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A Poem for Memorial Day
By James Whitcomb Riley

CANNOT say, and I will not say
That he is dead. He is just away!

With a cheery smile and a wave of the hand,
He has wandered into an unknown land,

And left us dreaming how very fair
It needs must be, since he lingers there.

And you—O you, who the wildest yearn
For the old-time step and the glad return,

Think of him faring on, as dear
In the love of There, as the love of Here;

And loyal still, as he gave the blows
Of his warrior-strength to his country’s foes.

&

MILD and gentle as he was brave,
en the sweetest love of his life he gave

To simple things: Where the violets grew
Blue as the eyes they were likened to,

The touches of his hands have strayed
As reverently as his lips have prayed:

When the little brown thrush that harshly chirred
Was dear to him as the mocking-bird;

And he pitied as much as a man in pain
A writhing honey-bee wet with rain.

Thipk of him still as the same, I say:
He is not dead—he is just away!

From “‘Afterwhiles,” by James Whitcomb Riley, Copyright 1887, used by special permission of the

Publishers, The Bobbs-Merrill Company
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piness have come to this blind man. People
walk blocks out of their way to buy their
papers from him; he is known from one end of
Denver to the other; the tap-tap of his cane
calls forth cheery “Hellos” wherever he goes.

Not so long ago, 2 motion picture was
taken of him and his stand, and shown upon
the screens of the local theaters where
thousands recognized him with applause.
Later, the film was shown outside of the city
and many coming from neighboring towns
now look him up at his stand to buy a paper
and chat a moment before passing on their
way.

No. 8s New Home Promised
Next New Year’s Day

Louisville Lodge has been notified by the
contractor that its palatial new Club Home
will be completed January 1, 1924. Mean-
while Louisville is campaigning for 1,500 new
members to be picked from its best citizens
and enrolled by or before the coming June 4.

Good Move to Stir Interest:
Exchange of Fraternal Visits

Detroit (Mich.) Lodge No. 34, inspired b

a spirit of good fellowship andsdésirepto be o};
real assisting service, has recently under-
takgn a serles.of fraternal visits to neigh-
boring Lodges in Michigan. A large delega-
tion representing Detroit journeyed to
Port Huron and initiated a class of 100 for
No. 343 and did not forget to extend a most
cordial invitation to return the fraternal call
and bring everybody along. Pontiac and
Port Huron Lodges have been honored with
similar invitations to come and dine and
banquet and make merry as guests of Detroit
Lodge. These courtesies in the way of
fgaternz}l exchange will be extended and con-
tinued indefinitely.

Balcerq/_ield Corner-Stone
Laid with Fitting Ceremonies

The corner-stone for the new $250,000
Elks building at Bakersfield, Calif., was laid
with appropriate ceremonies by President
Benbough of the California Elks Association.
Many of the Elk leaders attended, among
i:\l/}em_Grand Esteemed Loyal Knight Harry
Rl;lTlcknor, who represented Grand Exalted
R er Masters and was orator of the day.
1 (:3 v;lr]iilw Home of Bakersfield Lodge No.
f:rnia be one of the handsomest in Cali-

Hor.t. William H. Atwell
United States District Judge

Hon. William H. Atwell, of D
. , allas (Tex.)
}:ogge No. 71, and member of the Grand
“? lge Committee on Social and Community
era['e, has been appointed to the position
% nited States District Judge at Dallas,
: &?ﬁ (;{‘)l;:e (li)ejpcclll ar;g ba]r-l throughout the
€ 1 Judge Atwell in a manner to

gratify the pride of his friends:

Oakland Elks Executing
Diversified Welfare Program

Much interest and activity are bein,
shown by members of Oalfland (Calg
Lodge No. 171 in Social and Community
gggz:rr!e v‘;ork}.ﬁcﬁl‘hé llgommittee on Ameri-

