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Message from the Exalted Ruler, Mike Betenbaugh 
 
 

November is here folks, and some relatively cooler weather has finally arrived. In 
addition to our regular activities throughout the month we will celebrate  
Thanksgiving on the 27

th
. The meal will be served beginning at noon that day. 

There is a sign-up sheet for this event on the bulletin board. I encourage everyone 
who wants to contribute a dish to share to sign up with your choice of side dishes 

or desserts. Come on by the Lodge that day and enjoy the meal with your fellow Elks. 
 
     How does everyone like the new flooring in the main hallway, social quarters, and dining room?  
It looks awesome compared to what was replaced. Of course, the old flooring was almost 21 years 
old. It was time for an upgrade. Your Board of Directors is currently looking into replacing the carpet 
in the game room and auxiliary room in the near future. Let’s all take care of our new flooring 
please. If you see something spilled or dropped on the floor please clean it up. Thank you. 
 
     The MLB post season games have concluded with the World Series. Hopefully your Astros can 
get back into the playoffs next year. There is still plenty of NCAA and NFL football to go this year 
along with NBA basketball and NASCAR racing. Come on by your Lodge to enjoy some fellowship 
with other members of your Lodge while watching some sporting events. 
 
     Membership matters folks. Everyone at the Lodge is a member of the membership committee. 
Please reach out to your friends, family, and work colleagues by inviting them to come to the Lodge 
for an activity. Eventually ask them if they would like to join the Lodge. Four new members were  
initiated during October, but we still have a long way to go concerning membership. 
 
     Concerning Bingo we still need more floor workers, callers, and folks to handle the back room. If 
you are interested in helping with Bingo please contact Joy Olmos. The number of Bingo players 
has dropped off some recently. If you or anyone else you know would like to play Bingo come on by 
on a Thursday. Who knows, you might win the big pot on a Bingo night. 
      
     In closing, our volunteer for the month of November is Chuck Dingas, Jr. Thank you Chuck for all 
you do around our Lodge, and Thank you very much for everything you do for our veterans  
 
Fraternally, 
 
Mike Betenbaugh 
Exalted Ruler 
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Board of Directors Update: Budget Review, Facility Improvements, and  
Community Projects 
 
The Board of Directors met this month to conduct a comprehensive review of 
the current  budget and assess upcoming needs and priorities. After careful 
evaluation, a few adjustments were made to align financial resources with both 

immediate and long-term goals. 
 
Budget Adjustments & Facility Improvements 
Two major capital improvement projects were approved as part of the updated budget: 
1. Carpet and Tile Replacement The Board has approved the replacement of carpet and tile in key 
community areas, including: the bar, dining area, and main hallway.  
These updates aim to improve the overall appearance, comfort, and cleanliness of our shared 
spaces. Scheduling and contractor coordination will be communicated to members in advance to 
minimize disruption. 
2. Playground Enhancement Through Eagle Scout Project We’re excited to announce a collabora-
tive project with a local Boy Scout working toward his Eagle Scout rank. As part of his service pro-
ject, he will be renovating and enhancing the children's swing and fort area. This partnership not 
only benefits our community but also supports youth leadership and development. 
 
The Board will provide oversight and assistance as needed to ensure the project meets safety and 
quality standards. We deeply appreciate the Scout’s commitment and look forward to the  
completed improvements. 
 
Looking Ahead 
The Board remains committed to ensuring our facilities are safe, welcoming, and well-maintained 
while also being fiscally responsible. These investments reflect our ongoing dedication to enhanc-
ing the member experience and supporting positive community initiatives. 
 
We thank all members for their continued support and engagement. If you have questions or  
suggestions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to the Board directly. 
 
Respectfully, 
Sally Di Palma 
Board of Directors Chairman 
Gulf Coast District Leader 

From the Board of Directors 

Volunteer for the month of  NOVEMBER 
                      
                 Thank you for everything you DO !! 

 

Chuck Dingas 
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Hello my fellow Elk members!  Glad to be here, writing this newsletter article for your en-
joyment and edification.  LOL! 

Do you want to be a part of a fantastic team?  Come and be a part of the Elected and  
Appointed Chair members for next year.  Follow the rotation suggested by tradition and 
you will be making long lasting memories, while making a difference in the lives of Special 
needs children and our beloved veterans.  Serving our lodge as one of the officers is a 

great way to get involved but if you want immediate action, we have some super active committees just 
waiting for you and your talent to come join in the fun! 
 
In the words of our Exalted Ruler, Sickness and Distress is always in order.  Therefore, at the writing of 
this article, I am packing my suitcases to head up north to bury my sister, who lost her battle with         
cancer.  Thank you to all who. were supportive throughout this rough chapter in my life. 

In the charge of the Lecturing Knight, Brotherly Love is sited to be sitting and weeping with us during the 
hour of bereavement.  This is part of our convictions to uphold Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and        
Fidelity.  All chairs work in tandem with each other.   Many of you have done just that, not only for myself, 
but for other lodge members who are also dealing with personal losses of loved ones.  Thank you all for 
your love extended to me, as well as our fellow members. 

So, what are your plans for Thanksgiving???  Let me make a suggestion:  For Thanksgiving, come out to 
the lodge for a full day of good food, good friends, and good times.  There will be a multitude of dishes to 
choose from that will please your palate, football to entertain you, and a 31 Tournament, if you choose to 
participate, and finally prove who, in our lodge, is the 31 Champion!   Wait…is Martha Lehman            
coming???  (I think she was last year’s winner, or was that the year before last?) 

