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Message from the Exalted Ruler, Mike Betenbaugh 
 
     To all Members of Houston Elks Lodge 151. The Christmas season is here. Hopefully 
everyone was able to enjoy Thanksgiving in November with our annual  
Thanksgiving meal. Thank you to everyone who contributed or helped with the meal on 
that day. This is one reason why we gather as friends to share our blessings with each 
other. 
     Speaking of Christmas, the Angel Tree is up in our social quarters along with a signup 
sheet that is on the table nearest to the Angel Tree. Please keep the signup sheet on that 
table. Thank you to Kathy Klimpel for reaching out to Fort Bend Independent School Dis-
trict for the names of individuals and families who are in need during this time of year.  
 

     Upcoming events at your Lodge in December include on the 7th our annual Elks Member’s Memorial Ser-
vice, on the 13th our Lodge hoop shoot in Stafford, and on that same day our veteran’s annual  
Christmas party. On the 19th we will have our Lodge Christmas party. Folks, for these events we need  
volunteers to step up and do what we as Elks do.  
 
     Membership matters folks to every Lodge in our order. Invite your friends, family, and co-workers to the 
Lodge for a meal or an event. Who knows, they may join our Lodge.  
 
     Bingo is still a part of our Lodge’s efforts to reach out to our local community. Some of our newest mem-
bers were introduced to our Lodge through Bingo. Thank you to everyone who helps with Bingo. The Bingo 
crowds had been dropping off for a short time, but on the 13th of November there were 65 Bingo players pre-
sent, and the bank deposit for that night was a little over $1000.00. Well done to all of our  
Bingo workers. 
 
     I will close this article by saying that the volunteer of the Month for December is Joy Olmos. Thank you 

Joy for everything you do for our Lodge, especially for Bingo.   

 

 
Fraternally, 
Mike Betenbaugh 
Exalted Ruler 

 

 

DECEMBER 
2025  

Notice of Change effective  December 1, 2025 
                 

  ALL Lodge Meetings  
will begin at 7pm 
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First, I want to Wish all Members and their Families, a Very Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year! 
 
We’re in the Holiday Season and Everyone is Busy being involved with various Holiday 
activities and Events at Home, Church and at Our Lodge. Last month we had a  
Thanksgiving Dinner at the Lodge and in December, the Lodge will hold our Annual Mem-
bers Memorial Service, Veterans Christmas Dinner, Members Christmas Party and the 

PERS Breakfast with Santa. And Don’t Forget about Steak Night on the First Friday in December 
 
Since our Lodge (Building) is over 20 years old, the Board of Directors has had the carpet and tile replaced 
in the Bar, Dining Area and Main Hallway areas last month. This month, carpet will have been replaced in 
the rest of the Lodge and the Steam tables replaced in the Kitchen. These  
improvements will better facilitate our Lodge holding weekly activities (Dinners, BINGO,etc), special Events 
(Holiday Parties, Flag Day,etc) and Rentals.  
 
In Closing, I Encourage ALL Houston Lodge Elks to Not just attend Lodge Meetings, But to enjoy the Com-
pany of your “fellow” Elks in the various Activities that the Lodge holds throughout the Year! 
 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
Chuck Dingas 
4th  Yr Trustee 

From the Board of Directors 

From the Esteemed Lecturing Knight  
Hello Elks Family!  I’m looking forward to spending Christmas with you all.  I hope 
you all enjoyed your Thanksgiving and have a renewed look at what you are thankful 
for.   
 
While our life experiences vary, we share the common ground of giving back to our 
community.  Thankfully we can and do donate our time and financial support to 
those in need.   
 
Please know that when we give back, we provide a hot meal, fellowship and some 
time to escape the everyday rigor of being homeless and or disabled.  It is incredibly 

important to our veterans’ well-being and our own. 
 
If you haven’t already you should attend our kids’ camp graduation in Gonzales, Texas.  All your hard 
work and support give kids a chance to experience fun, outdoor activities and new friends they would-
n’t ordinarily experience without our 7 one-week camp sessions free to the kiddos. 
 
For me, I’m thankful for the Elk experiences you all are willing to share.  Your  
mentoring / coaching/ teaching is very much appreciated.   
 
Merry Christmas! 
Fraternally yours, 
Troy Lynn Betenbaugh 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL. 
 
Where has this year gone? 
 

As we enjoy this wonderful season, let’s keep those who are less fortunate than we in our thoughts and 
prayers. 
 
Watch the calendar and the what’s happening at the Lodge emails to keep up with all of the Holiday activ-
ities that we have going on this month. 
 
We still have over 40 members who have renewed their membership dues. If you know someone who is 
not current and can help us convince them to stay a member, it would be greatly appreciated. 
 
As always, thank you for all that you do for our Lodge and for Elkdom. Hope to see you around the Lodge 
soon. 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
 
Jim Grissom 
Lodge Secretary 
Area Special Representative 
Texas Gulf Coast District 
 

From the Office of the Secretary 

Ken Boyd 
Emily Hammond 

Ann Grissom 
Tom Player 

Troy Lynn Betenbaugh 
Susan Midyett 

Dale Purrington 
Bob Englander 
Rachel Agriesti 

Friend of BY Youngs 
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To our DECEMBER Members 
                           03            Donna Cooley 

                                                               Betty Dewoody 

                                               05            Daniel M. Dube 

                                               07            Evelyn Flannery 

                                                               Michael McMahon 

                                               09            Rickey Dean Fisher 

                                               11            Michael A. Flaniken 

                                               12            Rebecca Swinford 

                                               13            Steve J. Irey 

                                               16            Jeffrey B. Lemaster 

                                               19            Dason Dyer 

                                               21            Ken Armand 

                                               22            Jeffrey Williams 

                                               23            Henry Gaas 

                                               24            Jimmy A. Jaynes 

                                               25            Christopher R. Gillman 

                                               27            Donald Hughes 

                                               28            Henry J. Canahuati 

                                                               John Palomares 

                                                               Marylin Walla 

                                               29            John A. Atwood 

                                                               Andre Fleener                  

 

_______________________________________________ 
Volunteer for the month of  DECEMBER 

                 Thank you for everything you DO !! 
 

