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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE

As we welcome the New Year, | would like to extend my warmest wishes to all our
members and their families for a happy, healthy and prosperous year ahead. | encourage
everyone to stay engaged, attend our meetings and events, and invite friends and family to
join us. Together, we can build on our successes and make an impact in our community in
the months ahead.

A very special thank you to PDDGER Dave Wells and the dedicated committee members
and volunteers who helped at our annual luncheon for Merced County students with special
needs. Your kindness, patience and generosity truly made a difference and brought smiles to
many faces. Acts like these reflect the very best of what it means to be an Elk—serving our
community with compassion and care.

Our Lodge was honored to participate in Wreaths Across America, a program dedicated to
remembering and honoring our fallen heroes while teaching future generations of the value
of freedom. | want to extend my sincere thanks to Jack Kelly for organizing this event and
to all the members who gave their time to place wreaths and pay tribute to those who served
our country.

January 2026

Elk of the Month
Tom Jaroszek

Tom has consistently gone above and beyond throughout the year contributing his time and
talents behind the scenes to various projects around the Lodge. Thank you, Tom, for your
unwavering commitment to our Lodge and community. \We appreciate you more than words
can express! Your contributions make our Lodge stronger and we’re proud to have you as
part of our EIk family.

During the holiday season, our membership exemplified Elk pride and goodwill. I look
forward to working alongside you in the New Year.

Fraternally,

Jim Pacheco
Exalted Ruler

FROM THE DESK OF THE SECRETARY

“You can’t go back and change the beginning though you can start where you are and
change the ending.”

Thank you to Kathy Francis for her help with the Vendor Faire on November 29th. The
vendors were happy and there were many shoppers that day. Thank you also to the
Membership Committee Team of Trustee Ryan Williams, Leading Knight Ellen Burk,
and Loyal Knight Vicki Munson. Besides getting new applications and reinstatements,
the lodge received more members to sign up for automatic donations plus donations
towards the Leading Knight Purple Pig Challenge.

Statements for Membership will be going out in the mail for 2026/2027 sometime in
January. Hope and pray that everyone will have a fabulous New Year 2026.

Jane Lozano,
Secretary

MIXOLOGY NIGHT

January 14, 2026
At the Downstairs Bar
Price: 525
Starts at 6:00 PM

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! | hope you're all ready for a great 20261 Mixology is back and on the calendar. We will be shaking up an
Irish Apple Sour, a Green Tea, and an Irish Coffee Martini. If you are feeling frisky, you can add on an Apple Pie Shot for S5/

Please bring: Shaker tin, muddler and Martini glass!
Please RSVP to pbelmontes121@gmail.com.

See you there!
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MERCED LODGE

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
By Ken Working

On December 13, our Elks Lodge proudly participated in Wreaths Across America, a
heartfelt tradition that honors our nation’s veterans during the holiday season. Together,
we placed over 230 Christmas wreaths across eight cemeteries, ensuring that the brave
men and women who served our country are remembered and celebrated.

This incredible effort would not have been possible without the dedication of our
volunteers. A sincere thank you to everyone who participated:

Ellen Burk, John Cale, John Chapman, Jerry Crews, Aggie Freeman, Glenn Galman,
Miranda Hendrickson, Tara Kelly, Nancy Kissick, Carrie, Nathan, Fiona & Patrick
Kutcher, Jane Lozano, Mike Nelson & his grandchildren, Raelene Pritchard, Len
Samuelson, Juan & Tamra Sufuentes, John Villanueva, Mark Theofanides, Dave Wells,
Steve Freitas, Rick Eason, Bobby Sheets, Billy Baldwin, Brett Spinelli, and Larry &
Mary Kussler.

A special thanks to our chairmen: Jack Kelly and Tim Simmons, whose leadership made
this event a success. Your commitment to honoring our veterans reflects the true spirit

of the Elks. Thank you for helping us keep their memories alive this holiday season.
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. Richwood Meat Company

OPEN FOR RETAIL
STEVE WOOD
MIKE WOOD

2751 N. Santa Fe Drive (209) 722-8171

1-800-692-9276

Complete Institutional Food Service

Lic. #FR41544 QAL# 134092

TRAVIS CURTIS, A.C.E.

Branch Manager

DIRECT 209.329.0184 | OFFICE 800.655.3993
TCURTIS@ADVANCEIPM.COM

Stratford Evans
Merced Funeral Chapel

Dedicated to Quality Service
Most Conveniently Located to All Merced Cemeteries
Pre-need Counseling Available
100% Financing available O.A.C.
Offering Merced's Only Post-funeral Reception Hall

1490 'B'S
Merced, Ca\if;:ﬁ?; 95340 (209) 722-4191

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

D5z
), Inc.

