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Frenchman’s Night
Thursday, February 19th 
Chairman Tim Pellissier

Voting on Officers for 2026/2027 

Super Bowl at the Lodge 
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Join us in the Sky Lounge 
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8:00 pm 

Festivities begin at 1:00 pm 

Potluck! 
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Nomination of Officers for 2026/2027

Lodge Meeting

Lodge Meeting Initiation
P.E.R. FIZZ BRUNCH

Sunday, March 8, 2026
Fizzes served from 10:00 am to 11:00 am

Brunch served from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm
Cost: $25 per person

(includes fizzes and brunch)

Bloody Mary’s and Mimosas available
$5.00 per glass

All proceeds go to the fundraiser for our 
next Grand Exalted Ruler Tim Jaeger

Tickets available in the upstairs lounge or from any PER



EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE
Hello fellow members! I hope this message finds each of you well and in good spirits. As 
we move into February, I want to take a moment to reflect on our charitable activities during 
the past couple of months. One of the highlights has been our Leading Knight Challenge. 
Final figures are still being tallied, and we look forward to sharing the total results soon! 
Every member who participated, whether by helping, donating or attending an event, makes 
a difference and exemplifies our values of charity and service.

First Lady Jeannette and I wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who joined us 
for our New Year’s Eve Gala! Your attendance and fellowship made the celebration truly 
special.

Elk of the Month 
Janet Morales

Janet is part of the Bingo and Friday Night Dinner work crews. She can also be found 
helping at most of the Elks events. Janet donates her time and energy helping to make our 
Lodge successful. Janet is also a member of the Lodge Honor Guard and a proud Navy 
Veteran. Janet’s service is guided by positivity and reflects the true spirit of the Elks. I 
appreciate her commitment and hard work! 

Let’s keep serving and supporting one another as we move forward together.

Fraternally,

Jim Pacheco 
Exalted Ruler

FROM THE DESK OF THE SECRETARY
It is the time of year again where the yearly dues are to be paid BEFORE April 1st, 2026, and 
the amount is still $221.
Plus, some members may be thinking about a Transfer Dimit or an Absolute Dimit - please 
contact the Secretary before March 25, 2026. This is the deadline where all non-payments will 
be dropped for the 2025/2026 year.
Jane Lozano 
Secretary

THURSDAY NIGHT CHAIRS
We will be hosting a Thursday Night Chair Meeting on February 26, 2026, at 5:30pm, in the 
downstairs main dining area. Dinner will be provided.
For our Events & Activities Chairpersons we will be holding a separate meeting in March. 
The following members are recognized as Thursday Night Chairs:
Shawn Dwyer, Tommy Jaroszek, Tim Pellissier, Tom Roduner, Jeff Horta, Vern Warnke, Jesse 
Meraz, Susan Albertoni, Andrew Garcia, Dave Wells, Janet Appling, Jensen Pacheco, Matt 
Woods, Dennis Spurlock, Eddie Deldotto, Greg Moody, Mark Leigh, Bruce Erickson, Josh 
Pedrozo, Kenn Working, and Danny Fiahlo. (Apologies if we missed anyone-you are invited).
Our renowned DJ the DJ will be hosting our Karaoke Night in the upstairs lounge; hope you 
will join him afterwards!
Any questions or concerns please contact Maui (Scott Sakugawa) at 209-658-6836 or Ellen 
Burk at 209-769-9999.
Respectfully, 
Esteemed Leading Knight 
Ellen L. Burk

February 2026

Exalted Ruler
Jim Pacheco

Leading Knight
Ellen Burk

Loyal Knight
Vickie Munson

Lecturing Knight 
Dawn Williams

OFFICERS FOR 2025-2026
Exalted Ruler.............................. Jim Pacheco
Leading Knight..............................Ellen Burk
Loyal Knight...........................Vickie Munson
Lecturing Knight.................... Dawn Williams
Esquire......................... Miranda Hendrickson
Chaplain.....................................Bart Ramirez
Inner Guard............................ Robert Romero
Tiler..........................................Kenn Working
Secretary..................................... Jane Lozano
Treasurer................................ Len Samuelson
Organist.........................................Joyce Avila

Trustee1...................................Nancy Kissack
Trustee2................................... Ryan Williams
Trustee3.............................Donavan Sizemore
Trustee 4..............................Leonard Redwine
Trustee 5................................. Cyril Lawrence

Bulletin Editor.................................. Bill Gray
Club Manager..........................Jesse Reynolds
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Branch Manager
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NAME THAT ELK! 
By Alan Arnold

Merced Elks Park, located at 3600 Wardrobe Avenue, Merced, 
has a new elk statue to greet you upon entering Elks Park. His 
majestic stance can be intimidating but once you enter, he will 
keep you safe. He is friendly but saves his conversations for a 
very special few. He sadly confided to me that he does not have 
a name and asked if we could find one for him.
Let us name that Elk! You may add your entry at  
namethatelk@gmail.com. The contest is open to all Elks 
members and will end April 1st (no kidding!) The prize will be a week’s free stay at 
Elks Park.

