West Des Moines Elks Lodge #2752

December 2025 Newsletter

2060 NW 94th St Clive, IA 50325
www.wdmelks.com 515-252-1717

Message From Your Exalted Ruler

As we enter the final month of the year,
our lodge is filled with excitement,
gratitude, and the spirit of giving that
makes being an Elk so special.

This month we’re focusing on charity, fellowship,
and holiday cheer:

Holiday Giving Projects — Please consider donating to our
annual holiday drives supporting local families, veterans, and
kids in need. Every act of kindness makes a difference. Last
month we held our Christmas Giving Tree event. The names
on the cards on the tree are children of Veterans with their
wants and needs. If there are any cards left on the tree,
please consider taking one of the cards and help make their
Christmas very special by purchasing what you can.

Thank you to everyone that attended the event and chose to
help those needs.

Lodge Events — Keep an eye on the calendar! In addition to
Marge’s Sing Along, our Holiday Party, Eve before Christmas
Eve PJ Party, New Years Eve Party and more, there will be a
very special Memorial Service for our absent members on
December 7™ at 10AM. A light brunch will be offered
following the service along with the opportunity to
congregate and share memories of our departed friends.
Please join us and remind the family members of our absent
members that their loved ones are not forgotten.

Before wishing you and your loved ones a joyful December
and a bright, hopeful New Year, | would like to extend my
appreciation to everyone that attended our Veteran’s Day
Service on November 12™. We had 78 members and guests
with 18 Veterans in attendance.

...Exalted Ruler’s Message continues on the next page.
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2025-2026
Lodge Officers

Exalted Ruler..........cceceeveerueneen. Chrissy Ellis
exaltedruler@wdmelks.com
Leading Knight............ccceeaneunne Rich Kreitzinger
Loyal Knight........ccccouurvnuennnnne. Frank Dunn
Lecturing Knight........ccccccerrnunnne Dwight Taylor
ESQUITE coveeiicnriiccnnnnnsssnssnssnsssssssssssssssssnses Open
LI {1 AU Kevin Marean
Inner Guard........cccceevrvveerenrceeiineenne Nina Steele
Chaplain.......coceeeeereceereecerrneennnnns Andy Hansen
Treasurer........eeineenens Craig Crossland, PER
treasurer@wdmelks.com
Secretary.....cieinniennncseeninenes Toby Charloe
secretary@wdmelks.com
Trustees
1 Year Trustee......ccceeereueeennnee Jeff Garrison, PER
2 Year Trustee............... Greg Weinschenk, PER
3 Year Trustee........cceeeeeereenee. Becky Young, PER
4 Year Trustee.......cceveeervevencnnnss Roger Fiori, PER
5 Year Trustee.........ccceuvu.. Michael Buckley, PER
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The West Des Moines Elks Newsletter is
published monthly, Edited by Greg & Terri Osby.
All articles must be submitted by the 20th of
each month. Please submit your articles to
news@wdmelks.com




Message From Your Exalted Ruler—Continued

A very special thank you to the Veterans that read aloud the parts from their branch. Larry Schweitzer, US
Army, Alan Houseman, US Navy, Fran Shade, US Marines, Paul Stiles, US Air Force, Doug Laird filling in for
the US Coast Guard and a huge thank you to Mike Halpin, US Army for reading how our Order established
a committee to study what the Elks could do in the crisis facing returning Veterans and all that the Elks have
done from 1917 to the present time.

“So long as there are Veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.”

| also want to thank Larry Cramer for playing TAPS on the bugle. During the service Mike Halpin gave each
of our Veterans a challenge coin, where instead of the traditional “challenge”, he challenged each Veteran
to produce the coin to other Veterans to get to know each other and their branch of service.

Take a moment to count your blessings. Enjoy time with family including your Elks family and make lots of
happy memories! Thank you all for your continued support, your friendship, and the pride you bring to West
Des Moines Lodge #2752.

Warmest regards and Happy Holidays!
Chrissy Ellis, Exalted Ruler

TRUSTEE CORNER

Have Vcr'y
Merry Christmas
And) &




WEST DES MOINES ELKS HERITAGE SCHOLARSHIP 2026

The West Des Moines Elks Heritage Scholarship is a scholarship for children and grandchildren of active
West Des Moines Elks #2752 members. The Scholarship will open on January 1,2026 and applications
are due by March 31,2026.

Who is Eligible?

For the 2026 scholarship, any child or grandchild (or stepchild, step-grandchild, or legal ward) of an
active West Des Moines Elks #2752 member who joined the order on or before April 1,2024.
Great-grandchildren are not eligible.