, of w inton G. Dodge, Past
Exalted Ruler of the Lodge, is Chaigrman, is
furnishing incentives for loyalty and patriot-
ism among the pupils of the schools by giv-
ing substantial prizes for the best essays on
th? subjects, **‘Americanism” and ‘‘Ameri-
ca’s Answer to Bolshevism.” This same

Committee has also arranged for prominent
speakers on public questions to address the
membership and to keep it informed on
various aspects of proposed legislation and
constitutional measures. Encouragement is
being given to the Boy Scouts by assisting
them financially and by publicly recognizing

_individual exhibitions among them of pro-

ficiency and exceptional bravery. Oakland
Lodge is also doing helpful work among the
disabled soldiers in the Government hospital
at Palo Alto. The men are being supplied
with books, phonograph records, cards,
magazines, razors, cigarettes, tobacco and
many other articles. Nothing has been more
thoroughly enjoyed by the veterans than the
vaudeville programs by members of No. 171
and the concerts given by the Elks’ Big
Brotherhood Band.

The Lodge hasstarted, in conjunction with
other California Lodges, a movement for the
erection of a fitting memorial to Col. E. D.
Baker, who was United States Senator from
Oregon in 1859, and whose powerful appeals
saved California to the Union. Col. Baker
resigned his seat at the opening of war to
join the army. He lost his life in the Battle
of Ball’s Blufi. To all lovers of patriotic
deeds, his neglected and obscure grave is
a pathetic sight. California Elks plan to
raise an enduring testimonial to his worth.

Series of Stellar Events
Supply Fun in Mendota

Mendota (I1.) Elks, No. 1212, have been
enjoying a series of tournaments wlpch,
because of their wide variety, have given
every member a chance to indulge his skill.
In the past few months, Mendota Lodge
has arranged and completed the Billiard
and Pool Tournament, a Checker Tourna-
ment, a Whist Tournament and a Bowling
Tournament. All these events were well
contested and a fine array of prizes were
presented to.the winners.

Children’s Health Camp
To Have Elk Building

Malden (Mass.) Lodge No. 965 has voted
to erect a building at Malden Children’s
Health Camp on Waites Mount to be used
as a kitchen. This camp was established
by the community for the purpose of assist-
ing subnormal, anemic and underweight
children to regain health by providing
a place where they will enjoy plenty of sun-
shine, nourishing food and regular hours of
sleep, rest and recreation. The building
which Malden Lodge will construct has
been needed to care for the growing demands
of the camp. It will be known as “Elks
Building.” A committee is at work devising
plans and providing funds.

Oregon Lodge Launches
Junior Elks Division

Bend (Ore.) Lodge No. 1371 has organ-
ized a “Junior Elks” division composed of
twenty boys between the ages of 13 and 20
years. A ritual and initiation ceremony
have been promulgated and the organization
is taking its place beside Bend Lodge as a
factor in the life of the community. The
sum of $20 was invested by the Lodge to
start the movement and the boys have since
paid this back and have $100 in their treas-
ury. Proper representation has been made
to the Grand Lodge officials of the objects
and purposes to be accomplished and pat-
terned largely after the procedure followed
by Mexico (Mo.) Lodge No. 919, in the
instance of *“Juniors.”

The Elks Magazine

Sheraden Will Build
Model Club-House

Sheraden (Pa.) Lodge No. 949 has under
consideration plans for a new Club-house
which if negotiated are to be complete in
every detail. The recommendation is for
a building of red tapestry brick, wood
trimmed in white and that will embrace
billiard, card, and special dining rooms, etc
In the Lodge-room proper will be establisheci
facilities for providing moving picture and
other special entertainments. The cost is
appro.\'imated at $40.000.

Corinth No. 1035 Dedicates—
Two-Day Program of Events

Corinth (Miss.) Lodge No. 10
two days to the dedication of its }‘Iggmi?wiﬁ?
pressively as a part of the ceremonies ap-

ointed for the opening, Jackson (Miss.)
Lodge No. 416. exemplified the ritual in tl;e
presence of a class of fifty candidates. A
banquet followed at which A. Grant
Matthews was principal orator. The night
following a reception and dance christened
the new ball-room. Practically the whole
city attended. This Lodge has strongly
attached itself to the heart of Corinth by
reason of its public benefactions and com-
munity leadership. Elks attended the dedi-
cation from all neighboring centers.

