| As a nation, we celebrate Veteran's Day on November
11th. As Elks, we observe the entire month as Veter-
ans Remembrance Month. “So long as there are
Veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
will never forget them.”

For those of you who have served our country in the Armed Forces |
would like to personally thank you for your service. The act of taking the
Oath of Enlistment or Office to serve and protect the United States and
its Constitution is a commitment that should be honored by all Ameri-
cans. I'm proud to be part of an organization that recognizes the need

to honor our Veterans and I'm looking forward to everything our Lodge | .

has planned for the month.

On November 10th, a celebration of the 250th birthday of the Marines
will be held in the Lodge room. This is being organized by John Martin
and is open to all branches of service, but especially to both retired and
active Marines. The rich history of United States Marine Corp will be
celebrated as well as offering an opportunity to share stories and experi-
ences. Since itis also Taco Monday, this is a double bonus event!!!

We will be having a special Veteran's Day service at the Lodge on
Tuesday, November 11th in the Lodge room, and | encourage all Elks to
attend. Please reach out to Veterans you may know who are not Elks
and invite them to the Lodge for the event as well as your guest. The
special service we perform recognizes the branches of service of our
military and the proud history of each.

If you are looking for a fun way to support our local Veterans pro-
grams, look ahead to the frivia event on Saturday, November 22nd.
Put together a team of your friends and family and compete in “Around
the World in 80 Questions” and see how you stack up. These events
are always a fun time and guaranteed to make you wonder if you
learned anything in school!

As a bit of general info, the Grand Lodge supports our Veterans direct-
ly through the Elk National Foundation (which your donations support)
by funding a specific 501(c)(3) organization called the Elks National
Veterans Service Commission (ENVSC). The ENVSC provides the
Freedom Grant to local Lodges, runs the Leather Program, sponsors
Veterans events, and Welcome Home kits. If you want to learn more
about how Elks continue to support our Veterans and how you can
help, feel free to reach out to myself or our Veterans committee chair,
Ed Rieck.

I hope to see you at the Lodge!

Fraternally Submitted, Erik Grotenhuis-Exalted Ruler

HE STAC LINE [

VETERANS COMMITTEE MEETING
Wednesday November 5, 2025 5:00 P.M.

BACK MEETING ROOM RENTAL CONTACT CHANGE
Contact: David Bosworth
Cell: 816-678-8211

MISSOURI
BENEVOLENT
TRUST

Our State Charity project is the Special Needs and Veterans Dental Van
Program known as the Missouri Benevolent Trust. There is a per capita
goal for this program of $4.80 per member. All Lodges are expected to
support our State Major Project. The Missouri Benevolent Trust Program
now has it's own web site where you can learn more about the program
including eligibility guidelines, its schedule and make a donation.
(moelksbt.org)

We are please to introduce our new full time dentist, Dr. Alberto Cas-
taneda. He will be working at our Lodge in June of 2026, but has been
invited to visit us any time and | will introduce if/when he finds the time.

Donations may be made via the web site, at selected Sunday breakfasts
or by buying a raffle ticket for Elks National Convention in Chicago in
2026. (Please see Curt Zollers for tickets).

MEBT Fundraiser
2026 Grand Lodge National Convention-Chicago
100th Anniversary of the Elks National Memorial

You could win-4 nights lodging at the hotel Missouri delegates will be
housed at and $300 in spending cash.

Tickets are $10 each and we are sending each Lodge 15 tickets. You
can sell them to individuals at your Lodge, or your Lodge could buy
them in hopes of winning your ER’s trip to GL Convention. Tickets will
be available for purchase at both the 2025 Fall State Convention and
the 2026 Spring Convention. The winner will be drawn at the 2026
Spring Convention Banquet. Good luck and than you for supporting
your state’s major project!