The Elk must be a paid-up member in good standing.

The applicant must be a high school senior graduating in 2026
and attending college or trade school in the fall of 2026.

Heritage Scholarships may only be applied to accredited institutions of higher learning.

This includes trade school (beauty, carpentry, electrical, plumbing, mechanics or autobody, IT, etc.)
two- and four-year colleges or universities.

How do | Apply?
Applications will be available at the bar on January 1, 2026.
The student must complete and submit the written application to
the West Des Moines Elks Lodge#2752 by 6:00pm on March 31,2026.

Questions? V

Contact Karla Fiori

HERITAGE 515-201-6708 email: fiori_karla@msn.com HERITAGE

Welcome to our Elks Family!
New Members initiated
on October 27th, 2025!

==

Left to Right: John Needs, Grand Lodge District Deputy Northwest District;
Anna Marie Nielsen, Grand Lodge District Deputy Southwest District;
Rich Kreitzinger, Leading Knight; Marjorie Slevin; Stuart Van Weelden; Cindy Stanford;
Tammy Jo Lacina; Jodi Greene; Mary Jo Brown; Christopher Eilers;
Elizabeth McKibbin; Chrissy Ellis, Exalted Ruler.

When you see a new face introduce yourself!
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WDM Elks Golf Fundraiser Report!

The 2025 West Des Moines Elks Golf Fundraiser was a great success for the golfers and the

Elks Charities. We had over 80 golfers that teed it up on a beautiful day at Terrace Hills Golf.

Sheila and Chrissy got everyone checked in and Kris Magnani made sure they had the

“pick-a-putt”. The weather was great, and the course was in wonderful condition.

Larry Cramer and Grant waved the Packers flag and raised some money on the betting hole.

We paid 2 places in 3 flights, so more golfers got money back. The winning score was a 58 by Barry Clark’s
team and Craig Crosslands team finished second in a card off.

We went to the lodge after golf outing where the volunteers there had everything under control for a terrific
steak dinner. Nick cooked the steaks while Toby Charloe and Sheila Morris made the potatoes and Gloria,
Joyce, Kris, Larry ,Kitty and Forest all helped with the rest of the delicious meal and cleanup.

Events like this are not possible without the wonderful volunteers that we are blessed with at 2752.

The silent auction this year was different, as it was all online bidding. Thank you to Bryan and Tonya
O’Donnell who ran the silent auction. Special thanks to Kathy Peterson for all the fan donations from her and
Rex Staub’s great collection of sports memorabilia. That helped us to break all records for the silent auction.

After all was said and done,
we raised $17,500 for our charities!

We would like to thank the golf committee members
for the planning and putting together this event and
helping to make it a success:

Toby Charloe, Doug Laird,

Larry Schweitzer, Arnie Zediker,

Mark Ramsey, Kris Magnani,

Bryan and Tonya O’Donnell,

Butch Duske and Cliff Morris.

Mobile Barbering Co  $2,000 Clive Food Pantry $2,000 Urbandale Food Pantry
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CRRC (Community Resource Referral Center)

$1,300 of purchased items for homeless Veterans.
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<0 e PANCAKE BREAKFAST
qi‘o{/é @G@%S@ BUFFET AND BAKE SALE
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ATTENTION! ATTENTION! Our next Pancake Breakfast Buffet is with Santa and Mrs. Claus Sunday

December 14"', 2025. Parents, Grandparents, Members and Friends, Santa and Mrs. Claus will be here to
greet the children. Our own Jeff Johannsen will be Santa and Michele Brant will be Mrs. Claus. Nina Steele,
our ELF, will be handing out the goody bags and stuffed animals. The kids love them and have a great time.

Our November Breakfast was a little slower serving 122 members, guests and friends which included
complimentary breakfast to 14 Veterans who were transported from the Des Moines VA Hospital Domicile.
Our volunteers continue to be special as they are the ones who make our delicious meals possible.
Thanks to the following: Doug Laird, Dan Norris, Ted DuPuy, Beth DuPuy, Michael Schieffer, Brian Becker,
Gloria Riesberg, Alice Jensen, Rosie Surber, Neil Davies, Toby Charloe, Ann Bobo (bar), Dwight Taylor,
Nina Steele, Larry Cramer, Mark Bergmann continues to take out and bring in our breakfast signs,

Nina Steele who takes left over food to the Bethel Mission which helps the Mission provide food to the
homeless. Our Bake sale crew are special also. They brought in $339 in free will donations which will go
toward our annual “Veterans Children Christmas Giving Project”. Thanks to Jenny Becker, Debra Brandt,
Nancy Newcomb, Brian Becker, and Gloria Criswell. And of course, to all of our lodge volunteers who bake
the delicious pastries, pies and cookies.

