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THE STAG LINE 
Fall!!! This is by far my favorite season of the year 

here in the Midwest.  The cooler temperatures, 

the harvests from the gardens, the leaves turning, 

and the general regrouping of friends and family 

that are winding down their summer activities all 

are very energizing to me.  For those of you who 

are more on the “summer-side” and are sad be-

cause beach weather is behind us, don’t worry it will be back soon 

enough, and we’ll bemoan the 100 degree temperatures together.  

 

This month will mark a couple of recurring events that get a good 

amount of attention at the Lodge for different reasons, the Fish Fry 

Auction and the Special Needs Halloween Dance.  The Fish Fry Auc-

tion on October 11th is a fundraiser for the Christmas Basket program 

and is a great time if you haven’t attended in the past.  If you have 

summer fish in your freezer that you want to contribute or other game, 

let Chip know as soon as possible so we can set the menu.  We will 

also need auction items to spur some spirited bidding wars during the 

event.  You can contact our Leading Knight Shane Stiles if you have 

any questions about personal or business donations.   

 

The Special Needs Halloween Dance on October 24th is one of the 

events that I really love at the Lodge.  Doug and Angela Jordan have 

been organizing this event for many years as a part of our Youth Com-

mittee activities, and the effect it has on the special needs community 

is noticeable.  Lodge members can decorate tables, hand out candy, 

and dress up in their favorite costumes while our special needs guests 

enjoy food, music, and dancing.  The Youth Committee is always look-

ing for extra hands to help, so if you are interested in helping, reach 

out to Doug Jordan or our Loyal Knight Virginia DeBoard. 

 

October marks the halfway point of the Lodge year, but there is noth-

ing halfway about the good things that the Lodge continues to do.  

Check the newsletter for other upcoming events to get involved in and 

consider joining a standing committee or contributing to an upcoming 

event with your skills as well as donations.  The good we do as a chari-

table organization starts with our members as the people that guide 

the giving as well as doing the work.  When next you attend an event 

or see a committee person, extend a hand or a good word to your 

fellow member volunteers to know that their time and effort is appreci-

ated. 

 

I hope to see you at the Lodge! 

 

Fraternally submitted,  

Erik Grotenhuis-Exalted Ruler 

SPECIAL NEEDS  
HALLOWEEN  

DANCE 
Friday October 24, 2025 

6:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. 
 

Volunteers are needed at 5:00 P.M. 
Volunteers are needed for dance and to  
decorate tables for Trick or Treat Lane 

Prizes will be awarded for the  
Best/Scariest Table 
Table set up anytime  

during the day on Friday. 
Contact Doug Jordan for more information 

racsan1125@msn.com 

Annual Fish Fry  

Food Extravaganza  

and Auction 

Saturday October 11, 2025 

2:00 P.M.   Auction 4:00 P.M. 

 

Please let Chef Chip know if you have any fish 

or other game donations. 

Donations are also needed for the auction. 

All funds raised will go toward  

supporting our  

CHRISTMAS BASKET  

PROGRAM 

 

Questions can be directed to  

Shane Stiles  sstiles1975@yahoo.com 

or 

Virginia DeBoard  virginiadeboard@gmail.com 



 

 OCTOBER 2025 Blue Springs Elks Lodge No. 2509 2 

DART TOURNAMENT 

Saturday October 18, 2025 

Sign up at 6:00 P.M. 

Drawing of teams at 7:00 PM 

$15 Entry Fee:  Half of entry fee goes towards 

Christmas Baskets.   

Pay out: 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

Boards will be covered. 

Contact Bob Arment  gra6770@aol.com 

 

Garry Lincoln: 

Saturday October 4th  7:00 P.M. –10:00 P.M. 

Music Bingo:  

Tuesday October 21st  6:00 P.M.-8:00 P.M. 

Ronny Ward Band: 

Harvest Moon Barn Party & Baked Goods Auction 

Saturday November 1st  7:00 P.M.-11:00 P.M. 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED!!! 