CHILI VERDE FEED
Hello Members, I want to thank all of you who came out and purchased meals as well 
as doing the cooking. It was a great turnout as we have not done one of these for several 
years. For me seeing familiar faces in the alley was great! We raised approximately 
$1,200 towards a goal to power wash and clean the windows of the entire Lodge. The 
rest of the cost will be paid by a donor and the Lodge building fund. If we get more 
feedback, we could do another feed someday. 
I would like to thank – Corey and Kristy Bates, Scott (Maui) Sakugawa, Danica Perry, 
Greg and Misty Alonzo, Andrew Garcia, Ricky Sapien, Bob Dal Porto, Sean Studley, 
Barbara Laurenco, Kim Vance, and yours truly.
Mark Leigh, PER 

February 18, 2026
At the Downstairs Bar 

Price:  $25 
Starts at 6:00 PM 

WWee  wwiillll  bbee  mmiixxiinngg  uupp  aa  SSttrraawwbbeerrrryy  LLeemmoonnaaddee,,  aa  PPeeaarr--aaddiissee,,  aanndd  aa  
CChhooccoollaattee  CCoovveerreedd  CChheerrrryy..    YYoouu  ccaann  aadddd  tthhee  $$55  MMyysstteerryy  SShhoott  iiff  yyoouu  ddaarree..  

PPlleeaassee  bbrriinngg::  SShhaakkeerr  ttiinn,,  mmuuddddlleerr  aanndd  MMaarrttiinnii  ggllaassss!!  

PPlleeaassee  RRSSVVPP  ttoo   pbelmontes121@gmail.com.  
See you there! 



PURPLE PIG

Thank you to the following members for turning in their Purple Pigs and donating to 
the State Major Project in January: 

We also thank our Lodge members for their generous anonymous donations.

A big shout out to Bob and Cathi Schwabel who 
returned a uniquely modifi ed Purple Pig, adding 
creativity and fun to this year’s Leading Knight 
Challenge. Not all Purple Pigs come back the 
same—this one added more coins and personality to 
the drive!

The Le Grand 4-H Club, in appreciation of the support the Lodge has given 
them, recently participated in a Purple Pig Drive. 4-H members took empty 
pigs and brought them back full, turning a simple act into an admirable 
demonstration of generosity! Their collections were credited to the Leading 
Knight Challenge and their eff orts helped advance the Elks’ charitable work. We 
commend the Le Grand 4-H Club for their display of youth leadership, kindness 
and civic responsibility. Their eff orts refl ect credit upon themselves, their 
organization and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

We sincerely appreciate everyone who contributes to the Purple Pig. Thank you 
for your generosity.

Fraternally,

Jeannette Pacheco
Chairman

February 2026The Antlers Speak

William Glaser
Bob Hinson
Patrick Fitzpatrick

Richard Zeunges 
Denise Sawyer 
Celeste Rohrback

Brett Spinelli
Bob and Cathi Schwabel
Charli McCord

Ernie Ochoa
Realtor®  |  DRE #01247053

(209) 704-SOLD (7653)
ErnieOchoa15@gmail.com
www.ErnieOchoa.com

3319 M Street
Merced, CA 95348

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated.

Hablo Espanól Commercial Division Manager
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NEW YEAR’S EVE GALA
Celebrating a Memorable New Year’s Eve Event.  It was a fantastic success, with  
everyone enjoying the lively atmosphere, great food, and festive celebrations—a night 
to remember!

SAVE THE DATE!!!
March 5th - Old Timers’ Night - Voting

March 19th - Irishman Night 
March 21st - Initiation

March 28th - Installation of Officers



December  2025

FEBRUARY FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER
February 6th – Chicken Fried Steak & Basa
February 13th – Parmesan Calamari & Meatloaf
February 20th – Salmon & Chicken Marsala
February 27th – Baby Back Ribs & Tilapia

Friday Night DINNER: It is recommended to please call Club Manager Jesse 
Reynolds at 209-769-8068 by NOON on Friday that week.

MERCED ELKS PARK SCHOLARSHIP
By Alan Arnold, Elks Park Scholarship Chair
Merced Elks Park Scholarships are now open to qualifying students who are graduating 
seniors and those continuing their studies. They must be related to an Elk member, e.g. 
parent, aunt, uncle, or grandparent.  We will be off ering $1,000 to four students studying 
technical fi elds such as agriculture, electrical, carpentry, welding and nursing. 

Please contact Alan Arnold for applications at arnoldconstructs@comcast.net. 

