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ELK OF THE MONTH

Our Elk of the Month for December is Wendy Hughson,
who has been a member of our Lodge since 2022 and has
served as Youth Activities Committee Chair since April
2024. She supports a variety of year-round programs that
serve local children and families, including Arts and
Crafts Day, Santa’s Workshop, the Community Baby
Shower, Elks National Youth Week, and Story Time in
the Park. Her willingness to help, calm presence, and
genuine care make her a dependable and valued team
member.

Wendy’s commitment extends well beyond youth pro-
gramming. For many years, she has volunteered behind
the scenes to help prepare for our Lodge’s community
outreach efforts and District fundraisers. She also faith-
fully attends DVP and State President Visitations along-
side her father, mother, and children, reflecting her fami-
ly’s strong bond with the Order.

Wendy’s history with Elkdom began long before she
joined our Lodge. As a teenager at Palatka Elks Lodge
#1232, she volunteered during special events and fre-
quently served the Head Table, gaining early experience
in service and hospitality. She also participated in the an-
nual Flag Day service as a teen—an experience she con-
tinues to honor. Today, she helps guide her children and
their friends as they present the flags at our Lodge’s cere-
mony, passing on a deep sense of pride in our nation’s
history.

Her dedication, reliability, and quiet willingness to step
forward wherever needed strengthen our Lodge and ex-
emplify the very best of Elkdom.
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Important Dates in December:

December 1 5:00 PM Maintenance Mtg
5:45 PM Orientation

December 4 6:00 PM PER Meeting
7:00 PM Lodge Meeting

December 7 1:00 PM Elks Memorial
Service

December 8 5:00 PM BOD Meeting
6:00 PM House Meeting

December 18 No Lodge Meeting

Green Cove Springs Elks Lodge #1892
Annual Holiday Stroll on December 17 at 7 PM

Join Ed Weston DDGER
and your fellow Lodge members
for a holiday stroll through
our City’s Parade of Trees in Spring Park!
We'll take in the sights and enjoy the magic
of the season together!

The stroll will begin at the Pool Pavilion
facing Walnut Street.




Exalted Ruler's Message

There is a quiet, transformative power in charity and brotherly love—core values that define who we are as
Elks. At this time of year, their impact is all the more evident, shining through in the simple but meaningful
acts of kindness and service that bring hope and warmth to those around us.

Throughout the month of December, our Lodge will have many opportunities to come together, support our
community, and enjoy one another’s company.

Elks Memorial Service, December 7 at 1 PM—Each year on the first Sunday in December, the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks remembers and honors our departed Members with the Annual Elks Memorial
Service. A light lunch and fellowship will follow the ceremony.

Annual Christmas Party, December 12 at 5 PM—Put on your favorite holiday attire and join us for a festive
evening at our 2025 Lodge Christmas Party. Enjoy a delicious Prime Rib dinner, dance to the music of DJ Gary
K, and create lasting memories with friends and fellow Elks.

Annual Holiday Stroll, December 17 at 7 PM—Join DDGER Ed Weston and your fellow Lodge Members
for a holiday stroll through the City’s Parade of Trees in Spring Park. We’ll meet at the Pool Pavilion facing
Walnut Street.

New Year’s Eve at the Lodge, December 31 starting at S PM—Join us for a family-friendly New Year’s
celebration featuring good food, good company, and a fireworks show beginning at 9 PM!

May this holiday season bring you comfort, cheer, and time with those who
matter most. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all!

Jennifer Parker
Exalted Ruler
Together, Elks Make It Happen!

Elks Read

On Tuesday, November 4, Ex-
alted Ruler Jennifer Parker
and volunteer Mary Bolla vis-
ited the GCS Head Start Cen-

ter to read picture books about

Christmas Trees in Spring Park Thanksgiving and Turkeys to

the pre-K students! Each child
Thank you to Mike McNaney, Laquetta Willimon, and the many dozens | |received a copy of the featured

of volunteers who helped set up the Christmas trees in Spring Park! book 10 Fat Turkeys. A copy

This annual tradition is a beautifully festive way to add to the commu- of the book Thanks for
nity's holiday spirit Thanksgiving was also donat-

ed to the Center.




Member Information

Initiated 11/20:

Glenn Adams and Ernie Reiter

Also pictured: DDGER Ed Weston, ER Jennifer
Parker, and DVP Elise Taylor-Sindab

Membership ID Required

The Elks Lodge is a private club with social quarters providing
food, liquor, and entertainment for the membership. For a
member to enjoy the benefits of our Lodge, proof of current
membership is required to enter the facility, to purchase food
and beverages, and to participate in our drawings.

