
 
            Monterey Elks Lodge #1285   

                January 2026  
             Officer of the month: Molly McQuade  

             Elk of the month: Greg Fife  
                Lodge Phone # 831-373-1285  

 

As we close out 2025, I want to take a  moment to send a very heartfelt thank you 
to each and every one of you for the incredible dedication, energy, and support you 
have given our Lodge this year. From longtime traditions to brand-new events, it 
has truly been a year of growth, fellowship, and renewed excitement at Monterey 
Lodge #1285. 

This year brought an amazing mix of new and returning events, and the level of participation and 
volunteerism has been inspiring. Together, we wrapped up the holiday season strong and now look 
ahead with great anticipation toward 2026. There are so many new activities and events already in the 
works that will support our lodge, our members, and our community, and I am extremely excited about 
everything we are planning in the year ahead. We will be sharing a full lineup of upcoming events in a 
mid-January bulletin, so be sure to keep an eye out — you won’t want to miss what’s coming! 

Many of you have noticed an exciting change in the kitchen. Our new caterers, Wedo’s, have truly hit the 
ground running, and I’m looking forward to seeing how they continue to expand food offerings 
throughout the week as menus evolve. In the meantime, please come join us for Karaoke and Trivia on 
alternating Fridays, enjoy our Wednesday night dinners, and continue supporting our volunteer-led 
BBQs on Sundays, Mondays, and Thursdays. A special thank-you to Jim Sula, Danis Taylor, and Tosh, who 
consistently put out amazing spreads — donation-based and always delicious — so please come out, 
enjoy, and show your support. 

And don’t forget — Bingo returns in January! We’re excited to bring this favorite back and keep the 
momentum going into the new year. 

I would also like to extend a special thank-you to Molly McQuade, our Activities Committee Chair and the 
entire Committee for their hard work in filling the calendar for next year. We are planning several major 
events, along with many weekly and biweekly activities, ensuring there will be something for everyone 
to enjoy. 

Thank you again for making 2025 such a memorable year. I am truly honored to serve as your Exalted 
Ruler and look forward to an exciting, fun-filled, and community-driven 2026 with all of you. 

Fraternally yours, 
Al “Lucky” Reese III 
Exalted Ruler 
lucky.elks1285@gmail.com 

 



Secretary's letter. 

As we start this brand new year, I would like to remind all of our members that the 

new invoices for dues will be coming out around the middle of February. Please get 

your dues in early to get your early bird sticker. The invoice will include an 

opportunity to donate to your favorite charities. These charities help us help children 

with disabilities (Major Project), our Veterans, Scholarships and receive grants. I 

wish you all a very happy and prosperous New Year!  

Caroll Mendoza, PER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
After years of postal workers replying to Santa’s mail on their own time, the U.S. Post 

Office Department officially launched what’s now called Operation Santa in 1912. The 

program lets volunteers “adopt” letters addressed to Santa and send gifts to children in 

need, turning misaddressed mail into a nationwide charity effort. 

Fun U.S. Geography and Population Facts 

●​ The US is the world's third-largest country by land area and third most populous, with over 330 million 

people. 

●​ It is home to the longest river system in the world, the Mississippi River system. 

●​ Alaska has the longest coastline of any state. 

●​ "Tornado Alley" is a region in the central US where most of the world's tornadoes occur.  

●​ The US is the only country to have all five major climate zones: tropical, dry, temperate, continental, and 

polar.  

 

Don Koch (PER/Americanism Chair) 

 

 
 



January 2026  

Sun ​ Mon ​ Tue ​ Wed ​ Thu ​ Fri ​ Sat  

 
   

  
  1 

BAR CLOSED 
HAPPY NEW 
YEAR 

2 
Friday Lunch  
11:30-2:30  
Bar open 11- 
9:30  
 

3  
  
Bar 11-8pm  
(Bartenders Discretion)  

  

4  
Bar opens @ 10  
Sunday BBQ at 
noon  
 

5  
  
Bar open 4:00-9  
 
Monday Night 
Tacos 

6  

Lodge Closed 
Pool closed 
11-1  

7 
  
Dinner 6:00  
Bar open 4:00 
 
 