Joy Olmos 
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Hello Elk Friends and Family, 
The holidays sure came upon us fast!  
Just a friendly reminder — December 5th will be my Christmas Steak Night! 
It’s going to be a busy, fun, and exciting evening. We’ll have a Christmas 
movie playing, a huge raffle basket filled with cozy winter goodies, and 
an Ugly Christmas Shirt or Sweater Contest — so Start planning your festive 
outfit! 
 
When you pay for your dinner, you’ll receive a ticket — keep it safe, because 

you might be a lucky winner!  (It’s a surprise!) Keep an eye out for updates on our upcoming Christmas 
Dinner, too.  
And believe it or not, January will be here before we know it — I’m already planning a New Year’s Day 
Party, so stay tuned for all the details! 
 
As always, thank you to everyone for your continued support and all the wonderful comments,  I guess 
I must be doing something right!  I truly want our members and guests to enjoy the activities, relax, and 
Have a great time. Without you all, our special needs children wouldn’t have the support 

they need — your kindness makes a real difference and is deeply appreciated..️ 
 
Keep checking my board for updates and more fun to come! 
 
 
With love, 
Your sweetheart, Tereza 

From the Sweetheart 

Congratulations to our newest 
Terlingua Champion for 2025  

From Houston 151 
 

Greg Lindsey 



    

 
A

 F
ra

te
rn

a
l O

rg
a

n
iz

a
tio

n
 

 D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0
2

5
 

P
u

b
lis

h
e

d
 M

o
n

th
ly

 
V

o
lu

m
e
 1

3
9
 Is

s
u

e
  1

2
 

 

 6
 



 

 

 

 

 A Fraternal Organization  DECEMBER 2025 
Published Monthly 
Volume 139 Issue  12 

 

 7 

Our Veteran’s Committee stay hard at work distributing  
Veteran Welcome Home Kits every month  

Volunteers are needed for the upcoming  
VETERANS HOLIDAY EVENT  

hosted by Houston Lodge 151 on Saturday Dec.13.  
Contact Chuck Dingas if you are interested in helping  

or attend any of the upcoming planning meetings 
 

Watch for details on What’s Happening Emails and Facebook Post 
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                                                                                  LODGE OFFICERS 2025-2026 

                                            Exalted Ruler                  Mike Betenbaugh, PER  

      Est. Leading Knight                        Cindy Rowland  

       Est. Loyal Knight        Susan Midyett 

      Est. Lecturing Knight                  Troy Lynn Betenbaugh 

          Secretary                   Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASR 

                                            Treasurer                                                    Renay Bennett, DDGER  

          Tiler                  Terrie Wetz 

          Esquire                   Robert Marshall 

            Chaplain           Velia Stroud  

          Inner Guard           George Gomez  

                                            Vocalist   Joy Olmos. PDDGER 

           1-Year Trustee           Martha Gutierrez  

           2-Year Trustee             Sally DiPalma, PDDGER 

           3-Year Trustee           Ann Grissom 

           4-Year Trustee           Chuck Dingas  

           5-Year Trustee     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

 

Lodge Hours of Operation 
Monday - Closed 

Tuesday - opens 4:00 pm 

Wednesday - opens 4:00 pm 

Thursday - opens 4pm 

Friday - opens 4:00 pm 

Saturday - open only when there is an event planned 

Sunday - opens at Noon 

Lodge hours subject to change for special events and will close at the discretion of the bartender.  

Look for updates on Facebook and E-Blasts 

                                                              COMMITTEE CHAIRS/COORDINATORS  2025-2026 

 

Accident Prevention     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Americanism     David Rawlins 

Auditing & Accounting     Andy Mishaga, PSP, Earline Grabbe, George Eggleston 

Bar Manager     Ann Grissom 

Bingo      Joy Olmos, PDDGER 

Community Activities     Terry Finch 

Dinner Committee                   Troy Lynn Betenbaugh 

Drug Awareness     Richard Novak Jr. 

Elks Memorial Day     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 
Elks National Foundation     Susan Midyett 

Elks Special Services      Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Flag Day     Lowell Neinast PER, PVP, Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR 

Fraternal Comm.     Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR 

Friends of 151                             Sue O’Neil & Karen Schulz  

Government Relations     John Atwood, SDGER,   

Hoop Shoot     Ken Boyd PDDGER 
Kitchen Manager     Greg Lindsey & David Rawlins 

Lodge Activities     Terry Finch , Susan Midgett,  

Lodge Bulletin     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Lodge Sweetheart     Terry Finch 

Membership     Lowell Neinast, PER  

Membership Retention     Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASA 

Veterans Service     Chuck Dingas  

PER Association     Jack Grabbe, PER 

Public Relations     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Scholarship      Cindie Pridy, PER, Earline Grabbe, Susan Midyett 

Ritual     Lowell Neinast, PER, PVP 

Special Services—All     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Standing Relief Comm     Mike Betenbaugh, PER 

State Major Project      Terry Finch 

TECSI Grants     Sally DiPalma, DL, PDDGER 

Youth Activities      Susan Midyett 