There are guidelines from the State of Florida and the Elks
Grand Lodge we must follow in order to maintain our licenses
and charter. One of those being, only members are permitted to
make purchases at our Lodge. We ask you to present your
membership card to the bartender on duty prior to making your
first purchase. Proof of membership is required to take part in
the 50/50 raffle, Queen of Hearts, and other drawings we may
have. Please cheerfully cooperate with our volunteers when

Proposed:
Glenn Adams proposed by Rob Loryea, Ernie

Reiter proposed by Rob Loryea, and Danny Wil-
liams proposed by Laquetta Willimon

Transfer of Bentley and Tina Fishel from the Co-
lumbia/Middletown, PA Lodge 1074

Happy Birthday from your Lodge!!
Celebrate your birthday with a drink at the Lodge.
Visit the bar anytime during your birthday month
and present your membership card for a
COMPLIMENTARY BEVERAGE.

Don't forget to give the Lodge Secretary all
address, email, phone, and name changes as
soon as possible to make sure that you con-

tinue to receive the bulletin and any other
special notices.

Attention Committee Chairpersons!
It is your responsibility to submit activity reports for
all Lodge Activities to the Lodge Secretary.

they ask for your membership card. ¢ Turn receipts into the Secretary.
¢ Use Payment Request form for Expenses.

We appreciate your support and cooperation as we ask our bar- + Complete post Special Event & Data Collection
tenders to verify your membership card upon entering the facil- Survey forms.
ity- ¢ Report results to the Lodge at the next regular
Any member dropped for non-payment of dues shall not be meeting aﬁe}‘ the evept. .
permitted on the property. ¢ Prepare a brief narrative after action report.

STAY CONNECTED
The Green Cove Springs Elks Lodge FACEBOOK- Green Cove
#1892 is now on INSTAGRAM! . LODGE 1892 WEBSITE - Springs Elks1892 (Scan the QR
(Scan the QR Code below for direct ac- elksgcs1892.com (Scan the QR Code below for direct access.)
cess.) Code below for direct access.)




Officer of the Quarter

We are proud to recognize Trustee Greg Hughson, Sr. as our Officer
of the Quarter, honoring his exemplary dedication, leadership, and lifelong
commitment to our Order.

Greg has served as a Trustee at our Lodge for many years, providing
steady guidance, thoughtful oversight, and wise counsel to the Exalted Rul-
er and our leadership team. His extensive background in the Order—shaped
over 44 years of membership—allows him to bring clarity, perspective, and
experience to every decision placed before the Board.

Greg is a dependable volunteer at Lodge events. Each week, he as-
sists at Tuesday Bingo, selling sheets with his signature friendliness and
good humor. He frequently turns out to help at a variety of Lodge activities,
always willing to lend a hand wherever he is needed.

His service reaches far beyond Green Cove Springs. At the Palatka
Elks Lodge #1232, Greg served in an extraordinary range of roles, includ-
ing Inner Guard, Chaplain, Secretary (10 years), Treasurer, Lodge Advisor,
and Exalted Ruler. Later he went on to serve as District Vice President, and
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler for the Northeast.

A faithful husband and father, Greg has also inspired a family tradi-
tion of service. He has actively involved and encouraged his children and
grandchildren to participate in Elkdom, passing on a spirit of charity, fel-
lowship, and community engagement to the next generation.

Let the Chips Fly!!

Starting November 30th we will start sell-
ing Beer Chips. Free Beer Koozies on the
30th with your first purchase while sup-
plies last. Come down and check out this
great deal!

Friday Nights at the Lodge!

Come join us at the Lodge for our fun Fri-
day night activities! A great time is always
had at our holiday parties, team trivia, and
karaoke. Check your calendar each month
and join in on the good times!




Elks Memorial Service

We will be remembering the following Members as we hold our annual Elks Memorial Service on Sunday,
December 7, 2025. The service will begin at 1:00 PM followed by a light luncheon as we honor our departed
Members.

Austin Ace Baille Forrester, I, PER

Donna Burnette Bob Giansanti v

Linda Clunk John Graves, PER M&E&Ir-alﬁ‘ s@ N
Sondra Costa Jay Hanson ! VI A

Paul Donoghue Robert Hirsch

Michael J. Dowel Robert E. Lynch

Luke W. Dupuy Patrick McMahon

James C. Elder Duane Merrell

Gary Faircloth John Penoyer : 2l

John Forshaar Basil Vann Community « Friendship « Charity gil’-f

join.elks.org

Shout OQut to the Saturday Crew

Every Saturday for the past 14 years, loyal volunteer Jim Cornelius has been serving our members delicious fish
and shrimp dinners. Jim and his reliable volunteers turn out some of the tastiest meals on the St. Johns River.
The fish & shrimp dinner comes with hush puppies, coleslaw, and fries. All made fresh to order.