Bring your neighbors and friends and we will see you at the Lodge for our December Breakfast Buffet and
Bake Sale with Santa on December 14™ 2025.

Our delicious breakfast buffet includes: Biscuits and Gravy, French Toast, Scrambled eggs, Bacon, Sausage
patties, Cheesy Potatoes, and of course all you can eat Pancakes (including Blueberry and Chocolate chip
pancakes), Orange juice, Milk, and Coffee. Enjoy a Bloody Mary or Mimosa for only $3.50. We are serving
from 8:00 a.m. till noon, only $10 for adults and $5 for children 10 and under. All proceeds support our Hoop
Shoot Program and other youth activities. Please pay the bartender for your breakfast

Don’t forget our
wonderful
Bake Sale Items!
They are So Delicious!

See You & Santa
December 14th!

"X
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Lodge Activities
LAC Meeting Minutes Committee
November 17, 2025

Present: Julie Kafer, Becky Young, Nina Steele,, Mashelle Bollie, Gage, Chrissy Ellis, Kevin Marean,
Rich Kreitzinger, Toby Charloe, Joe Bechen, Kitty Cirks, Sheila Morris, Dick and Judy Cordle

Special Activities for December:
All activities are on the monthly calendar on the last page of this Newsletter.
December 4, Thursday. Thirsty Thursday.
December 7, Sunday. Elks Memorial Service 10 am
December 3, Wednesday. Marge is cooking, afterwards Christmas Caroling
December 11, Thursday. Wine Night
December 12, Friday. Holiday Party. Sweater Contest/Cookie exchange, and door prizes.
December 14, Sunday. Breakfast/Bake Sale. Santa will be there.
December 23, Tuesday. B-day Night plus Eve before Xmas Eve Pajama Party
December 24, The lodge is closed
December 25, The lodge is closed
December 31, Wednesday. New Year’s Eve Party. Band: Burnin’ Sensations.

Light appetizers 7:30 pm -10:30 pm. The band plays until Midnight

Upcoming Events: Mark your calendars.

January 17, Saturday, Chili Cookoff

January 24, Saturday, Martini Party

January 31, Saturday. SWVP Fundraiser for President Elect.

New events coming next year:
Wine and Paint night. Flower making before Mother’s Day. Puzzle Night and Trivia Night.

Next LAC Meeting: December 15 at 6:30pm
Julie Kafer, LAC Chair

Firsty Thirsty Thursday
December 4th!

This is ONLY the first Thursday of the month.
We will offer $2.50 Well Drinks all night.

We will be offering our Hamburger or
Cheeseburger Baskets with fries or onion rings
for only S8. We will also have Chicken Tenders
Baskets and Hot Dog Baskets.

Food Served from 5pm until 7pm. Yummy!!
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Who/What are The 9 TO 5‘ers?

The 9to 5 ‘ers are a group of volunteers that meet every Tuesday at, you guessed it 9 am.
We total about 20 volunteers. At least 8-10 every week.

The group started about 15 years ago when the Lodge was meeting at the Sherwood Forest location. In the
beginning coupons were cut from the paper to send to military personnel overseas. The manufacture expi-

ration date was extended by 6 months. We are not cutting coupons anymore because many companies are

phasing out paper coupons in favor of digital offers that can be easily tracked and managed. Our military
personnel have easy access to coupons now that they are digital.

However, we are still working on charity projects that benefit our community.
Pictured are a few of the Lodge charity projects (and lodge projects) that the 9 to 5’ers support.

The group makes inspirational cards for the Food Bank of lowa to put in the backpacks of children with food
they need for the weekend. They have made and delivered over 5000 cards this year alone!

Every month the group helps get our monthly newsletter mailed out for the Lodge.

A big project recently was getting over 900 dictionaries ready for distribution to 3™ graders in the area.
A big "Thank you goes out to Gloria Riesberg for keeping our table clothes and rags clean.

As you can see, we also have fun, we go to lunch once a month, and played a few cards!




Everyone had a great time

at our Halloween Party.
The band Monkey 4 was fantastic!
Here are a few fabulous costumes.

A s

Costume 1st Place Costume 2nd Place ' Costume 3rd Place 4th Place to Blayne and Shelly Miller
Nina Steele! Dan Norris! Mark & Jolyn Chapman! with Lisa Robinette!

