1 As this busy season for family and friends ramps up
with activities and meet-ups, | hope you can take a
| moment to stop and reflect on what is important to
you. To me, the holidays highlight two of cardinal
principles of our order: Brotherly Love and Charity.

Brotherly Love means fostering goodwill among peers, letting kind-
ness guide our actions, and expressing gratitude toward one another.
It is simplified as the Golden Rule and our Motto that every culture on
the face of the earth has a version of. We will not ever agree on eve-
rything (nor should we since that is boring), but as Elks we have cho-
sen to take the higher road in our interactions with each other and
create a welcoming environment in our Lodge. Once our fleeting
time upon this earth is complete, our fellow members will honor us on

service offers the opportunity for each of us to recall those who have
passed before us and to reaffirm our commitment to what makes a
Lodge a Lodge: the members. | hope you will join us for the ceremo-
ny and take that feeling of Brotherly Love with you out into the world
to share.

The concept of Charity is a very personal one, and it is up to each of
us to define how to express it. When | was a Boy Scout, we learned
the motto “Do a Good Turn Daily,” and the idea of consistently per-
forming small, purposeful actions to better our community has always
resonated with me. Being charitable is a mindset. Translating your
intentions into actions can improve life not only for you, but also for
your friends and family. | see that within the outreach of our Lodge
into our community. As a few examples, we have an individual or-
ganizing a meal for the Woods Chapel Lodge (than you Curt Z), a
group tackling needs during the holiday season (thank you Avan S.
and the Christmas Basket Committee), and an auxiliary that strives to
provide support to kids in our area (thank you Elkettes). These are
just three examples of manifested Charity you can see in our Lodge,
and | will encourage you to get involved in one or more of these activ-
ities or even propose a new one!

Please check out what is going on at the Lodge and take the chance
to participate in a couple of things this month. You do not need to do
“everything” to be a member of the Elks, but please make sure you
endeavor to extend your hand in some way this season and give of
yourself to make our Lodge and community better for everyone.

Merry Christmas to you all, and | hope to see you at the Lodge!
Fraternally Submitted, Erik Grotenhuis-Exalted Ruler

the first Sunday in December at our annual Memorial Service. This |

ks Memenial Sewsice
Sunday Decemben 7, 2025
11:00 A.M.

C@mpmvw/dang‘ewm

m@g ANNUAL HOLIDAY MEAL

g - f. FOR FRIENDSHIP MANOR
;l </ SENIOR APARTMENTS
Saturday December 27, 2025

12:30 P.M. Delivery ~ 1:00 P.M. Serve
(Lodge will provide Pork Loin, Boneless Chicken Breasts,
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Green Beans, Coleslaw, Rolls,
and Butter using “Beacon Grant” funds
Volunteers are needed for desserts to complete the meal.
Help with meal prep Friday 12/26 PM and/or prep, delivery
and serving on meal day Saturday 12/27 is needed.
(Please see sign-up sheet on bulletin board. See Curt
Zollers with any questions. curtise1@comcast.net)
Please help us provide this greatly appreciated meal to our
friends at this facility!

CHRISTMAS BIKES PROJECT
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! ALL ARE WELCOME
Saturday December 13, 2025

8:00 A.M. -5:00 P.M. a0
Blue Springs Elks Lodge Barn X
Scout Troop 362 has helped
prep our bikes for Christmas (} .g)
families for several years. ]
They are helping again this year but need
additional help from our Lodge. If you can help
refurbish bikes please mark your
calendar for Saturday the 13th.
For more information please contact
Curt Zollers: curtisel@comcast.net
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ELKS CAR & BIKE SHOW
The Car Show committee

CHRISTHAS
4 RASKET
oo PROCRAM

will be meeting soon! It
takes lots of volunteers to

coordinate this big event.

