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Dues are due! 
   Just a reminder...2026-2027 dues are due no later than 

March 31st. I’ve been told your key card will not allow 

entrance into the Lodge nor to any events in the Lodge 

after that time. 

   We’re asking any Member who is contemplating not 

renewing his/her membership to please complete a Demit 

form. 

   If you have filed a Demit and then wish to reinstate, see 

page 3 for further information. 

   If your are dropped for non-payment, contact the Secre-

tary within 60 days. 

 

CLARK FORK VALLEY ELKS NO, 2757 

WINTER BUSINESS HOURS: 

Tuesday—Friday                                   Noon—6 p.m. 

WINTER KITCHEN HOURS: 

Non-Meeting Nights                              Noon—6 p.m.              

Lodge Meeting Nights (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) 

                                                           Noon—5:30 p.m. 

 

Exalted Ruler’s Message 

Hello Fellow ELKS, 

   It has been a wonderful honor 

to have been your Exalted Ruler 

for this last year.  

   I want to thank everybody for 

their help and contribution to the 

ELKS Lodge. Thank you to all 

my Officers for their time and 

help. Congratulations to the new 

Officers coming in.  

   Thank you to all ELKS Mem-

bers for everything. I hope to see 

everyone at the Lodge soon. 

Thank you again. 

Exalted Ruler. 

STEVE MILLER 

Members have elected… 

   Members who were present at the February 24th Lodge meeting elected the 

following officers to represent us: 

 Exalted Ruler   Michelle Blackstone 

 Leading Knight   Curt Kegel 

 Loyal Knight   Jon Wakefield 

 Lecturing Knight   Blaine Blackstone 

 Secretary   Earlene Powell 

 Treasurer   Denise Dwyer 

 One-Year Trustee  Charlie Munday 

 Two-Year Trustee  Richard Vincent 

 Three-Year Trustee  Kim Hofland 

 Alternate Representative 

    To Grand Lodge  Charlie Munday 

   Actually, Charlie and Richard were not elected, but were moved up. All other 

officers and committee Members will be appointed by the Exalted Ruler. 

   New officers will be installed March 24th at 6:00 p.m. before the start of the 

regular meeting. The public is invited to this installation. 
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Looks like they’re having fun 

 

 

 

 

 
 

These pictures show Members and friends having a great time at the 

Valentine’s dinner and dance held February 13th. 

   Thanks, Tami for taking pictures once again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March birthdays 
03 Dave Helterline  12 Dwight Schwappe 

03 Bill Hillier   13 Allen Luckow 

03 Bruce Sindorf   14 Paige Waller 

05 Charles Manry  17 Gene Darby 

05 Larry Pritchard  18 Kim Sutherland 

06 Guy Farmer   20 Sandra Nemec 

06 Leon Helstad   25 David Douglas 

06 Cassandra Wilson  25 Richard Engel 

08 Larry White   25 Robert Worrell 

09 Brittany Galloway   27 Shyla Cisney 

                               27 Ginger Jantzen 

 

 

Message from Michelle   
Dear Elk Members.  

   As we head to our new 26-27 year, the need for your involvement 

is so important. My goal is to have the calendar for the entire year 

posted, along with the number of you awesome people needed to 

pitch in and help out.  Things to think about are the Beautification 

Days, Cinco de Mayo or…Kentucky Derby, the Yard Sale Event, 

Veterans Day, Operation Healing Forces, Huckleberry Festival (Huge 

need so I will be begging!), Christmas and so many fun things all 

year.  I think we’re going to need a bigger volunteer sign up sheet 

board!  With getting all of this out early and requesting that you all 

consider at least one event, we will hopefully be ahead of the 

game.  We will announce activities soon and will do everything we 

can to give everyone timely notice! Thank you. 

Michelle Blackstone 
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 Community Baby Shower 
By Kerri Cobb  

   Sanders County Community Baby Shower, hosted by the Clark 

Fork Valley Elks Lodge #2757 will be held Saturday, March 7th, 

2026.  This program is made possible by a Beacon Grant through the 

Elks National Foundation and Community support.    This is a won-

derful program benefiting infants and their families by creating a day 

of celebration.  There is a focus of literacy, connection, and fun!  We 

would love to have some of our Elks Members participate that day.  