Tickets and money can be mailed to Jason Ledure or brought to either
convention and turned in. Lodges will receive BT per-capita credit for
tickets. (Please see Curt Zollers for tickets)
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Around the World :‘:_; » Hot Apple Pie Shots for Sale

in 80 Questions

Saturday Cash Bar

e

Dig out favorlte reclpes!! ‘
November 22nd  $150 cash Prize to the 1 WQ\\'# '

Doors open 6:00 pm  Winning Table
Game Begins 7:00 pm

Free table next year for the
Tables of 8, $150 best decorated table

Individuals $20

Ice Breakers, 50/50, & MORE

Bring food and snacks to @
share

Fundraiser to Benefit Veterans f‘f‘;:;d;y December 6, 2025

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOWII! .
& N:)l(’T BcLOOD DR“‘:’E ° Grain Valley Rec Center

FEBRUARY 4 2026 KhAKRhkAKRhkARhkAAhkAAhAAhhhkhkhhkhkkhhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkkhhkhhhkhkhhhkhhrkhktkx

DART TOURNAMENT National Finals April 18, 2026 Chicago, IL
/ Saturday November 8, 2025
Sign up at 6:00 P.M. YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY

Drawing of teams at 7:00 PM

$15 Entry Fee: Half of entry fee goes towards SUNDAY DECEMBER 14, 2025

Christmas Baskets. 1:00 P.M. TO 3:00 P.M.
Pay out: 1st, 2nd and 3rd %
Boards will not be covered. @v 3 - é
Contact Bob Arment gra6770@aol.com /D\..-»-//‘}i s / }7)\%
October Winner: Rick Roth J ] TL o~ \/ _1 L \L

L Harvest Moon Barn Party & Baked Goods Auction
x RN F N O Ronny Ward Band
Saturday November 1st  7:00 PM.-11:00 PM.
Karaoke
Saturday November 8th  6:00 PM. -9:00 PM.

FNTEQTA\H& 4EJQT Wednesday Novemeirenr(‘I);Ito:m;:OO PM.-10:00 PM.
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Nevember 15, 20625

’ /,. 7 FE i _/__ i
WINE TASTING 6PM —— 7PM
7PM

AUCTION STARTS

DOWNSTAIRS AT ELKS LODGE 2509 BRING SNACKS TO SHARE

IT’S WINE TIME!!
Everyone mark your calendars for the

Elkette Wine Auction!!

The auction cannot be a success without donations from our

amazing members! Items needed for the event are below (a

great time to put those unneeded gifts in the closet towards a

good cause).

1. Wine, wine and more wine...any flavor or brand but, we
need pairs (2 of the same exact bottles...one to taste and
one to auction off).

2. Single bottles of wine or alcohol for baskets and cork pull.

3. Create a basket yourself or donate items for baskets that
our creative wine committee will put together!

4. Gift Cards: Any restaurant or store donations will work!!!

If you have donation items please send a message to Toni Eck-

man directly. tonieckman@aol.com

This event is held downstairs at the Lodge.

9/24 Blood Drive Results from
Community Blood Center:

Thank you for hosting another blood
dive with Community Blood Center. I
know you and I talked a few times and
don’t know why, but this blood drive was a much lower
turnout than we wanted. Blue Springs Elks Lodge col-
lected 11 units of blood, representing 33 lives saved.
With our last blood drives collecting 25, 20, 21 and 28,
this was surprising, so if there’s anything in particular
you think led to the lower numbers, please let me
know! Right now we are scheduled for February 4th
and I was thinking it might be good for me to come out
and speak to the group again for that one, just to do
everything we can to bring those numbers back up.

Below are a few more statistics about your blood drive
you may find interesting:

Goal: 25

Donors Scheduled: 17

Donors Registered: 14 (at least 3 missed appts)

First Time Donors: 2 (love to see new donors!)
Deferrals: 4

Alyx: (1) donors for (2) units

TOTAL UNITS COLLECTED: 11 (44% of goal)
Submitted by Curt Zollers, PER

ELKETTES
NEXT MEETING:
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 13, 2025
7:00 P.M.

ELKS CAR & BIKE SHOW
The Car Show committee
will be meeting soon! It
takes lots of volunteers to
coordinate this big event.
Please consider joining
the committee that raises
money for Veterans and

Scholarships.
The first meeting for the 2026 Car & Bike Show
will be on January 12, 2026 at 6:30 P.M.

