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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE 

Zephyrhills, FL                  www.elks.org/2731   December 2025 

This was a month to honor our Veterans  

A Month of Remembrance and Community 
 
November proved to be an exceptionally busy and heartwarming month at 
our lodge. The highlight began on November 8th with our participation in the 
Downtown Main Street Veterans Day Parade. Our float was a source of pride 
and gratitude, and walking behind it, I caught sight of a young boy with his 
father. Dressed as a soldier and saluting the passing veterans, he reminded me 
of the boy in the photo on our military wall. Witnessing a child honor our 
veterans was truly touching—a reminder of the enduring respect and admira-
tion we hold for those who have served. As we say, "So long as there are vet-
erans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them." 
 

Friday Night Fish Fry and Music 
 
Our Friday night Fish Fry has seen a steady increase in attendance. We're excited to announce that live music will be featured more 
frequently on Friday nights and our snowbirds and campers are returning for the winter season—welcome back! 
 
Be sure to keep an eye on the calendar and email blasts for details about upcoming events. As always, we invite volunteers to help 
around the lodge. Your involvement is what makes our community thrive. 
 
Honoring Our Veterans 

 
On 11/11 at 11:00, we had our Veterans Day Tribute here followed by a light lunch prepared 
by our volunteers. I want to thank our Esteemed Leading Knight Paul Nutting, PER and the 
lodge officers for participating in this very important event.  
 
Later that afternoon, fourteen meals were donated to veterans that attended karaoke.  
 
On November 14th, Lori Wilder, Marine veteran and Zephyrhills Elks Lodge member went 
to the CLC- Community Living Center at the James A. Haley VA Hospital where they cele-
brated the 250th birthday of the United States Marines. Beverly Miller and MaryAnn Brown 
were also in attendance.  
 

On November 21st, we were honored to host veterans from the James A. Haley VA Hospital at our Fish Fry. Sharing a meal and 
music with these heroes was a special experience, and we're delighted to announce that they will be visiting again on December 
19th. I will continue to update the calendar each month with their visit dates. Please join us in welcoming them—your presence and 
appreciation mean the world to our veterans. A simple conversation, a shared meal, or enjoying music together can make a lasting 
impact. 
 
Welcome to New Members 
 
We are excited to welcome our newest members, who joined us on November 17th. We look forward to growing together and 
making a positive impact in our community. Remember: Elks Care, Elks Share. 
 

Continued on page 2 
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It is with sincere appreciation that we recognize as our 
Volunteer of the Month, Sandra Wilson. On Friday 
nights, she is a permanent fixture in the dining and 
lounge areas, setting up the tables for dinner. She cleans 
up after everyone and does the scraping. You can also 
enjoy her musical talents at karaoke. Please join us in 
celebrating Sandra Wilson for her outstanding service 
and dedication that makes our lodge so special. 

It is my great pleasure to introduce the Elk of the Month, Barbara 
Wilson, affectionately known as The Pie Lady. Barbara has delight-
ed our members and guests for many years by serving delicious 
slices of pie, always with a warm smile. In addition to her famous 
pies, Barbara has dedicated countless hours to doing the laundry 
and faithfully attending our business meetings over the years. She is 
a regular face at our lodge events and games, always willing to lend 
a helping hand wherever needed. Her consistent dedication, attend-
ance, and volunteer spirit make her truly deserving of this recogni-
tion. Please join me in celebrating and thanking Barbara Wilson for 
her longstanding commitment and service to our lodge community  

Continuation from page 1 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
As we move into December, please continue to check the lodge calendar and event blasts for updates and opportunities to partic-
ipate. Whether you’re volunteering, attending classes, or joining us for special events, your involvement is what makes our 
lodge a truly special community. 
 
Thank you all for your commitment, kindness, and spirit of service. 
 
Why Join the Elks? 
 

· Several thousand dollars go to support local charities. 

· Many volunteer opportunities in our local community. 

· 100 Elk lodges in Florida – being a part of a large national organization. 

· Florida Elks Youth Camp—sending children to camp. 

· Veterans and children are our focus. 
 
We like to have fun! Great opportunity to be part of a large family. 
 
Respectfully, 

Barbar Conkli, 

Barbara Conklin  
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5 December Karl Sapp 

12 December Allen Chamberlain 

19 December Westwind Band  

 
 

Get ready to sing your heart out and 

share  

unforgettable moments!  

 
Tuesday, December 2nd  Pollock fish basket 

 

Saturday, December 6th  Dave's burgers 

 

Tuesday, December 9th  Ken's Philly cheese steak 

sandwich 

 

Tuesday, December 16th  Lou' meatloaf 

 

Saturday, December 20th  6 oz chicken filet sandwich 

 

Tuesday, December 23rd  Dave's burgers and Hot dogs 

 

Saturday, December 27th  Taco salad 

 

Tuesday, December 30th    

No Karaoke today, Happy New Year 

 

Saturday, January 3rd    Cod filet sandwich 
 

 
Karla’s Karaoke runs from 3 to 7pm Tuesdays &        

3 to 6pm on Saturdays 
Food will be served 3 to 5 pm both days 

 
Join us as we create lasting memories and  

strengthen our bonds as a community!  

