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A Word from the Special Representative

Dear Members,

Thank you to everyone who attended our recent lodge meeting and the Elks Lot Lease meeting. Your time, input,
and dedication mean a great deal to the future of our lodge.

As many of you may know, our lodge is currently under the supervision of the Elks Grand Lodge. I’ve been
appointed by Grand Lodge as the Special Representative for Lodge #238 for a 45-day period, from October 8,
2025 to November 22, 2025. Together with our officers, committee chairs, and members, we’ll focus on
stabilizing and strengthening our Lodge—financially and organizationally.

This oversight is part of an effort to ensure accountability and re-establish sound practices and procedures. It’s
important to be transparent that our charter is currently under review, which means we must take deliberate
steps to demonstrate that we can function effectively and responsibly as a lodge. This is not intended to alarm
anyone—it simply underscores the importance of everyone working together to secure our future.

To do that, we need your help. Our committees—the backbone of our lodge—are in need of volunteers. Right
now, only a handful of members are carrying most of the work, and while they’ve done an incredible job, it’s
simply not sustainable. Every one of us has something to offer—whether it’s time, skills, ideas, or the
willingness to lend a hand.

On the next page, you’ll find a list of open committee positions with priorities circled in red. Please take a look
and consider where you can help. Even a small effort makes a big difference when we all pull together.

Let’s show Grand Lodge—and our community—that Lodge #238 is alive, united, and dedicated to serving
others. Together, we can re-ground ourselves financially, strengthen our organization, and restore the spirit of
brotherhood and service that the Elks are built upon. The choice is ours—and I believe wholeheartedly that we
will rise to the occasion.

Fraternally yours,
Chris Brown
Special Representative, Lodge #238
(214) 883-7723



Exalted Ruler

Gene Handeland

Esteemed Leading Knight

Patti Neely

Esteemed Loyal Knight

Bri Monroe

Esteemed Lecturing Knight

Dan Kovach

Secretary

Jennifer Skitt

Treasurer

Chris Brown  (temp. appt.)

Esquire

Jamey Lenard

Tiler

Tyler Ross

Inner Guard

Steve Hejny

5-Yr Trustee

Larry Wilford

4-Yr Trustee

Carlos Murillo

3-Yr Trustee

Open

2-Yr Trustee

Open

1-Yr Trustee

John Dooley

Chaplain

Josh Cole

Auditing & Accounting:
Open

Activities Committee
Open

Community Projects
Subcommittee

Open
Youth Activities Subcommittee

Open
Hoop Shoot Subcommittee

Open
Drug Awareness
Subcommittee

Open
Fraternal Committee

Open
Americanism Subcommittee

Open
Elks National Foundation

Subcommittee
Open

Flag Day Subcommittee
Open

Elks Memorial Day
Subcommittee

Open
Membership Committee

Jamey Lenard (Chair)
Chris Brown

Open
Lodge Activities Subcommittee

Open
Veterans Services

Subcommittee
Open

Accident Prevention
Subcommittee

Open
PER Association
Gene Handeland

Standing Relief Subcommittee
Open

Public Relations
Open

Ritualistic Subcommittee
Jack Duncan

Soccer Shoot Subcommittee
Open

Government Relations
Subcommittee

Open
State Major Project

Subcommittee
Open

Bulletin Editor
Chris Brown

Scholarship Committee 
Open

House Committee
Tabitha Lenard (Chair)

Wayne Brown
Mickey Mutchler

Jason Coyle
Mike Mutchler
Sweetheart

Tabitha Lenard
Interlodge Chairman

Open
Grant Coordinator

Open



A Word from the Exalted Ruler

Every day I’m reminded that what makes our Lodge special is our people. We’ve welcomed new members, built
energy in our committees, and seen our Lodge come alive with purpose and pride.

At the same time, our charter remains under review. Now is the moment to show Grand Lodge that Denison 238
is strong — financially, organizationally, and as one united membership. This is our chance to rebuild and
reaffirm who we are as Elks and as a community.

Nominations for open Officer positions will be held November 12 and elections on December 10. I encourage
EVERYONE to take part in BOTH meetings and help lead us forward. Let’s finish the year with pride, purpose,
and the spirit that defines us as Elks.

