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Dear Members,

| want to begin by apologizing for not sending a Thanksgiving greeting or last month's newsletter. | hope each of you had
a joyful Thanksgiving, filled with laughter, love and the warmth of family and friends.

As we reflect on the past year, it's a good time to remember to be thankful not just for what we have, but for the virtues
we strive to live by charity, justice, brotherly love, and fidelity. These are the values that guide us both in our lodge and in
our daily lives.

| also want to take a moment to sincerely thank each of you. Your generosity with your time, your efforts, and your
support in all aspects of the lodge make everything we do possible. Your dedication is truly appreciated and never goes
unneoticed.

As we move into the holiday season, | wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy Mew Year. Let's continue to honor
the obligations we've taken and give our best to the lodge, our community, and each other. Together, we can make the
coming year even brighter.

God bless you and your families, and here's to a happy. healthy, and fulfilling holiday season!

Fraternally,
Troy Schantz
Exalted Ruler
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2025- 2026 LODGE OFFICERS

Exalted Ruler
Esteemed Leading Knight
Esteemed Loyal Knight
Esteemed Lecturing Knight
Esquire
Chaplain
Inner Guard
Tiler
Secretary
Treasurer

Troy Schantz
Dan Simons
Andrew Conners
Pamela Knipe
Charles Kinsky

Maureen DeStefano DDGER
Teia Horney (PER)

2025-2026 Lodge Committees

Accident & Prevention—

Americanism— Dan Simons / 610-349-1087

Army of Hope— Patrice DeStefano PDDGER / 484-363-7550
Auditing—S. David DeStefano PSP / 610-864-0601

CP Legacy Trust— Tina Prucella / 484-576-3067
Community Activities— Andrew Conners / 505-659-7855
Drug Awareness- Pamela Knipe - 610- 291-8941

Flag Day- Jeff Mann / 484-686-0557

Government Relations— James Hunt / 215-859-2041
Grants - S. David DeStefano PSP / 610-864-0601
Haunted House / Andrew Conners / 505-659-7855
Hoop Shoot-S. David DeStefano PSP / 610-864-0601
Investigation— Charles Kinsky / 267-644-8952
Lapsation— Maureen DeStefano DSVP / 484-620-2093
Lodge Activities— Charley Kinsky / 267-644-8952

Major Projects- Angela Visintin / 610-585-2827
Membership— Maureen DeStefano DSVP / 484-620-2093
Memorial Service— Sean McMenamin (PER) / 610-960-1983
Natl. Foundation—John DeStefano / 484-363-3932
Newsletter— Maureen DeStefano DSVP / 484-620-2093
Orientation- James Hunt (PER) /215-859-2041

Public Relations— Pete Hand / 610-420-6970
Scholarship— Cathy Hunt (PER) / 610-331-1221

Soccer Shoot- James Hunt (PER) /215-859-2041

State Association-Stephen Teague PDDGER

Veterans Service- Patrice DeStefano PDDGER / 484-363-7550

Visitation- Carol Couch / 610-203-1425
Website— Charles Kinsky / 267-644-8952
Youth Activity— Janice Bruno / 610-960-0350

Trustees

1YR Patrice DeStefano PDDGER
2YR Richard Commo
3YR James Hunt PER
4YR Herman Bud Kelly PER
5YR James DeStefano PDDGER

PER Association

Brenda Shepperd —Chairperson
S. David DeStefano (PSP)
James DeStefano (PDDGER)
Harry J. Dean

Patrice DeStefano (PDDGER)
Stephen Teague (PDDGER)
Earl Harrison

Thomas Novitski

Sean McMenamin

Brian DeStefano

Teia Horney

Steve West

Christine West

Jeff Wright

Maureen DeStefano (DDGER)
Sara Clemente,

Herman (Bud) Kelly

Cathy Hunt

James Hunt

House Committee

Chairperson: Dan DeStefano, James Hunt (PER),
Tom Cannon, Greg Sacks ,Brenda Shepperd (PER)
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Links to Elkdom Register for our email group!!