Happy  Birthday!!! 

 

Lounge Hours 
 

SUNDAY:  1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
MONDAY  1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
TUESDAY  1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY 1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
THURSDAY: 1:00 PM—6:00 PM 
FRIDAY  1:00 PM—8:00 PM 
SATURDAY  1:00 PM—8:00 PM 

RED SHIRT FRIDAY’S 
 

Our idea of showing solidarity and support for our 
troops with dignity and respect is by wearing RED 
SHIRTS on Friday’s. Let’s get the word out and lead 
with class and dignity, by example, and wear something 
red every Friday.  Everyone who loves this country 
should share this with acquaintances, co-workers, 
friends and family.     

LETS SHOW OUR SUPPORT BY WEARING SOME-
THING RED! 
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Line Dancing 
10:30 am -12 pm  

 

Euchre 1:00 pm 
 

Night Games 600-700 pm 
 

There will be Food on Wednesday’s  
 From 4:30-6:30pm 

Come Join the Fun On Wednesday's 

Come join us on Friday’s 
Fish fry 4:30 to 6:30 pm 

Thursday night Bingo, 
doors open at 4:00 
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Heading to the parade 
WALKERS: Bev, Audrey & MaryAnn,      
missing PR Barbara, Dennis & Paul 

RIDERS: Mike, Gerry, Gwen, Paul & Joan 
DRIVER:  Jay & PASSENGER:  Geri  

Hope you were able to enjoy the Veteran’s Day Parade November 8th.  The Lodge 
float, with Uncle Sam tipping his hat, was a crowd pleaser.  REMEMBER:  As long as 
there are Veterans, they will never be forgotten!  HAT’S OFF TO OUR VETS  
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We are proud to announce the lodge donated $150 sponsorship of a hole  
at the recent golf tournament held at the Highlands at Scotland Yard golf 
course. This initiative reflects our commitment to community engagement, 
having several Elks working as volunteers. 
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Esteemed Leading Knight Paul Nutting, 
PER leads the Veterans Day Tribute. 

Auntie Em's Elk Garden 

Left to Right:  

Back: Morris Larocque, 
Tommy Alston, Donald 
Wixson 

Front: Barbara Johnston; 
Barbara Conklin, Exalted 
Ruler; Debora Thomas 
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Elk members helped celebrate the Marines' 250th birthday in the 
Community Living Center at the James A. Haley VA Hospital. It 

was a heartfelt event!  
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Elks Lodge # 2731 Charity Donations  April 2025-March 2026  

     

4/23/2025  JROTC    $         1,500.00  

5/5/2025  Paso County school PTSA   $         1,000.00  

5/27/2025  Cash Award to most improved      $             800.00  

  4 & 5 Grade school students   

8/5/2025  NFSC(National Fire Safety Council  $             600.00  

8/22/2025  Chester Taylor   $             448.88  

8/22/2025  Woodland School   $             470.79  

9/1/2025  Centennial School   $             384.51  

9/4/2025  Rodney B Cox   $     1,144.80  

9/11/2025  San Antonio   $              485.11  

9/12/2025  Lacoochee    $             606.55  

9/16/2025  Sunrise Pasco County   $        500.00  

9/18/2025  Zephyrhills High School Stadium Sign  $        300.00  

9/18/2025  CHIPZ INC   $     1,000.00  

10/8/2025  Heather Bliss & Jeremy Snyder Fountation  $         1,000.00  

10/21/2025  The Church of Chaney Road  $             100.00  

10/27/2025  Meal on Wheels   $         1,500.00  

11/17/2025  Caterpillars to Butterflies   $         2,500.00  

11/17/2025  Thomas Promise   $         1,500.00  

  Total Donations as of Nov 19, 2025  $      15,840.64  
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Elks Lodge #2731 Veterans Donations Apr 2025-March 2026 
    

5/23/2025 9 Veterans Lodge Meals Friday night meals  $           145.50  

6/3/2025 10 Veterans Lodge Meals Friday night meals  $           153.50  

8/8/2025 11 Veterans Lodge Meals Friday night meals  $           167.50  

10/10/2025 12 Veterans Lodge Meals Friday night meals  $           187.10  

11/11/2025 14 Veterans Lodge Meals Veterans Day Meals  $           140.00  

Jun-25 Welcome Home Kits  Ronald Link  $           541.46  

Jun-25 Welcome Home Kits  David Link  $           307.54  

Jun-25 Welcome Home Kits  William Mason  $           550.24  

Jun-25 Welcome Home Kits  Daniel Ross  $           504.67  

Jun-25 Welcome Home Kits  Virgil Brown   $           393.41  

Jun-25 Welcome Home Kits  Kevin Walker  $           383.83  

Oct-25 Welcome Home Kits  Amanda Barlow  $           309.00  

Total Donations $3,783.75    

The Veterans Welcome Home Kits Co-Chairperson is Bill Morehouse and his assistant Linda Hoagland.  
 