“FOR ALL OF YOUR SECURITY & SOUND NEEDS”

209-485-2211

directsecurityinc.com
Lic. 906803 ACO#6913

Chili Verde Feed Drive Thru
(Benefit Our Building Fund)
$15 EA
Sunday, Jan 11th
8:00 AM to 10:30 AM or Sellout
1910 M Street - Enter Alley from Canal Street
The Public Is Invited
Downstairs Bar Will Be Open for Mimosas, Bloody Marys, Etc.
Questions - Call Mark 209-617-8554
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SIERRA MEADOWS SENIOR CHRISTMAS DINNER
On behalf of Merced Elks Bingo, volunteers Len Samuelson, Nancy Kissack, Kathy and Nick Francis, Steve Freitas, and
Janet Morales prepared a Christmas Dinner for 65 seniors at the Sierra Meadows Senior Center.

LEADING KNIGHT PURPLE PIG CHALLENGE LUNCH

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who showed up in support of our Purple Pig Luncheon. Your kindness and generosity
show us that together “We Are The Difference.” Thank you for helping a child in need to Walk, Talk, See and Play. God
Bless.

Ellen Burk
Leading Knight
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SPECIAL NEEDS THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

The Special Needs Thanksgiving and Christmas Luncheon were heartwarming events. The atmosphere was made
especially festive thanks to the creative efforts of Holly, Mike & Michael Pellicano, Lety’s Decorations, Micael & Ann
Marie Bandoni, Carol Salmari, and Mara & Sandy Del Real, whose fabulous table decorations brightened both luncheons.

This event would not have been possible without the dedicated participation of Elk Members who generously contributed
their time and effort. Volunteers including PDDGER Dave Wells, PER Vern Warnke, PER Len Samuelson, Trustee Ryan
Williams, Secretary Jane Lozano, Esquire Miranda Hendrickson, Maui, Corey Bates, Ed Del Dotto, Brenden Bates, Mark
Theofanides, Steve Freitas, Jenny Dart, John Brickley, Janet Morales, Cory Ruiz, Rick & Melissa Eason, Ki Vacca, Diana
Diliberto, Brett Spinelli, Angela Cabrera, Kathy Francis, Cheryl Waite, John Rugan, and Glenda Heftner worked together
to cook, serve, clean, and assist in every aspect of the event, ensuring its success.

The Special Needs Children and Adults enjoyed delicious food and the company of all who attended. In addition to their
meals, they received treats and gift cards to take home. Most of all, they all had a chance to have their pictures taken with
Santa Claus and candy canes.
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BOB WELLS
CARPET CLEANING
(209) 756-6505

Prompt Professional Service
Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured

ommercial Division Manager
s Operae
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PURPLE PIG

2 IR

A COIN A DAY SO THEY CAN WALK, TALK. SEE AND PLAY!

Thank you to the following members for turning in their Purple Pigs and donating to
the State Major Project in November and December:

Richard Caldie Celeste Rohrback Donna Jones Tom & Debbie Clendenin
Stefanie Caldie Brian Williams Ysidore Reyes  Zee

Bob Hinson Paul Johnson Isadore Rocha

Joyce Avila Chris Salas Rick Eason

Thank you to the following members for turning in their Purple Pigs on
December 5th during the luncheon for the Leading Knight Challenge:

Jeannette Pacheco Jane Lozano Richard Turner  Jenny Dart

Jensen Pacheco Bud Gantney Michael Smith John Brickley
Mark Pazin Maria Lopez Greg Moody Christine Beckstead
Linda Mora George Dean Katy Whitmire ~ Tom & Avis Gaffery

We also thank our Lodge members for their generous anonymous donations.

The Leading Knight Challenge is in full swing and it’s great to see the
enthusiasm and participation from our members. Every contribution, no matter
the size, makes a meaningful difference. Thank you to all who support the
Purple Pig and help keep our charitable mission strong.

Fraternally,

Jeannette Pacheco
Chairman

BAR LIAISON

Recently, the House Committee (Officers of the Lodge) and Lodge Management
opted to revive the volunteer Bar Liaison position to handle issues and
grievances that may occur in or involve the Lodge bars, including the Sky
Lounge and downstairs bar. This position has no decision-making authority; it
functions solely in an advisory capacity. The liaison will provide guidance but
does not make decisions or take corrective action.