Please consider joining

IMPORTANT DATES!!
DECEMBER 19: PACKING DAY-2:00 P.M.
DECEMBER 20: DELIVERY DAY-PLEASE ARRIVE AT 9:00 AM.

the committee that raises

money for Veterans and

Scholarships.

The first meeting for the 2026 Car & Bike Show
will be on January 12, 2026 at 6:30 P.M.

GRINCH’S HOLIDAY
DART TOURNAMENT

4 Saturday December 13, 2025 ‘
Sign up at 6:00 P.M.
Drawing of teams at 7:00 PM 7@ E{' Sh@@t

$15 Entry Fee

All games to be played will be picked Saturday December 6, 2025
out of the Gl"lnf:h S chlmr_ley. 1:00 P.M.
Wear your Christmas attire: i
T-shirts, Ugly Sweaters, PJ’s, ETC. Grain Valley Rec Center
Bring a dish to pass. KAAAKAAAAAAAAAAAAAhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhhkik
Boards will be covered. National Finals April 18, 2026 Chicago, IL
Contact Bob Arment gra6770@aol.com
BREAKFASTS YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY
ARE ON A BREAK!!! SUNDAY DECEMBER 14, 2025
Cooking teams are taking a 1:00 P.M. TO 3:00 P.M.
break in December. ‘g !
Breakfasts will resume on January 4th. @ £.9 \C &/ éo @;UZU%
P T ‘% = B>—
Chiefs have noon games on BTN Lg/ [ ) % <
A o
December 14th and 21st. J 4L 4L L
The Lodge will open at 11:00 A.M. per the House MARK YOURCALENDARS
Committee on those dates. Feel free fo bring NOWI! NEXT BLOOD DRIVE
snacks and/or breakfast items at that time. FEBRUARY 4, 2026
Karaoke
December 13, 2025 6:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M.
Kim Osborne
December 19,2025 7:00 P.M.-10:00 P.M.
Whisky Business at the New Years’ Eve Party
J\F| T RTA\ ﬂ 4F N T December 31,2025 8:00 P.M.-12:30 A.M.
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A Christmas Movie Cookle Class
Blue Springs Elks Lodge
December 2, 2025
6:00 P.M.
$49.00

If interested, contact Virginia DeBoard
for more information
virginiadeboard@gmail.com

ELKETTES
NEXT MEETING:
THURSDAY DECEMBER 11,2025

6:00 P.M.

CONGRATULATIONS ELKETTES OF THE MONTH
Lori Jo Tharp, Kylene Hefley & Nancy Mickelson

OCTOBER MEETING WINNERS
Cash Drawing: Karen Erickson
50/50: Jennifer Redman

COOKING
12/5: Julie Henke-Chicken Spiedini
12/10: Gina Lee

HAPPY DECEMBER ELKETTE BIRTHDAYS!
12/4 Maria Stiles, 12/5 Barbara Dwyer,
12/6 Michelle Scheffler, 12/8 Rose Heier,
12/26 Amber Richards, 12/27 Tricia Sharp,
12/29 Susan Smith

Clkettes Vresent:

Vecklace Waking
Wednesday, December 3vrd — 7:00 DI,
Lirst Viecklace is $25, 2und Vecklace is $20
Reservation needs to be made by Viovember 20th

e egg\ = 1;%
» {
© Option #1

e
-
€.

©

. Wine will be provided
Option #z L .
Bring a snack to share

5 N ’/,,( &
Wy 8 Nl
o0 »l}v o6® an ¥ ’( '?'1 ‘ “'\‘\\\\\‘

Annual Elkette Christmas Dinner Party
Thursday December 11, 2025
6:00 P.M.
Catered by Hy-Vee
$25 Optional Gift Exchange
Please wrap your gift and sign your name
Optional Cookie/Candy Exchange
***Please sign up on bulletin board
for the Christmas Dinner***
Dues must be up to date in order to attend.
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FIRST RESPONDER COMMITTEE
NO MEETING IN DECEMBER
FUNDRAISERS:
TRASH BAGS
Fall and Winter are just around the corner!!!
We have pumpkin and “Happy Holidays” trash bags.
Orange “Pumpkin” bags are 55 gallon-$3 Each
Happy Holidays bags are 39 gallon-$12 per roll.
Blue, White and Yellow Bags $12 Per Roll