CONGRATULATIONS ELKETTE OF THE MONTH
Dana Shouwalter

OCTOBER MEETING WINNERS
Cash Drawing: Lee Ann Nelson
50/50: Lisa Humphreys

COOKING
11/7: Fran Sousley
11/12: Renee McKay

HAPPY NOVEMBER ELKETTE BIRTHDAYS!
1178 Janice Cunha, 11/11 Sonya Hibdon,
11712 Becky Taylor, 11/ 17 Dee Lyons,
11719 Laurie Doutt, 11/22 Kim Deveney,
11723 Fran Sousley, 11/24 Julie Henke,
11726 Lori Jo Tharp
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FIRST RESPONDER COMMITTEE
Next Meeting: Wednesday
November 12, 2025 6:00 P.M.
Please join us for our chili/soup contest

SAFE SITTER CLASS-CJCFPD Training Center
November 4,2025 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M

FUNDRAISERS:
TRASH BAGS
Fall and Winter are just around the corner!!!
We have pumpkin and “Happy Holidays” trash bags.
Orange “Pumpkin” bags are 55 gallon-$3 Each
Happy Holidays bags are 39 gallon-$12 per roll.
Blue, White and Yellow
Bags $12 Per Roll

Cash, Check or Venmo
Make checks
payable to

Blue Springs Elks 2509

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS:
$40 Each Completely ‘green’ and non-toxic,
Cold Fire™ wetting agent puts out fires,
hydrocarbons or polar solvents, as well as
metals, tires, asphalt and more. R )
.r-
Rt

ﬁ&; ;J’
Sk

venmo

@Virginia-DeBoard

Please see Virginia DeBoard or any
committee member for questions.
virginiadeboard@gmail.com

Annual Holiday Meal for Woods
Chapel Lodge Senior Apartments
Saturday 11/29/25
Planning a 12:30 delivery; 1:00 serve
Lodge will provide Boneless Chicken Breast & Pork Loin,
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Green Beans, Butter using
“Beacon Grant” funds; local girl scout troop is again
making and donating rolls.

Volunteers are needed for desserts to complete the meal.

Help with meal prep is needed on Friday 11/28 PM and/or
prep, delivery and serving on meal day (please see sign up
sheet on bulletin board). Please help us provide these
greatly appreciated meals to our friends at this facility!
See Curt Zollers with any questions.

STAY CONNECTED ON INSTAGRAM!!!
Blue Springs Elks Lodge has a new
Instragram Page!

Follow us at “BPOE2509Events”

This is a private page and you will have to
request to follow it. Once membership is confirmed, you will
be allowed to follow. This will hopefully help to partially fill
the gap with the MyElks app being discontinued. We are also
looking into better ways of communicating upcoming events
with better sighage in the lounge area.

INVESTIGATION REPORT OCTOBER 16, 2025

ENF UPDATE
Welcome to our
Newest Fidelity Club Members!
Renee Benson-McKay, Nina Bosworth, Kevin
C. Doutt, Virginia Deboard,
Steve Solomon, Avan Solomon,
Thomas Jenci, Richard Jurado,

lks

National
Foundation

Donald DeBoard, James Born,
Raymond Parsons and Charlene Lawson

Gratitude Grant Bonuses ($500 each)

Fidelity Club — Need 12 or more - MET

Chair Challenge — Need Score of 550 or more - MET
Fundraising Goal - Need $6765 - MET

Membership Support— Need 15% or 191 members to donate.

