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December 2025
A Message from our Exalted Ruler 

Happy December, Smithfield Elks! As we enter this beautiful season of Christmas and generosi﬚, I want to take a moment to reflect 
on what an incredible November we shared together. Our Lodge was overflowing with chari﬚, fellowship, and true Elk spirit. I am so 
thankful and grateful for every member who stepped up, volunteered, a﬙ended, or supported our events in any way. You are what 
makes Lodge 2359 shine.

On Sunday, November 2nd, we gathered for our annual Veterans Luncheon, one of the most meaningful traditions we celebrate. A 
heartfelt thank-you to Chairperson Derek Howe and to the Veterans Luncheon Commi﬙ee: Brian Brouille﬙e, Janice Brouille﬙e, 
Wayne Begnoche, Ginny Filomenia, Tracey Parenteau, Jeff Parenteau, and Mike Zuba. Your dedication ensured our veterans felt 
truly honored and appreciated.

We also rolled up our sleeves for a much-needed basement cleanup! Thank you to Ron DuPault for leading the effort, and to the 
amazing volunteers who helped make it happen: Victor Pavao, Wanda Aguirre, Deb Laporte, Steve Parent, Steve Houle, Walter 
Sebastianelli, and Kevin Hurteau. A special shout-out to Steve Parent, Walter Sebastianelli, Kerri Brockmiller, and Al Brockmiller for 
hauling away everything we no longer needed—your extra effort truly helped us clear the clu﬙er before the holidays!

And what a Turkey Trot we had this year! A huge thank-you to co-chairs Liz and Shannon Giglio-Kerns and their wonderful team—
Cheryl Martel, Lori Dio, Deb Laporte, Nancy Bruno, Claudia Cote, and Janice Brouille﬙e—for creating a festive, successful, and 
heartwarming event.

Because of this year’s Turkey Trot, our Lodge was able to donate 30 full Thanksgiving baskets to three neighboring communities, 
helping families enjoy a brighter holiday season. The commi﬙ee will also be meeting soon to determine additional charitable 
donations from the proceeds—extending our generosi﬚ spirit even further.

Elk of the Month – Brenda Lambert
Please join me in congratulating Brenda Lambert, our well-deserved Elk of the Month! Brenda serves as Chairman of the House 
Commi﬙ee, an unpaid and osten unnoticed role—yet she gives it everything she has. Her dedication, heart, and hard work keep our 
Lodge running smoothly. We are incredibly fortunate to have her, and she absolutely deserves this recognition.

Officer of the Month – Victor Pavao, 4-Year Trustee
Our Officer of the Month is Victor Pavao, and I could not be more grateful for him. Victor is always the first to step up, take on 
responsibili﬚, and support the Lodge in every way possible—from building compliance, to volunteering, a﬙ending State Meetings 
and visiting other Lodges with me. I simply wouldn’t be able to do what I do as Exalted Ruler without his steady support and 
commitment.

December Festivities – Don’t Miss Out!
The holiday season is in full swing, and we have some wonderful events coming up:
 Children’s Christmas Par﬚ – December 6th
 Member Appreciation Night – December 17th

We hope to see many of you there to celebrate the joy and warmth of the season! 

As we move through this festive season, may your homes be filled with peace, laughter, and the warmth of family and friends. Thank 
you all for embodying the true spirit of Elkdom. Together, we make Lodge 2359 a place of generosi﬚, communi﬚, and Christmas 
cheer.
Fraternally and festively yours,
Fran Desjarlais, Exalted Ruler

If you have any queries or questions please 
email us elkslodgesmithfield2359@gmail.com.

