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Message from the Exalted Ruler, Mike Betenbaugh 
 

     To all the members of Houston Elks Lodge 151, as I am writing this 
article for the October 2025 Tracks we are getting ready to go to the 
Texas Elks State camp in Ottine for the annual Homecoming  
celebration.  At Homecoming all the Sweethearts in the state of Texas 
will be recognized and shown appreciation for all their hard work and 

efforts for this year. The Sweethearts in Texas work very hard to raise funds for the 
camp at Ottine. At this camp, which has seven 6 day sessions for children who have 
special needs, and foster children, they are given an opportunity to experience some 
time where they can do something that will stay with them forever. That is, they get to 
do something different from their daily routine. Without the support of all who contrib-
ute to our Sweethearts none of this would occur. Thank you to everyone who supports 
all the Sweethearts in the great state of Texas. 
 
     October 11

th
 there will be a Community Garage Sale conducted by your Lodge 

Sweetheart. The 17
th
-19

th 
is a three day chili cookoff. TESA Fall Conference will be 

the 24
th
-26

th
.  On the 31

st
 is our annual Trunk or Treat for the children of our local 

community. Come on over and show your support during these events. 
 
     How can we bring in new members? That is by inviting your family members, 
friends, and work associates to an event at your Lodge, and show them what the Elks 
are all about. How can we keep existing members interested in your Lodge? That can 
be done by giving them a call, telling them that they are missed around your Lodge, 
and invite them to attend an event. The monthly steak night is a great opportunity to 
share with others what your Lodge has going on, but also what the  
Order of Elks has to offer folks. 
 
     In closing, our volunteer for the month of October is our Sweetheart Tereza Legler. 
Thank you Tereza for all you do around our Lodge  
 
Fraternally, 
Mike Betenbaugh 
Exalted Ruler 
 

 

OCTOBER 
2025  
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PARTICIPATION, PARTICIPATION, PARTICIPATION!!! 
 
We need you. Come out to the Lodge and take part in some of the great  
activities that we have planned. We have some hard working members at this 
Lodge who are giving their time and effort to make this a more enjoyable place 

for all of you. Your participation will let them know that their efforts paid off. 
 
Our Fall Conference in San Antonia is this month and hope to see some of you there. All infor-
mation and schedules are on the Texas Elks State Association site. 
 
When we get back from Fall Conference, we will really start getting into the busy holiday season. 
This will be a fun packed next few months around the Lodge and will include things for some of 
those less fortunate than our selves.  
 
We still need for all members to work to bring in new members for our Lodge. 
 
Thanks for all that you do for our Lodge and I hope to see you there real soon. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Jim Grissom 
Secretary  
Gulf Coast District, Area Special Representative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     
Bob Englander 
George Gomez 

Cindy Rowland’s Sister 
Cindy Dingas 

                                         
 

Passing of PER John Kahler 
Passing of Eduardo, the Brother of George Gomez   

Passing of the Niece of Richard Novak 
 
 

From the Office of the Secretary 
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.I was in the Elks’ website the other day to file ENF paperwork and I ran across the 
Elks Mission statement. My first thought was that it was covered in our obligation, but 
I read through it as follows: 
 To inculcate the principles of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to 
recognize a belief in God; to promote the welfare and enhance the happiness of its 
Members; to quicken the spirit of American patriotism; to cultivate good fellowship; to 
perpetuate itself as a fraternal organization, and to provide for its government, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America will serve 
the people and communities through benevolent programs, demonstrating that Elks 

Care and Elks Share.  Sure enough, it is about what we promised in our obligation, but this is a good short 
summary in modern English, (except for inculcate). Many of its tenets we practice in the  
routine of lodge activities. Some of the most obvious in the normal course of events at our lodge are 
Sweetheart & ENF events, prayers to open and close meeting, pledges to the flag, our POW table, and 
voting in elections and board meetings.  However, some of our best opportunities to promote the welfare 
and enhance the happiness of its members and to perpetuate itself as a fraternal organization, are not as 
obvious. A great way is to change where you routinely sit at dinner or in social quarters. You could  
engage in an activity that is not your norm. Also, we all do a better job of greeting and engaging with each 
other and not just our closest brothers. If there is someone you don’t recognize, make a special effort to 
get involved in interaction. It could be a visiting Elk, a potential member or a long time Elk seeking to  
actively engage again. You could be the spark that helps to perpetuate our organization. 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
Loyal Knight 
Susan Midyett 

From the Esteemed Loyal Knight  

 
 
 
 

From the Sweetheart of Houston 151 
 

 
 

                                         Sweetheart News Flash! 