Fraternally Yours,
Gene Handeland
(903) 271-9264

A Word from the Secretary

The Holiday Season is just around the corner, and excitement is in the air! There’s so much happening in our
social quarters and throughout the Lodge — it’s truly a wonderful time to be involved. We’re thrilled to
welcome so many new faces and to see our community growing stronger each day.

There are countless ways to jump in and make a difference! Take a look at our available positions and
committees — your time, energy, and talents can make a real impact.

A heartfelt thank-you goes out to all our lot lease members who attended the recent gathering to discuss our
community’s needs. Your encouragement and willingness to lend a hand mean more than words can express.

We know that some of the recent updates have been difficult and surprising to hear. Please rest assured that we
remain fully committed to meeting the requirements set before us. With understanding, teamwork, and
determination, we’ll continue moving forward together toward a brighter future for our Lodge and community.

Fraternally,
Jennifer Skitt
(469) 704-7503



A Word from the Board

A HUGE thank you to all our incredible volunteers and generous contributors. It truly takes a village to keep
our Lodge, Social Quarters, and community thriving. Every hour given, every donation made, and every hand
extended in support helps keep our mission alive.

Together, we build more than a Lodge—we build fellowship, compassion, and a home for all who walk
through our doors. Thank you for being part of something bigger than any one of us.

See the Board Meeting recap on the next page for updates and upcoming opportunities to get involved!

Fraternally,
Larry Wilford
Trustee of the Board

 2025-2026 SWEETHEART Tabitha Lenard

The Sweetheart Program is more than just a charity. It’s an opportunity to give back—to help children who
can’t help themselves. Thank you for your continued support in making a difference in the lives of children with
special needs and in foster care. Join us on November 29th for our Sweetheart Breakfast at 9 a.m. and our
Sweetheart Dinner at 6 p.m.. Together, let’s share a meal, a smile, and our hearts for a great cause. ❤️

🍳 Sweetheart Breakfast
Saturday, November 29 · 9 AM
 Start your morning off right with a hearty, buffet-style breakfast in support of the Sweetheart Fund. From
classic favorites to savory surprises, there’s something for everyone—come hungry and leave happy, knowing
you’re helping a great cause!
🚂 Sweetheart Dinner
Saturday, November 29 · 6 PM
 End your day with a comforting, family-style dinner benefiting the Sweetheart Fund. Enjoy generous servings
of homemade chicken fried steak with mashed potatos and okra salad. Bring your appetite and your friends—
good food and good company for an even better purpose!



Board of Directors Meeting Recap – October 7, 2025

The Board of Directors met on October 7th to review several key matters affecting Lodge
operations and community engagement. Here’s a summary of what was discussed:
Budget & Financial Audit
As many members know, the Lodge remains under a 45-day hold on new business spending while
a financial review is being conducted with District officials. While we don’t anticipate any major
issues, the process is time-consuming. The good news: we’re using this as an opportunity to
refine our financial procedures and strengthen our checks and balances. These improvements will
help ensure more secure and efficient management moving forward. Regular monthly billing and
payments will continue as usual.
Accident Prevention Program
In alignment with Grand Lodge and State Association guidelines, the Board will soon appoint an
Accident Prevention Manager to oversee a new safety program. A committee will also be formed
to support this effort—if you’re interested in participating, please reach out to a Trustee.
Community, Social Quarters & Lease Updates

Leaseholder Reminder: All leaseholders are reminded that any improvements—such as
fences, sheds, buildings, trees, or patios—must be presented to the Board for approval
before work begins. Please check your calendar for upcoming meeting dates.
Pothole Repairs: Even during our spending hold, potholes don’t wait! If you’d like to donate a
bag of patch (about $23 at Lowe’s or Home Depot), we’ll organize a volunteer group to make
repairs. Contact a Trustee if you’d like to participate or contribute.
Relocation Discussion: The Board also discussed moving certain items from the downtown
building to the Lakesite, including the pool table. More information to follow.