GET IN TOUCH  401-231-9820



Smithfield Elks Leadership 
2025/2026

Lodge Officers

Exalted Ruler: Fran Desjarlais
Leading Knight: Kevin Hurteau

Loyal Knight: Lisa Chase
Lecturing Knight: Tonya Hurteau
Esquire: Virginia (Ginny) Filuminia

Chaplain:  Nicole Dufault 
Secretary: Beth Saccoia
Treasurer: Deb Laporte

Inner Guard: Claudia Cote
Tiler: Wanda Aguirre

Board of Trustees

 1 year: Mike Connolly
 2 year: Ron Depault
 3 year:  Jeff Parenteau

4 year:  Victor Pavao
 5 year: Tracey Parenteau

State Chaplain: Amy Desorcy
State Trustee: Ed Atchison

House Committee
Chair: Brenda Lambert

Ginny Filuminia
Christine Skalibinski

Jim Carmondy
Stacy LaCroix

Bar Steward: Erin Valcourt



Secretary's News

Hello Members:

The following have been proposed for membership:

Peter Crepeau proposed by Virginia Filuminia

We will be balloting on the following at our next meeting on December 4th. 

Robin McVeigh, John Connaughton, Susan Connaughton, Katherine Linton,
Karen Gomez, Jill McCarthy, Robert Mailloux III, Daniel Salisbury, Jill Readel and
Anthony Amaral.

Our Memorial Service will be on December 7th at 10:00am. This service is to recognize 
our absent members. Please try to a﬙end this memorial to remember those we lost.

We currently have 45 delinquent members. It is not too late to renew your membership.
Please contact me by email at 2359secretary@gmail.com or by phone 401-231-9820 ext.2

if you have any questions.

May this Christmas season bring joy to your heart and happiness to your home.

Have a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!

Beth Saccoia
Lodge Secretary



HAPPY
HAPPY
HAPPYBirthday
Birthday

MAY YOUR DAY BE AS BRIGHT 
AND BEAUTIFUL AS YOU!

LET'S CELEBRATE AND HAVE FUN! 
Celebrate your special day at the 
Lodge! If your birthday falls this 

month, visit the Lounge for a free 
drink to mark the occasion. Just 

present your current membership 
card to the bartender!

Jorge Aldana   01
Steve Houle   01
Donald Innocenti  01
Richard Quetta  01
Jason Pinault   03
Joanne Andreozzi  04
Ronald Genereux  04
Victor Pavao   04
Lynne Swanson  04
Charles Heimann  05
Russell Demeulenaere 06
Martha Schweitzer  07
Kenneth Lewis   09
Dale Lizotte   09
Steven Jenkins  10

Carolyn Menard 01
Joseph Dhosi  02
Frank Leddy 02
Lawrence O'Leary 02
Orlando Alecio 04
Joseph Huyler 05
Frank Monti 05
Nicholas DeCristoforo 06
Diane Mailloux 06
Eugene Potrzeba 06
John  Morel 07
Diane Frechette 08
Russell Clark  10
Lorraine McFarland 10
Wallace Riordan 11
Kevin  White 11

Marcel Badeau 12
Nancy Bruno 13
Justin Harrington 13
Matthew O'Leary 13
Kevin  Trainor 13
Bryan Dunford 14
Richard Worcester 14
John  Duprey 15
Derek Howe 15
William Stamp 15
Ralph Willis  15
Francesco Lombardi 16
Monette Patrie 16
Bette Anne Campbell 17
Debra Gorman 17
GJohn Earley  18
Jason Clark   21

Paul  Dumouchel 23
Thomas Varatta  23
Richard Conforti 24
Lisa  Deslauriers 24
Robert Naylor 24
Louis  Parente 24
Charles Gresko 25
Douglas Keene 25
Kathleen Walsh 25
Donald Brown 27
Frank Di Grado 27
Carole Stiles  27
Wayne Demers 28
Mark  Healy 28
Walter Kaehler 29
Cheryl Migliaccio 29
William Hargreaves 30
Laurie  Dio  31







Community Investment
Season’s Greetings 2359 lodge members

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Communi﬚ Investments Program. When it 
began back in 2005, the CIP had a budget of $350,00. Now, the budget has grown to 
nearly $18 million. Thanks to your support, Elks have funded nearly 60,000 grants. 
Most importantly, Elks have made meaningful differences in the lives of countless 
veterans, children and neighbors. This exemplifies the meaning of Christmas and of our 
brotherhood, Chari﬚.