Fast Stepping for $100,000
Covering Bloomfield Expense

Bloomfield (N. J.) Lodge No.
announced its specifications for its Elk
building, and matured its plans and ap-
pointed its Committees to have charge of
a fast stepping bond selling campaign to
raise $100,000 on a guaranteed yield of five
per cent. According to the announcement
the exterior of the edifice will be modiﬁeci
French Renaissance design built of gray
tapestry brick, trimmed throughout with
limestone. The building will occupy a space
of 50 by 150 feet. There will be two Mar-
quise entrances. The roof will be flat. Every
detail has been carefully worked out to
amp].y supply all fraternal requirements and
provide for creature comforts and luxurious
accessories.

788 has

Instituted On{y Nine Months,
Wins State Ritualistic Contest

The New Jersey State Ritualisti
held at Elizabeth, N. J., was wonlcb(}.zolr"ltt'te:(saE
hold (N. J.) Lodge No. 1454. Freehold
Elks are propd of the achievement of their
team and claim that a record has been made
congldermg the fact that their Lodge was
instituted only nine months previous to the
contest. Hackensack Lodge No. 658 was
second in honors, Newark Lodge No. 2r
third and Bound Brook No. 1388, fourth.

Atlanta Initiates Huge Class—
Philadelphia Degree Team Officiates

) One of the most spectacular and jmpres-
sive events in the 5000 Membership
Campaign” of Atlanta (Ga.) Lodge No. 78
was the recent initiation of a class of 1,200.
Delegations from practically every Lodge in
Georgia were on hand and it was estimated
that nea}-ly seven thousand took part in the
ceremonial, either as novitiates or as spec-
tators. The day was not only notable for
the huge class that was inducted, but also
for the elaborate rites that accompanied the
event. The famous Degrce Team of Phila-
delphia Lodge No. 2, led,by Exalted Ruler
Charles H. Grakelow, made a special trip to
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succession of successful annual events. Iowa,
Wisconsin, Ohio and other States have similar
Elk Associations, all of which have made
good in every particular, and there is every
evidence on hand that Illinois, with its large
membership, will have an equally prosperous
organization' of this kind. The 1924 Tourna-
ment will probably be held at Aurora.

Brooklyn Lodge Buys Site
For Two Millz%n Do};lar Home

The membership of Brooklyn Lodge No. 22
recently approved the selection made by the
Building and Sites Committee of the plot for
their magnificent new Clubhouse. This property
has been purchased at a price of $504,000. It
extends 186 feet on Boerum Place with a frontage
of 162 feet on Livingston Street and the same
distance on Schermerhorn Street in the rear.
The building will cost around $2,000,000. It
will include a lodge and ball room accommodating
3000. All Club features, such as swimming
pool, gymnasium, bowling alleys, pool and
billiard rooms, roof garden, hand-ball and squash
courts, are in the plans. .

Washington Lodges
Join Hands in Good Cause

Ballard (Wash.) Lodge No. 827 joined forces
with Seattle Lodge No. 92, in staging the Dance
of the Purple Bubbles given for the benefit of
the Seattle Boys Club. This concerted effort
succeeded in making the annual charity masque
one of the most successful of its kind thus far
enjoyed. The $10,000 proceeds were applied
to lift the mortgage on the Seattle Boys
Club, which is operated under supervision of
Seattle Lodge. The Club is for homeless boys
and has accomplished great good since its
organization several years'ago. Boys between
the ages of 12 and 19 years are supplied with
a home together with an opportunity for edu-
cational advantages.