Officer & Committee Opportunities
Several officer and committee positions are open. If you’re interested in stepping into a
leadership role and helping our Lodge run at its best, we’d love to have you on the team! Please
see the Openings section of this bulletin for details on nominations and elections.
Remember—every member, every vote counts!

Fraternally,
Larry Wilford
Trustee of the Board



PROPERTIES FOR SALE 
299 Elks Blvd: Lakeside home across from Lakesite Lodge. 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, bonus room, large living and
utility rooms. New kitchen cabinets, dual-pane windows, DSL internet. New roof and paint (~5 years ago). Vinyl
tile in some areas, carpet needed elsewhere. Includes carport and 2 sheds. Needs appliances.

Contact Michael (Mike) Steen at Phone: 469/995-4816 or Email: mlsteen42@gmail.com 

28 Elks Blvd: 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath double wide mobile home with lake view. 1900sq ft. New roof, 
HVAC and flooring. Home sits on 1 & ½ lot with a 20 x 20 shop and carport. $200k

Contact Bronson McMahan at 972-639-6015 

In Memory of
Larry Nelson

-Kathy Nelson

Announcements from the House Committee

We would like to take a moment to thank all of our members for being present and active in our Lodge events, and
for supporting the Lodge we all love. Let’s continue to grow and prosper together. Thank you Elks!

Honoring Our Veterans
We will provide a free rib dinner to all veterans on Veterans Day, November 11, as a small token of our gratitude for
their service and sacrifice. Later this month, we’ll also welcome residents from the Bonham VA on November 21 for
a special Thanksgiving meal in their honor. We’re proud to share that our Veterans Food Pantry is now open in the
Office Kitchen — fully stocked and ready to serve those who have served us. Supporting our veterans remains one
of the most important and heartfelt missions of the Elks, and we’re proud to uphold that tradition.

Saturday Breakfast [Served at 9AM]
Our Saturday Breakfast is still going strong! Join us at 9 a.m. for a hearty meal, great company, and a perfect start to
your weekend—bring a friend and let’s keep the tradition growing!

First Sunday Service
Join us each month for First Sunday Service with Josh Cole from 10–11:30 a.m. Enjoy a relaxed morning with
friendly faces, laughter, and fellowship as we gather for an uplifting time of worship—everyone is welcome!



02 Joe Bryan
04 Cecilia Gentile
06 Tammy Budra

08 Jim Douglas
08 Julie Ellis

08 David Riner
09 John Miller

09 Janna Wilford
10 Jack McCown
10 Chelsea Seale

11 David Hunt
11 Don Mace

11 Jayne Phillips
11 Loni Richardson

November Birthdays
11 Michael Taylor
13 Terry Grinslade
14 Donald Coble
15 Jeffrey Hanna

15 Christopher Kercher
15 Abigail Sparks

17 Roderick Salley
17 Garry Stewart

18 Randy Simmons
19 Sarah Valdez

20 Rhonda Goode
20 Tiffany King
22 Andrea Bell

24 Kelsie Fallon
24 Peter Knox

24 Richard Morehead
25 Rick Berube

26 Rogers Lindley
27 Leslie Beste

27 Barbra Grant
27 Daniel Kovach
27 Kirk Wortham

28 Michelle Howard
29 David Waters

30 Jon Grant
30 James Kirkpatrick

30 Linda Sullivan

Lodge of Sorrow 

Proposed for Life Membership
Ballot Date: 

November Anniversaries
Russell & Wanda Perkins

Orley & Rose Mellens

Proposed for Membership

Dennis Dougherty
Lacie George
Julious Harris

Stephen Montgomery
Michael Sanford

Dennis Wade
Shawna Lively

Lou Obrero
Kellye Keitz

Welcome New Membership

Deana Steele
Carol McCunniff

Deana Lowry
Debbie Harden
Steven Harder

Kimberly Graham
Tim Graham

Michelle Howard
Emily Bernardo
Debra Waters*

Ashley Augustine

*reinstatement



Lakesite Social Quarters
November 2025 

(903) 786-2487
Hours: Sun-Wed 4p-10p | Thur 4p-11p | Fri 4p-12a | Sat 4p-1a 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

3
Cards &

Cowboys
7:15pm

10
House Meeting
Social Quarters

6pm
Eagles vs.

