

“Yeah—it’s kind of a hard blow to our civic pride, isn’t it?
We've got all the trimmings but it seems as though we have some
bad foundations.”

“Come to consider it, what do we men really know about how
the mill-hands live? Nothing! We've just supposed the mills
looked after ’em.”

“Well, one little boy would have been alive today if we had.
Gosh, if we’d only known a month ago! It’s hard to think that a
child could die for lack of decent nourishment—right here in
Rock Hilll”

“Brothers, all we can do now is take this other little chap under
our wi,r,lg. We’ll see him through all right, cleft palate or no cleft
alate. .

P “You bet! And not just for this stage in his life, either. He’s
got a long time ahead—he’s only a year old now, didn’t you say?”

“Uhuh—and after the operation we’ll just keep on. He’s got to
have an education, and a chance to be more than his parents are.
He’s a bright little kid.”

“I can’t get over the fact that this tragedy happened right here
under our very noses.”

“I'd be willing to wager that there are very few people in any
city in this country who really know the living conditions of ALL
its citizens.”

“We'd better make sure that WE know what’s happening here
from now on.”

* * * * *

It was not a large group of men who were discussing their Act
of Friendship in Elks Lodge No. 1318, Rock Hill, South Carolina,
for their membership had been sadly depleted by the period of
stringency. But they were courageous; and the report of the death
of a four-year-old boy in their midst through sheer lack of food
had shocked them. When investigation revealed that the father,
mother and two remaining children were trying to live on $8 a
week; that they were housed in a dilapidated wooden shack far
from sanitary or weather-proof and defying all efforts at cleanli-
ness; that the father was an industrious worker when his job in the
mill permitted; and that the baby in the family suffered from a
cleft Ea]ate—then the Rock Hill Elks decided to take a hand in the
ame !

And today the bright baby boy is under treatment to correct his
cleft palate, the father’s job is assured, food is once more suf-
ficiently plentiful for adults and little folks, and one more family
in this great country is rediscovering self-respect through normal
conditions of living.

* * * * *

But what the Rock Hill Elks discovered about this family in
their City and what they are doing and will continue to do to alle-
viate bad present and future conditions for them is not only a
splendid Act of Friendship to the individuals concerned but a
source of happiness to the Elks of Rock Hill.

It is also a service to the Cily in which they live. And the Elks
of Rock Hill are more concerned over the fact that, through their
search to fulfill their Act of Friendship, they have discovered that
we cannot delegate our obligations to our fellow-citizens or any
group of people—however efficient—and call our conscience clear.
They have discovered that it requires vigilance on the part of ALL
thinking people ALL the time to prevent tragedies or near-tragedies
in the lives of the people we so glibly term “The Other Half"—
yet whose lives are so closely linked with our own. Rock Hill Elks
mean to know how botk halves live from this time on!

ONE ACT OF FRIENDSHIP BY ALL MEMBERS!

Week by week the number of Lodges
reporting Acts of Friendship increases.
Those Lodges that report regularly are ex-
periencing a thrill of satisfaction. There
is evidence from all sections that the spirit

of the plan is catching and that each Lodge
which becomes a link of Friendship sets an
example that others soon follow.
map shows how generally the Lodges have
responded, following closely the distribu-

tion of population and Elk Lodges. Some
Exalted Rulers have as yet made only one
or two reports. Some started and have
not continued. Others have not missed a
week and now have reported up to ten.

The

IN EACH LODGE EVERY MEETING NIGHT!









































