BINGO VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Building Fund for Bingo is looking for volunteers to cook 
once a month, every Tuesday from 5pm to 8pm. You will 
be trained to cook hamburgers, hot dogs, french fries and 
other food merchandise. Please give Kathy Francis, Bingo Kitchen Chairman, a call 
at 209-201-9885.
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SPACE 
AVAILABLE
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OLD TIMERS
Old Timers’ Night will be on March 5, 2026, at our lodge meeting night.  Please 
remember pins are given out starting the 25th year and then in 5-year increments.
25 Year Pin
Mike Anderson
Loring R. Astorino
Clark Bird
John DeAnda
Daniel Fuentz
John Garcia
Michael J. Harris
Scott Heff ner
Darren Ingraham
Kirk P. McCarty
Jarrod Pimentel
Greg Ramirez
Daniel H. Sabol
Mark S. Schrieber
Manuel V. Soares Jr.
Larry Sterling
30 Year Pin
Jack Chapman
Erwin R. Davey
James R. Greer
Luxon Clark Kellogg
Nathan Lewis
Daniel S. Smith
Robert Torres

35 Year Pin
Robert Y. Dinuzzo
Charles B. Fennessy
John E. Larson
Mark McAuley
Steve Obad
Tim Pellissier
Jimmy Porta
Tim Ragsdale
Gus Scoto
Arlan Thomas
40 Year Pin
Steven Beutel
Mark V. Bueno
John E. Burk
Joseph M. Pedrozo
45 Year Pin
Michael D. Bettencourt
Peter J. Camarda
Dennis G. Clark
Gary Edmondson
Randall A. Ferguson
Donald G. Gamble
Ronald C. Gamble
Jim Hicks

45 Year Pin Cont. 
Charles A. Meyer
Maxwell Norton
Dean H. Stickles
John G. Sullivan
Larry S. Thompson
Bob Treanor
Thomas F. Valenta
Cliff ord R. Vierra
50 Year Pin
Robert S. Acker
Dan B. Banks
Rod Brawley
John L. Chapman
Philippe J. Favier
Tony Galan
James F. Herrera
Daniel P. Hong
Gary H. Parker
Rory S. Randol
Steven E. Tatum

55 Year Pin
Robert Wm. Carpenter 
Jerry Decknick 
Frank A. Fagundes 
John T. Farnsworth 
Richard A. Kleiman 
William R. Midboe 
John Presol Jr. 
Richard D. Wolf 
60 Year Pin 
Gerald Hunt
Robin Ingraham
65 Year Pin
Earl Welch
70 Year Pin
Bruce J. Gabriault

Recognition
72 Years
Almo Lorenzi



April 2023
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LODGE COMMITTEE DIRECTORY
Accident Prevention Committee  Ryan Williams 209-769-2639
Activities Committee Jane Lozano 209-617-9677
Americanism Committee PER Raelene Pritchard 209-380-4214
Auditing Committee PER Raelene Pritchard 209-380-4214
Bequest Living Trust Committee PER Clint Moore 209-761-6801
Drug Awareness Committee 209-723-1240
Elks Memorial Day Committee 209-617-1800
Elks National Foundation Committee 209-261-9187
ENF Grants 209-723-1240
Flag Day Committee 559-362-5556
Fraternal Committee 209-631-0868
Government Relations Committee 209-261-7770
Historian Committee 209-777-0074
Hoop Shoot Committee 209-631-2316
Lapsation Committee 209-481-3215
Lodge Activities Committee 209-617-9677
Membership Committee 209-769-2639
PER Association 209-777-0074
Public Relations 209-617-9677
Ritualistic Committee 209-756-3070
Scholarships Committee 209-769-0930
Soccer Shoot Committee
Standing Relief Committee 209-631-0868
State Major Project Committee 209-564-2138

559-362-5556Veteran’s Service Committee
Youth Activities Committee 

PDDGER Dr. Donald Gumm 
Bart Ramirez
Len Samuelson 
PDDGER Dr. Donald Gumm
Kenn Working
ER Jim Pacheco 
PER John Cale 
PER Jeff Horta 
Patty Brown
PER Candy Soares 
Jane Lozano
Ryan Williams
PER Jeff Horta 
Jane Lozano 
PDDGER Dave Wells 
Harlan Dake 
Vacant
ER Jim Pacheco
Jeannette Pacheco 
Kenn Working
PER Clint Moore 209-761-6801
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BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRUARY
1
Erwin R. Davey
Jennifer Nordman
Kelly Soernsen
2
Marcus Arellano
Jeff Clarke
Gerald Moore
Tony Turgeon
3
David Peter Fuentes
Barbara Hart
Warren L. Horal
Richard Soriano
4
Dario Avila
Ralph W. Jones
Robert Scoble
Roxanne Tolleson
5
Frederick F. Farnham III
Michael J. Harris
6
Gerald E. Dover
Marcus Metcalf
Rob Shwabel
Larry Waggerman
7
Abel Lopez
Ariel Miramontes
8
Michael Bell
Daniel Castro
Gregory Hermosille
9
Roger A. Ashlock
Edward Macha
Luis Sevilla
Doris J. Tan