Looking for Callers  
and Shoppers 

Calling begins October 13, 2025 
Please consider volunteering! 

Sign up sheets are  
on the bulletin board. 
Contact Avan Solomon  
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JOIN THE ELKETTES-THEY MAKE A DIFFERENCE!!!   
NEXT ELKETTE MEETING  THURSDAY  OCTOBER 9, 2025  7:00 P.M. 

HAPPY OCTOBER ELKETTE BIRTHDAYS! 
10/8 Janice Cunha, 10/11 Sonya Hibdon,  

10/12 Becky Taylor, 10/17 Dee Lyons,  
10/19 Laurie Doutt, 10/22 Kim Deveney,  
10/23 Fran Sousley, 10/24 Julie Henke,  

10/26 Lori Jo Tharp 

SEPTEMBER MEETING WINNERS 
Cash Drawing:  Gina Lee 

50/50:  Janice Cunha & Leslie Johnston 
COOKING 

10/8:  Officers 
Chicken Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes,  

Green Beans and Cookies 

CONGRATULATIONS ELKETTE OF THE MONTH 

April Johnson 

VENDOR FAIR 
October 17, 2025 

5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. 

Lodge Meeting Room 

$25/6 Foot Table  

Per Vendor 

      2 Tables for $40 

We are requesting that each Vendor donate an item/

items to our live/silent auction.  Vendors are allowed 

to bring one rack. (Please advise in advance). 

Deadline for register is 10/3/25. 

Ways to register: 

1) Drop check made out to “Elkettes” with Vendor 

name and type of products you are selling in the 

Elkette mailbox. 

2) Mail check to:  Elkettes, Attn: Vendor Fair, 100 

NE Brizendine Road, Blue Springs, MO 

64014 

3) Venmo registration to Elkettes 

with needed detail in notes. 

 

Shoppers:  We will have specialty 

drinks for sale and we will sell tickets to drop in  

boxes for the various prizes from our vendors.  Get 

your Christmas shopping started early at our Vendor 

Fair!!! 

 

Questions can be directed to any committee member 

or  Gina Lee.   

@ 816-516-4035 or ginakellylee@gmail.com 

Vendor Fair Committee:  Gina Lee, Renee McKay, 

Laurie Doutt, Sherri Haupt, Rhonda Sullivan, Patty 

Dresser and Lesley Johnston 

Harvest Moon Barn Party  
and Baked Goods Auction 

Saturday November 1, 2025 
Hot Dogs, Chips 

Ronny Ward Band 
Hot Apple Pie Shots for Sale 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elkettes, Fresh Baked Goods Are  
Needed for the Baked Goods Auction!!!   
Dig out those favorite recipes!!! 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who worked, donated and 
attended the Wild West Event.  The event raised 
$1136!  The baskets raised $660!  Thank you to the  
following for donating to the baskets:  Manuela 
Waddell, Stacey O’Neal, Kent Pouncil, Rodger Kirk, 
Julie Musgrove, Amber Richards and the Elkettes 
Basket Committee, Mignon Hollis and Michelle  
Hightower.  The baskets were amazing. 
 
Rhonda Sullivan, Elkette President 
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VETERANS  

COMMITTEE 

 

Food pantry items 

delivered courtesy 

of the Veterans 

Committee to the 

Veterans  

Community  

Project.  

 

FIRST RESPONDER COMMITTEE 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday October 7, 2025  

Before National Night Out in Blue Springs 

SAFE SITTER CLASS-CJCFPD Training Center  

November 4, 2025     9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M 

 

FUNDRAISERS: 

TRASH BAGS    

Fall and Winter are just around the corner!!!   

We have pumpkin and “Happy Holidays” trash bags. 

Orange “Pumpkin” bags are 55 gallon-$3 Each      

Happy Holidays bags are 39 gallon-$12 per roll. 