UNMET - only at 76 members donating as of 9/30.
Thank you to everyone who donated at the October 10th and
17th dinners.
Submitted by Tosha Grotenhuis, ENF Chair

6 TO BE READ FOR INITIATION 4 TO BE INVESTIGATED

Gregory Farris Gary Birch INTERVIEWED
Vicky Sneed Sharon Shockley Monica Shepherd
Harrison Salva Connor Salva Jason Durrell
1 TO BE READ FOR Lezlie Dendy
REINSTATEMENT Dalton Smith
Gregory Benefield
5TO BE VOTED ON FOR 6 FOR ORIENTATION
INITIATION Joseph Skrljac Jeffrey Woody
Matthew Donner Dennis Towne | Lucas Richards Tatum Maggard
David Moore Haven Simpson | Charles Bott Lanny Mastin
Wendy Mitchell
1TO BE VOTED ON FOR
REINSTATEMENT
Kaylee Lull
9 TO BE INITIATED
Cynthia Harris John Kilmer Submitted by
Breanna Armnold Sharon Manzella Frank Kerby,
Julie Lucas Brian Schrader Secretary

Kandice Gaver Cristanne Roberts
Tanner Lightle
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Pop Up Shopping = =
Extravaganza

Bits & Stitches

3 Crafty Bt
Creative Sti '

Scentsy & 31
Colorstreet ™
Pampered Chef

Terrie Richards Baskets

Charmed Creations

Sadie’s Treats

Permanent Jewelry

JKB Embroidery

Ty’s Custom Creations

SparkleE’s Rhinestones
& Bling

Skyline Senses

Damsel in Defense

S.H.LLF.T.

Made in Faith

Treisha’s Bead Bar

Rick Rose Christmas
Decor

WANTED:
NEWSLETTER
EDITOR
This is a great

volunteer opportunity!
If you have media

formatting and layout

skills or just want to

help, we’d love to have

you!ll Training will be

provided. You will be
gathering news,

| CHRISTMAS BASKET PROGRAM
3 Groroine

calendars and
requests for our monthly
newsletter.

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL WHO VOLUNTEERED
TO SHOP THIS YEAR!I! BRANDY MEISENHEIMER

Please contact
Erik Grotenhuis, ER
or Dawn Sweeney
if interested.
Email:
bpoe2509news@gmail.com
Call or text Dawn
@ 816-797-6233

IMPORTANT DATES!!!
DECEMBER 19: PACKING DAY
DECEMBER 20: DELIVERY DAY

ey |
A Illﬁlli L1

Q)

DELIVERY
o

2025-2026 Americanism Essay Contest

“What Does Service to Your Country Mean To You?”

1. Eligible participants must be a student enrolled in the fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth grade during the normal 2025-26 school year,
preceding June 30, 2026. Deadline: Must be submitted to Local Lodge by December 15, 2025.

2. Essay length is not to exceed 300 words.

3. Essay must be typed or legibly printed in ink. Also, Essay must be submitted as written (or typed) by the entrant.

4. Essay must be submitted for judging to the Elks Lodge administering the contest at his or her school or, if unknown, to the Lodge
nearest to the home address of the entrant.

5. Entrant must be identified on essay by name, home address, grade, school attended and sponsoring Lodge. (Lodge may enter Lodge
information on essay cover sheet.)

6. Judging criteria: Originality: Avoid the use of trite or worn out words and phrases — 30 points. Development of theme: Stay focused
on ideas and thoughts. Don’t ramble — 40 points. Mechanics and neatness: Use proper spelling, grammar and punctuation — 30 points.
There are now four separate divisions for judging essays:

*Division |—5th grade; *Division ll—6th grade *Division lll—7th grade; & *Division IV—8th grade

The EXACT theme title must be used and no Al is allowed. Please go to Elks.org under our Lodge News for application and rules.

S S S S o

s N~
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Upcoming Events: 1
Hoop Shoot: December 6 Harvest Moon
Youth Christmas Party: December 14 Barn Party and
Christmas Basket Packing Day: December 19 Baked Goods
Christmas Basket Delivery Day: December 20 Auction
Car & Bike Show Meeting: January 12, 2026
State Hoop Shoot Tournament: January 31, 2026 Entertainment
Blood Drive: February 4, 2026 Ronny Ward Band
7-11PM
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Breakfast Election Day Dinner Lodge Meeting Dinner Entertainment
Lodge Officers 7PM Fran Sousley Karaoke
Classic Breakfast Veterans Team 6-9PM
Committee Mtg
Chiefs Game 5PM Pop Up Shopping | Dart Tournament
Extravaganza 6PM
Daylight Savings
Time Ends
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Breakfast Veterans Day Dinner Elkette Meeting Dinner Wine Auction
Sandi’s Crew Renee McKay 7PM Tasting Begins at
Eggs, B&G or Team 6PM. Auction