Packers 7:15pm

17
Cowboys &

Raiders 7:15pm

24
Panthers vs.

49ers 7:15pm

2

4
 BOD Meeting
Green Trailer
Lakesite 6pm

Tomato Soup &
Grilled Cheese

6pm

11
Veteran’s Day

Baby Back Ribs
& Beans 6pm
Veterans Eat

FREE

18
Meatball

Sliders 6pm

25
Pasta Bake

6pm

30

2
Sunday Service
10:00-11:30am
Shuffleboard

Tournament 5pm
Sliders 6pm

9
Shuffleboard

Tournament 5pm
Potluck 6pm

16
Shuffleboard

Tournament 5pm

23
Shuffleboard

Tournament 5pm

1
Investigations 

5
Game Night

12
NOMINATIONS
Lodge Meeting

Downtown
7:00pm

Downtown open
4-10pm

19
Game Night

Deer Chili 6pm

26
Game Night

2
Pizza Bake 6pm

6
Super Nachos

6pm
Darts 7pm

13
Frito Pie 6pm

Darts 7pm

20
Pot Pie by Mike

6pm
Darts 7pm

27
Potluck

Thanksgiving
Dinner 6pm
Darts 7pm

3
Chicken Pot 

7
Burgers 6pm

LRC Game 7pm

14
Pizza Bake 6pm
LRC Game 7pm

21
Thanksgiving

Dinner for
Bonham VA 6pm
LRC Game 7pm

1
Breakfast 9am 

Beans &
Cornbread w/
Fried Potatoes

6pm

8
Breakfast 9am
Smoked Pork
Butt Sliders 

by Mickey 6pm

29
Sweetheart

Breakfast 9am
Sweetheart
Dinner 6pm

22
Breakfast 9am
Chicken & Beef

Fajitas 
by Mickey 6pm

15
Breakfast 9am

Chicken 
by Gene 6pm

28
Thanksgiving

Leftovers 6pm
LRC Game 7pm



Downtown Social Quarters
November 2025 

(903) 465-9610
Hours: Lodge Meeting Days 4p-10p | Closed All Other Days 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
CLOSED   1

CLOSED  3

CLOSED  10
MTG: House
Committee

Lakesite 6pm

CLOSED  17

CLOSED  24

CLOSED  2

CLOSED  4
Investigations
Lakesite 6pm

MTG: BOD
Green Trailer
Lakesite 6pm

CLOSED  11

CLOSED  18

CLOSED  25

CLOSED   30

CLOSED  2

CLOSED  9

CLOSED  16

CLOSED  23

CLOSED  1

CLOSED  5

12
NOMINATIONS
Lodge Meeting

7:00pm
Downtown

Open 4-10pm

CLOSED  19

CLOSED 26

CLOSED  2

CLOSED  6

CLOSED  13

CLOESED  20

CLOSED  27

CLOSED  3

CLOSED  7

CLOSED  14

CLOSED  21

CLOSED  28

CLOSED  1

CLOSED  8

CLOSED  15

CLOSED  22

CLOSED  29



HOW TO
REACH US

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  ELKS.ORG/238MORE INFO:

FOR QUESTIONS REGARDING SOCIAL QUARTERS  / HOUSE COMMITTEE
DENSION238SOCIALQUARTERS@GMAIL.COM

FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING ELSE
DENSION.LODGE238@GMAIL.COM

FOR QUESTIONS REGARDING CAMPGROUND, DOCK OR BEACH
DENISON238CAMPGROUND@GMAIL.COM

FOR QUESTIONS REGARDING LOT LEASES OR ELKS PROPERTY
DENSION238LOTLEASE@GMAIL.COM

DON’T HESITATE TO ASK US ANYTHING!

http://elks.org/238
mailto:dension238socialquarters@gmail.com
mailto:denison.lodge238@gmail.com
mailto:denison238campground@gmail.com
mailto:denison238campground@gmail.com
mailto:dension238lotlease@gmail.com

