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Welcome December — truly “the most wonderful time of the year”!

As we close out 2025, | want to begin by thanking everyone for another successful RV
Roundup. November will long be remembered for our Yard Sale, which brought in many

and the effort from our volunteers was nothing short of heroic. A special acknowledgment
goes to Scotty Foy, who worked tirelessly day and night to procure and deliver items to
the lodge. Thanks to all who contributed — proceeds have gone directly toward lodge
expenses.

We are also deeply grateful to:

* The anonymous donor for your generous check.

* Neils Lounge and Sloan’s Restaurant for donating turkeys for our Thanksgiving
dinner.

Our House Committee deserves recognition as well. Their thoughtful planning for the remainder of the season is
inspiring, and | encourage everyone to join me by thanking them for their dedication.

Important Update

The Board of Directors has been reviewing our profit and loss statements. While there are positive highlights, inflation
has taken its toll, and expenses are outpacing revenue. To sustain our lodge, we must increase revenue — and this
will require the full support of our membership.

We will focus on five key areas:

1. Membership Growth — We should aim to initiate 10—15 quality members each month.

2. Private Event Rentals — Help us spread the word that our lodge is available for rentals.

3. RV Guests — Welcoming more visitors to our lodge.

4. Charity Fundraisers — A portion of proceeds will support lodge operations (disclosed in advance).

5. Newsletter Advertising — Business card—size ad sales will begin soon.
| have asked the House Committee to schedule a Town Hall Meeting in January. This will give members a clear
“state of the lodge” update and outline our initiatives to increase revenue. Your participation is vital. This meeting will
also be a good opportunity to consider our officer core ahead of February elections. Remember, our leadership is
decided by your vote, and we encourage all members to attend our bimonthly lodge meetings to stay engaged in
lodge operations.

Looking Ahead

Together, we have proven that the sky is the limit when we work as one. It takes every member’'s commitment to
shape our future, and | implore everyone to play a role in defining it.

Please join us for the Elks Public Memorial Service on Sunday, December 7th at 11:00 AM. This short but
meaningful service will honor and remember those we lost this year.

Gratitude

As we enter the holiday season, | am personally grateful to each of you. | hope your Thanksgiving was joyful and that
your Christmas is merry and bright.

Finally, a heartfelt thank-you to our many volunteers. Your dedication is the heartbeat of this lodge. While | cannot list
everyone, | want to recognize:

Hall Rich, Bob & Joey Hoots, Karann Wilks, Brian Gray, Mary Claeys, Scotty Foy, J. Israel Vasquez, Beate
Boyd, Richard Snyder, Chuck Ingle, Brenda Anderson.

¥ THANKYOU v

Fraternally,
Ron Sweatte

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor

shoppers despite one day of torrential rain. The quality of items donated was outstanding,
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[Tis the season to count our blessings — and | count ALL our
volunteers among mine.

From the kitchen to the bar, from our wait staff serving breakfast, lunch, and
dinner, to our door greeters and the many members who help maintain our
lodge and chair our committees — your dedication is immeasurable. Many of
you balance second jobs yet still give your time and energy to the lodge.
Please, when you see these individuals, take a moment to thank them for all
they do.

This past year has shown us what we can accomplish together. November's
Yard Sale was a shining example — our volunteers worked tirelessly, and the quality of donated items
drew in many shoppers. And yes, a special thanks to Scotty Foy, who went above and beyond
procuring and delivering items. Proceeds went directly toward lodge expenses, helping us continue
our mission.

As Ron shared, our House Committee has been working hard to plan for the remainder of the
season, and the Board of Directors is focused on ensuring the lodge’s financial health. It will take all of
us — through membership growth, event rentals, fundraisers, and more — to keep our lodge thriving.
Your participation and support make all the difference.

Most importantly, let us remember that together we have proven the sky is the limit. With unity and
commitment, we can define our future and continue to build a lodge we are proud of.

Wishing each of you a Merry Christmas and a Fabulous New Year filled with joy, gratitude, and
fellowship.

With appreciation,

Barbara Sweatte, Esteemed Loyal Knight
@ eye8waffles@gmail.com
¥, (509) 290-2509

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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Indio Fiks Lodge #1043
Invites you be a part ofthe
speakeasy Drohibition 7
GCala
Wednesday December 31. 2025
GCangsters & Molls

C-Men & Damsels
It°s Surf & Turfp
$756 pex nerson

(tax Im:luded)
Prepaid Deservations
are a must
(760)347-1643

with credit card
or in person at the bar

Entertainment by
evin Miller
&)
Lynn Rutherford

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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& Santa Clause for Paws Is Coming to the Lodge! %3

Get ready to spread some holiday cheer and help our furry friends in need!