If you have questions or concerns about the Sky Lounge, the downstairs bar or
activities therein, you are encouraged to speak to the Bar Liaison, PDDGER
Dave Wells. Established procedures should continue to be followed by members
and employees. However, in the event a member or employee needs guidance
or assistance, the Bar Liaison is available to listen and help you navigate the
correct Lodge channels for addressing your concerns. Again, this position is

an advisory position with no authority to enforce membership or employee
responsibilities.
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HOOP SHOOT

This is a big “Thank You” to everyone who volunteered their time on Saturday morning,
November 22, to help make the Hoop Shoot event a success. Numerous individuals are
necessary to make this event happen; both on the court and at the registration desk. In addition,
those that help prior to the event to get the word out, hand out flyers, take care of equipment,
pick up trophies and refreshments, set up the gym, and clean up afterwards. All the help is
needed and greatly appreciated. Thanks out to the following who helped the day of the event,
and behind the scenes: Maria Lopez and daughter, Ki Vacca, Len Samuelson, Mary and Larry
Kussler, Mark Theofanides, John Cale, Bobby Sheets, Jeff Horta, Hub Walsh, Jerry Stillahn,
Michael Waite, Nicole Stevens, Harlan Dake, Rich Ruiz, Casey Steed, and any others | may
have left out. If | left you out and you volunteered your time either at the event or behind the
scenes, please know that your efforts did not go unnoticed and were very much appreciated.
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MEMORIAL SERVICE

Our Memorial Service was beautifully attended and received by all. Member Mary Josephine
Fragnito-Lira lost not only her husband this past year but a good friend as well.
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© Mustang Restoration
* Complete Auto Upholstery

Classic Car Restoration e
Guaranteed Color Matche
Computerized Wheel Alignment e
Technicians ICAR & ACE Trained ®
Computerized Frame Repair

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
OVER 175 YEARS TOTAL EXPERIENCE

COMPLETE AUTO BODY REPAIR
ON CARS, TRUCKS & SUV'S

923 Martin Luther King Jr. Way  Merced
www.richs-autobody.com

723-1022

 Vinyl & Convertible Tops
« Latest Techniques in
Unibody Repair
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For Over 30 Years!
Realtor Andy Krotik
Gets It Sold!
Andygetsitsold.com
209.777-5070

DRE # 01040802

John S. Pazin Pazin & Myers, Inc.
President Jobber, Chevron U.S.A.
Phone 209 725 2050 Products Company
Fax 209 725 2055 129 West 15th Street
Merced, CA 95340
PO. Box 230
Merced, CA 95341

SPACE
AVAILABLE
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JANUARY FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER

January 2nd — NO FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER
January 9th — Parmesan Calamari & Meatloaf
January 16th — Salmon & Chicken Cordon Bleu
January 23rd — Baby Back Ribs & Tilapia
January 30th — Fish and Chips & Red Snapper

Friday Night Dinner: It is recommended to please call Club Manager Jesse
Reynolds at 209-769-8068 by Noon on Friday for that week.

NOG PARTY

The Member Only Nog Party was a huge success with lots of prizes and fantastic food
cooked by Maui, Ed Del Dotto and John Pulido. Thank you for all the members who
stopped by to play, eat and Be Merry. HO HO HO - See you next year!
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BIRTHDAYS IN JANUARY

1 8 16 24 JOE FAUSONE
Steve J. Amorozo Robin Ingraham Mike Akers Robert Wm. Carpenter C.C. LIC. #455113

David John Barroso
Danielle Buzhee
Richard Cometta
Trent Cullum

Joe Fausone
Michael K. Kleiber
William A. Spriggs
2

William C. Atkinson
Rolf Greenhill
Edward M. Keegan
Daniel Miller

3

Lucrisia Adame
Karri Ann Berry
Katherine Coggin
Katrina Hoyer
Michael Nelson
Ken Van Foeken
John Wheatcroft Sr.
4

Darren Garcia
Nancy Hawkins
David McComb
Frank Silva

Joey Stefani

Mary Wentz

5

Art Uribe
6

Robert Cardoza
Bryan Giebeler
William Gray
Stewart Haarberg
Tiffany Negrete
7

Joseph Zack

Stephen Luna
Randall Pellissier
9

Bruce A. Brown
Jeff Coburn
Albert Kelley
Ernesto Ramirez
Tyce Rigby
Celeste Rohrback
10