We can use help decorating and setting up at 10am at the Lodge, sup-

porting the guests during the shower, and clean up help is always wel-

come.  Lunch will be provided by Valley Banks and we will start the 

shower at 12pm with lunch.     If our Members would like to donate 

baby items for the shower, a Baby Shower Registry has been set up 

on Amazon to make donating easy!  You can search Sanders County 

Community Baby Shower on your Amazon or Text Kerri Cobb 406-

849-0540 and request the link be sent to your phone. There are lots of 

great children’s books, baby blankets, clothing sets, diapers, wipes, 

bottles, and larger items if you are feeling really generous.  The items 

will be delivered directly to Kerri Cobb’s home and stored with all of 

the other gifts until the shower.  Last year we had 24 New Mom’s and 

25 Babies that we celebrated!  Some Mom’s brought family or a 

friend with them, and their other children, too.  It was a fun afternoon 

with lots of wonderful give away gift items.  Car Seats, Highchairs, 

Basinets, Pack N Play’s, Strollers, lots of children’s books, baby blan-

kets, bouncy chairs, diaper bags, baby monitors and each mom left 

with several baby items, a big box of diapers and wipes too.   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Last year we had 24 New Mom’s and 25 Babies that we celebrated!  

Some Mom’s brought family or a friend with them, and their other 

children, too.  It was a fun afternoon with lots of wonderful give away 

gift items.  Car Seats, Highchairs, Basinets, Pack N Play’s, Strollers, 

lots of children’s books, baby blankets, bouncy chairs, diaper bags, 

baby monitors and each mom left with several baby items, a big box 

of diapers and wipes too.   

Reinstatement of Membership 

   Statute 14.180. An unaffiliated Member whose name has been 

stricken from the Rolls of Membership for non-payment of dues, shall 

upon his application, if made within sixty (60) days thereafter, be 

reinstated as a Member in good standing in the Lodge upon payment 

of delinquent and current dues. 

   After sixty (60) days from the date of being stricken from the Rolls 

of Membership for nonpayment of dues, an unaffiliated Member may 

be reinstated upon application being read at a regular Lodge meeting, 

after being referred to the Fraternal Committee and, upon receipt of 

their report, voted on at the next regular meeting, by two-thirds of the 

votes cast. 

Hoop Shoot 
By Jens Jantzen 

   There were seven (7) schools that participated in this year’s Hoop 

Shoot: Thompson Falls, Trout Creek, Noxon, Superior, St. Regis, Hot 

Springs and Plains( 196 participants). Winners from District went to 

Polson and winners from Polson went to State.  

   State winners were Cooper Lily, Thompson Falls, 10-11 Girls; 

Palmer Revier, Plains, 12-13 Girls; and William Dawson, Plains, 12-

13 Boys. 

   From there they headed for Livingston, MT where Cooper finished 

3rd, William finished 4th and Palmer finished 2nd. 

   Thank you to volunteers from our Lodged who helped at the Hoop 

Shoot held at the Thompson Falls High School gym.  

     Thank you to all participants and volunteers for making this a suc-

cess! 
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POST #52 AMERICAN LEGION 

PO Box 1988 

Thompson Falls, MT 59873 

 

Post Meetings every 3rd Tuesday, 

March-December, 7:00 pm at the 

                             Clark Fork Valley Elks Lodge #2757 

 

 

Bill Beck, Commander                       PLN4109@blackfoot.net 

Ken Matthiesen, Adjutant              xfirstsergeant@yahoo.com        

 Continued on Page 5. 
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Lodge’s first “Lasagna Night in Italy 
By Peg Conklin 

   Italy came to Thomson Falls on Friday, February 27th. 

   Members and guests dined in a beautiful Italian-theme decorated 

atmosphere while enjoying Italian music and an authentic Italian 

meal. Our team enjoyed making this a well-executed evening, among 

all their hugs and laughter.  

   We sold over 60 dinners. A huge thank you goes out to everyone 

who came out and supported our Elks Lodge and to each of our vol-

unteers pictured above left to right: Bella Pardee, Tami Ingram, Jane 

Gallo, Peg Conklin, Shirley Hofland, Cindy Croft and Paul Gallo. 

 

Two of our Members added to MSEA 
    Two of our Lodge Members have been added to the Montana State 

Elks Association leadership. 

   One, Denise Taylor is running unopposed for District Deputy. The 

other, Beth Moore is currently serving as State Auditor for MSEA 

West District. 