HTTPS://WWW.ELKS.ORG/GRANDLODGE/FILES/2025.12PDF Get your Newsletter faster,

ELKS MAGAZINE ONLINE: HTTPS://WWW.ELKS.ORG/ELKSMAG/ONLINE
PENNSYLVANIA ELKS WEBSITE: HTTP: WWW.PAELKS.COM Lodge!
SUBMIT NEWSLETTER ARTICLES TO Do 50 by simply emailing

BRIDGEPORT.ELKS.714@GMAIL.COM Al e A
Address: 494 Ford Street Bridgeport PA 19405 With “Online Newsletter”
Facebook Page: Bridgeport Elks Lodge#714

Pay Dues On Line: HTTPS://www.elks.org/payonline

save paper and stay up to date
with relevant information about our

in the subject line.

TRUSTEES CORNER

Head of Trustees Cell

1yr. Patrice DeStefano —PDDGER 484-363-7550
Secretary

3yr. Jim Hunt —PER 215-859-2041
Accident Preventions

Vacant

4yr. Bud Kelly—PER 215-292-1548
Syr. Jim DeStefano —PDDGER 484-363-7549

We still have Trustee tickets to sell
Ask your bartender to purchase.
Stickets for $5— winnings $5.510. or $25.

If you see something unsafe around the lodge reach out to a
Trustee to have a look at to correct.

Past Exalted Ruler (PER) Corner

The past exalted ruler organization is in
place to advice and extend it’s counsel to all
lodge officers and committees, to make
recommendations for lodge committee
Join Us November 29 3pm to 7pm appointments and candidates for office, to
assist the Exalted Ruler, to engage in and

. make recommendations in other activities
Stop by the Drug Awareness Trailer on which will promote the good of the lodge

November 29 at Bridgeport Borough Hall and the order.
during the Annual Tree Lighting
celebration.

¥/}
RUG awp pryvpss ProGIA Y

Thank you everyone that participated in the

L q rt it Dinner from Mission BBQ.
earn, engage, and support community Look for the next Dinner being scheduled for

drug awareness efforts while enjoying this January.
festive event.
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For Information

Contact: Dan Simons
610-349-1087 S
bridgeport.elks.714@gma

2025 Theme

“What Does Service to Your Country Mean to the entrant.

Americanism Essay Rules

1. Atthe time of the Contest, eligible
participants must be Students
enrolled in on the these four
Divisions I-5th grade, II-6th grade,
I1I-7th grade or IV-8th grade.

2. Essay length is not to exceed 300
words.

3. Essay must be typed or legibly
printed in ink. Also, Essay must be
submitted as written (or typed) by

”

You

Community - Friendship -« Charity

join.elks.org

Attention Members:

The Southeast District is looking for interested members to help fill
positions of responsibility in the district and help lead and guide our
district in our benevolent and charitable endeavors. Interested
member who wish to fill officer position must be a PER in good
standing within the lodge, and committee chairpersons or trustees
need to be a member in good standing within the lodge. If interested
in filling one of these positions, please feel free to reach out to me ora
Past District Deputy in the lodge..

Steve Teague
Southeast District Secretary/Treasurer
610-952-0146 or stevegtea2 @yahooo.com

Welcome to Our
Newest Members

Joseph DiGiacomo
Christopher Turner
Jason Burt
Michael Calviello
Gabrielle Hunt
Colleen Scheuren
Jason Cianehetta
Rober DeStefano
Angela Hammond

4. Essay must be submitted for judging
to the Elks Lodge nearest to the
address of the Entrant

5. Participant must be identified by
name grade, school attending and
sponsoring Elks Lodge on the Essay.

It's time for Essay and Poster Contest.
The theme this year is
“Drugs Are A Grave Mistake “

Poster contest open to 3rd, 4th, and 5th
grade students.

Deadline to return posters to Bridgeport
lodge for judging is January 16, 2026

Essay contest open to 6th, 7th, and 8th
grade students.

Deadline to return essay to Bridgeport lodge
for judging is January 16, 2026

There is also video contest for pre high and
high school students.
Deadline to return video is January 6, 2026

For full contest rules contact Pam Knipe at
6102918941 or pamk215@msn.com

elks.org

Community « Friendship + Charity fzéﬁ
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ElkS For information about ENF

National Contact John DeStefano 484-363-3932
Foundation Email :bridgeport.elks.714@gmail.com

WAYS TO GIVE

Online.
Visit elks.org/enf and click the red heat to give through our website. It’s safe and secure.