Marcella Chavez
Diana Mae Diliberto
Monika Donabed
Jimmy Porta
Gary Smith

John Vaz

11

David Hagan

Jon Mark Horta
Janet Morales
Sam Rashe

13

Hunter Baker
David Costa
Ronald L. Mahy
Jacob Mochel
Richard Spielman
14

Andrew Curiel IV
Michael Headley
Grant Heinrich
Torrin Johnson
John Silva

Bryan Allan Smith
Vann Mike Smith
Benjamin Turner
Pedro Vieira

15

Misty Alonzo
Richard Cagle
Stephen J. Hamilton

Mario Massasso
Melba Miyamoto
17

Glen Camarda
Stevan Gunzenhauser
Thomas Jaroszek Sr.
David M. Lopez
George Morrow

18

John P. Huie

Ralph Offerman
Scott Roduner

Dale G. Wagner
Tucker Zazueta

19

Clark Bird

Martin Campbell
20

Clark Bentz

Susan Hull

David Mariano
Aaron Rosenberg
Ryan George Sziraki
Sandra Turgeon

Bill Turpin

Kelly Wilde

21

Terrence P. Fitzpatrick
Jodi Frade

Leonard Redwine
Francis Semonelli
22

John D. Fischer
Vincent Minor

Juan Munoz
Manuel V. Soares Jr
Robert Torres

23

Shannon Flowers
Arnold Levey
William O’Bruba
Jason Torrence

Brad Sausser
Mark Tanzillo
25

Glenda Buttrey
Anthony Spielman
26

Luanna Correia
Steve Kile

27

Linda Burdick
Kenneth L. Gray
Richard Ruiz

Carla Leilani Van Huystee

Terry Vargas

28

Roger Blaine
Duane Borba
Andrew DiFalco
Melissa R. Gumm
Alan W. Jansen
Robert Sanchez
Chris Shannon
29

Robby Ferreria
Tim Gallichio
Annette Hamrick
Coy Ryan King
Linda M. Mendez
30

Kris Ellet
Augustine Lara
31

Gregory Alonzo
Alicia Amis
Deanna Cozzi
Tami Davidson
Robert Romero
Edward J. Silva
Eric Stein

Mid Cal
Pipeline & Utilities

GENERAL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS

(209) 383-7473
PO. BOX 2406 FAX: (209) 383-7477
EMAIL: joesmcp@aol.com

MERCED, CA 95344

LODGE COMMITTEE DIRECTORY

Accident Prevention Committee
Activities Committee
Americanism Committee
Auditing Committee

Bequest Living Trust Committee
Drug Awareness Committee
Elks Memorial Day Committee
Elks National Foundation Committee
ENF Grants

Flag Day Committee

Fraternal Committee
Government Relations Committee
Historian Committee

Hoop Shoot Committee
Lapsation Committee

Lodge Activities Committee
Membership Committee

PER Association

Public Relations

Ritualistic Committee
Scholarships Committee

Soccer Shoot Committee
Standing Relief Committee
State Major Project Committee
Veteran’s Service Committee
Youth Activities Committee

Donavan Sizemore
Jane Lozano

PER Raelene Pritchard
PER Raelene Pritchard
PER Clint Moore
PDDGER Dr. Donald Gumm
Bart Ramirez

Len Samuelson

Len Samuelson

Kenn Working

ER Jim Pacheco

PER John Cale

PER Jeff Horta

Patty Brown

PER Candy Soares
Jane Lozano

Ryan Williams

PER Jeff Horta

Jane Lozano
PDDGER Dave Wells
Harlan Dake

Vacant

ER Jim Pacheco
Jeannette Pacheco
PER John Cale

PER Clint Moore

209-761-8920
209-617-9677
209-380-4214
209-380-4214
209-761-6801
209-723-1240
209-617-1800
209-261-9187
209-723-1240
559-362-5556
209-631-0868
209-261-7770
209-777-0074
209-631-2316
209-481-3215
209-617-9677
209-769-2639
209-777-0074
209-617-9677
209-756-3070
209-769-0930

209-631-0868
209-564-2138
209-261-7770
209-761-6801

Ad Space
Available
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REGULAR 7:00PM