Alongside Jim, there are several member volunteers. Every one of these volunteers is willing to donate their val-
uable time to help on Saturdays. We want to thank:

PC Barrett Pat & Len Buerhaus Keith Halbrook Lucretia Maclay
Wayne Joslin Lisa & Greg Lowe Christine Borchers Rick & Ileane Ott

And the many others who have generously helped in the past.

Your dedication and hard work exemplify the selflessness that defines an Elk. Being a volunteer is a demanding
task, so thank you very much for the work you do for our Lodge.

Join the crew on Saturday. Enjoy the view and have a great fish-and-shrimp dinner. Let the crew know how
much you appreciate what they do for us.

Part of the Saturday team is our friendly bartender, Helen Cornelius, Jim's wife. Helen is a longtime member,
bartender and our Lodge Tiler. Every Saturday, you will find Helen greeting our members with a big smile,
serving cold drinks, taking food orders, and making our lodge stand out.

Every Wednesday, you’ll find her behind the Tiki Bar taking care of our members. On Thursdays, Helen is at
the Lodge, first preparing food and drinks for members and guests and then as our Tiler during Lodge Meetings.

Thank you Helen, for all you do around our Lodge and for being part of the team.

Shout OQut Loud
Thank you to all our Saturday Crew

If you would like to volunteer on Saturday, contact our House Committee Chair,
Eric Thorsen at 407-739-2496 or email to ejthorsen(@msn.com.
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BINGO News
Our Tuesday night charity
bingo presented a donation to
check to AMIKids. Come
play bingo and help us help
the support our community.

Veterans Day
The Lodge's annual Veterans

Day observance was an oppor-
tunity for us to show our appre-
ciation for our Veterans and
their families for their dedicat-
ed service to our great country.

Santa’s Workers

A huge "thank you" to all the volun-
teers who helped pack gift bags for
Santa's Workshop! If you are interest-
ed in volunteering on December 6 for
the city of Green Cove Springs Christ-
mas on Walnut Street festivities, con-
tact Tracy Carroll at 904-860-9015 for
more details.

JOIN THE CLUB

Avutomate your support of the Elks National Foundation with a
monthly gift through your credit card or bank account.
Becoming a Fidelity Club member is an easy and secure way
to support your Foundation!

Elks

National
Foundation, Inc.

Scan the QR code or visit secure.elks.org/FidelityClub to learn more.

Tile Repair Complete in the Social Quarters!

g We want to thank Keith Halbrook and Christine
ﬁmﬂm_.m Borchers for replacing the broken tiles around
Helging Elks Build Stronger:Commudiiss the bar in our Social Quarters. Their work has
made a noticeable improvement to the area, and
we appreciate their time and effort.
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The Quigley House Angel Tree

Our Green Cove Springs Elks Lodge is organizing an Angel Tree in
support of the Quigley House. The gifts you donate will help provide
some Christmas cheer for the survivors of domestic abuse. Your
contribution will bring joy and hope to those survivors this holiday
season.

Angel Tree for Quigley House

We are once again sponsoring an Angel Tree for
the adults and children of Quigley House. Last
year we collected more than 300 gifts for these
survivors of domestic abuse. On December 12th
the staff from Quigley House will be joining us at
our Lodge Christmas party so that we can present
them with some Christmas cheer for the families
they serve. Please plan to join us as we start cele-

Our Mission is to Educate, Equip, and Empower survivors of

brating Christmas a little early with them.

domestic violence and sexual assault while providing awareness
through community education.

Next time you're at the Lodge, stop by the Angel Tree and choose an
ornament. The ornaments are numbered and have 4 wish list items.
Purchase at least one gift based on the suggestions on the back of
the ornament. Ornaments will be labeled for Parents, Teens, Kids,
ages 5-10 and Kids, ages 0-5.

Once you've finished your shopping, please return your new
unwrapped gift(s) in a Christmas Gift bag and place your gifts in the
box located under the Angel Tree.

Please return the gifts by Wednesday, December 10™.

If you have any questions, reach out to
Barbara Thompson 904-710-6097 or Sally Thorsen 407-415-2496.
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""Thank you for spreading holiday cheer and

making a difference in someone’s life!" f

A Holiday Giving Challenge

As we go into this holiday season thankful for all
we have, let’s think about those in our community
who may need a little help this year.

Starting last month our Elks Lodge once again be-
gan a food drive challenge for the Food Pantry of
Green Cove Springs. Last year with your generous
contributions, we were able to donate over 500
pounds of food.