Starting November 24th, the Lodge lobby will
sparkle with a beautiful Pet Donation Christmas
Tree, supporting the incredible work of Desert Paws
Sanctuary.

Desert Paws Sanctuary is dedicated to rescuing,
rehabilitating, and rehoming abandoned animals—
and they need our help!

How You Can Make a Difference:

« Visit their website at
desertpawssanctuary.org to see their
current wish list.

« Pick up an item or two during your
holiday shopping.

« Drop off your donations under the tree
in the lobby any time after November
24th.

Let’s fill the tree with love, hope, and supplies that make tails wag and
hearts heal. %" &

More details will be shared in the December bulletin, so stay tuned!

Thank you for being part of this joyful mission.
Together, we can make this season brighter
for animals who need us most; Together — We
Make a Difference!

Warm wishes,
Mary Claeys
House Committee Chair

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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Purple Pig Races at Indio Elks Lodge

Back by popular demand, the Purple Pig Races will be held at the
Indio Elks Lodge on December 6, 2025, from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM.

How to Participate

1. Pick up your pig at the
lodge.

2. Decorate your pig with a
holiday theme.

3. If you are feeling charitable,
fill your piggy with loose

change.
4. Enter your masterpiece in

the pig races.

Prizes will be awarded for the most original, the most beautiful,
and the funniest pig.

Post-Race Festivities
After the Purple Pig Races event, join us for Christmas carols and
a delicious prime rib dinner.

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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California-Hawaii Elks Major Project

** ROUND-UP DRAWINS RAISED: § 1,132.25

** ENF: $ 626.00|

** VETERANS THROUGH DRAWINGS AND DONATIONS: § 967.13

** COMMUNITY CHARITY: § 870.60

Millennium Club Members

Century Club Members

DAVID LUTES - § 200.00

52 Club Members

Purple Pig

JOE DIETZ —§ 16.61

ESTHER BERGMARK - § 12.73
STEVE DAVIDSON - § 20.75
HARRY SHORE - § 36.99
ROSS KVINGE — § 48.82
LODGE (2) - $19.60 & $33.95

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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,communn‘y

16" from
sale.
equipme

woohoo!!!
we sold $5,134.08
Thank Yyou everyone
for all your donations d more!
and volunteer hours!!

Enjoy Cool Sot

Indio Elks Lodge
46301 Madison St.
Indio, California

760-347-1643

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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- - December Birthdays — Indio, CA Lodge No. 1643

01 — Anderson, Lois

01 — Newkirk, Josephine L
03 — Habecker, Gregory James
03 — Nautel, Bernard
04 — Bever, Terry L

04 — Wyman, Stanley L
05 — Constant, Floyd
05 — Harris, Garry

06 — Carroll, Ken

06 — Farmer, Robert A
06 — Ferra, Ramon

06 — Johnson, Ken

06 — Karrels, Jerome A
06 — Nixt, GloriaJ

08 — Durbin, Eugene

08 — Rukasin, Paul A
10 — Hines, Jared A

11 — Stanford, Gregg A
12 — Hartley, Sheila

12 — Murphy, William
12 — Witten, Harold

13 — Calvert, Gordon
13 — Lewis, Ted

14 — Berz, Leonard

15 — Diemer, Shelley
16 — Dawson, George
16 — Flory, Cassandra
16 — La Vigne, Ted

17 — Busam, Mark

19 — Branson, Darrel D
20 — Cline II, Carl

20 — Hedges, Angela Kris
20 — Reiter, Steven

20 — Sechrest, Cari

21 — Martinez, Philip H
23 — Barlow, Dale

23 — White, Carole D

24 — Zahlen, Fern

25 — Brito, Rutillo R

25 — Christenson, Carol
25 — Dean, Patricia R

26 — Chapman, Scott

26 — Jamison, Ray

26 — Mahr, Dennis

27 — Fuhlendort, Rudolf
27 — Molinar, Justin

28 — Miller, Norman

28 — Nieto, Charles

29 — Farrell, Len E

29 — Pacheco, Tomas

29 — Plonski, Tom

29 — Tenneriello, Angela
30 — Meacham, Steve

31 — Braun, Travis W

31 — Landgrebe, Robert T
31 — Sullins, Earle

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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Indio Elks 1643 - Committees

House Committee

Mary Claeys (HC Chair)

Karann Hansen-Wilks (HC Secretary)