8  
Thurs. Lunch  
11:30-2:30  
Bar open 11-9  
Thursday Night 
Soup & 
Sandwich 

9  
Friday Lunch  
11:30-2:30  
Bar open 11- 
9:30  
 

10  
  
Bar 11-8pm  
(Bartenders Discretion)  
 

11 
Bar opens @ 10 
Sunday BBQ   
Starts at noon 
 

12  
  
Bar open 4:00-9 
HC 5:00 

Monday Night 
Tacos  

  

13  

Lodge Closed 
Pool closed 
11-1  

 

14  
Lodge Mtg 7:00  
Dinner 6:00  
Bar open 4:00 
NEW NIGHT FOR 
BIRTHDAY 
DINNERS  

15  
Thurs. Lunch  
11:30-2:30  
Bar open 11-9  
Thursday Night 
Soup & 
Sandwich 

16 
Friday Lunch  
11:30-2:30  
Bar open 11-11  
Trivia Night 6-11 
PM 
 
 

17  
  
Bar 11-8pm  
(Bartenders Discretion)  

 

18 
Bar opens @ 10 
Sunday BBQ  
Starts at noon  
  

19  
  
Bar open 4:00-9 

Monday Night 
Tacos  

20 

Lodge Closed 
Pool closed 
11-1   
Bingo Night 6 
PM 
  
  

21  
Dinner 6:00  
Bar open 4:00r 
 

22  
Thurs. Lunch  
11:30-2:30  
Bar open 11-9  
Thursday Night 
Soup & 
Sandwich 
 

23  
Friday Lunch  
11:30-2:30  
Bar open 11-11  
Karaoke 6-11 PM 

24  
  
Bar 11-8pm  
(Bartenders Discretion)  

  

25 
Bar opens @ 10 
Sunday BBQ   
Starts at noon  
  
 

26  
Bar open 4:00-9 
HC 5:00 
Monday Night 
Tacos 

 27 

 Lodge Closed 

Pool closed 
11-1 

 
 

28 
Lodge Mtg 7:00  
Dinner 6:00  
Bar open 4:00 

29 
Thurs. Lunch  
11:30-2:30  
Bar open 11-9  
Thursday Night 
Soup & 
Sandwich 

30 
Friday Lunch  
11:30-2:30  
Bar open 11-11  
Trivia Night 6-11 
PM 

 

31 

   

  

          

Members with January Birthdays, remember to sign up for your free dinner on January 14th by 
calling the office by 1/13!  Birthday dinners will now be on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 
 
                                                                   Events at a Glance 

1/16 Trivia 
1/20 Bingo 

1/23 Karaoke 
Monday, Thursday and Sunday food served in the bar                                             

Wednesday Night dinners  @ 6pm, Meetings 2nd & 4th, come help vote on special items. 
Thursday & Friday lunches 11:30-2:30   

*****The pool is closed Tuesdays from 11 am to 1 pm for cleaning. 

 



 

52 Club​ ​       ​ Century Club​ ​ ​ Millennium Club 

(donors over $50)​ ​ ​ (donors over $100)​ ​ ​ (donors over $1000) 

Alma M & Charlie C​ ​ ​ Cathy O’Brien 

Teresa Petersen​ ​ ​ ​ Vince Van Joolen 

 

Officers:​
Exalted Ruler: Alton “Lucky” Reese III 

Leading Knight:  Ron Caffall JR 

Loyal Knight:  Bryon Shaffer 

Lecturing Knight:  Vincent Van Jodlen 

Esquire: Don Koch, PER 

Chaplain:  Molly McQuade 

Inner Guard:  Mindi Jo Harris 

Secretary:  Caroll Mendoza 

Treasurer: Dan Green 

Trustees: 

John Cardinalli 

Robert LaFleur 

Marcell Vargas 

James Sula 

Tom Barrera 

House Committee: 

Jeff Manely 

Phil Nash 

Bryon Shaffer 

Al “Lucky” Reese III 

Nanette Murphy 

Greg Fife 

Pamela Soboleski, PER 

 
***Want to stay up to date on the latest Lodge happenings?  Follow us on Facebook (Monterey Elks 
Lodge).  If you are not receiving our bulletin in your email, please update your email with the lodge 
office. 

 


