
Rotterdam Lodge Bulletin 2157
November 2025 Vol. XXXVII Issue 7“The Community Charitable Organization”

– Charity –  Justice  –  Brotherly Love  –  Fidelity  –

Be sure to follow us on Facebook (@RotterdamElksLodge2157) & Instagram (Elks.2157)
Membership has its benefits, enjoy them.

Lodge Activities 
Save the dates!
2nd &  4th
Wednesdays @ 7pm

At a Glance…
November 2025
1st Turkey Shoot
4th Election Dinner 5-7
5th DD Previsit
6th LORE Meeting
7th Music in the Lounge
11th Veterans Service 12p
12th DD Pedro’s Visit 7pm
13th Membership Bingo 7p
15th Polish Night
16th Hometown Heros
19th Board Meeting 6:30p
21st Music in Lounge
23rd Last DD Visit 
Watervliet Lodge  11am
25th Lodge Meeting 7pm

December 2025

3rd Elks Memorial Service
4th LORE Meeting
5th Music in Lounge
6th Kids Xmas Party

REMINDER
Second Lodge Meeting in November takes place on a 
Tuesday. This year it is on Tuesday the 25th at 7pm
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Past Exalted Rulers
Henry Purzycki (d)
Malcolm Dawes (d)
Henry Liedkie (d)

Wilson Layman (d)
Arthur Shartrand, PSVP (d)

Edward Krusze (d)
Ernest Durant (d)
Peter Kilgus (d)

James Cromer, PDDGER (d)
Charles Burke (d)

Alexander DeMarco (d)
James Barkley (d)

Thomas Roberts(d)
John Bowers, PSVP, (d)

Martin Kehoe, Jr. (d)
James Whittaker, Jr. (d)

Alfonso DiNola (d)
William Strang (d) 

Joseph Vullo
Raymond Slingerland, PDDGER, PSVP

John D. Ryan, Sr. (d)
Robert L. Pollard, PDDGER

John B. Shiely (d)
 Leonard L. Pinkowski

Hon. Vito C. Caruso PGFM PDDGER

Daniel P. Keon (d)
Thomas Gardner (d)

Emmett Paige (d)
Dave Mincarelli (d)

Stanley J. Bandos (d)
James Walts (d)
Jacob Lederman

Dale Guldenzopf (d)
Henry Tews (d)

Joseph E. Fingerhutt (d)
Martin Leonard, PSVP (d)

Skip Kane (d)
David F. Peck, PDDGER (d)

Daniel A. Colose (d)
Jack Chandler (d)
Fred Davidson (d)

Gregory Goff
Jeffrey C. Lodge. PSVP

Gerald Casso, Jr.
Gerard T. Morris
Todd Hotaling

Pedro S. Rosa, PSVP
John A. Califano

Mel D. Oliveira Jr., PDDGER
Dennis Whittemore (d)

Stephen Luther
Charles A. Pemburn, PSVP

John Gosch
Brian Speech
James Resila

Robert Gradoni
Peter Northup

Charles A. Pemburn, PSVP
Josh Roy

Timothy Walsh
Jackie Oliveira, SVP

Mike DeHart
Brian McKim

Tim Walsh, PER

Lodge Contact Info.

Lodge Phone
518-355-4244

Secretary Phone
518-522-5760

Bulletin Email
2157news@gmail.com

Secretary Email
bpoe2157.sec@nycap.rr.com

Hall Reservations
Jackie 518.522.5766

Catering / Kitchen 
Ordering

Lori 
518.419.8491

www.elks.org
www.rotterdamelks.com

The time to volunteer 
is now. The time to 
help your lodge is 
upon you… 

Lodge Officers
Exalted Ruler - Mary Bonitatibus 
Leading Knight -  Patrick Hickey
Loyal Knight - Jessie Cameron
Lecturing Knight - Darcy Brem
Secretary - Mel Oliveira, PER, PDDGER
Treasurer - Monica Isles
Esquire - Robert Gradoni, PER
Chaplain- Jeff Butler
Inner Guard - Jeanne Walsh
Tiler - Andrea Clemens

Trustees
Hon. Vito Caruso, PGFM
Patrick McDonald
Donald Tefoe
Lori Cilberti
Jackie Oliveira, PER, SVP

Board Chairman
Hon. Vito Caruso, PGFM

Lodge Adviser
Mel Oliveira, PER, PDDGER

History and Memories

Do you have some fun 
images from the years here 
at the 2157? If so please 
consider sharing them. 
Email them to:
2157newsletter@gmail.com

NO ALCOHOL In printed 
images are permitted by 
Grand Lodge Protocols.  

The men's bocce league recently held their 
summer league banquet. Pictured is the 
winning team for the 2025 summer season. 
Left to right Jeff Delefano, Tony Riccio, Alex 
Zogas and Mark Apollo.

Thank you Brien!
See the Lounge 
Message for more info.

mailto:2157news@gmail.com
mailto:bpoe2157.sec@nycap.rr.com
http://www.rotterdamelks.com
mailto:2157newsletter@gmail.com


Dear Fellow Elks,

Fall has arrived with beautiful, crisp mornings. The past month at our Lodge 
has been buzzing with activity, and our indoor leagues kicked off with great 
excitement. It’s wonderful to see the Lodge being enjoyed by so many of our 
members.