  Mark your calendars! 
Community Garage Sale 

  Saturday, October 11th 

  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.    Bingo Hall 
 
Bring your treasures! If you are donating items, please have them priced before dropping them off. 
Want to sell your own items? Tables are available for just $10.00. Let’s spread the word and raise 
as much money as possible for our Special Needs Children! 

  Lots of great bargains – don’t miss it! 

  Volunteers always welcome – let me know or show up to help. 

 

  CASI Chili Cookoff 

  October 17th, 18th, & 19th 

  Friday Night Fun with Brett Axelson and Chef Paul Alvarado – come hungry, ready to dance, and 
enjoy the entertainment! 

  Sunday Fundays are back! 
Football season is here, so let’s gather, share food, and enjoy the games together. Bring a dish to 
share, and on some Sundays, we’ll even have food contests to spice things up. 
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Our Veteran’s Committee  
stay hard at work distributing  

Veteran Welcome Home Kits every month  
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AL Olmos received  
the prestige’s  
Elks National  

Foundation Award  
for giving an  

accumulative donation 
of $5000  

 
 

 
 

Members of the 
Houston 151 

Bingo Committee  
presented the 
Stafford High 

School Special 
Education   

Department with a 
donation of $1000 

from combined 
Charity and Bingo 

funds  
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The Fabulous District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Team  
for the Gulf Coast District 

 
DDGER—Lowell Neinast 

Esquire to the DD—Debbie Kuhnley 
Auditor to the DD—Dean Holtke  

Secretary to the DD—Robin Houghton 
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Honoring our POW/ MIA 

Volunteer for the month of  
OCTOBER 

                      

                 Thank you for everything you DO !! 
 

Tereza Finch 
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          To our OCTOBER Members 
 

 

     01  Terry Doig 

       Charles McMullen 

     02  Melba Doonan 

                                                                           Janie Rengifo 

                                                     03                  Brian Crawford 

     04  Pauline L. Tamsett 

                                                     06                  David L. Sullivan 

                                                     08                  Jason Pritchard 

                                                     11                  Holly A. Keller 

     12                  Junice Lawrence Cooley 

       Thomas D. Kanak 

                                                     16                  Nora Saenz 

     17                  Matthew Gabrilska  

                                                     18                  Mandy Diane Lindsey 

                                                                           Eduardo Penafiel 

                                                     20                  William Herndon 

                                                                           Katherine Klimpel 

                                                     22                  Juan Colchado 

                                                                           Gloria Harvey 

                                                     24                  Zbigniew Marcus Ostrowski 

                                                     26                  Steven Kishbaugh 

                                                     27                  Nancy Ayres 

                                                                           Joyce Cooley 

                                                                          Troy McMullen 

                                                    28                  Ginger Bierman 

                                                                          Glenn C. Schulz 

                                                    29                  Kathleen Hinkle 

                                                                          Bruce Wilkins 

                                                    31                  John Cheek                    
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Watch for email and Facebook updates and the weekly “What’s Happening” 
                 

      
 OCTOBER 2025 
 Oct. 3         Steak Night 
 Oct. 10         ENF Dinner 
 Oct. 11                    Garage Sale  
 Oct. 17                    Sweetheart Dinner with music by - 

                                                  Brett Axelson and Guest Chef Alvarado  
 Oct. 17-19               CASI Cook Off  
 Oct. 24-26               TESA Fall Conference in San Antonio 
 Oct. 31                    Halloween Trunk or Treat 
 