10
Jonathan Bair
Larry Demelo
Kathy Francis
Dennis P. Gomes
Elmer Gudgel
Richard Moore
Thomas E. Murphy
Henry N. Strength
11
George L. Rouse Jr.
Ashley Verna
12
James W. Buttrey
Stefanie Caldie
Leslie Chapman
Frank J. Coderniz
Bruce I. Erickson
James Miller
Sherilyn Stone
13
Wallace Bowers
Curtis Boyenga
Gary Frago
Eddie Franks
Robert Mora
14
Ruben Benabente
Maria Caudillo
Gary Courtney
Justin Robinson
Teresa Strube
Frank Trinca
15
Chuck Bookout
George Casebier
Marvin Nunes
Judi Stevenson
Roger Valladao

16
Ernest D. Fausone
Jeff Gonzales
Larry Hendricks
Julie Tanzillo
Shawn Viveiros
Cheryl Waite
17
Joe Leroy Baird
Melvin De Roza
Scott Oliver
William Walls
18
Samson Arzamendi
Kristy Ann Bates
John H. Carter
Norman S. Covert
Patrick Grattan
Jerry Johnson
Marc Medefind
Sal Moreno
19
Mark V. Bacciarini
Jeff Webber
20
Joe D. Ewing
Jeffrey Pavey
Jeff P. Pennington
Ryan Pierce
21
Candance Bartholomew
Brad Le Duc
John Dee McKim
Daniel P. Murphy
22
Karen Marques
Bobbie Diane Ratzlaff

23
Matthew John Blake
Rod Brawley
Alejandro Nava
John Prader
24
Jason Bakken
David Crain
Darren Ingraham
Nancy Mellow
Steve Wood
25
Edward Benes
John T. Farnsworth
Doug Forte
Rudy G. Perez
26
Michael Altomare
Timothy Benson
Jerod Kuhr
27
Michael Keith
Glen Mauzy
Isadore Rocha
28
Mike Buendia
Jessie Flores
Michael D. Kemps
Terry Silva
Benny Thorp
Theodore Werner



FEBRUARY 2026

22 23 24 25 26 28

1 2 3 4

7    

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

SKY LOUNGE OPEN

LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM
SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM

27

PARMESAN CALAMARI
& MEAT LOAF

FRENCHMAN NIGHT 
CHAIRMAN: TIM PELLISSIER
LODGE MEETING 8PM
VOTING ON OFFICERS
 FOR 2026/2027

LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM

2 3 4 5
LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM

6

LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM
SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM

TRUSTEE MEETING 6PM
HOUSE COMMITTEE 7PM
BOARD MEETING IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER HOUSE MEETING

MARCH 2026

TRUSTEE MEETING 6PM
HOUSE COMMITTEE MEETING 7PM
BOARD MEETING FOLLOWING 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER HOUSE 

ST. PATRICK’S NIGHT
CHAIRMAN JEFF HORTA
AWARDS NIGHT
LODGE MEETING 8PM

KARAOKE

CHICKEN FRIED STEAK
& BASA

LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM
SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM

LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM
SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM

LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM
SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM

LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM
SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM

LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM
SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM

BABY BACK RIBS 
& TILAPIA

SPECIAL NEEDS 
BINGO/VALENTINE 
DANCE

CRAB FEED

MIXOLOGY

1

THURSDAY NIGHT DINNER - PER'S
CHAIRMAN: JEFF HORTA
LODGE MEETING/INITIATION 8PM
NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS
2026/2027

SUPER BOWL
SUNDAY

DAYTONA NASCAR
ER/LEADING KNIGHT 
CLINIC 9AM
CENTRAL DISTRICT 
CHAIRMAN CLINIC 11AM
TRACY LODGE

LODGE WILL BE OPEN 
REGULAR HOURS

BLOOD DRIVE 
DONATION - 3PM TO 6PM

LINE DANCING

LINE DANCING

OLD TIMER'S NIGHT
CHAIRMAN TOM RODUNER
LODGE MEETING 8PM
VOTING ON NEW CANDIDATES 

PARMESAN CALAMARI
& MEAT LOAF

CHICKEN FRIED STEAK
& BASA

ORIENTATION

LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM
SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM

MIXOLOGY INITIATION

CHICKEN MARSALA

CHICKEN MARSALA

11:00AM-4:30PM

11:00AM-4:30PM

11:00AM-4:30PM

11:00AM-4:30PM

11:00AM-4:30PM

11:00AM-4:30PM

11:00AM-8:00PM