Toast, Bacon or
Sausage, Hash

Begins at 7PM
1st Responders

Browns Mtg 6PM
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Breakfast $10 Dinner Lodge Meeting Dinner Around the World
Omelets 7PM in 80 Questions
Entertainment NEWS DUE!! Trivia Night
Chiefs Game Kim Osborne 6PM
7-10Pm
Cinnamon Rolls
$2 Each
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Breakfast Dinner Thanksgiving Dinner Holiday Meal for
TBA-Cooking Burgers & Fries Pork Steaks, Woods Chapel
Team Chiefs Game Baked Beans & Lodge
Needed Slaw Delivery 12:30PM
Serve 1PM
Chiefs Game Meal Prep for
Woods Chapel
Lodge
g‘:eakfast MEXICAN MONDAYS: Over $5000 raised for Christmas funds to date in 2025
Veterans

Committee All breakfasts served 8:30 AM to 11 AM. Includes Coffee and Juice.

Classic Breakfast
For Veterans
Funds

“So long as there are Veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.”
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Thinking of You
Barbara Bitnoff

Gary Showalter
Tim Solomon
Britt Weir

Sympathy

Family of Gregory Filer
Family of Rick Hudnell
Gregg Feightner & Family (Gregg’s mother passed away)

NEWS ARTICLES for the DECEMBER newsletter are due
Friday November 21, 2025
Articles may be left in the newsletter mailbox in the

Lodge Secretary’s office or

sent via email to bpoe2509news@gmail.com
Thank you, Dawn Sweeney, Editor

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

3-Anthony Schamel 6-Shawn Perkins 12-Byron Phillips 19-Rick McAfee 25-Stanley Link
3-Narendra Thakker 7-Cynthia Harris 12-Guy Pittala 19-Michael Mickelson 25-Robert Sama
4-Kenneth Barnes 7-James Salley 12-Rocky Weaver 19-Leon Schneider 26-Frederick Brown
4-Frank DeMage 8-Michael Barker 13-Jennifer Ruby 19-Michael Schroeder | 26-Alan Crutcher
1-Michael Collins 4-Mark Halastik 8-Douglas Crawford 13-Tyler Watkins 19-Scott Shane 26-Terry Dicken
1-Daniel Harper 4-Kevin Jenkins 8-Todd Dowell 14-Tanya Alison 20-Mark Carrick 26-Jacob Shores

1-Steve Jackson

4-Richard Linsmeier

8-Kenneth Jenkins

14-Paul Connors

20-Deborah Davolt

27-Debbra Cowan

1-Freddie Kimsey 4-Wilma West 8-Andrew Martin 14-Nathan Kincart 20-Ronald Erickson 27-Robert McCullough
1-Debra Sniff 5-Nina Bosworth 8-David Dowell 15-Joshua Bacus 21-Gary Johnson 27-Phil Meisenheimer
1-Adam Williams 5-Trisha Burns 9-Donald McGowan 15-Scott Patton 21-Casey Lewallen 28-Scott Matthews
1-Allison Wilson 5-Ronald Hubbard 9-William Padfield 15-Debbie Shahan 22-Aaron DePee 28-Steve Miles
2-Paula Austin 5-George Sharp 9-Kyle Wilson 16-William Kidd 22-Kenneth Mitchell 29-Aaron Antrim

2-Randy Bergquist 5-Richard Vaughn 10-Lawrence Carolan 16-Blake Meyer 23-Donald Clements 29-Thomas Ferguson
2-Elden Dilks 6-Jennifer Atkinson 10-James Payton 17-Steven Christensen | 23-George Gambill 29-Kimberly Sego
2-William Gibbs 6-Chad Benshoof 10-John Shull 17-Michael Elliott 23-Rick Lafal 29-Diana Summers
2-Jared Hardin 6-Betty Deterding 11-Marvin Croft 17-Michael Hefley 23-Matthew Lindsey 29-Hugh Welsh
2-Edna Stone 6-Shawn Estill 11-Darren Luppens 17-Darren Meyer 24-Michael Beard 30-Charles Adkins
2-Cecelia Welsh 6-William Fickle Jr 12-Christinia Ballinger 17-Ronald Norman Jr 24-Bradley Slaybaugh | 30-Rodney Barnett