Civil War Veterans
Taken into Sterling Lodge

Testifying appreciation of the Boys of 1861
Sterling (Ill.) Lodge No. 1218 voted to invite
the Civil War Veterans of that community to
become members of the Order of Elks, the full
privilege being conferred as a special honor.
As a result of this patriotic action, nine gray
haired Yveterans accepted and became mem-
bers. The initiation was most impressive,
each veteran being escorted into the Lodge
presence by a veteran of the World War.

Elks Show f#;preciation of

His Eleven Years’ Service

For eleven years, William Weller, Past
Exalted Ruler of Muskegon (Mich.) Lod;;e, No.
§74, and former President of the Michigan
V{a_tq Association, has been head of the Sick

isiting Committee of his Lodge, carrying mes-
sages of good cheer and greetings to the members
of No. 274 \yhenever 11%1 health overtook them.
In appreciation of his long efficient service and
the spirit in which this most important duty was
so punctually discharged, Muskegon Elks pre-
sented Mr. Weller with an automobile and a fund
to provide for its up-keep and operation.

Veterans Are Entertained
In Hospitable Style

The Daughters of the Confederacy served in
the capacity of hostesses and kept gpen house
in the Annex of New Orleans Lodge No. 30,
dunng_ the Confederate Veterans’ Reunion in
that city, and assisted in entertaining the old
l;vlvnrrgors. In a style proverbial of Southern
I‘ospl.ta.ht: . The Elks Annual Automobile
Fashion Show provided funds for this pleasant

purpose that proved so popular. Grand
- Exalted Ruler Masters was the guest on that
occasion.

Pe.nnglvania Southwest
Will Have Special to Atlanta

Delegates from Pennsylvania Southwest
District have decided to charter a special train
to the Atlanta Convention and make the tri
with Grand Exalted Ruler Masters and hg

official family, stopping at points of interest
along the route, including the Elks National
Home at Bedford, Va. All Lodges throughout
the district and many others from Ohio and West
Virginia have engaged accommodations on this
especially equipped Pullman Special.

Waukegan Will Build.
Modem Club Assured

Former State’s Attorney James G. Welch,
new Exalted Ruler of Waukegan (Ill.) Lodge,
No. 702, is the father of the plan to erect an
Elk Club building in the North Shore city. A
drive was launched to raise $250,000. Of this
nearly $100,000 has already been subscribed.
According to the plans, the Home will be a model,
containing recreational facilities as well as club
and meeting conveniences. All the necessz}]ry
money will be raised before starting to bui d.
Construction will not begin until early in 1924.

Newark Celebrates
Silver Anniversary

Newark (Ohio) Lodge No. 391 celebrated its -

th a program character-

Silver Anniversary Wwi through with

i ny novelties and carried
iigguﬁ yNearly two hundred members of
Zanesville (Ohio) Lodge No. 114, which insti-
tuted Newark Lodge twenty-five years ago, werc
on hand to participate in the celebration. The
initiation of a large class was a star feature.
A number of the officers of Zanesville who took
part in the institution of the Lpdge back in
1898, performed the ceremony with perf%ctlon
and dignity. Following a street parabe, g
banquet was served. The guests num eref
more than 500 and represented all sections o

Ohio. A

Graceful Comé)liment
Paid New Lodge Officers

Past Exalted Rulers of Niagara Falls L(tlgge
No. 346 paid a graceful compliment when ){
invited the new officers of the Lodgetoa ban(}]’ue
in their special honor at .whxch cveryd
pledged his hearty cooperation and the advan-
tage and support of his years of executive ex-
perience in such lodge affairs.

Work Will Be Rushed

On Little Falls New Home _
irect: f the Elks Home Association o

LitIgllge‘i-‘:ﬁss %Min;.) Lodge No. 770 have let

. It AN
ggs,co:r?lpleted this summer and opened in the

early autumn.