Next year, our lodge aspires to apply for some of the many CIP grants so that we may 
give back to our local communi﬚ charitable organizations. To do that, our lodge needs 
your continued support. Whether it be $10, $25, $100 or more, every dollar donated by 
our members helps us become eligible for the many grants available from the Elks 
National Foundation.

During this special time of the year, think about how your tax-deductible donation could 
help several of our local charities like the food bank, veterans’ organizations and more. 
Please consider donating, if you can, so our lodge can help others in need!

If you’d like to help support CIP and other ENF programs in the New Year, visit
h﬙ps://www.elks.org/enf/OnlineGiving.cfm?form=give or mail your check payable to:

Smithfield Elks 2359
326 Farnum Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917
Memo – ENF Donation

It just might be the best Christmas gist you can give!

Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Jeff Parenteau
ENF Chair, CIP Grant Coordinator
Smithfield Elks Lodge #2359



House Committee News

December 2025

December 17th will be our Elk Appreciation day.   

Please stop by starting at 5pm as we appreciate all of our members.  Drinks and 
food specials are still being worked out, more to follow.  This event is to thank and 
support our members for their dedications throughout the year.   More to follow. 

• We want to be sure this date is on everyone’s radar to join us for a great evening 
• We will have DJ service provided
• Raffles and random Elk winners, more to follow….. 
• Food services will be provided, and again these details are being worked out. 

December 24th and 31st, the EVE’s we will only be open from noon to 6pm

• NO FOOD service either of these days.  December 24th and December 30th 
• We will provide “Martini Wednesday from 4pm to 6pm on both days
• NO food Service ON December 26th , Friday follow the holiday
• NO food service ON January 2nd, Friday following the holiday
• We will resume food service on January 7th and 9th

January 2025

January 4, 2026, will be a Sunday breakfast day
• All your breakfast favorites
• Tickets will soon be available, price will be $15 per person 

Have a safe and wonderful holiday from your House Commi﬙ee



House Committee News





SHAKE UP YOUR MIDWEEK!
Martini Wednesdays

Join us every Wednesday  not only for handcrafted martinis,  
but tasty small bites, and fresh surprises!

Great Cocktails and Flavor-packed Food Options!
Good vibes & great company. 

Check out our menu options on our 
Facebook Page or at the Lodge!

Serving: 5pm – 7pm or until we are out!

Come thirsty. Leave happy.

“Let’s toast to Wednesdays done right!”

A m��� t���'s f��� o� s���r���s.

Dinner Favorites Every Friday!

Join us every Friday  for  our delicious food options! Delicious Dishes That 
Always Hit the Spot

Join us for a rotating menu of comfort food classics and flavorful surprises—
courtesy of our talented volunteers.

Whether it’s fan-favorite Fish and Chips or a brand-new creation, you’re 
sure to leave satisfied and smiling!

Serving 5pm – 8pm
�Menu posted weekly on our Facebook page or 

available right at the Lodge

Come hungry, leave happy. 
You deserve a Friday done right!



Members Lounge News
Member Lounge Hours:

Monday – Friday from 2pm – close
Saturday - Sunday – 12pm – close

Flavors in the Can!
High Noon – Assorted Flavors

Sun Cruiser Iced Tea
Whalers Drift Blueberry Lemon
Whalers Drift Cucumber Lime

Truly – Wildberry
Bravazi Blood Orange Soda

Sam Adam's Winter

On Tap
Narragansett 

Bud Light
Whalers Rise

Wachusett Blueberry
Captain's Daughter

1811 Donut Cider
Downeast Blackberry Cider

Not in the mood for an adult beverage?
No worries—we’ve got you covered! Enjoy our selection of assorted juices, 

refreshing sodas, and even a couple of non-alcoholic beer options to 
keep the good times flowing for everyone.!