Cash, Check or Venmo
Make checks payable to
Blue Springs Elks 2509

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS:
$40 Each Completely ‘green’ and non-toxic,
Cold Fire™ wetting agent puts out fires,
hydrocarbons or polar solvents, as well as
metals, tires, asphalt and more.

@Virginia-DeBoard

Please see Virginia DeBoard or any
committee member for questions.
virginiadeboard@gmail.com

VETERANS COMMITTEE MEETING
Wednesday December 3, 2025 5:00 P.M.

BACK MEETING ROOM
RENTAL CONTACT CHANGE
Contact: David Bosworth
Cell: 816-678-8211

STAY CONNECTED ON INSTAGRAM!!!
Blue Springs Elks Lodge has a new
Instragram Page!

Follow us at “BPOE2509Events”

This is a private page and you will have to
request to follow it. Once membership is confirmed,
you will be allowed to follow. This will hopefully help to
partially fill the gap with the MyElks app being discon-
tinued. We are also looking into better ways of com-
municating upcoming events with better sighage in the
lounge area.

INVESTIGATION REPORT NOVEMBER 20, 2025

ENF UPDATE
| am excited to report that ALL Officers and
Trustees have donated to the ENF. This
also gets the Lodge bonus points in the
state Star Lodge contest.

Totals are as of November 11, 2025:

Per Member Giving-$7.53

Total Donations-$9565.90

Fidelity Club Members-15

Membership Support-8.42%

We need at least 15.1% (or 195 people) to donate a minimum
of $10 to ENF this year in order to qualify for the fourth Grati-
tude Grant bonus of $500.

Submitted by Tosha Grotenhuis, ENF Chair

lks

National
Foundation

-'. Luke Salva
1 Jason Durrell

Marines Josh Sprouse, John Martin and Ray Rosen
at the 250th USMC Birthday Ceremony.

9 TO BE READ FOR INITIATION 3 TO BE INVESTIGATED

William Pittman Donald Fletcher INTERVIEWED
John Wilson Dylan Passinese Norman Brakeall
Scott Jones Gary Payne Casey Kiler
Tyler Deen Josh Rogers Dale Carter
Kirk McManus
4 TO BE VOTED ON FOR 3 FOR ORIENTATION

INITIATION Joseph Skrljac

Jim Van Dusen Rhonda Van Dusen Jeffery Woody

Hope Engelmann Brett Duncan Haven Simpson
1TO BE VOTED ON FOR
REINSTATEMENT
Jeffery Williams
1TO BE VOTED ON FOR
AFFILIATION

Elizabeth McCracken #594

DECLINED
Tatum Maggard

19 TO BE INITIATED

John Kilmer Sharon Manzella
Charles Bott Julie Lucas
Sharon Shockley Gary Birch
Vicky Sneed Gregory Farris

Submitted by
Frank Kerby,
Secretary

=] Wendy Mitchell
A Dennis Towne

Connor Salva
Lezlie Dendy
Matthew Donner
David Moore
Jeffery Jewell
Monica Shepherd

Dalton Smith
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D

S /
‘ | | .~ 4 < New Year’s Eve at the Lodge! - &
| wRTng in the New Year in style — it’s a White Party! Dress in white an Y
* . sparkle all night! ' q?‘
: (i) Wednesday, December 315t o1
s ) : (©) Heavy Apps served at 7:00 PM >

& Whisky Business Band 8:00 PM - 12:30 AM

Midnight Champagne Toast ‘

Dress Code: It’s a White Party! Come dressed in your brightest, boldest
winter whites! (silver accents encouraged)

Dance the night away with great tunes and even better company!