Elks’ Concert Heard in England
And Throughout the United States

An All-Elk concert broadcasted by New
England Elks from Station WNAC of the Shep-
ard Stores in Boston, Mass., was heard in En-
gland and in almost every section of the Umted
States, including the Pacific Coast. This feat
establishes a new record for broadcasting by
a low-power station and suggests many inter-
esting possibilities in the future for closer com-
munication between Lodges.

Elks Club Is Host
To Purdue Wrestlers

Lafayette (Ind.) Lodge No. 143 was host to
Purdue University Wrestling Squad. A banquét
was tendered and medals were presented to some
of the College men who had distinguished them-
selves with fine records. The guests expressed
appreciation of the work local Elks have done
to boost Purdue athletics, and all referred to the
splendid progress which wrestling has been mak-
ing at the University.

Etna Lodge Suffers
815,000 Loss by Fire

Fire, originating in the basement of Etna
(Pa.) Lodge No. 932, spread through the upper
floors of the building, causing a loss of $15,000.
Practically everything of furniture and equip-
ment was destroyed. Etna Elks have rehabil-
itation plans already under way.

The Elks Magazine

Georgian Colonial Style
For Bay State Quincy Elks

The new Home to be erected by Quincy
(Mass.) Lodge No. 943 will be one of the most
attractive in New England. The exterior de-
sign will be of the Georgian Colonial type of
brick and limestone. On the ground floor in
front will be two stores and the main entrance.
A spacious lobby leading to the Lodge-room will
occupy the center of the building and the Lodge-
room itself will measure the entire width of the
rear, extending up two stories. On the second
floor in front of the Lodge-room will he club
rooms, lounge, library, billiard and card rooms.
On the third floor will be dormitory apartments.
One large and small banquet room will take up
the entire basement and will conveniently ac-
commodate 450 persons. The Lodge has au-
thorized its Board of Trustees to see the work
through to completion.

Unity of Understanding
Develops Vigorous Team-work

As a result of vigorous team-work and unity of
understanding among Lodges comprising “the
District of Towa North-east, in carrying into
execution the business program recommended
by the present Administration, new energy ig
being imparted and diverse fraternal respon-
sibilities and advantages are being serveq
with greater zest ‘and success than at any
revious time, besides which Lodge routine
is being more punctually followed in har.
mony with the spirit and letter of the law
Good fellowship was never more becomingly'
practiced.

Farewell Honors
For Stricken Stranger
When the Elks of Del Rio (Tex.) Lodge, No.

837, learned that Mrs. M. A, Clark v
buried without the presence of any f?:nfi(; l();

_relatives and without a proper ceremony, they

decided that this “stranger in thej idst,”
though entirely unknown to them, m(r:rixt'f]elctlisttl;e
customary tribute of respect. Accordingly, the
services of a minister of the gospel were eng:'x ed
and Elk members and their wives attended %he
burial. Many simple floral offerings were placed
upon the glll'ave._ _gn ftil;ls chiet and reverential
way was the spirit of the Ord i

De{ R ey er exemplified by

Officers Travel 188 Miles
o Initiate New Members

The officers of Kingman (Ariz.) Lod
468, recently traveled by auto 188) milesg&) II\jz(x)s
Vegas, Nev., where thirty-five candidates were
initiated as members of Kingman Lodge. There
are now eighty members of Kingman Lodge liv-
ing in Las Vegas all of whom were initiated there
by Kingman Lodge officers. )

Million Dollar Home
For Scranton Elks

Having outgrown its present Club-house,
which was erected eight years ago at a cost of
$315,000, Scranton (Pa.) Lodge, No. 123, is seek-
ing a site for a new Home. With the membership
now over 3,000, the present Home is much too
small. Lack of adequate space for dining rooms
and banquet halls, as well as guest rooms, has
been apparent for some time. The intention is
to sell the old property and construct a Club-
house nearer the center of the city to cost close
to a million dollars—a Home that will progres-
sively express the Elk spirit in perfection of
appointments.

