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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE

Hello, Members All, Happy New Year!

It's been a whirlwind year of sorts, being sworn as your Exalted Ruler
topping off a list of many great events! We've had a lot of great ideas
including our newest Gingerbread House building event, our Christmas Eve
and New Year's Eve open houses brought many of us together to celebrate
achievements as well as our losses felt during the year!

| look forward to so many upcoming events for the year 2026. We have our
annual St. Patrick's Day Fest & and a Comedy Night Special!

As always, we are looking for help in all aspects, if you see an event and
have interest, please contact an officer we will get you to the right
chairperson! If you like to cook or have any interest in helping in our
kitchen, once again, please reach out we've had some great additions this
year! Bingo continues to grow, Karaoke is always a hit as well as the Friday
night menu! Our children's Christmas party was a huge success with many
happy smiling faces and It was great to see several new families this year.
We even saw Santa!

We also donated over $1200 in toys to the the Keefe community center for
the town of Hamden's Children, and we will continue collecting for our
Veterans through the end of February for a drop off in early March!

As always, we can't do this without you. Our success depends on your
participation. Your guests are always welcome. Just remember to sigh them
in. You brought in a great a number of new members this year, and all seem
to be visiting our lodge and enjoying the benefits, so let's keep the streak
going. We still have three months to bring in new members for this Elk year
and | would be proud to initiate them. As the saying goes, it takes a village,
and we have a small but very strong and welcoming Lodge! Let's continue
to celebrate our achievements!

Grant exalted ruler Bryan Klatt's motto is BE THE DIFFERENCE! | believe we
are doing just that!

Thank you all for your continued support and please have a safe happy and
healthy new year!

Fraternally
Kathy Kelsey
Exalted Ruler
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Erederick D Ambrose LM "’“ Picnic Fare  $lL

Initiated: 11/22/1971
pepaﬂéd [2/21/72075 4} Jan 1" Stuffed Chicken Breast $IL
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: z"if/ L] Jan 7 / SlpagheH/ & Meatballs.  $17

BUILDING FUND BENEFIT

TO OUR ABSENT MEMBERS
Jan 28 th Kielbasa & Kraut $IL
Mom%/y Loa’ge Meeﬁng Eat in or take out
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED by 6:00pm the Monday before
MOHGIOIy ) .
the meal. Call 203-248-2224 email: elkslodge2224(@gmail.com
January /27% Call or stop in to sign up! All are welcome to our weekly meals.
Call the Lodge or come on down and sign up!! All meals are
ano/ served at 6:00PM and are served with salad and dessert!

January 267% NOT/CE Due 7LO iVlC/@VY)QVHL wem%er, Some

mea/s VY)OIH be IDOS*IDOHQOI 7L0 Thursa’ay
1:30pm or CANCELLED

Lounge closed a’uring
ALL meetings We will send an e-mail out if so.




Unleash your creativity wit
What's Included

» Art canvas and

supplies

» Step by steP
instructions by an
excellent teacher!

« 1free drink

$30 per person
« Funand jaughter!
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Monica Thomas—Hardy
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= R 10 GAMES OF FUN!




HAMDEN LODGE PINS
ARE IN STOCK!!
( PURCHASE YOURS NOW

(SEE BARTENDER ON DUTY
only $5 each!!! |

Crief

never ends..
But it changes.
lIts a possage.

our e-mail list fo not net o ploge fo stay

Ma/ee Sure HOU are on ’

Grief is not%& sign

“_miss our wee/e/y ulpa/mtes./ of weakness. for
a lack of faith..

It is the price of love.
Author Unknown #missingyou
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“ A Journey Through Grief”

An 8 week program to help you manage
your grief after the loss of a loved one.

Contact Lodge member Bob Johnson at
203-641-4278 or johnbobson@aol.com

Clothing Drop off Shed now located in
Lodge Parking Lot

Please drop off your gently used
unwanted clothing, and other items.

Spread the word to others!
(last year we donated 8,877 pounds of
clothing!)




MESSAGE BOARD

TIP OF THE ANTLERS

Elks Memorial Sunday: Thank you to Andy
Caporossi, Cathy Pleines, and Donna Nevins
for putting together a lunch to follow the
Memorial Service.

Kids Christmas Party: Jess Kelsey, Kathy
Melillo, Monica Thomas-Hardy, Donna Nevins,
Jenn Caputo, and Tim Osgood

Gingerbread Decorating Party: Thank you to
Stacey and Craig for hosting our FIRST
Gingerbread House Contest! ER Kathy Kelsey & Secretary Jenn Caputo, along
with LK Monica Thomas-Hardy
THANK YOU TO THE SOUTHERN CT NINER (not pictured)delivered toys to the Keefe
EMPIRE FAITHFULS FOR THEIR TOY Community Center fo.r Hamden’s Children for
DONATIONS! Christmas

IN HONOR OF OUR VETERANS

Through the end of February, we are still accepting donations to the men & women
Veterans of the West Haven VA

KNIT HATS TOOTHPASTE
GLOVES TOOTHBRUSHES-
SCARVES INDIVIDUAL
SOCKS-WHITE DENTURE CREAMS
T SHIRTS DEODERANT
BELTS SEWING KITS
TISSUES PLAYING CARDS
SHAMPOO NAIL CLIPPERS
SHAVING GEL RAZORS COMBS & BRUSHES
LOTIONS BODY WASH-BOTTLED
PEANUT BUTTER CRACKERS BOOKS/MAGAZINES(NEW)
SUGAR FREE CANDY JUICE BOXES

CHEESE CRACKERS
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DECEMBER DAYS

CHRISTMAS
KARAOKE




HOLIDAY DOUBLE BINGO

FIRST ANNUAL
“GINGERBREAD WARS”

1st PLACE: “ELKS LODGE #2224”
STACEY ANDERSON

2nd PLACE: ANN WENTWORTH



ELKS MEHORIAL SUNDAY

oy Ak S i
e N | g #2150 Edward J Caso Sr. April 12, 2025
T @ #1191 James J Sandillo LM April 14, 2025
#2335 Marilyn O'Donnell June 14, 2025
#2404 Edwin Mongillo June 15, 2025
#1225 Angelo S Vastakis LM June 25, 2025

NEW MEMBERS
Left to Right

Kimberly Peete Sims

Greg Sims
Matt Lyons
Deana Buffington

Art Giuletti