Let’s finish strong as we work to help our commu-
nity again this year!
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702 5 Orange Avenue, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

Telephone: 904-284-9049 / Email: bpoel892@bellsouth.net / Website: elksgcs1892.com

A Holiday Giving Challenge

Shopping List

Please bring your donations to the Lodge each week

November 10 to November 18
Rice
Oatmeal
Crackers
Stuffing mix
Pancake mix
Breakfast cereal
Mashed potatoes
Macaroni and cheese
Or any item of your choice

November 19 to November 27

Pasta
Dried fruit
Can of fruit
Applesauce
Dessert mix
Canned yams
Cranberry sauce
Or any item of your choice

November 28 to December 6
Salt
Pepper
Peanut butter
Jelly
Chicken broth
Spaghetti sauce
Evaporated milk
Bottle of vegetable oil
Or any item of your choice

December 1 to December 12
Can of tuna
Can of corn
Can of peas
Can of soup
Can of beans
Can of carrots
Can of chicken
Can of green beans
Or any item of your choice

Benefiting the Food Panty of Green Cove Springs

Thank you for your support!

Community = Friendship » Charity

elks.org
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Otficers and Committee Members
OUR BOOSTERS 2025-2026

Officers for 2025-2026
Exalted Ruler - Jennifer Parker, PER
Leading Knight - Kristine Watson
Loyal Knight - Rob Loryea
Lecturing Knight - Stuart Williams Jr.
Secretary - Diane Watson
Treasurer - Paul Orvosh, PDDGER
Esquire - Tracy Carroll, PER
Chaplain - Cathy Sanders
Tiler - Helen Cornelius
Inner Guard - Sharon Elizabeth
5 Yr Trustee - Ray Rosam Jr.
4 Yr Trustee - Ed Weston, DDGER
3 Yr Trustee - Al Williams, PER
2 Yr Trustee - Greg Hughson, PDDGER
1 Yr Trustee - Laquetta Willimon

2025-2026 Committee Chairpersons

Accident Prevention Kristine Watson
Americanism Kristine Watson
Audit & Accounting David Miller

Bar Manager Gale Klopfenstein
Bingo Chairman Ed Weston, DDGER
Board of Directors Kristine Watson
Building & Maint. David Miller
Community Activities Tracy Carroll, PER
Drug Awareness Jennifer Parker, PER
Elks Memorial Day Chair Officers

Elks Scholarship Jennifer Parker, PER

Elks Training Jennifer Parker, PER
ENF Jennifer Parker, PER
Entertainment Patsy Weston
Flag Day Chair Officers

Fraternal Committees Jennifer Parker, PER
Govt Relations Diane Watson
Harry-Anna Trust Kristine Watson
Hoop Shoot Stuart Williams
Hospital Visitation Cathy Sanders
House Committee Eric Thorsen
Investigation Diane Watson
Kitchen Manager Pat Buerhaus
Lapsed Membership Diane Watson

Lodge Scholarship  Pam Fore

Lodge Activities Tracy Carroll, PER
Lodge Advisor Garfield Hurt, PDDGER
Membership Diane Watson
Newsletter Kristine Watson
Orientation Tracy Carroll. PER
PER Association Ed Weston, DDGER
Public Relations Tracy Carroll, PER
Relief Lodge Officers
Veterans Rick Kunze, PER
Youth Wendy Hughson

Please contact a committee
chairperson if you are interested in helping.
(904)284-9049 Lodge

Maryse Andre
Mark Andrews
Jim Arnold

Sherry Auld

Earl Barnhart
Carla Bartlett
Denise Beauchamp
Neil & MaryJo Beefelt
Ron Bendlin
Jacqueline Bernard
Mary Bolla

Joe Boyd

Carlos Brooks
David Burkhalter
Jeannie Calhoun
Tracy Carroll
Janice Caswell
Quamie Cole
James Cook

Helen Cornelius
Dorothy Degeneffe
William Dugan
Marsha Fields
Thomas Flatter
Bruce Fox

Robert Frey
Robert Goodbread
David Gutzwiller
Larry Hanline

Bill Harwood

Paul Haught
Linda Henning
Greg Hughson Sr.
Michael Jackson
William Jernigan
Locke King

Keith Kirker

Gale Klopfenstein
Nancy Klopfenstein
Penny Kunze
Rick Kunze
Joanne LaBeouf
Lisa Lowe
Michael Jackson
Jim Martin

Gary Miller
Susan Mitchell
George Morat
Sharon Murphy
Cheryle Newman
Dan Norton
Barbara Phelps
Gail Potter
Edward Poucher
James Rae

Gene Rittenhouse
Ronald Robertson
Cheryl Royal
Gene Russin
Valorie Shepard
Charles Skarbrevik
James Stricklen
Ed Szymanski
Lewis Taylor
Linda Lou Thill
Thomas Thomas
Eric Thorsen

Jay Veronko
Diane Watson
Kristine Watson
Ed & Patsy Weston
Keith Wilkes
Robin Wiscovitch
Marsha Zupan

District Leaders

District VP: Alise Taylor-Sindab

(847)682-2987
sindabat@outlook.com

DDGER: Ed Weston

(904)657-1321
erwinc58@gmail.com
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