ITonia Lodge Invited
To Hear Elk Sermon

Over one hundred members of Ionia (Mich.)
Lodge, No. 548, attended a special evening
service at the local Methodist Church and heard
the sermon preached by Rev. Charles J. Kruse.
Dr. Kruse, himself a member of Ionia Lodge,
took for his text ‘“They helped every one his
neighbor, and every one said to his brother,
‘Be of good courage.’’” The entire sermon
was devoted to a consideration of the Order of
Elks, and its important function in the com-

(Continued on page 50)
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Under th

munity as well as its helpful influence in the lives’
of its individual members.

Hollister Approves Plans
For Three Story Building

Hollister (Calif.) Lodge, No. 1436, approved
plans for a three-story concrete buii;di;Jg.ppA ser-
ies of stores will be located on the ground floor.
The second floor will house the Club and Lodge
rooms and the third floor will contain a “Jinks
Hall” with stage, kitchen and other accommoda-
tions for entertainment purposes. -

Yale Students Help Elks
Entertain Hospital Patients

An unusually fine entertainment under au-
spices ?f the New Haven (Conn.) Past Exalted
Rulers’ Association was given at the Allingtown
Hospital. The talent was contributed entirely
by students of Yale University. The songs and
special music by the University Orchestra were
immensely enjoyed by the 200 patients at the
institution.

News Flashes
From Far and Near

Grand Exalted Ruler Masters has appointed
Arthur Flatau of Athens Lodge tobep]%istrict
-Deputy for the jurisdiction of Georgia North,
succeeding J. R. Dunson of La Grange Lodge,
resigned. . . . Minneapolis (Minn.) Lodge fra-
) ternally visited St. Paul Lodge and initiated

a large class. . . . Union Hill (N. J.) Lodge has
resolved that its new $500,000 Home shall be
made a Civic Center. Coincidently, Union Hill
has launched a campaign to increase its member-
ship to the 3,000 mark. . .. Eureka (Calif.)
Lodge is striving to establish a new record for
hospitality when the California State Association
meets next time. . . . Lima (Ohio) Lodge has
undertaken a May Music Festival. “Ten
Thousand for Charity” is the Lima slogan. . . .
Clarksville (W. Va.) Lodge rcaped a goodly re-
ward as a result of its three-evening minstrel
entertainment. . . . Qakland (Calif.) Lodge has
rejuvenated its famous Chink Team. Berkeley
Lodge enjoyed the first of the new series per-
formances. The added features scored im-
mensely. . . . New Orleans (La.) Elks took the
lead in raising $50,000 to assist the Salvation
Army: . . . Woodstock (Ill.) Elks contemplate

- Dysart, member of Jamestown

‘830,000 was realized by Cohoes (N. Y.)

(Continued from page 48)

the acquisition of a business building to be
remodeled for Lodge purposes. . . . Minot
(N. D.) Lodge takes active part in Community
Welfare Work. The annual Circus and Indoor
Carnival increased the Charity Fund hand-

somely. . . . TFort Worth (Tex.) Elks are plan-
ning a new building to adjoin their present Club-
house. . . . The Minstrel Troupe of William

and Mary College gave a performance under the
auspices of Hampton (Va.) Lodge for the benefit
of disabled soldiers. . . . Grand Chaplain John
(N. Y.) Lodge,
removes May 1st from Dubuque, Jowa, to Flint,
Mich., where he becomes Rector of a popular
Episcopal’ Church. ... . Waterbury (Conn.)
Elks celebrated Old Timers Night. Over 600
were on hand. . . . Ellensburg (Wash.) Lodge
has voted $60,000 and will immediately begin
construction of a mnew Temple. . . . Nearly
Lodge
from its Exposition and Bazaar. . . . Watson-
ville (Calif.) Lodge occupies its new quarters.
The Club-rooms are spacious and comfortable.
... Elks of Noblesville (Ind.) re-dedicated
their Home after extensive remodelling. . . .
It is expected that Portland (Ore.) Lodge will be
ready to dedicate its million-dollar Temple in
June during the celebration of the Rose Carnival.
" . Seattle (Wash.) Lodge is devising ways and
means for enlarging its Temple, the present
building being inadequate. . . . The Illinois
State Association will hold its convention in
Moline June 5-7. . . . Pine Bluff (Ark.) Lodge