Gregg Steitz

Michael Kearney

Joanne Hoots

Harriet Macknicki

Americanism

Steve Bazurto

Activities Committee

Vacant

Auditing & Accounting

Adolph Avila

Carl Gromada

Stephanie Rosales

Aaron Shubb

Investigation Mike Piltz
Insurance & Safety Mike Goloskie (Chair)
Beate Boyd
Hall Rich
Memorial Day Vacant
Drug Awareness Vacant
Hoop Shoot Michelle Solvin
Government Relations Vacant
Orientation Chair Officer
Lodge Community Activities Vacant
Membership & Retention John Platt (Chair)
Beate Boyd
Scotty Foy
Grant Coordinator Brenda Anderson (Chair)
Veterans Vacant
Youth Activities Vacant
Volunteer Coordinator Vacant
PER Association Vacant
Piggy Bank Janet Benavides (Chair)
Judiciary Joseph Daily
Bequest and Living Trust Vacant
Scholarship Angela Tenneriello (Chair)
Ritual Vacant
ENF Joanne Hoots (Chair)

Barbara Sweatte

Public Relations

Amanda (Manda) Barraza (Chair)

Editor/ Bulletin

J. Israel Vasquez

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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Lodge Hours

Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 11:30 — 7:00 pm Social Quarters
11:30 — 6:30 pm Food

Ist and 31 Wednesday 11:30 — 6:30 pm Social Quarters
11:30 — 6:30 pm Food

2nd 4t apd 5t Wednesday 11:30 — 7:00 pm Social Quarters
11:30 — 6:30 pm Food

Friday 11:30 — 7:00 pm Social Quarters
11:30 — 6:30 pm Food

Saturday 12:00 — 4:00 pm Social Quarters

Sunday 8:30 - 11:30 am Breakfast

Club Manager serves the right to modify weekend closing hours depending on

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday**
Friday**
Saturday

Sunday**

member attendance.

Menu

Regular Menu Deals — Come Join Us!

Regular Menu Deals — Come Join Us!

Regular Menu Deals — Come Join Us!

Chicken Fried Steak; Meatloaf

Friends and Family Dinner 5-7; Dinner & Drink Specials
No food

Breakfast - $ 10.00 and $15.00

**Call for Reservations

Club Manager 760-346-1643 ext. 3
|

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

NEW MEMBER INITIATION ~ NOVEMBER 19, 2025
Robert Veri

Jean Umanzio

Mathilda Fusco

Karen Fisk

Deborah McGroarty

SICKNESS AND DISTRESS

REMEMBER BROTHERS AND SISTERS, REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS ARE

ALWAYS IN ORDER
MEMBER REASON
LODGE OF SORROW
MEMBER DATE
LIFE MEMBERSHIP
NAME REASON

ATTENDANCE WINNERS IF PRESENT

NAME DRAWING 11/19/2025 PRESENT Y/N
HARROLD LEON SMITH $500.00 N
BOB HOOTS $200.00 N

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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From the Editor’s Desk

As we welcome December and the closure of another remarkable
year, | am reminded of how much we have accomplished together.
From the energy of our RV Round-Up to the success of November’s
Yard Sale, and the countless meals, events, and celebrations in
between, Lodge 1643 continues to thrive because of one thing: YOU
— our volunteers and members.

Every committee chair, every cook in the kitchen, every server,
greeter, and organizer has given their time and heart to make this lodge a place of
fellowship and pride. Many of you balance jobs, families, and other commitments, yet
still show up to serve. That spirit of generosity is what makes our lodge shine.

Looking ahead, our House Committee has an exciting season planned, and our Board
of Directors is working diligently to ensure the lodge remains strong financially. But none
of this happens without continued support. Whether it’s inviting a friend to join, helping
at a fundraiser, or simply thanking a volunteer when you see them — every act of
participation strengthens our lodge family.

This holiday season let’s carry forward the momentum we’ve built. Together, we've
proven that the sky is the limit when we work as one. With your involvement, we can
continue to grow, serve, and celebrate all that makes Lodge 1643 special.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas, a joyful holiday season, and an amazing New Year
filled with fellowship and good will.

Fraternally,
J. Israel Vasquez
Trustee & Bulletin Editor

J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor
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Did You Know?

Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks of the U.S.A.

usa A Fraternal Organization

Wission Statement

To inculeate the principles of Chanity,
Justice, Buotherly Love aud Fidelity; to
necoguize a belieh in God; to promote the
welbare and ewhauce the happiness of its
Mewbew; to quicken the spinit of American
pabriotisut; to cubltivate good [ellowship; to
perpetuate itselh as o fratewal organization,
aud to provide for ity goveuunent, the
Benevolent aud Protective Onden of Elks
of the Uuited States of Awerica will
sowe the pesple and commuuities through
bewevoleut programs, dewoustrating that
Gl Core and Zts Share,

XEXEEXXXEAEERXXXXEXEEXXX XX N XXX XXXXXEXX
XEXXXXEKERXXKEXXXEKRXXKEXEAXXKEXXXKKEXXXKXEXX
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J Israel Vasquez — Trustee/Editor



