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          FEBRUARY / MARCH  2026  

 M ESSAGE  FROM  THE  EXALTED  RULER  
 

What a year it has been! As we come down to the last weeks of the 2025-26 fraternal year, I 
would like to reflect on some of the successes of this last year. 
 

We started the year with 429 members and as of today, we have 470 members. Our lapsation list 
includes only 19 members who have not yet renewed for the current year. We have a number of 
candidates in process to become members before the end of this lodge year. Continue to 
encourage your friends and family to become a part of our Elks family. 
 

As you know, there are many activities under the banner of ENF. In addition to the Fidelity Club, 
there are the Scholarship Programs, Drug Awareness, Veterans, Scouting, Hoop Shoot, Soccer 
Shoot, Americanism and Scholarships. 

 
A big thanks goes out to the Veterans team. This group has provided amazing service and opportunities to Veterans in our 
community. Bingo, haircuts, hot meals and Welcome Home Kits are just some of the activities this year. 
 
Drug Awareness information was provided at every youth activity this year. Our Girl Scouts continue to provide their high 
level of support to the lodge, serving at Fish Fry, Breakfast and other lodge events. The Americanism Essay Contest is 
wrapping up with our local winners being submitted to the district. We hosted a successful Hoop Shoot and the first Soccer 
Shoot. Thank you to all the volunteers that made these programs happen. We truly could not have done any of this without 
you. 
 
Donations to ENF and CHEMPI (Purple Pig) continue to be strong. It is not too late to be a recurring donor for either or both 
programs. You will also have an opportunity to donate with your membership renewal. 
 
To all the members who have worked behind the scenes for Fish Fry, Breakfast, Bingo and more ς Thank You! 
 
In the next few weeks, we will be selecting new officers to lead our lodge into the new year and beyond. There is always 
room at the table for newcomers to get involved. Want to learn more about being an officer? You can check out Elks.org or 
even better - contact one of the current officers or one of our many Past Exalted Rulers (PERs). 
 
In Elkdom, 

 Tammie Scott, PER 
Exalted Ruler 

 
  

          U P C O M I N G   S P E C I A  L    E V E N  T S 
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A M ESSAGE  FROM  ESTEEMED  L OYAL  K NIGH T 

Hello Family, 
 
As our last quarter approaches, I would like to thank everyone that helped and participated in 

ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ 9ƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ [ƻŘƎŜ ǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ  

 

I invite you to possibly think of taking on a new venture and consider an officer position. It is truly 

a great life experience, and you learn a lot from it. If you have ever thought about being an officer, 

nominations are beginning in February. Please check out our Lodge calendars for the fun 

festivities planned for the end of this Elk year.  

 
Kind Regards, 
Joshua Huerta 
Esteemed Loyal Knight  

 

A  M ESSAGE  FROM  ESTEEMED  L ECTURING  K NIGHT  
 

Happy New Year Fellow Elks, 
 
As we welcome the New Year, we are reminded that a fresh beginning is best met with unity, 
gratitude and service to others. The past year brought its challenges, but it also highlighted the 
strength of our Lodge and the compassion of its members. 
 
I would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed to our pantry donations. 
Your generosity has made a meaningful difference for families in need and reflects the true 
spirit of Elkdom charity, brotherly love and service. Each donation large or small carried with it 
kindness and hope. 

 
As we step into the New Year, may we continue to support one another, serve our community with purpose, and uphold 
the values that make our Lodge strong. Together we can ensure that the coming year is filled with goodwill, fellowship 
and continued acts of giving. 
 
Fraternally yours,  
Susy Lopez 
Esteemed Lecturing Knight 
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Elks National Foundation ( ENF ) Report  

 
We have been busy since my last report, and the end of this Elk year will be here before we know it! 
 

¶ We used our ENF Spotlight Grant to serve Thanksgiving dinner to 100 Veterans at US Vets in Long Beach in 
late November. LΩƳ ǎƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ bƛŎƻƭŜ aƻǊŜƴƻΣ ƻǳǊ 
Veterans Chair, if you would like to help. 

¶ Our Lodge sent three kids to the State Hoop Shoot Contest. We got to see two of the four gritty kids compete 
in shootouts. Though ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ, they all said they would be back 
next year! 

¶ Adrianne Castaneda, PER, and Leading Knight Susy Lopez hosted our very first Soccer Shoot with the help of 
a lot of Gardena Elks volunteers. Chaplain Tina Huerta, our Drug Awareness Chairman, took advantage of the 
opportunity to distribute our Drug Awareness Program (DAP) information. 

¶ Five more Welcome Home Kits were delivered to Veterans in need. Please ask Nicole Moreno, Adrianne 
Castaneda, PER, or me how to help with Welcome Home Kits! 

 
The Elks National Foundation awarded us the Gratitude Grant of $3,000 and Gardena #1919 earned another $2,000 in bonuses 
thanks to our dedication and donations to the ENF. 
 
We used the Gratitude Grant to impact our community locally. 

¶ We donated $2,500 to the Tri-City Community Emergency Response Team to help them pay for increased 
insurance for their volunteers who stand ready to serve Gardena, Hawthorne and Lawndale when disaster 
strikes. 