By Mail.
Sen us a gift by completing the donor card. Mail to the address on the brochure.

Monthly Sustaining Gift
Establish an automatic monthly gift to the ENF by credit card or direct debit through the ENF’s online donation form.

This is the easiest way to support the ENF year-round.

Matching Gift or Payroll Deduction.
Double your donation through a matching gift or consider payroll deductions through you employer. Some companies

match gifts from retirees!

QCDs

Learn how people ver 70.5 years old can use their IRA’s to maximize their charitable impact and lessen tax burdens.
Planned Gift. Leave your legacy. Visit gifs such as bequest, gifts of life insurance and gifts of appreciated stock

The ENF is a public, non-profit, tax-exempt corporation as described in Section 501 C3 of the Tax Reform Act of 1959.
Donations to the ENF,INC. are deductible for the federal income and estate tax purposes.

Bridgeport Elks Lodge #714 Shoot
will be held Saturday December 20th at 9am
Location Upper Merion Community Center

Eligibility

1. A contestant may only enter one Lodge Hoop Shoot contest.

2. Contestants must be at least 8 and no older than 13 as of April 1, 2026, In
order to participate.

3. Regarding =ligibility, the Director is responsible only for ensuring that the
contestant competes in the correct age-group. Use the Age-Group calculator
on the Hoop Shoot website elks.org/hoopshoot to verify age-group
assignments before your contestants compete. Contestants who shoot in
the wrong age-group will be disqualified.

4_As the Hoop Shoot tournament progresses, contestants may not switch
divisions and may not skip levels of the competition. In order to be eligible
to advance to the next level of competition, a contestant must have
participated in and won the previous level.
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NEWSLETTER BUSINESS BOOSTERS

CUSTOVI PAINTING
& PROPERTY SOLUTIONS LLC

AUTO SERVICE 2“3& T h- 6608,

SINCE 1972 mjspainting@verizon.net

LYHOUTH=
wscrecomucrns | FLEET

¢4¢ 20001

B.P. ORDER OF ELKS

3 BALL AT 3:00

Apply For Your ELKS Plate
Please contact:
Teresa Black at our State Office

First Friday
Social Room Hours Bingo
Friday 5pm-11pm December 5th 7pm  come join us on Sunday’s!

Saturday 4pm-9pm
Sunday Noon-7pm

£/ Care - £/4 Share

for some pool action
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 Lodge 5 Bingo 6 Children’s
Meeting 7pm Christmas
7pm Party
10 am
7 Memorial 8 9 Orientation IO 11 2 Adullt 13
Service 7pm Christmas
1lam Initiation Party
3Ballat3 Following 7 pm
14 3Ballat3 15 16 17 18 19 20 Hoop
Christmas Shoot
Carroling 9am
5pm
2] 3Ballat3 27 23 24 25 Merry 26 27
Christmas
28 3Ballat3 29 30 31

ki

b ek bdd &

LA 1
12-03 William Bynes
12-04 Maureen DeStefano
12-05 Theodore Biddy
12-06 Donna Dobbs
12-07 Ken Depaolantonio JR
12-07 Joan Holmes
12-07 John Varley
12-10 Kurt Gale
12-11 Margaret Latko
12-12 Barbara Connelly
12-14 Michael DiFiore
12-14 Sean McMenamin
12-14 Robert Wrzenski
12-15 Harry Dean

-
s

W
12-16 Lucia Bean
1217 James Barker
12-19 Charles Stemple 3+
12-21 BillLeahy

12-22 Rick Pearson
12-22 Christopher Turner
12-23 Mary Tluczek
12-25 Dominic Gregorio
12-25 Robert McKern
12-26 Robert DeStefano
12-26 Ceceila Saverase
12-27 Harrison Grove
12-28 Omar Mendoza
12-20 Daniel Diesinger
12-31 Patrick Reilly

ELKS Annual Memorial Service

Sunday December 7th at 11AM

Honoring Our Member

that has past this year

Barbara A. Schmidt