QUILTS FOR VETERANS!

We are happy to report that we are be- : 4
ginning to get our quilts finished! A huge 4% %
thank you to Sharon Swanson for donat- ket

uilts of Hono }
ing her time to machine quilt these quilts w ﬂ ISKE Y
for us, and to Kathy Rosen for making B\]SIHESS
Elks tags to label the back of our quilts.
We hope to have these quilts on display at the Lodge
Sometime after the first of the year so everyone can see
what a great job our ladies have done! We will then donate

these quilts to the Cancer Clinic at the VA Hospital.
Submitted by Tosha Grotenhuis

NEW VEARS’ EVE BAND-

JOIN us:?

MISSOURI BENEVOLENT TRUST

MEBT Fundraiser Our State Charity project is the Special Needs and Veterans Dental Van

2026 Grand Lodge National Convention-Chicago Program known as the Missouri Benevolent Trust. There is a per capita
100th Anniversary of the Elks National Memorial goal for this program of $4.80 per member. All Lodges are expected to

You could win-4 nights lodging at the hotel Missouri delegates will be support our State Major Project. The Missouri Benevolent Trust Program
housed at and $300 in spending cash. now has it's own web site where you can learn more about the program

including eligibility guidelines, its schedule and make a donation.

Tickets are $10 each and we are sending each Lodge 15 tickets. You | (moelksbt.org)
can sell them to individuals at your Lodge, or your Lodge could buy
them in hopes of winning your ER’s trip to GL Convention. Tickets wil We are please to introduce our new full time dentist, Dr. Alberto Cas-
be available for purchase at both the 2025 Fall State Conventionand | taneda. He will be working at our Lodge in June of 2026, but has been
the 2026 Spring Convention. The winner will be drawn at the 2026 invited to visit us any time and | will introduce iffwhen he finds the time.
Spring Convention Banquet. Good luck and than you for supporting
your state’s major project!

Donations may be made via the web
site, at selected Sunday breakfasts or
.| by buying a raffle ticket for Elks Nation-
il al Convention in Chicago in 2026.
(Please see Curt Zollers for tickets).

Tickets and money can be mailed to Jason Ledure or brought to either
convention and turned in. Lodges will receive BT per-capita credit for
tickets. (Please see Curt Zollers for tickets)

DECEMBER 2025 Blue Springs Elks Lodge No. 2509 5




DECEMBER 2025

THERE WILL BE 1 2 3 4 5 6
NO BREAKFASTS Dinner Lodge Meeting Dinner Hoop Shoot 1PM
UNTIL JANUARY 7PM Julie Henke Grain Valley Rec
4TH. Veterans Chicken Spiedini | Center
Committee Mtg
5PM
Necklace Class
7PM
7 NO 8 9 10 11 12 13
Breakfast Dinner Elkette Meeting & | Dinner Bicycle Refurbish
Gina Lee Christmas Party Day-
Elks Memorial 6PM VOLUNTEERS
Service 11AM Optional $25 Gift NEEDED!
Complimentary Exchange & 8AM-5PM
Lunch for all who Cookie/Candy
attend. Exchange Grinch’s Dart
Tournament 6PM
Chiefs Game
Entertainment in
the Lounge
Karaoke 6-9PM
14 NO 15 16 17 18 19 20
Breakfast Dinner Lodge Meeting Dinner
Hanukkah 7PM
Chiefs Game Christmas Basket | Christmas Basket
12PM-Lodge Packing Day 2PM | Delivery Day 9AM
Opens at 11AM
Bring Snacks to Entertainment in
Share or Break- the Lounge
fast Items Kim Osborne
7-10PM
Youth Christmas
Party 1-3PM NEWS DUE!!!
21 NO 22 23 24 25 26 27
Breakfast NO DINNER! Dinner Friendship Manor-
F ) Crown Royal Chiefs Game Delivery
Chiefs Game Christmas Friendship Manor- | 12:30 PM
12PM-Lodge 6PM Meal Prep and Serving
Opens at 11AM Bring a side dish to 1:00PM
Bring Snacks to share Kwanzaa
Share or Break-
fast Items Merry Christmas
Christmas Eve Lodge is Closed
28 NO 29 30 31 Upcoming Events:
Breakfast Dinner Car & Bike Show Meeting: January 12, 2026
State Hoop Shoot Tournament: January 31, 2026
New Years Eve Blood Drive: February 4, 2026
Party 7PM
Whisky Business All breakfasts served 8:30AM to 11AM
Band 8PM-12:30AM | Includes Coffee and Juice
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WELKOME NEW MEMBERS