NOVEMBER 2025 
 Nov. 7                      Steak Night 
 Nov. 27                 Thanksgiving Day Feast  
 
DECEMBER 2025 
 Dec. 5         Steak Night 
 Dec. 7                     Members Annual Memorial Service  
 Dec. 13         Lodge Hoop Shoot 9am @ Stafford Middle Gym 
 Dec. 13                   Veterans Christmas Dinner 1pm 
 Dec. 19                   Lodge Christmas Party  
  
 
                                Lodge Meeting every Tuesday 7:30pm 

Accept for December.  Meetings will be held on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday 
 

Wednesday Wings n Things 5pm, menu served 5-6pm   

 Thursday BINGO 7pm (gates open at 6pm)  
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151 having FUN  
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151—working hard and having FUN ! 
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LODGE OFFICERS 2025-2026 
 Exalted Ruler                  Mike Betenbaugh, PER  

  Est. Leading Knight                     Cindy Rowland  

         Est. Loyal Knight        Susan Midyett 

        Est. Lecturing Knight                 Troy Lynn Betenbaugh 

           Secretary                  Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASR 

                                       Treasurer                                      Renay Bennett, DDGER  

           Tiler     Terrie Wetz 

           Esquire      Robert Marshall 

            Chaplain            Velia Stroud  

           Inner Guard            George Gomez  

                                       Vocalist    Joy Olmos. PDDGER 

           1-Year Trustee            Martha Gutierrez  

           2-Year Trustee              Sally DiPalma, PDDGER 

           3-Year Trustee            Ann Grissom 

           4-Year Trustee            Chuck Dingas  

           5-Year Trustee      Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS/COORDINATORS   
2025-2026 

 

Accident Prevention     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Americanism     David Rawlins 

Auditing & Accounting     Andy Mishaga, PSP, Earline Grabbe, George Eggleston 

Bar Manager     Ann Grissom 

Bingo      Joy Olmos, PDDGER 

Community Activities     Terry Finch 

Dinner Committee                   Troy Lynn Betenbaugh 

Drug Awareness     Richard Novak Jr. 

Elks Memorial Day     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 
Elks National Foundation     Susan Midyett 

Elks Special Services      Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Flag Day     Lowell Neinast PER, PVP, Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR 

Fraternal Comm.     Jim Grissom PDDGER, ASR 

Friends of 151                             Sue O’Neil & Karen Schulz  

Government Relations     John Atwood, SDGER,   

Hoop Shoot     Ken Boyd PDDGER 
Kitchen Manager     Greg Lindsey & David Rawlins 

Lodge Activities     Terry Finch , Susan Midgett,  

Lodge Bulletin     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Lodge Sweetheart     Terry Finch 

Membership     Lowell Neinast, PER  

Membership Retention     Jim Grissom, PDDGER, ASA 

Veterans Service     Chuck Dingas  

PER Association     Jack Grabbe, PER 

Public Relations     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Scholarship      Cindie Pridy, PER, Earline Grabbe, Susan Midyett 

Ritual     Lowell Neinast, PER, PVP 

Special Services—All     Ramona Mishaga, PER, PFL 

Standing Relief Comm     Mike Betenbaugh, PER 

State Major Project      Terry Finch 

TECSI Grants     Sally DiPalma, DL, PDDGER 

Youth Activities      Susan Midyett 
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Lodge Hours of Operation 
 

Monday - Closed 

Tuesday - opens 4:00 pm 

Wednesday - opens 4:00 pm 

Thursday - opens 4pm 

Friday - opens 4:00 pm 

Saturday - open only when there is an event planned 

Sunday - opens at Noon 
 

Lodge hours subject to change for special events and will close at the discretion of the bartender.  

Look for updates on Facebook and E-Blasts 

 

 
 

Bingo is at the Lodge every Thursday doors open at 6pm! 
 

Volunteers are needed... 
Contact Joy Olmos 

Donate to  

Elks National Foundation 
“it’s the best buck you will ever spend” 

elks.org 

Donate today! 

your donations makes a difference!  