¶ We donated $1,000 to Connected to Lead, a local non-profit dedicated to developing leaders in our 
community. The donation will be used to help pay for training for teens to learn to recognize peers struggling 
with mental health or substance abuse and guide their peers to help. 

¶ ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǇǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ϷмΣрлл ƛƴ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ тул ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ wŀƳƻƴŀ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
{ǘƻǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŜŀǊƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊŀƭ 
Incentives and Support Program, which has helped reduce the number of trips to the principal at the school. 

 
Our partnership with Ramona Elementary School has helped us identify more ways to impact our community. The staff and 
PTA at the school identified five families in need this Christmas and our Lodge adopted them all through our charitable 
contributions. Our Girl Scout Troop #3135 also donated $60 gift cards to each family. Thanks to Lucy Escarpita, Ruben Padilla, 
Vickie and Andy Guillen, Annie Roddy, Chaplain Tina Huerta, Loyal Knight Josh Huerta and ER Tammie Scott for helping me 
pull this together at a very busy time. And we thank Ramona Elementary School for participating in our Americanism Essay 
Contest! 
 
Please consider donating to ENF with your dues every year, or better yet, joining the Fidelity Club to Help Elks Build Stronger 
Communities. 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ CƛŘŜƭƛǘȅ /ƭǳō 5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ нлнрΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ фн ŎŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƻƴ 9bC 
programs! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ 9bC /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
Lodge can Help Build Stronger Communities! 
 
Tish McCauley 
ENF Chairman  
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Veterans Breakfast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two Blackstone griddles and accessories along with a great breakfast was donated to the Long Beach VA Veterans Voice 
Council. Thank you to the Charity Committee and the Lodge for making this possible. I want to also thank individually Scott 
Arroyo, Barbara Ramirez Pierce, Christina Huerta and Noe Rubio for helping and making this all possible.  The griddles are 
there to stay and to continue providing a hot meal for our Veterans.  (Nicole Moreno, Veterans Chair) 
 

Hoop Shoot 
 

The District Hoop Shoot a success. We are proud to announce that three 
Gardena and one Westchester Hoop Shooter advanced to the State 
Competition.  Thanks to Eric Koyanagi AVP, Matt Almaraz PER, Lecturing 
Knight Susy Lopez, Lucelena Escarpita, Tom Macias, Sylvia Thoma, Ilene 
Knebel and Ruben Burgess for assisting in making this a great event.  (Reyne 
Rocha, PER, District Hoop Shoot Chair) 

 
 

Soccer Shoot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gardena Elks Lodge held its first Soccer Shoot and it was a great success! Thanks to the amazing volunteers who 
helped set up, covered registration, distributed snacks and prizes and stayed to clean up. This event would not have been 
possible without your time, energy and dedication. The kids had a fun, positive experience they will remember. 
 
Volunteers:  Eric Koyanagi, AVP, Matt Almaraz, PER, Lecturing Knight Susy Lopez, Chaplain Christina Huerta, Inner Guard 
Harvey Beck, Rick Grey, Don Davis, Frank Putz, Cuca Ravaglia, Betty King, Ruthy Almaraz, Shirley Treuden, Vicky Lopez, 
Lucy Escarpita, Robbie Trujillo, Mary Beck, Mary Davis and Barbara Stacy. 
 

                         RED (Remember Everyone Deployed) T-Shirts/Hoodies  
                                                                For Sale 
 

Our RED (Remember Everyone Deployed) Elks t-shirts/hoodies are back in stock. All sizes 
available until stock runs out. Get them while you can! Please contact Nicole Moreno, 
Veterans Chair, if you are interested in purchasing.  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ς Wear RED on Fridays! 
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January 2026  N EW  M EMBERS  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Claire Mitsushima, Victor Trujillo, Stephen Hata and Alexandro Bermudez! 
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JOLLY  CORK  H OURS  
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Event Recap  

Wreaths Across America Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Elks were well represented at Wreaths Across America Day. Thank you to all the members that purchased wreaths, 
attended the ceremony, and/or placed the wreaths at the headstones of the fallen.  
 

Elks Memorial Service and Breakfast  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A beautiful Elks Memorial Ceremony and Breakfast at Gardena 1919!     To Our Absent Members... 
 

Kids Christmas Party  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The kids had a great time getting their faces, arms and hands 
painted. There was an Arts and Crafts table where the kids used 
their imagination and created items to take home. The Balloon 
people made all sorts of designs for the kids. Food, snacks, 
drinks, hot chocolate with all different kinds of toppings, and 
dessert was served. Then to top off the day, Santa and Mrs. 
Claus visited the Lodge and each child received a special gift 
just for them. Thanks to all the volunteers for making this a 
successful event for the kids. 
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Event Recap  (Contôd) 

 

Christmas Prime Rib Night  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lodge had a great turnout for the 
Christmas Prime Rib Night. Thank you 
to Bob Mullikin for preparing the 
delicious Prime Rib. You always do an 
outstanding job every year.  

 

Also, thanks to all the volunteers who 
helped with making this a successful 
event. 
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ώDǊŀō ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
quote from the document or use this space to 
emphasize a key point. To place this text box 
anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 
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Gardena Elks Lodge #1919  

2025 -2026 Lodge Officers  
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Past  Exalted  Rulers  
 

 