3-Lynn Costigan 6-Donald Leven 12-Kent Burkett 17-Lance Pollard 25-Robert Brown 30-Stephen Hammers

3-Frank Kerby 6-Lee Martin 12-Sandra Jackson 19-Alex Kormendi 25-Tad Choate 30-Joseph Lopez
NOVEMBER SPOUSE BIRTHDAYS

3-Lisa Adams 11-Herman Meisel 18-Jody Burgard 22-Kristi DePee 25-Dana Tucker 28-Cindy Parnell

4-Stephanie Harrill 12-Stacy Hall 18-Cathy Redford 22-Stephainie Myers 26-Laura Martin 29-Nicci Richardson

4-Garry Ward 12-Kimberly Phillips 18-Tish Roberts 22-Terri Weems 26-Neawanna Sloan

7-Cathy Franklin 12-Bretta Wyatt 19-Sara Habben 23-Irene Korotev 26-Fran Walden

8-Beth Paschall 13-Linda Bell 19-Shelly McCanless 23-Cyndi Watkins 27-Stacey Danaher

9-Desirae Tubbs 16-Anita Seever 20-Karen Erickson 24-Georgianna Bartolotta | 27-Buffy Wyman

11-Peggy Kappelman

16-Kent Shahan

21-Natalie Knisely

24-Cynthia Frederico

28-Jaci Amberson
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Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks
Blue Springs Lodge #2509

100 NE Brizendine Road

Blue Springs, MO 64014

Telephone: 816-229-6081

Fax: 816-229-2867

Instituted: March 11, 1974

NOT FOR PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
BLUE SPRINGS, MO

PERMIT #16

Lodge Meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays Monthly at 7:00 p.m.

Lodge Opens: 2:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. Monday—Friday

Lodge Opens: 11:30 a.m.—10:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2025-2026 Lodge Officers

2025-2026 Elkette Officers

Exalted Ruler Erik Grotenhuis

President Rhonda Sullivan

Esteemed Leading Knight Shane Stiles

Vice President Lee Ann Nelson

Esteemed Loyal Knight Virginia DeBoard

Recording Secretary Patty Dresser

Esteemed Lecturing Knight Nina Bosworth

Treasurer Sherri Haupt

Corresponding Secretary Laurie Doutt

Historian Renee McKay

Sergeant-at-Arms Gina Lee

Secretary Frank M. Kerby, PDDGER/PER
Treasurer Jennifer Atkinson

Esquire Anthony Carlson

Chaplain Chari McNamara

Inner Guard Steve Hammers

Tiler Avan Solomon

5 Year Trustee Roger Erickson, PER/PDDGER

4 Year Trustee Robert McCullough, PER

2025-2026 House Committee
House Committee Chair: Steve McKay
House Committee: Bryan Haupt, Kevin Doutt, Alan Moodly,
David Bosworth, Chris States, Kathy Lochman, Kevin Billups
Bar Manager: Jeremy Nickell Meeting Room: David Bosworth
Inside Maintenance: Alan Moody Kitchen Manager: Chip Miller

3 Year Trustee Steve Solomon, PER

2 Year Trustee Ken Billups, PER/PDDGER/PST

1 Year Trustee Buzz Atkinson, PER/PDDGER

Entertainment Committee: Julie Musgrove, Renee McKay, Laurie
Doutt, Karey Feightner, Gina Lee, Kylene Hefley, Kim Osborne, Sherri
Haupt, Janice Cunha, Sarah Nickell, Christina Miller, Melanie Earhart and
Nina Bosworth

Downstairs Elks Charities: Logan Sousley
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