Thinking of You
Britt Weir

Cecil Ellis
Mignon Hollis
Lisa Carroll

Sympathy

Adrianne, Mike & Rose Heier & Family (Adrianne’s Son/Mike &
] Rose’s Grandson Passed Away)
~ | Family of Richard (Chad) Martin

NEWS ARTICLES for the JANUARY newsletter are due
Friday December 19, 2025
Articles may be left in the newsletter mailbox in the
Lodge Secretary’s office or
sent via email to bpoe2509news@gmail.com
Thank you, Dawn Sweeney, Editor

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

8-Stuart Foster

13-Jerry Skinner

17-Britt Weir

22-Jean Meyer

27-Brian Arant

8-Richard French

13-Terry Williams

18-Richard Bilbruck

22-Martin Redman

27-Michael Bellinghausen

1-Carol Kershner 8-Rose Heier 14-Larry McCue 18-Jeffrey Coatney 22-Erica Sinnott 27-George England
1-Edward Matthews 8-R Mac Horn 14-Mark Nolte 18-Shane Collins 23-James Evans 27-Walter McKinzie
1-Carl Wenke 8-Donald Leher 14-Robert Simmons 18-Charles Couch 23-Randy Hale 27-Tricia Sharp
2-Michael Infranca 8-Martin Pinkham 15-Daniel Cummings 18-Jathan Francis 23-Michael McLaughlin | 27-Owen Sloan
2-William Lowen 9-Zachary Davis 15-Cara Dillon 18-Barry Huwar 23-Nathan Shouse 27-Patrick Smith
3-Theresa Highfill 9-John Hartman 15-Judith Farnsworth 18-Todd Rock 23-James Yates 28-Kathryn Felt
4-David Graham 9-Timothy Lee 15-Michael Fournier 18-Ricky Skaggs 24-Jeffery Fischer 28-Robert Suhr
4-Maria Stiles 9-Richard Tipton 15-Nicholas Porter 18-Doug Webb 24-John Hirst 28-Ricky Wooderson
4-Stephen Stroud 10-Brian Argetsinger 15-Jason Rackley 19-Cloyd Jenkins 24-Joe Hollis 29-Dennis Blevins
4-Nathanael Wilson 10-Gary Barrier 16-Brent Hicks 19-Joseph Jenkins 24-William Smith 29-Alfred Stansfield
5-Chad Hall 10-Curtis Fay 16-Clark Holfstetter 19-Adam Miller 24-Bill “Jr” Sweeney 29-Val Wilson
5-David Laber 10-Ronald Marvin 16-Joseph Hudson 20-Robert Coats 25-Zachary Goff 30-Michael Tock
5-Larry Orlando 10-Kent Pouncil 16-Ralph Landi 20-Hunter Newsom 25-James Moran 31-Dana Duckworth
5-John Thomas 11-Douglas Jordan 16-Gary Rogers 20-Gregory Rehkow 25-Bob Onka 31-Robert Floyd Jr
6-Charles Phillips 12-Roger Erickson 16-Steven Sullivan 21-Jim Mahnken 25-Robert Simpson 31-Aaron Hampton
6-Griffin Qualls 13-Theodore Drewlo 17-Bryan Brooke 22-Carson Kinnison 26-Mark McDaniel 31-Rebecca Hearn
7-Dehric Cox 13-Leo Scharfenkamp 17-Kyle Fonseca 22-James Matney 26-Amber Richards 31-Lynn Rogers
DECEMBER SPOUSE BIRTHDAYS
1-Brenda McKinzie 5-Barbara Dwyer 12-Jaime Costigan 16-Grant Goodman 23-TJ Krum 29-Julie Benny
2-Cindy Cleary 5-Christine Willis 13-Denise Williams 18-Leann Hendrix 25-Teresa Coats 30-Brenda Love
2-Doreen Feliciano 6-Karen Landi 13-Helen Williamson 19-Christy Jones 25-Donna Dodson 31-Cherri Penrod
2-Brandi Fockler 7-Kathleen Smith 15-Reta Leon 19-Catherine Tadlock 26-Sheryl Monteil 31-Alesia Rawlings