Troy Lynn and myself will be co-chairing the event which I have endearingly entitled to be known as our 
Annual Thanksgiving Feast to Remember.    This lodge is an extension of your home and firesides.  Come 
spend this holiday with your lodge family.  PLAN to bring your family and remember that ALL are welcome. 

Then there are the Christmas events, but that information will be in next month’s news 
letter.  Get involved.  Come live by what our forefathers developed to be what we know 
today as the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.  
 
Fraternally Yours, 
Cindy Rowland 

Leading Knight 

From the Esteemed Leading Knight  

Bob Englander 
George Gomez 
Cindy Dingas 

Rachel Agriesti 
Ann Grissom                                      

Passing of the Sister of Cindy Rowland 
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          To our NOVEMBER Members 
 

 

     01  John Salverson  

     02  Rodney Baker 

                                                        Susan Midyett 

     03  Cary Plocheck 

                                        05            James N. Grissom 

                                        11  Sinda Renay Bennett 

                                                        Ann Grissom 

                                                        Tim Hauck 

                                                        Cyntia Nail 

                                        16            Dan McDonald 

                     Mike Vinson 

                                        19           Faye Bowers 

                                                       Jyh-Hwa Doong 

                                                       Rodger Weiler 

                                        20           Timothy Hadsell 

                                        23           Dorothy Olmos 

                                        24           Michael Crisamore 

                                        25           Rylie Anderson 

                                        26           Ingeborg Garney 

                                                       Elise Diane Hornback 

                                        28           John Sheridan 

                                        30           Vanessa Haynes 

                                                       Tom Leverenz                       

                                                     Jesse Parra      
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Our Veteran’s Committee stay hard at work distributing  
Veteran Welcome Home Kits every month  

Volunteers are needed for the upcoming  
VETERANS HOLIDAY EVENT  

hosted by Houston Lodge 151 on Saturday Dec.13.  
Contact Chuck Dingas if you are interested in helping  

or attend any of the upcoming planning meetings 
 

Watch for details on What’s Happening Emails and Facebook Post 
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Members of Houston 151 have Fun while Working hard for Elkdom ! 
 

Lodge Events, Elks National Foundation Events, Bingo and Sweetheart 
Events  and dedication of our Officers to Ritual  
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Members of Houston 151 have Fun while Working hard for Elkdom ! 
 

At the TESA Fall Conference  
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NOVEMBER 2025 CALENDAR  
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DECEMBER 2025 CALENDAR  

Annual Members Memorial Service 
for Houston 151 

Sunday, December 7, 2025 
 

Service begins at 1pm  
 

with light refreshments to follow 
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                                                                                  LODGE OFFICERS 2025-2026 

                                            Exalted Ruler                  Mike Betenbaugh, PER  

      Est. Leading Knight                        Cindy Rowland  

       Est. Loyal Knight        Susan Midyett 

      Est. Lecturing Knight                  Troy Lynn Betenbaugh 

          Secretary                   Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASR 

                                            Treasurer                                                    Renay Bennett, DDGER  

          Tiler                  Terrie Wetz 

          Esquire                   Robert Marshall 

            Chaplain           Velia Stroud  

          Inner Guard           George Gomez  

                                            Vocalist   Joy Olmos. PDDGER 

           1-Year Trustee           Martha Gutierrez  

           2-Year Trustee             Sally DiPalma, PDDGER 

           3-Year Trustee           Ann Grissom 

           4-Year Trustee           Chuck Dingas  

           5-Year Trustee     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

 
Lodge Hours of Operation 

Monday - Closed 

Tuesday - opens 4:00 pm 

Wednesday - opens 4:00 pm 

Thursday - opens 4pm 

Friday - opens 4:00 pm 

Saturday - open only when there is an event planned 

Sunday - opens at Noon 

Lodge hours subject to change for special events and will close at the discretion of the bartender.  

Look for updates on Facebook and E-Blasts 

                                                              COMMITTEE CHAIRS/COORDINATORS  2025-2026 

 

Accident Prevention     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Americanism     David Rawlins 

Auditing & Accounting     Andy Mishaga, PSP, Earline Grabbe, George Eggleston 

Bar Manager     Ann Grissom 

Bingo      Joy Olmos, PDDGER 

Community Activities     Terry Finch 

Dinner Committee                   Troy Lynn Betenbaugh 

Drug Awareness     Richard Novak Jr. 

Elks Memorial Day     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 
Elks National Foundation     Susan Midyett 

Elks Special Services      Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Flag Day     Lowell Neinast PER, PVP, Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR 

Fraternal Comm.     Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR 

Friends of 151                             Sue O’Neil & Karen Schulz  

Government Relations     John Atwood, SDGER,   

Hoop Shoot     Ken Boyd PDDGER 
Kitchen Manager     Greg Lindsey & David Rawlins 

Lodge Activities     Terry Finch , Susan Midgett,  

Lodge Bulletin     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Lodge Sweetheart     Terry Finch 

Membership     Lowell Neinast, PER  

Membership Retention     Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASA 

Veterans Service     Chuck Dingas  

PER Association     Jack Grabbe, PER 

Public Relations     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Scholarship      Cindie Pridy, PER, Earline Grabbe, Susan Midyett 

Ritual     Lowell Neinast, PER, PVP 

Special Services—All     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Standing Relief Comm     Mike Betenbaugh, PER 

State Major Project      Terry Finch 

TECSI Grants     Sally DiPalma, DL, PDDGER 

Youth Activities      Susan Midyett 