Most Creative Costume
Lynn Cerjak!



RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!!!

Have you ever thought about being a lodge officer, but you're
not sure what each officer does and what all is required?

Then join Greg “Radar” Weinschenk PER/Trustee,
Roger Fiori PER/Trustee, and Rich Kreitzinger Leading Knight
on January 17th, 2026, at 12-2PM for a special lunch and learn.

You’ll be provided with a lunch of steak, baked potato, salad and dessert!

Then Radar, Roger, and Rich will give you an in-depth look at the 4 chairs;
Exalted Ruler, Leading Knight, Loyal Knight and Lecturing Knight.
We will also touch on being Tiler, Inner Guard, Chaplin, Esquire and Trustee.

This special lunch and learn is FREE for those
who are truly interested in becoming a lodge officer.

Space is limited to 10 people so you will need to RSVP if you plan on attending.
RSVP to Roger Fiori at 515-201-6707 by January 13",

: The
g/\ ' Benevolent and Protective
. . e Order Of EH(S rr.f the United States of America




SING ALOW
WITH MARGE PORTER

Wednesday,
December 3rd™ at 6pm

Marge will be playing the piano
so we can all enjoy some
Festive Christmas Caroling!

Sandwiches, sides, and dessert
will be served and
Caroling will begin around 7pm



The Elks have decreed that the first Sunday in December
be set apart as a day for Elks to gather and freshen
with the dew of recollection the tender blossoms of hope
and love entwined about the memory of their departed.

West Des Moines Elks #2752

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Sunday December 7th, 2025 at 10:00AM

Please join us for the service and a light brunch to follow.

With hearts attuned in perfect sympathy,
we meet on this Memorial Day to pledge anew Fidelity
to the memory of our fellow Members who have
entered into the realm of eternity.
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and TUesday
December 16th

at 6:30pm

We will be playing Sweep!
Plus, bring your favorite game - board games,
cards, etc. Attendees will agree upon
what games to play together!

Join Us!

Pictured: Pam Gavin, Deb Shepard, Eileen, Connie AIIenl, Darlene Schluter,
Paula and Mike Venema, Tina and Joe Fazio, Tammy and Joe Bechen.
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Special Guest - Santa Claus

Join us for our Breakfast Buffet
& Bake Sale on Sunday December 14th!

and enjoy a delicious Elks Breakfast serving 8am to noon.

Our delicious breakfast buffet still includes: Biscuits and Gravy, French
Toast, Scrambled eggs, Bacon, Sausage patties, Cheesy Potatoes, and of
course all you can eat Pancakes (including Blueberry and Chocolate chip
pancakes), Orange juice, Milk,
and Coffee. Enjoy a Bloody Mary or Mimosa - only $3.50.

Only $11 for adults and $5 for children 10 and under.

All proceeds support our Hoop Shoot Program and other youth activities !

BOURBON NIGHT
i ) IS COMING BACK!

BOURBON MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR JANUARY 15",

. ‘%M Bourbon Night will be once per month
On the 3™ Thursday of each month.
Sl
TOO BAD BEING A
BOURBON ENTHUSIAST




Please Join Us -
Thursda nght .......-.-.....:...............................-....-...:.................-.....-...
December 18th at 6:30pm l“
One week later - Only in December m
'lNGLE & MINGLE (Includes 1 glass of wine and samples!)

light appetizers provided!

Get your Jingle on! It's time to Mingle!

December is here and we all have so many parties to attend.
Make your ELKS WINE NIGHT one of them! Sample some flavors of the
holidays.

This ELKS WINE NIGHT will be festive. Wear something festive.

We will also make a little extra time to have a '
WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE. & . ELEPHANT

So bring a wrapped gift — the kind that

doesn'’t cost much and gets a
good laugh from all that attend.

Plan for the evening to take a little longer

than usual. It will be worth it! Join us to relax and
enjoy some wine!

As usual, we will have some appetizers to enjoy.
We love it when you bring something to share.

JINGLE ?
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ATTENTION DEER HUNTERS
lowa Elks Veterans Leather
Program 2025

The lowa Elks Veterans Leather Program has started another season. Remember to ask family members and
friends to save their deer hides and bring them to the lodge. Last year our lodge collected a total of 150
hides. This all starts with your deer hides.

lowa’s early archery season started Wednesday October 1% thru Frlday December 5th. The 2" archery
season starts Wednesday December 22™ thru Saturday January 10" 2026.

The first shotgun season starts Saturday December 6" thru Wednesday December 10". The second shotgun
season starts Saturday December 13" thru Sunday December 21°.