FOLLOWING THE HOUSE

Sunday Monday Tuesday \Xednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
‘No Lurnch Served)
1 2 3
NO LODGE MEETING KITCHEN CLOSED SKY LOUNGE OPEN
KITCHEN CLOSED SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM | 11:00AM-4:30PM
SKY LOUNGE 11:30 AMTO7PM | NO FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER
4 5 6 7 8 2 10
SKY LOUNGE OPEN | LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM | LUNCH11:00AM-2:00PM | LUNCH LUNCH 11:00-2:00 PM | FRIDAY NIGHT SKY LOUNGE OPEN
9:00AM-7:00PM SKY LOUNGE OPEN SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM | 1 1:00-2:00 PM SKY LOUNGE OPEN DINNER 6:00-8:30 PM | 11:00AM-4:30PM
11:30AM SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM
DD CLINIC 11:30AM
MODESTO LODGE PER MEETING
TRUSTEE MEETING 6PM PARMESAN CALAMARI
BINGO EARLY BIRD HOUSE COMMITTEE 7PM & MEAT LOAF
TAILGATE FOOTBALL 6:30PM BOARD MEETING IMMEDIATELY | —
SUNDAY REGULAR 7:00PM AFTER HOUSE
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
SKY LOUNGE OPEN | LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM [ LUNCH11:00AM-2:00PM | LUNCH LUNCH 11:00-2:00 PM| gRIDAY NIGHT SKY LOUNGE OPEN
9:00AM-7:00PM SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM  sKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM 11:00-2:00 PM SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30 AM| DINNER 6:00-8:30 PM | 11:00AM-4:30PM
SeSANRna SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30 AM SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM
CHILI VERDE !
DRIVE-THRU MERCHANTS' NIGHT TEQUILA & TACOS
BRVEIERS MIXOLOGY LEADING KNIGHT
BINGO EARLY BIRD CHAIRMAN TOM JAROSZEK SALMON & CHALLENGE
TAILGATE FOOTBALL | MONDAY NIGHT 6:30PM [y ——— CHICKEN CORDONBLEU | —
SUNDAY FOOTBALL REGULAR 7:00PM LODGE MEETING 8 PM CHICKEN CORDON BLEU
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
SKY LOUNGE OPEN | LUNCH 11:00-2:00 PM LUNCH11:00AM-2:00PM | | UNCH 11:00-2:00PM | LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM | KITCHEN CLOSED SKY LOUNGE OPEN
9:00AM-7:00PM SKYLOUNGE 11:30Tq | SKYLOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM | iy | OUNGE OPEN 11:30AM | SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM| sy | OUNGE 11:30 AMTO 7 pM | 11:00AM-4:30PM
7:00 PM NO FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER
HOLIDAY
[MARTIN LUTHER KING BABY BACK RIBS
BINGO EARLY BIRD BABY BACK RIBS
TAILGATE FOOTBALL 6:30PM ORIENTATION KARAOKE & TILAPIA
SUNDAY REGULAR 7:00PM
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
SKY LOUNGE OPEN | LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM | LUNCH 11:00-2:00 PM | LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM | LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM | FRIDAY NIGHT SKY LOUNGE OPEN
9:00AM-7:00PM SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM | SKY LOUNGE OPEN SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM | SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM| DINNER 6:00-8:30 PM| 11:00AM-4:30PM
11:30AM SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM
TAILGATE FOOTBALL
SUNDAY BINGO EARLY BIRD FISH AND CHIPS
6:30PM
FEBRUARY 2026 REGULAR 7:00PM & RED SNAPPER
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
SKY LOUNGE OPEN | LUNCH 11:00-2:00Pm | LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM LUNCH LUNCH 11:00-2:00 PM | FRIDAY NIGHT SKY LOUNGE OPEN
9:00AM-7:00PM KY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM | SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM | 1 1:00-2:00 PM SKY LOUNGE OPEN DINNER 6:00-8:30 PM | 11:00AM-4:30PM
SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM
PER MEETING 11:30AM PER THURSDAY NIGHT DINNER CRAB FEED
BINGO EARLY BIRD CHAIRMAN: PERS CHICKEN FRIED STEAK | ———————
6:30PM LODGE MEETING/INTIATION | &-BASA
REGULAR 7:00PM
8 9 10 1 12 13 14
SKY LOUNGE OPEN | LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM | LUNCH11:00AM-2:00PM | | \j\icpy LUNCH 11:00-2:00 PM | FRIDAY NIGHT SKY LOUNGE OPEN
9:00AM-7:00PM SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM| SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM 11:00-2:00 PM SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30 AM| DINNER 6:00-8:30 PM| 11:00AM-4:30PM
S ———— TRUSTEE MEETING 6PM SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM
SPECIAL NEEDS
SUPER BOWL BINGO EARLY BIRD HOUSE COMMITTEE MEETING 7PM | pARMESAN CALAMARI BINGO/VALENTINE
SUNDAY 6:30PM &MEATLOAF

DANCE






