FEBRUARY
2026

Message from the Exalted Ruler, Mike Betenbaugh

To everyone at Houston Elks Lodge 151, thank you for all your efforts to make
events occur at your Lodge this Elk year. What we do as Elks for our veterans,
first responders, and members of our community means a lot to them. Can we do
more? Indeed, we can, when we recognize that there is a need that needs to be
paid attention to.

February within the Elk year is a significant month. During February the
members of every Lodge in the order will be conducting nominations and elections
for elected officers for the Elk year 2026-2027. If you are interested in becoming an elected officer
please let your intentions be known. The same applies to being an appointed officer. But keep in
mind that an officer position has a commitment to fulfill. Please assure yourself that you can fulffill
that commitment to your Lodge.

The first Tuesday of February your Past Exalted Rulers will be conducting the meeting. During
that meeting the long opening and closing of the meeting will be conducted. | know that many of our
newer members have not seen the longer version of the opening and closing of a meeting. Please
plan to attend that night.

Also, in February we will have a Friends of 151 Casino night. Please refer to the calendar, and
to the What's Happening this week for updates.

| will close this article by saying that the volunteer of the Month for January is
Robert Beaver. Thank you, Robert, for everything you do for our Lodge.

Fraternally,
Mike Betenbaugh
Exalted Ruler

Volunteer for the month of FEBRUARY

Robert Beaver
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From the Office of the Secretary

It's that time of year when we select our Lodge leaders for the coming year. If you are
interested in becoming an officer of our Lodge, please get in touch with one of our PERS
to make sure that you know what obligations that you will be assuming as an officer of the
Lodge.

| have sent out letters to all of the delinquent members of the Lodge to inform them that they will be dropped
from the membership rolls of our Lodge prior to March 31%. The list is available at the Lodge, so if you see
someone that we may be able to save as a member please help us.

Our Sweetheart and Activities Chairman Tereza Finch has planned a lot of fun things, so watch the calendar
and emails and please come out and support these events.

Hope to see you at the Lodge soon.
Sincerely and fraternally,

Jim Grissom

Lodge Secretary

Area Special Representative
Texas Gulf Coast District

From the Sweetheart

February is a month full of love, and we’re kicking it off with Steak Night on February 6th! Join us for a fun
evening filled with drawings and raffles.

Please remember that all raffle proceeds go to the Texas Elks Camp for Special Needs Children.

V%

We also have several exciting activities coming up in the months ahead, so be sure to keep an eye out for
announcements. Sweetheart Dinners are held on the last Tuesday of each month, with the menu
announced the week prior.

| am asking our members for help with our 2nd Annual Kids’ Barbecue on April 11th. If anyone is inter-
ested in donating small barbecue pits, please let me know. They can be purchased at Walmart

for $19.97 and are called the Expert Grill Portable Charcoal Grill. This will be the main activity for the
lodge that day. | will also be serving a meal for the public to purchase, with details to be announced

later. Children under 8 years old eat free. I'm looking for 20-25 kids to participate, so if you have some-
one in mind, please reach out to me.

As my time serving as Sweetheart comes to an end in June, | hope to host as many events as possible—
public barbecues, auctions, kids’ game days, and more. Stay tuned for all that’s still to come!

Thank you,
Theresa
Sweetheart
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Bob Englander

Serena Goetsch

Cindy Rowland

Rachel Agriesti
Larry Lister
Bill Flournoy

Dorthy, Mother of Teresa Finch

Frank Duffy

Passing of the Step Mother of Dennis Finch
Passing of the Son of Joyce Arnold, David Arnold

The passing of our beloved Brother...

Tom Player
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To our FEBRUARY Members

02
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28

Victorianna Buentello
Kevin W. Dunlap
Scott Gillentine
Kurt Knop

Lynda L. Greene
Dennis Finch
Dawnna Stemmer
John L. Lee
Joseph Stonecypher
Monique Carlisle
Truly Peterson
Cynthia Ann Dingas
Kara Gail Leos
Paul Hopson

Terrie Lynn Wetz
Greg Truitt

Robert Ybarra
Robert E. Hood
Daniel McGettrick
Porter D. Barnum
Don Cullum

Sharon Lindesay Spears

James R. Haacker
Jo Ann Ortiz
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Watch for email and Facebook updates and the weekly “What’s Happening”