Blue, White and Yellow Bags  $12 Per Roll 

 

Cash, Check or Venmo      

Make checks payable to  

Blue Springs Elks 2509 

 

 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS:   

$40 Each  Completely ‘green’ and non-toxic, Cold Fire™ wetting agent puts 

out fires, hydrocarbons or polar solvents, as well as metals, tires, asphalt 

and more.  

Please see Virginia DeBoard or any committee member for questions.  

virginiadeboard@gmail.com 

ENF UPDATE 
 

The mission of the Elks National Foundation (ENF) is to help Elks build stronger communities. We fulfill 

this pledge by investing in communities where Elks live and work. We help youth develop lifelong skills, 

send students to college, meet the needs of today's veterans, support the charitable work of the state Elks 

associations, and fund projects that improve the quality of life in local Elks communities. 

 
How do we accomplish this? By member donations! Each year, the Grand Lodge sets the per-member 

giving goal. This year our goal is $5.15 per member, for a total of $6,765.00. 

 

I would like to give a shout-out to our Fidelity Club members who donate on a monthly basis:  

Mr. Michael Hefley 

Mr. Steven Graig 

Mr. Erik Grotenhuis 

Mrs. Tosha Grotenhuis 

We are now halfway through our fiscal year, and as of September 9th our lodge per-member giving is at $2.36 per mem-

ber. This puts us last in our district and 38th out of 72 in the state. 

 

What does this mean? If we do not meet our per-member giving goal, we are ineligible to apply for the $3000 Gratitude 

Grant (and up to $2000 in bonuses!) Just think what projects in our community could use $3000. 

 

If you would like to donate to the ENF, reach out to Tosha at tg066598@gmail.com or check out the resources on the 

bulletin board in the hallway. There is also a poster that allows members to monitor our progress. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tosha Grotenhuis 

Lodge/District ENF Chairman 

Cookie  

Decorating  

Class 

Tuesday  

October 28, 2025   

6:00 P.M. 

$49.00 

 

Sign up via this link: 

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/

E6XGGKQVE8AGG/checkout/

ZQBYO2VVETF74ZKHPK56JN4B 

mailto:tg066598@gmail.com
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MISSOURI ELKS  

FALL  

CONVENTION  

2025 

October 3-5, 2025 

Margaritaville Lake Resort,  

Lake of the Ozarks 

494 Tan Tar A Drive,  

Osage Beach, MO  65065  

Questions can be directed to: 

Brian Crawford, Convention Chairman 

573-821-0468 

OR Betsy Crawford 573-821-0467 

 

 

 

 

WANTED:   

NEWSLETTER  

EDITOR 

This is a great  

volunteer opportunity! 

If you have media  

formatting and layout 

skills or just want to 

help, we’d love to  

have you!!!   

Training will be  

provided. 

You will be gathering 

news, calendars and  

requests for our monthly 

newsletter.   

Please contact  

Erik Grotenhuis, ER  

or Dawn Sweeney  

if interested. 

Email:  

bpoe2509news@gmail.com 

Call or text Dawn  

@ 816-797-6233 MO Elks Association State Bass Tournament  
October 10 – 11,2025  
Lake of the Ozarks At Robin’s Resort  
4935 Robins Castle 573-348-2275  
Osage Beach, MO 65065  
The Lake of the Ozarks #2517 will be host Lodge for Friday Night Meeting  
Friday Open 5:00 P.M. Check In 6:00 P.M.  
Meeting 6:00 til complete or asked to leave  
Saturday Awards Banquet 5:00 P.M.  
Come have some fun or just be with the Elks and enjoy a beautiful weekend 
at the lake.  
John Devous 314-608-6901  
Cedar Hill Lodge #2678 East Central District  

anne5003@att.net 

913-522-2640 

A donated basket 

for raffle would be 

appreciated 

Set up starts at 4:30 

$15 for a Table 

$25 for Two Tables 

Join us on November 7th for a fun local shopping event at the  

Blue Springs Elks Lodge!   

100 NE Brizendine Road, Blue Springs, MO 64014 

Your participation will help fund  

youth scholarships in our community. 
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S M T W T F S 
1 

Dinner 

 

NO Veterans  

Committee  

Meeting for  

October.   

