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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE 

 
 

Happy New Year, I want to extend my sincere thanks to all who 
have contributed to our Lodge.  A very special thank you goes to 
all of our volunteers who have given their time for dinners, 
parties, and countless other events. Your dedication is what 
keeps this Lodge moving forward, and your efforts ensure that 
our traditions and fellowship continue to thrive. 
Memorial Sunday service, your dedication ensured it was a day 
of true meaning and remembrance. To those who helped with the 
Kids Christmas Party it created a joyful time for all the children.   
Representing our Lodge in the VA gift distribution was not only 
impressive but also incredibly fulfilling.   All this reminds me of 
the values we share—giving, remembering, and celebrating 
together.  
January begins a very busy time of the year for the Lodge.  
Creating a budget for 2026, completing invemtory and recruiting 
members to fill open positions on the various committees, and 
Lodge Chairs.  Please consider stepping forward.      
We’re actively seeking new members to join our Elks family. If 
you know someone who shares our values of charity, community, 
and camaraderie, invite them to be part of something meaningful. 
Every new member strengthens our mission and our future. 
 
Fraternally, 
John Mac Taggart - ER  

MEETING SCHEDULE:  

We will meet twice a month in February, March and April  

HOUSE Committee meets February 3rd and 17th at 5:30 p.m. 
TRUSTEES meet February 3rd and 17th at 6:00 p.m. 
Lodge meeting February 3rd and 17th at 7:00 pm.  

 

 

Lodge Officers: 
 

Exalted Ruler…  

John Mac Taggart 

 

Esteemed Leading Knight… 

Brian Berrios 

 

Esteemed Loyal Knight… 

Roger VanDeMortel 

 

Lecturing Knight… 

 John Tucker 

 

Lodge Secretary… 

JoAnne VanLiew 

 

Lodge Treasurer… 

Pam Phillips 

 

Esquire… Bob Gnau 
 

Chaplin,,, Diana Tormey 

 

Tiler… John Soules 

 

Inner Guard… Mike Krebbeks 
 

Trustees 

Jeff Fosdick, Dolores Parker 

Pete Perrin, Bruce Bowman 

Tom Phillips 

 

House Committee: 

Mark Weaver, Sean McCue,  

Bill Salone, Mike Rynearson, 

Jeff Cseplo, Denise Rosenberger, 

Gene Shippers   

 

Club Steward:   

Matt DeJohn 
Publicity:   

     Peg Mares, Carolyn 

Newsletter Editor:  Bonnie Decker    

Newark 

Elks News 
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Wednesday Night Pizza  

 

 

 

  

 

 
Stop down to the club after 5:00 or call to order a pizza at 315-331-1249 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Stop down to the club after 5:00 or call to order a pizza at 315-331-1249 

 

JAN 15th HAM & SCALLOP POTATOES 

Dinners will start at 5:30 p.m. cost is $15.00 
 

Upcoming events  
 

**GAME DINNER HAS BEEN CHANGED TO 

FEBRUARY 21ST DOORS OPEN AT 12:00 PM 

FOOD STARTS AT 1:00PM 

                Tickets $20.00 available at the bar 

• Cross Bow Raffle tickets $10.00** 

• Blackstone Grill ** 

• Other Raffles at the Game Dinner** 

 

BluesFest March 1st 

Doors open at 12:00PM – till 

 

CORN BEEF & CABBAGE DINNER 

THURSDAY MARCH 19, 2026 
Dinner will be eat-in or take-out.  Starting at 5:30pm, 

$15.00Call 3125-331-1249 to reserve a dinner 
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QUEEN OF HEARTS 
Every card pays out. Find the Queen of Hearts and win 60% of the pot.  Drawings are on 

Fridays.  See the bartender for tickets! Buy tickets weekly to help build the Queen’s pot.  New 

game started on September 1st and is up to $574.00.   

 
 

2026 lotto calendar: There are still numbers available, contact the Lodge if you like one.   

Last year we paid out $1,800.00 in prizes and raised $2000 for the Lodge.   This helps the Lodge with 
donations to ENF, Cerebral Palsy, our local scholarship and other community events. For a $20.00 
donation you have a chance to win $25.00 or more every day of the year.   Call or email secretary or 
treasurer if you would like a number.   
 
 

THANK YOU: 
To all our volunteers with the Christmas party it was a huge success! 
To all the volunteers that help in the kitchen. 
To all the members for what you do to make this a GREAT Lodge.    

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICES  
 
The Elks “new year” starts April 1st 2026 and your dues will be due April 1, 2026.   
 
Grand Lodge Dues will increase their portion by $8.00 per person    
Local Lodge Dues remain unchanged. This decision reflects our commitment to 
keeping membership affordable while sustaining the growth and vitality of our Lodge.   
The total dues for the 2026-2027 year will ne $118.00 for regular members and $88.00 
for Life members.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 

 



 

 

 
OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

 
 

Dated Material 
 
 
 

To A Very 
Important 

Elk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE 
UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE LODGE 

 
    
  January 15th Scalloped Potato and Ham dinner 
  February 21st Game Dinner  
  March 1st BluesFest  
   
  Look inside for details    

NEWARK B.P.O.E. #1249 
P.O. Box 144 

223 South Main Street 
Newark, NY 14513 
315-331-1249 

elks1249secretary@outlook.com 
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BIRTHDAYS 
The traditional birthday gift 
will be available any day during 
the month of your birthday 
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