   Congratulations to each of you!. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aid to volunteer fire departments 
   In the State of Montana there are 8,000 Volunteer Firefighters serv-

ing in over 380 Rural Volunteer Fire Departments who respond to 

emergencies in our small communities, 72% of these incidents are 

emergency medical services, fires, weather, explosions and other haz-

ardous situations. The firefighters must have the right equipment and 

training for the situation at hand.  

   Most departments depend on donations raised through community 

activities, they rarely receive funding from taxes and if they do, the 

tax base is too small to adequately equip and train them for all situa-

tions.  

   Montana Volunteer Fire Departments make up 83.6% of all Mon-

tana departments, 13.2% higher than the nationwide average. Grant 

money is intended to improve safety and efficiency for Rural Volun-

teer Firefighters by providing funding for “necessary” equipment and 

training. 

   Every Fall, the Montana State Major Project Committee supplies 

grant application forms and information to Lodges statewide that is 

then sent to fire departments in their jurisdiction in early September. 

Grant applications are due on December 31st and the committee an-

nounces grant awards at the MSEA Winter Meeting, usually the third 

week of January. Checks are sent to local Lodges shortly thereafter 

and they are personally delivered.to their local fire departments. 

 

Did you know? 
• Bananas are radioactive. Bananas contain potass- 

ium, and a small amount of that potassium is the 

radioactive isotope potassium-40. Eating one won’t 

hurt you, but enough bananas can technically set you 

off. 

• Octopuses have 3 hearts and blue blood 

• Turtles can breathe through their butts 

• Statistically, human bites far outnumber shark 

• Ants run organized wars 

• Humans glow in the dark. Your body 

• produces light through biochemical reactions, but it’s too faint for hu-

man eyes to see. You are technically glowing right now and no one ap-

preciates it. 
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 EVENTS/TIMES SUBJECT TO CHHANGE 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

 

CLOSED 

3 

All Day: Tacos 

Noon: Ladies’ 

Game Day 

4 

Antlers Meeting 

5 6 7 

Noon: Baby 

Shower (See pag-

es 3 & 5) 

8 Daylight 

Savings Time 

Begins 

9 

CLOSED 

10 

All Day: Tacos 

Noon: Ladies’ 

Game Day 

6:30 Lodge 

 

 

11 12 13 

4:00-7:00 St. Pat-

rick’s Dinner: 

Corned Beef & 

Cabbage by RT 

SERVED UNTIL  

7:00 

14 

 

9:00 District Depu-

ty Clinic in Polson 

15 16 

CLOSED 

17 St. Pat-

rick's Day 

Noon: Ladies’ 

Game Day 

7:00 American 

Legion 

Noon-6:00 (or 

until gone) Reu-

ben Sandwiches 

by Kegels, Jan 

Pitts & Shiela 

Vincent 

18 19 20 

First Day of 

Spring 

10-2 VA Service 

Officer at Lodge 

 

Fish Fry by Taylie 

21 

22 23 

CLOSED 

24 

All Day: Tacos 

Noon: Ladies’ 

Game Day 

5:15 Board 

6:00 Officers’  

Installation 

6:30 Lodge 

 

25 

 

6:00 Bingo 

 

 

26 27 

DEADLINE FOR 

NEWSLETTER 

INFORMATION 

28 

29 
Palm Sunday 

30 

CLOSED 

31 

All Day: Tacos 

Noon: Ladies’ 

Game Day 

 

    

March 2026 
EVENTS/TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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CLARK FORK VALLEY ELKS NO. 2757 

2519 Industrial Way; PO Box 1553 

Thompson Falls, MT 59873-1553 

Email: cfvelks2757@gmail.com 

Phone: 406-827-7770 

March 2026 

ADDRESSED TO ONE OF THE BEST PEOPLE ON EARTH 

2025-2026 OFFICERS/BOARD 

Exalted Ruler—Steven Miller, Jr. 

Leading Knight—Joe Donaldson 

Loyal Knight—Ruth Cheney 

Lecturing Knight—Jon Wakefield 

Secretary—Kenn Owen 

Treasurer—Beth Moore 

Tiler—Ann Donaldson 

Esquire—Christine Munday 

Chaplain—Nancy Brown 

Inner Guard—Larry “Doc” Milham 

Presiding Justice—Laura Dressel 

District Deputy—Jim Harter 

      (216) 389-0629 

2025-2026 TRUSTEES 

1 Year—Steve Miller, Sr. 

2 Years—Charles Munday 

3 Years—Richard Vincent 

 

 