See you next 

month! 

 

2 

Lodge Meeting 

7PM 

 

 

 

Fall Convention 

 

 

 

 

3 

Dinner 

 

 

 

 

Fall Convention 

4 

Garry Lincoln in 

the Lounge 

7-10PM 

 

 

Fall Convention 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Harvest Moon Party and Baked Goods Auction Nov 1 

Pop Up Shopping Extravaganza November 7 

Wine Auction November 15 

Trivia Night –Around the World in 80 Questions Nov 22 

 

OCTOBER IS ENF MONTH… 

per tradition PER’s do breakfasts in 

October! 

5  NO 

Breakfast- 

Fall Convention 

6 

Chiefs Game 

 

7 

1st Responders 

Meeting before 

National Night Out 

in Blue Springs 

8 

Dinner  

Elkette Officers 

Chicken Fried 

Chicken 

9 

Elkette Meeting 

7PM 

 

 

 

10 

Dinner 

 

State Bass 

Tournament 

11 

Annual Fish Fry 

and Auction for 

Christmas  

Baskets 

 

State Bass  

Tournament 

12 

Breakfast 

Classic 

 

Chiefs Game 

 

 

13 

Christmas Basket 

Calling Begins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 15 

Dinner 

16 

Lodge Meeting 

7PM 

 

17 

Dinner 

 

Vendor Fair 

 

18 

Dart Tournament 

19 

Breakfast $10 

Omelets 

 

Cinnamon Rolls 

$2 Each 

 

 

Chiefs Game 

20 

 

21 

Music Bingo 

6-8PM 

22 

Dinner 

PER’s 

Sloppy Joe’s & 

Tots 

23 24 

Dinner 

PER’s 

Steak Night 

 

Special Needs 

Halloween Dance 

6-9PM 

 

NEWS DUE!!! 

 

 

25 

9 Pin No Tap 

Tournament  

Blue Springs Bowl 

 

 

 

26 

Breakfast 

Boneless Pork 

Chop and Eggs 

 

 

27 

Chiefs Game 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 

Cookie  

Decorating Class 

6PM 

29 

Dinner 

30 31 

Halloween 

All breakfasts  

($8 except as  

noted) 

All breakfasts 

served  

8:30 AM to 11 AM 

Includes Coffee 

and Juice. 
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NEWS ARTICLES for the NOVEMBER newsletter are 
due Friday October 24, 2025      

Articles may be left in the newsletter mailbox in the  
Lodge Secretary’s office or  

sent via email to  
bpoe2509news@gmail.com       

Thank you, Dawn Sweeney, Editor 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
6-Troy Duncan 9-Lloyd Payton 14-Matthew Davis 20-William Gooch 26-Lori Jo Tharp 

6-Raymond Jones 9-Lewis Weber 15-Theodor Hoener 21-Trenton Jordan 26-Shaun Tilly 

1-Lucas Greco 6-Charles Miller 10-Lee Anderson 15-David Shrout 21-Joe Wyant 27-Roger Bunney 

1-Thomas Irvin 6-Jason Self 10-Timothy Anderson 15-David Stewart 22-James Case 27-Matthew Eckman 

1-James North 7-Mark Boos 10-Lance Rooney 16-Calvin Hyatt 22-Norman Hughes 27-Gerald Meyer 

1-Scott Osborne 7-Wesley Borchers 11-Larry Baugher 16-David Moriconi 22-Kurt Knudsen 27-John Pierce 

2-Donald Hickert 7-Adrianne Heier 11-Doug Hilderbrand 16-Derek Osborn 22-Scott Shafer 28-Steven Outlaw 

2-Kevin Martin 7-Charles Hemme 11-Steven Magel 16-John Welchert 23-James Alleman 29-Kenneth Carlson 

2-Micheal Moody 7-Keith Pugh 11-Tyler Rains 17-Brandon Banks 23-Kenneth Hill 29-John Chacon 