2-Karen Meyer

10-Mary Swofford

15-Crystal Miller

20-Gail Gargotta

26-Holly Russell

3-Sharon Stiles

11-Judy Michelson

15-Sherri Smith

21-Dana Haley

26-Jamie Stewart

4-Jean Mitchell

12-Denise Christian

15-Linda Williams

23-Ruth Deterding

27-Kellie Brown

(128

N

LOOKING FOR A WAY TO GET INVOLVED WITH YOUR ELKS LODGE? JOIN A COMMITTEE!!!
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Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks
Blue Springs Lodge #2509

100 NE Brizendine Road

Blue Springs, MO 64014

Telephone: 816-229-6081

Fax: 816-229-2867

Instituted: March 11, 1974

NOT FOR PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
BLUE SPRINGS, MO

PERMIT #16

Lodge Meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays Monthly at 7:00 p.m.

Lodge Opens: 2:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. Monday—Friday

Lodge Opens: 11:30 a.m.—10:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2025-2026 Lodge Officers

2025-2026 Elkette Officers

Exalted Ruler Erik Grotenhuis

President Rhonda Sullivan

Esteemed Leading Knight Shane Stiles

Vice President Lee Ann Nelson

Esteemed Loyal Knight Virginia DeBoard

Recording Secretary Patty Dresser

Esteemed Lecturing Knight Nina Bosworth

Treasurer Sherri Haupt

Corresponding Secretary Laurie Doutt

Historian Renee McKay

Sergeant-at-Arms Gina Lee

Secretary Frank M. Kerby, PDDGER/PER
Treasurer Jennifer Atkinson

Esquire Anthony Carlson

Chaplain Chari McNamara

Inner Guard Steve Hammers

Tiler Avan Solomon

5 Year Trustee Roger Erickson, PER/PDDGER

4 Year Trustee Robert McCullough, PER

2025-2026 House Committee
House Committee Chair: Steve McKay
House Committee: Bryan Haupt, Kevin Doutt, Alan Moodly,
David Bosworth, Chris States, Kathy Lochman, Kevin Billups
Bar Manager: Jeremy Nickell Meeting Room: David Bosworth
Inside Maintenance: Alan Moody Kitchen Manager: Chip Miller

3 Year Trustee Steve Solomon, PER

2 Year Trustee Ken Billups, PER/PDDGER/PST

1 Year Trustee Buzz Atkinson, PER/PDDGER

Entertainment Committee: Julie Musgrove, Renee McKay, Laurie
Doutt, Karey Feightner, Gina Lee, Kylene Hefley, Kim Osborne, Sherri
Haupt, Janice Cunha, Sarah Nickell, Christina Miller, Melanie Earhart and
Nina Bosworth

Downstairs Elks Charities: Logan Sousley

DECEMBER 2025

Blue Springs Elks Lodge No. 2509