Our Oktoberfest was a tremendous success! I am deeply grateful to all the 
volunteers who helped make it happen. We are now preparing for our next big 
event: Polish Night on November 15, 2025. Please see the flyer at the Lodge 
and in this newsletter for details. If you’d like to volunteer, let me know. 
Tickets will be available at the bar—gather your friends for another fun 
evening! We hope to see you all there.

This month, I am proud to recognize Tom Fonda as our Elk of the Month. 
For over 40 years, Tom has quietly contributed to the Lodge in countless 
ways—through the work crew, organizing the poker and bocce leagues, and 
more—often while facing his own personal challenges. His positive attitude 
and friendly demeanor embody the true brotherhood of Elks. If you see Tom, 
please thank him for his dedication to Rotterdam Lodge #2157.

Finally, please mark your calendars for November 12, the date of our District 
Deputy Visit with our own DDGER, Pedro Rosa. The meeting begins at 7:00 
p.m. Your officers have been working diligently to perform their ritual, and I 
would love to see you there to show your support.

As always, I close with this reminder: please do your part to exemplify 
Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity.

Yours in love and kindness,

Mary Bonitatibus, Exalted Ruler

A M
essage From

 O
ur ER



As the holiday season approaches, so 

do exciting events at our

Rotterdam Lodge.

On Election Day November 4 th from 

5-7, Major Projects will be

hosting a delicious roast beef dinner 

with all the fixings for only

$15 per person. You can eat in or take 

out.

We hope to see everyone there.

All my best,

Pat Hickey, MP Chair

In The World of Major Projects

Save the date 
January 31 2026

Charity Ball 



Turkey Shoot November 
1st
Join us for a night of Pies, 
Turkeys & Prizes.

Come enjoy a night of fun 
& fellowship at your 
lodge.

Bringfamily.

SUPPORT YOUR LODGE!!!

Plan to support your lodge 
by attending the DD Visit 
here at your lodge on the 
12th of November. DD Pedro 
is from our lodge and we 
want to have a good 
showing that night to support 
him. AND our ritual team will 
be competing for All-Star 
status in the district. AND 
there is a dinner after… It 
will be a good night at our 
lodge so be there.



ENF HONOR ROLL

Gold
Mr. Paul A. Harasimowicz

 
Bronze

PDDGER Mel D. Oliveira Jr.
PSVP Pedro S. Rosa
PER James A. Resila

PER Timothy A. Walsh
 

Permanent Benefactors
PDDGER, PSVP Raymond D. 

Slingerland
PER Jocelyn J. Roy

PER Jacqueline A. Oliveira
Mr. Jonathan P. Nocera

 
Honorary Founders

PSVP Martin V. Leonard Jr.
PER Morse V. Kane

PER Charles A. Pemburn PSVP
Mr. Robert R. Creatura
Mr. Richard H. Ferro
Mr. Edward Girardot

Mr. John D. Kowalczyk
Mr. Charles E. Newman

Mr. Lewis A. Ross
Mr. Craig R. Thorsland

Mr. Frank R. Zadlo
Ms. Lorraine Cilberti

Mr. Wells M. Farr
Edward Girardot

Robert P. Gradoni

Sickness & Distress
Contact Thomas Salli with 
names you know who need 
an Elky Smile while they 
heal.
Frank DeSerbo
Dick Durant
William Frank
Robert Pandori
James Resila
Call Tom: 518-355-8955

WOW! November already!
Make sure you’re at our November 6th meeting to hear about, 
and sign up for this year’s Christmas party being held on 
December 4th. For questions, or to sign up, contact Monica 
Isles, chairperson. Remember that all female guests are 
welcome to attend. I’m looking forward to a fun night!

Busy November:
11/1- Turkey shoot
11/4- Major Projects roast beef dinner
11/13- Bingo in the lounge
11/15- Polish Night ( tickets sold at the bar)

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

Sharon Nicklaw
LORE President

L.O.R.E. Message



Secretary/House Corner 
We will be voting on membership for the below listed candidates, at our November 25, 2025 Lodge Meeting.  Please 
note that this is the second meeting in November and is on a Tuesday.
 
CANDIDATE                                   PROPOSER
Linda McDonald                         Patrick McDonald
Bradley R. White                         Steven Fusco
Andrew S. Barry                           Jeaninne Mannarino
 
REINSTATEMENTS
Richard Whiting
Michael Dufek
Charles White
 
 
We will have initiation on November 12, 2025, during the DDGER Visitation to our Lodge.  Indoctrination for those 
coming in on November 12, will be on November 11.
We have 84 members who have not paid their dues thus far.  Please take a look at the list herein and reach out to 
help those on the delinquent list to good standing.  Last year we ended with +4 members.  Let’s hit higher this year.  
We are doing great thus far.
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November  Events At Rotterdam  
2157

Mondays: Womens’ Bocce & Darts
Tuesdays: Womens’ Bocce
                  Womans’ Shuffle Board 
Thursdays: Mens’ Bocce
1st Turkey Shoot
4th Election Night Dinner 5-7
6th LORE Meeting
7th Music in the Lounge
11th Veterans Day Service
12th DD Visit @ Meeting 7pm
13th Membership Bingo 7pm
15th Polish Night
16th Hometown Heros
21st Music in Lounge
25th Meeting on Tuesday 7pm

November 1st TURKEY 
SHOOT!!!!

Elks Memorial 
Service 
December 3rd
7pm