FEBRUARY 2026
Feb. 3
Feb. 4
Feb. 6
Feb. 7
Feb. 7
Feb. 7
Feb. 8
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 20
Feb. 21
Feb. 22
Feb. 24
Feb. 27
Feb. 28

MARCH 2026
Mar. 6

Mar. 11
Mar. 14
Mar. 20
Mar. 21

Mar. 27
Mar. 28
Mar. 31

APRIL 2026
Apr. 3

Apr. 4

Apr. 18-19

Lodge meeting—PER Night 7pm
Veteran Committee Mtg 6pm Steak Night 6pm
Steak Night 6pm

Friends of 151 meeting Noon

GC District Hoop Shoot in Galveston
Navasota Lodge Dedication 4pm
Souper Bowl Cook Off

BOD & HC meeting 6:30pm

Friends of 151 Casino Night 6:30pm
ENF Dinner 6:30pm

Veterans Event Noon

Kids Community Event

Sweetheart Dinner 6pm

Friends of 151 Dinner 6pm

Veterans First Responder Breakfast

Steak Night 6pm

BOD & HC meeting 6:30pm

Officer Training at Navasota Lodge
ENF Dinner 6:30pm

PER Reverse Draw Dinner Event 6pm
Friends of 151 Dinner 6pm

Kids Hamburger Cook Off
Sweetheart Dinner 6pm

Steak Night 6pm
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 10am
GC District Interlodge, VP, & DD meetings at Galveston Lodge

Lodge Meeting every Tuesday 7pm
Wednesday Wings n Things 5pm—6pm
Thursday BINGO 7pm (gates open at 6pm)
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Thank you Capt. Jack and First Mate Earleen for the delicious Fish Fry!
You and your Team did an awesome job

Thank you to our new Member Shawn Desjardins for installing and helping to create the new
antlers on our ER and Leading Knight Chairs.
The antlers were made by a student of Shawn’s with a 3D printer
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Always having FUN at 151!
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Get your winning ticket now. See any Houston PER

Published Monthly
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LODGE OFFICERS 2025-2026

Exalted Ruler Mike Betenbaugh, PER

Est. Leading Knight Cindy Rowland

Est. Loyal Knight Susan Midyett

Est. Lecturing Knight Troy Lynn Betenbaugh
Secretary Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASR
Treasurer Renay Bennett, DDGER
Tiler Terrie Wetz

Esquire Robert Marshall

Chaplain Velia Stroud

Inner Guard George Gomez

Vocalist Joy Olmos. PDDGER
1-Year Trustee Martha Gutierrez

2-Year Trustee Sally DiPalma, PDDGER
3-Year Trustee Ann Grissom

4-Year Trustee Chuck Dingas

5-Year Trustee Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL

COMMITTEE CHAIRS/COORDINATORS 2025-2026

Accident Prevention Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL
Americanism David Rawlins

Auditing & Accounting Andy Mishaga, PSP, Earline Grabbe, George Eggleston
Bar Manager Ann Grissom

Bingo Joy Olmos, PDDGER
Community Activities Terry Finch

Dinner Committee Troy Lynn Betenbaugh

Drug Awareness Richard Novak Jr.

Elks Memorial Day Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL
Elks National Foundation Susan Midyett

Elks Special Services Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL
Flag Day Lowell Neinast PER, PVP, Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR
Fraternal Comm. Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR
Friends of 151 Sue O’Neil & Karen Schulz
Government Relations John Atwood, SDGER,

Hoop Shoot Ken Boyd PDDGER

Kitchen Manager Greg Lindsey & David Rawlins
Lodge Activities Terry Finch , Susan Midgett,
Lodge Bulletin Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL
Lodge Sweetheart Terry Finch

Membership Lowell Neinast, PER
Membership Retention Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASR
Veterans Service Chuck Dingas

PER Association Jack Grabbe, PER

Public Relations Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL
Scholarship Cindie Pridy, PER, Earline Grabbe, Susan Midyett
Ritual Lowell Neinast, PER, PVP
Special Services—All Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL
Standing Relief Comm Mike Betenbaugh, PER

State Major Project Terry Finch

TECSI Grants Sally DiPalma, DL, PDDGER

Lodge Hours of Operation
Monday - Closed

Tuesday - opens 4:00 pm
Wednesday - opens 4:00 pm
Thursday - opens 4pm
Friday - opens 4:00 pm
Saturday - open only when there is an event planned
Sunday - opens at Noon
Lodge hours subject to change for special events and will close at the discretion of the bartender.
Look for updates on Facebook and E-Blasts
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