ill soon occupy its mew Home. . .. Mexia
(Tex.) Elks have purchased.a new Club-house.
. . . Roanoke (Va.) Lodge has just spent
$20,000 refurnishing and improving its Club-
house, and is showing such a rapid growth that
members are considering an_addition to the
building. The initiation of a class of 200 carried
the membership over the 1,000 mark. Past
Grand Exalted Ruler Fred Harper was master of
ceremonies. . . . Through Secretary John N.
Fonk of Kenosha (Wis.) Lodge, No. 750, the wife
and family make inquiry for information as to
Daniel Hahn, missing since January 1, 1923.
... In a city of 5,150, Caldwell (Ohio) Lodge
has grown to 360 in nine months. . . . Water-
town (Wis.) Lodge, No. 666, introduced Hon.
Edward W. Miller, United States Attorney for
Eastern Wisconsin, and formerly District De-
puty, as orator premier at a dinner that con-
cluded the initiation of a large class of new mem
bers. . . . Moscow (Idaho) Elks celebrated

The Elks Ma.gazine

e Spreading Antlers

their thirtieth Anniversary with a three-section
program including a parade, a Past Exalted
Rulers Night and the initiation of 8o candidates.
... The great bell that in the old days called
Portland, Ore., firemen to duty, has been pre-
sented to the local Lodge by the city. It will
hang in a belfry of the new Club building. . . .
The volleyball team of Spokane (Wash.) Lodge
took the city championship by defeating the
Y. M. C. A. This means permanent possession
by the Spokane Elks of the beautiful Dixon-
Anderson trophy. . . . Columbus (Ohio) Elks
will hold their Charity Jubilee May 24-June 2.
«Ten Thousand for Charity” is the watch-
word. . . . The Fair put on by Hackensack
(N. J.) Lodge netted 323,000 for the building
fund. . . . The golf course opened by Columbus
(Ohio) Lodge is considered by experts to be one
of the best in this country. . . . Mechanicville
(N. ]J.) Lodge filled the local High School Audi-
torium for two nights with its “Minstrel Irolic.”
. . . Twenty-one Past Exalted Rulers of Nash-
vilte, Tenn., take active part in Lodge duties. . . .
Casper (Wyo.) Lodge, No. 1333, has organized
a division of Boy Scouts and donated its Home
for training purposes. . . Norfolk (Neb.) Lodge
initiated a class numbering more than 125....
Paterson (N. J.) Lodge paid a fraternal visit to
Brooklyn (N.Y.) Elks and witnessed an initia-
tion of a class of 230. . . . While no definite date
has been set, it has been tentatively agreed by
President John P. Murphy that the Minncsota
Elks State Asscciation will meet at Hibbing,
August 16, 17 and 18. . . . Fred B. Wright, Jr,,
chosen Exalted Ruler of Minneapolis (Minn.)
Lodge, is the third former service man to be -
elected to the office in four years, both Judges
Matt Baldwin and Frank Reed having also seen
service in the World War. . . . Niagara Falls
(N. Y.) Lodge visited Medina Lodge No. 898
and performed the initiatory cercmony and
enjoyed a rare entertainment. . . . The Band
and Drum Corps of Owatonna Lodge, youngest
of its class in Minnesota, will shortly appear in
new raiment as the result of a successful enter-
tainment given for that purpose. . . . Three
nights of an old-time minstrel show netted
Clarkshurg (W. Va.) Lodge a tidy sum for its
Charity Fund. . . . The remodeled Home of Bir-
mingham (Ala.) Lodge was christencd on the
thirty-fifth anniversary of the Lodge. . .
Danville (Ill.) staged the most successful
minstrel show in their history. A sum of $2,000
was set aside for a Christmas fund as a result.