 Thirsty? We’ve got just the thing.
Our lounge serves up a delicious variety of mixed drinks and canned 

beverages—crafted to suit every taste. Whether you’re craving 
something bold, bubbly, or blissfully balanced, your perfect sip is 

waiting!



Elks Monthly Meeting 
Schedule

Thursday, December 4th
6pm Board of Directors
7:30pm Lodge Meeting

Must be in Meeting by 7:15 
All Members are welcome 

Sunday, December 7th
House Committee Meeting 

9am
All members are welcome.

Thursday, December 18th
6pm Board of Directors
7:30pm Lodge Meeting

Must be in Meeting by 7:15 
All Members are welcome 

December

House Committee

Lodge Meetings



Lounge Entertainment
Schedule

Friday, December 5th
MIke Colletta

7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

Friday, December 19th
Over theTop Duo 

7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

Friday, December 12th 
Bombshell Betty

7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

December



Activities 
and Events





Activity Committee News

The Activities Committee would like to thank all of our members, your families and friends 
for your continued support this past year. We hosted a number of fundraisers and events 
designed to support our local communities and to support you, our members. 

From Line Dancing, to Margaritaville, to our Chicken BBQ and end of Summer Bash to 
The Country Fest, we hope that had the chance to attend a few or all and had a great 
time.

With your continued support, we were able to fund some deserving local non-profit 
organizations this year including ENF, The Smithfield Dive and Rescue team, ALS 
Foundation, Local Food Pantries and the Veteran's through the annual Rucking for Roofs 
event. 

As we work to build out the agenda for 2026, please watch for more information on two 
great events we have planned in January- our Winter Wonderland Wine Tasting Event on 
January 10th and our Dynamite & Chili Cookoff event on January 31st 
Tickets will be available online and at the lodge. Visit us at www.smithfieldelks.org 

Our fundraising events are open to all members as well as non-members, family, and 
friends. A wider audience allows us to increase our membership; share the great work we 
do as Elks Members and keeps our lodge a fun and exciting place to visit. 

We would love your feedback on events you would like to see take place or non-profit 
organizations you feel could benefit from our support.

If you are interested in volunteering or would like more information on our events, please 
contact me or Tonya Hurteau - We look forward to connecting with you!

Tracey Parenteau
5 year Trustee
Activities Chairperson





We Need Volunteers!
Yes, that means you!

We are always looking for volunteers to support the many events 
we host every month and to get involved in supporting the various 
charities that are near and dear to us as Elks. This can be in person 

volunteering, becoming a member of the activities committee, 
providing raffle baskets for our events, or selling raffle tickets at 
any of our events. If you have a passion for cooking, know your 

way around the kitchen, or would like to support any of our 
Friday night dinners or special events, 

we are always looking for help.

 Please contact Brenda Lambert, Tracey Parenteau, Tonya Hurteau or 
any of our lodge officers. We Need You!!





CONTACT & 
STAY CONNECTED

Stay Connected with Grand Lodge:
Explore more about the Elks on a national level and sign up to 
receive The Elks Magazine—a monthly publication filled with 
inspiring stories, updates, and member highlights.

Visit: www.elks.org
From there, you can:
- Create a member login
- Access Grand Lodge news and resources
- Subscribe to The Elks Magazine

We’re here to help and happy to connect! Whether you have a 
question, need assistance, or want to get involved, reach out anytime.

Phone:
401-231-9820

Email Contacts:
- Exalted Ruler: 2359exaltedruler@gmail.com
- Lodge Secretary: 2359secretary@gmail.com
- Hall Rentals: elkshallrental2359@gmail.com
- General Inquiries: elkslodgesmithfield@gmail.com

Location:
Smithfield Elks Lodge #2359
326 Farnum Pike, North Smithfield, RI 02917

Online Presence:
- Website: smithfieldelks.org
- Facebook: Smithfield Elks ~ Lodge #2359
- RI State Elks Facebook: RI Elks Association

https://www.elks.org/
https://smithfieldelks.org/

