

















































































































June, 1933

“You didn’t go near the library the whole
afternoon?”’

‘(No.ll

“But you could have. Without being ob-
served. Isn’t that so, Mr. Hentish?”’

“Yes, I suppose co. But I repeat I didn’t.”

The cook’s sniff re-echoed round the room,
which had become nearly dark. Our faces were
now only a blurred outline, and a cold breeze
rustled Constable Perker’s notes. The stable
clock clanged eight.

“Then we have only your word for it that
you sat in the boathouse all afternoon, Mr.
Hentish?”

“T’'m afraid so.”

There was a silence. Suddenly the solicitor’s
clerk cleared his throat and spoke.

«Tt is quite true what Mr. Hentish says with
regard to his movements. I can substantiate
that. Directly I left Mr, Hentish I went and
sat under the cedar tree whilst waiting my train
time. I noticed young Mr. Hentish sitting in
the boathouse smoking. I don’t think he saw
me, but his statement is correct. He never
left there until the stable clock struck.”

Human nature is weird. Instcad of a deep
sense of thankfulness that a fellow-creature’s
hands were not stained with the blood of nn-
other fellow-creature, I think that everyone in
that room, with perhaps the exception of the
Coroner, who saw a chance of getting home to
a hot mustard bath, after all, felt aggrieved
that William Hentish’s hands were not stained
with blood. Probably it was because anyone
with an eye for drama could see that William
Hentish was perfect for the réle of a villain, an
aggressive manner, tall, with a black moustache
and large white teeth. His hands skould have
been stained with his uncle’s blood, he looked
better that way, it suited him. Speaking for
myself, preferring, as I do, like the rest of man-
kind, to believe the worst of my fellow-men, I
felt that if he had not murdered his uncle, it
wfas simply because he didn’t happen to think
of it.

After we had recovered from our natural
disappointment, Croucher lit the gas brackets,
and the questions, innumerable and intermin-
able, began again. The clerk could add noth-
ing, he could only say that he had seen Mr.
Hentish sitting as he had said in the boathouse
the whole afternoon. The butler was called
again, so were Miss Mavey, still at bay, and I.
The question of the morphia arose.

“Might not Mr. Hentish’s insistence,” Mr.
Duffy asked the room in general, “on the
presence of morphia_easily accessible, be at-
tributed, apart from its properties in the alle-
viation of pain, to his possible contemplation
of self-destruction?” :

Constable Perker put down his pencil.

“That’s coming it too hot for me, sir. Can
I put it in my own words? You mean, did he
pop himself off, sir?”

The questions and answers continued, but
the evidence of a completely disinterested wit-
ness was too overwhelming, and on a statement
from Miss Mavey that the old man had often
spoken wholeheartedly in favor of self-slaughter
(actually, I think, he was advocating it for her
and not for himself), the Coroner, as the stable
clock clanged nine, brought in a verdict of
suicide while of an unsound mind.

I didn’t see whether William Hentish spoke
to the little clerk in the dining-room or not, but
he walked, frowning, across the hall as if it
were empty, through the huddled group of
servants, past the rest of us without a sign or
word; the front door slammed, his motor roared
and whined, and he was gone.

The presence of death does strange things to
a place. As we stood in a group near the front
door, making arrangements for the following
day, the hall seemed lifeless and cold, our foot-
steps and voices had a hollow sound; somehow
the windows reminded me of staring, dead
black eyes, for the curtains had not been
drawn. The gas jet droned and made the
shadows of the stag’s head and horns flicker
and leap jerkily across the ceiling. A steady
draught from an open door edged behind the

(Continued on page 40)
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Cross-Word Puzzle

By Richard Hoadley Tingley

lol 102 o3
Across 55—Rostrum Down 44—A bristle
s57—Let it stand! 46—Pillage
1—Nape of theneck  5o—Scotch form of  I—Perplexing situa- 47—Unit of metric
7—Cover John tion system
10—Regal 4welling 6o—Curve 2—Masticated 48—Became defunct
16—Belonging to a  62—Sharp 3—Stir up 50—A European
choir 64—Prepare 4—Ornamental 52—Silence violently
17—Ventilate 66—For the negative vase 53—A unit
18—Lover - side s5—Note of the scale 56—Soothsayer
1g—Check _68—Profound 6—Be buoyed up 58—Estates managed
20—Cereal food 70—Hole in a barrel 7—Provided enter- for others
23—Brazilian state 71—Modes tainment 61—Child’s toy
24—Small boring tool ~ 74—Brawl 8—Intent 63—Very low tide
25—Matron 76—TFixed look o—Booty 65—Emmets
26—Belgian river 79—A braham’s 10o—Most pallid 67—Tidy
28—Twice, in music birthplace 11—Brief paid notice 69—Steals by petty
20—17th Hebrew let- 8o—Recent 12—Strike off theft
ter 82—TFolds 13—Nomad 71—Prostrate
30—Sowing together  84—Hebrew god 14—Shade of red 72—Journey
of a wound 8;—Dance step 15—Obliterated 73—Stops
32—A continent 87—Weed 21—River of China 75—Den
34—Japanese meas- 8g—Membersofafish 22—Hebrew healer 77—Widow
ure go—A wing 25—Fought an affair 78—ZExalts spiritu-
35—Extract g1—Patron saint of of honor ally
37—Lease lawyers 27—Public disorder 81—Before
39—Rumpled 93—Squatters 30—Flat-bottomed 83—Inlay
41—Wallow 95—Way out boat 86—Withered
43—Performs 96—Sea-nymph 31—Bible character 88—Jacob’s brother
43—Attempt 98—Swiss river of great age (Bible)
46—Common field go—Tempt 33—Imponderable go—Axle
weed z01—Chooses emanation 92—Dry as in wines
40—Observes go2—States of pros- 36—Pressing need o4—Faucet
s1—Jason's ship perity 38—Little mounds 93—Greek letter
34—Unreduced met- 1oz—Scorches slightly 40—The lilac o7—Neuter pronoun
al at the fire 42—Dribble away too—Negative

After you havo dono tho puzzle, check your ansicers with the solution on page 46











