Inside the Training Den.

More than once I have happened into a
menagerie house, to find the argga full of cat
animals and a trainer seemingly; nowhere about.
The animals were doing as they pleased, some
lolling in the spots of sunlight which came from
the high windows, others playing, still others
merely pacing. It was as though a recess had
been called at school and the teacher had de-
parted. Instead, however—he was hiding.

_ Hiding, and watching the animals with hawk-
ll.lke eagerness, as; left to themselves, they fol-
l;)kwed the dictates of their own likes and dis-
es. It was not a recess; on the contrary, it
:as one of the most important features of present
ay animal training, that of allowing the animals
themselves to choose their own acts! In other
words, the trainer was playing the part of a
‘hidden observer, watching his tawny charges,
:lt:grﬁ;:(:un his tunsf:en pé)int of vantage, learning
| e natures, and the thin, i
i frue todo. 3 things which they

Some animals are natural climbers and bal-
ancers; others are not. Weeks could be wasted
in an effort to teach a beast to walk a tightrope,
for instance, whenthe ggwer of balance simply
was not in his brain. So the trainer of to-day,
being a believer in efficiency, allows his animals
to volunteer for the various services of the per-
forming arena. During the recess time, in
which the animals are left to their own resources,
their every mannerism is catalogued. In their
play, for instance, it may be found that two

(Continued from page 17)

lions or two tigers will box each other in mock
fighting; two pals of the feline race that have
selected each other as playmates. Naturally,
there is fierce growling and a sprinkling of
flying fur. The trainer notes it al.lp—-and when
the show goes on the road, the audience gets a
thrill out of two great cats which leap at each
other in a seeming battle of death. For the
trainer has taken advantage of this play in-
stinct and made it a part of the show. The
audience doesn’t know that the big beasts are
growling and hissing in good humor, and
wouldn’t belicve it if the trainer said so.

ANOTHER animal will be found to havea love
for climbing and for balancing himself about
the thin rails of thearena. This is the beast which
becomes the “tight-rope walking tiger” or the
“J.eonine Blondin.” other will be a humor-
ist, cavorting about in comical fashion, and he
becomes the “onlay-y-y-y, living-g-g-g, breath-
ing-g-g-g cat clown in existence.” In fact, the
animal trainer has learned one great truth—that
animals have tempers, likes, dislikes, moods, frail-
ties and mannerisms just as a human has them,
and that the easiest way to present a pleasing
act isto take advantage of the natural ““ histrionic
talent” of the beast. For instance, on one of the
big shows was an “untamable lion.” Atthevery
sight of the trainer he would hiss and claw and
roar and appear obsessed with a mad desire to
eat that trainer aljive at the first opportunity.

His act was a constant thing of cracking whips,
of shouts, of barking revolver shots, and of
scurrying attendants outside the arena on the
alert every instant for the leap of death. Old
Duke, to tell the truth, seemed one of the fiercest
beasts that ever went into a steel arena. His
every mannerism carried the hint of death; he
hated humans-—you could sec the malevolent
glare in his eyes, the deadly threat of naked
teeth, the— |

By the way, did you ever play with a dog that
mocked fierceness? A dog that growled and
barked and pretended every moment that he
was going to take off an arm or a leg, while you
in turn pretended just as hard that you were
fighting for your very life? I once spent a half

‘hour with Old Duke in a cage so small that he

slapped me in the face with his tail every time
he turned around, and I didn’t even have the
customary buggy whip!

The explanation being simply the fact that it
was discovered early in Duke’s training days
that he was an animal humorist. Pompous ap-

earing, dignified in mien, yet possessed with a
unny streak, which the trainer soon recognized
and realized, Old Duke played his réle so ex-
cellently that upon his death a short time ago,
a large newspa%er published an editorial regard-
ing him—and the laugh that he, the lion, had on
1tlhe “smart” human beings who had watched
im!
«Tf Old Duke only had possessed a sleeve,”











































