Early Muzzleloader season was October 11" thru October 19" 2025. Late Nuzzle Loader and Archery Season
is Monday December 22" thru Saturday January 10™ 2026.

All of the collected hides will be transported back to Wartrace, Tennessee (near Nashville) to Coey Tanning
Co. The tanned hides will then be given to our veterans at Marshalltown for their leather craft programs.
The veterans in turn make leather crafts such as belts, billfolds, purses, coats, vests, gloves, gun cases,
wheel chair gloves and many other items.

This will be the 27 year that our lodge has participated in this great program. Our lowa Elks d|d an
outstanding job last year collecting 3545 hides which was 1st in the nation! Missouri placed 2™

Deer hunters — bring you hides to our lodge or call Larry Cramer at (515)783-5262 and we will come
and pick them up. We appreciate all of your support and look forward to yet another great year.

Let’s make this the best Elk’s Veterans Leather Program ever! We need your help!
ELKS DO CARE ABOUT OUR VETERANS.




Holiday Party!!

Friday, December 12th at 6 pm.

Wear your
Ugly Sweater to
win Elks Bucks!

Bring an appetizer
or snack to share!

Cookie Exchange 7 pm.

Bring at least two dozen cookies, bars, etc.,
homemade please! Bring a container to put them
in. Drawings for prizes!




Eve Before
Christmas Eve Party
and Birthday Night!!

Tuesday, December 23rd 6 pm.

Come celebrate your
Birthday Month
and
Wear your favorite

Christmas Pajamas!

Food
Provided!

Everyone had a Great Time Last Year!
Join us this year,
you will have a BLAST!




New Year’s Eve Party!

- Wednesday Night,
f j’f..;\\\"‘\ December 31st - 7pm
A &

| | Champagne /
at Midnight!
Light appetizers provided from 7:30pm-10:30 pm.
Make your New Year’s Resolutions!!

Party favors provided!

Live Band:

Burnin’ Sensations
Playing from 8 pm until Midnight!




03
04
04
05
05
06
06
06
07
07
07
08
08
08
08
09
09
09
10
10

Wish these Elk Members
& Spouses a special
Happy Birthday!

when you see them
at the Lodge this month!

BIRTHDAY NIGHT
AT THE ELKS!

Tuesday, December 23rd at 6pm

All Members and their guests
are welcome to join us and help

Thomas McGraw
Randy Boyle
Richard Cordle

Paul Fetters
Victoria Ann Waters
Teddy DuPuy
Jeffrey Hogan

Kent Paulsen
Brenda Jo McAllister
Robert Stanton, Sr
Judy Cordle

Dewey Dewhurst
Lyle Hatfield

Robert Madison
Michael Ploeger
Dustin Blythe

Janice Gaumer-Bennitt

Kelli O'Leary
Jim Disney
Lynette Bent

10
10
11
12
13
13
14
14
14
15
15
15
16
16
17
18
18
19
19
20

celebrate all of this month’s Birthdays!
Appetizers & Birthday Cake are provided!

Deanna Draper-Trausch 20

Gayla Craven 20
Kent Croskey 21
Tracy Hook 21
Jennifer Holbrook 21
Karine Reed 22
Branden Farmer 22
Kathryn Winger 23
Kimberly K. Huff 24
Kenneth Dirksen 24
Katherine Long 24
Arnold Zediker 26
Brian Harvey 27
Patti Devens 27
Dwight Uitermarkt 27
Mary Earnhardt 28
Sonja Mennenga 30
Barbara Hale 30
Kenneth Sanburg 30

Robert Conn

Come Celebrate with me!

Jeremy Fernandez
Emily Schindler
Robin Davis

Chris Murphy

Fran Shade

Dennis Denton
Elaine Idso

Brenda Erickson
Mary Anne Tedesco
Christopher Worthington
Gina Lark

Rick Arnold
Jennifer Mclvor
Hollie Smith

Gloria Hanson
Kellie Paschke
Gordon Lamp, Jr
Mary Beech

Mary Bishop

The individuals listed above can stop in for a free “birthday
cocktail, beer or soft drink” anytime during the month in
which they are recognized in our newsletter!

If we missed your birthday — please let us know!
news@wdmelks.com
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WDM Elks Lodge #2752

515-252-1717

www.wdmelks.com

December 2025

AII Ilstlngs are tentative — watch for email updates!
F Ifyou don’t receive emails — Let us know!
news@wdmelks.com
All Meals are $11.00 and served
at 6:15 pm unless stated otherwise.
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