Veterans Meal originator is Barbars Conklin and her assistance MaryAnn Brown.  
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Paul Nutting, Leading Knight, Tracy 

Hanson, President & Founder. 

Stephanie Polk, Community Outreach, 

Barbara Conklin, Exalted Ruler 

 

Thomas Promise Fountain: 

This organization that has been in the area for many years and continue to support the needs of our 
children and their families with food and supplies. The Lodge is pleased to give to Donna Promise 
and Brooke Promise a donation of $1500.00 for their organization. 

Caterpillars to Butterflies:  

501c3 Charitable Foundation assists foster parents by helping with the above and beyond for the fos-
ter children in their care. They send kids to summer camp, cover the costs for sports teams, dance 
lessons, swimming lessons, art classes, and even donate farm animals for FFA.  

They love partnering with foster parents to help them provide more than the basic needs that the sys-
tem provides. Children overcome their circumstances by connecting in relationships and by having 
experiences of joy and happiness.  

Caterpillars To Butterflies and Tracy Hanson, President & Founder, were recognized by the U.S. 
House of Representatives with a Special Congressional Recognition Award for outstanding service to 
our community and bettering the lives of children. A donation of $2500.00 was given to their organi-
zation 

Barbara Conklin, Exalted Ruler,    

Donna Promise and Brooke Promise 

Donna Moyer  
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Monday, November 24th was another community partnership event at Culver’s.  Thank 
you to Elks volunteers,  Linda Hoagland, Betty McElroy, Beverly Miller, Dave and 
Donna Moyer, Sheri Lynch and Jay and Gwen Klamer, who worked the three hour shift 
(4:00—7:00 p.m.).  Also thanks to the Elks members who purchased a meal and/or gift 
cards to help raise money for the lodge.   
The next chance for members to help and participate in this community event will be 
Monday, January 26th.  There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and each and 
every member is encouraged to participate in this opportunity to meet and greet the 
public, discuss the lodge’s various programs i.e., summer youth camp, scholarships, 
veterans services, etc.   
This event has been a great fund raiser for the lodge and we want to keep it going. 

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT OUR LODGE!!! 
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SOLD OUT 



Buck and Doe                                  Zephyrhills Lodge #2731 

December 2025 Page 16                    

 

Lodge Phone: 813-782-4604 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 Lodge 
OPEN 

House         
Committee 

Meeting  9 AM 
BOD Meeting 

10 AM 
 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 

3:00-7:00PM 
Pollock Fish 

Basket 

Line Dancing 
10:30—Noon 
Wednesday 

Night Games  

Euchre 1:00 
PM 

Regular Wed 
Menu 

Bingo 6 PM 
Doors 

Open at 
4PM 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30 

PM 
Music: 

Karl Sapp 

Karaoke 
3-6 PM 

Food 3-5 
Dave’s  

Burgers 

Lodge 
OPEN 

Elks 
Memorial 
Service 

2:00 

 

Lodge 
OPEN 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 

3:00-7:00PM 
Ken’s Philly 

Cheese steak 
sandwich 

Special Citizens 
Christmas Party 

11 AM-3 PM 
Wednesday 

Night Games  

Euchre 1:00 
PM 

Regular Wed 
Menu 

Bingo 6 PM 
Doors 

Open at 
4PM 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30 

PM 
Music: 
Allen  

Chamberlain 

Meet and 
Greet with 

Santa 

Lodge 
OPEN 

Lodge 
OPEN 

House         
Committee 

Meeting  9 AM 
BOD Meeting 

10 AM 
Orientation 5:45 
Lodge Meeting 

7PM 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 

3:00-7:00PM 
Lou’s  

Meatloaf 

Line Dancing 
10:30—Noon 
Wednesday 

Night Games  

Euchre 1:00 
PM 

Regular Wed 
Menu 

Bingo 6 PM 
Doors 

Open at 
4PM 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30 

PM 
Music: 

Westwind Band 

Karaoke 
3-6 PM 

Food 3-5 
6 oz chicken 

filet sandwich 

Lodge 
OPEN   

Lodge 
OPEN 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 

3:00-7:00PM 
Dave’s  

Burgers or 
Hot Dogs 

Line Dancing 
10:30—Noon 

 
Egg Nog  

Party 
4:00—6:00 

Closed 
No  

Bingo 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30 

PM 
 
 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 
3-6 PM 

Food 3-5 
Taco Salad 

Lodge 
OPEN   

 

Lodge 
OPEN 

No Karaoke 
Happy 

New Year 

New Years Eve 
Party 

SOLD OUT 

Lodge  
Closed 
Happy  

New Year 
No  

Bingo 

FISH FRY  
4:30—6:30  

Music: 
Charles  

Williams 

Karla’s 
Karaoke 
3-6 PM 

Food 3-5 
Cod Fillet 
Sandwich 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

Meal Times 
Tue & Sat 3-5 PM 

Wed & Fri 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 

Lounge Hours 
Mon-Sun 1-8 PM 