2-Tim Sullivan 8-Charles Burks 11-Darrell Yokley 17-Sandra Brown 23-Mark Thompson 29-Greg Doutt 

3-Gary Christian 8-Janice Cunha 12-David Bosworth 17-Charles Howerter 24-Tiffany Heavner 29-Timothy McAuliffe 

3-Dave Copple 8-Dewey Diggs 12-Justin Gragg 17-James Tharp 24-Tony Maldonado 29-William Padfield 

3-David Haley 8-Christine Kolm 12-James Mann 17-Sherri Walker 24-Jeffrey Mock 30-Bernard Brackman 

3-Martin Hendrickson 8-Roger Meyer 12-Steve Slinger 18-Ronda Barklage 25-Charlotte Lauderdale 30-Richard Brown 

3-Stacey Jelks 8-Shane Stiles 12-Gerold Smith 18-Brian DeMoss 25-Jim Murray 30-David Walker 

5-Landry Gosserand 8-Caleb Walker 12-Becky Taylor 18-Raymond Rosen 25-Jonathan Sullivan 31-Darren Adkison 

5-William Keely 9-Dan Garland 12-Scott Tucker 19-Jennifer Bond 25-Neal Sympson 31-Jason Compton 

5-Erich Martin 9-Lisa Limberg 13-Thomas Bonfield 19-Travis Crutcher 26-Zachery Ferrell 31-Syndey Fairfield 

5-Michael Reynolds 9-Lisa Limberg 13-Charlotte McNamara 19-Laurie Doutt 26-Marilyn Moots 31-Jerry Rinne 

6-Lyle Creason 9-Phillip McAfee 14-Wayne Alderson 19-Russell Revis 26-Eric Nyquist 31-Kevin Smutzer 

OCTOBER SPOUSE BIRTHDAYS 

2-Pat Deeter 11-Katie Pinkham 15-Amanda Cummings 19-Norma Cox 23-Fran Sousley 28-Michelle Ferguson 

2-Kristin Neely 12-Catherine Born 15-Erica Shouse 19-Rick Hill 23-Mark Wald 30-Peggy Buchanan 

7-Thomas Hutchens 12-Mindy Kissner 15-Jessica Smith 19-Sarah Leatherman 23-Billie Wyatt 30-Steven Fairfield 

8-Jackie Doutt 12-Amy Wilhelm 16-Donna Dusenberg 19-Janie Wells 24-Sharee Mobley 30-Susan Stufflebean 

8-Caleb Walker 13-Susan McNeal 17-Cynthia Infranca 21-Jan Burkett 25-Alison MacKay  

9-Shelly Hardin 13-Martine Payton 17-Janice Schons 22-Lynn Banks 26-Mary Chambers 

11-Jessica Lajoe 14-Kathy Erickson 17-Dawn Webb 23-Shanda Clayton 27-Barbara Loftis 

Thinking of You 
Michael Melching 
Cecil Ellis 
Jeff Lawhon 
Frank Kerby 
Gina Lee 

WELKOME NEW MEMBERS 
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Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks                                       NOT FOR PROFIT ORG. 

Blue Springs Lodge #2509                           U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

100 NE Brizendine Road                                 BLUE SPRINGS, MO 

Blue Springs, MO 64014                              PERMIT #16 

Telephone: 816-229-6081 

Fax:  816-229-2867 

 

Instituted:  March 11, 1974 

Lodge Meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays Monthly at 7:00 p.m. 

Lodge Opens:  2:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. Monday—Friday 

Lodge Opens:  11:30 a.m.—10:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

2025-2026 Elkette Officers 

President Rhonda Sullivan 

Vice President Lee Ann Nelson 

Recording Secretary Patty Dresser 

Treasurer Sherri Haupt 

Corresponding Secretary Laurie Doutt 

Historian Renee McKay 

Sergeant-at-Arms Gina Lee 

2025-2026 Lodge Officers 

Exalted Ruler Erik Grotenhuis 

Esteemed Leading Knight Shane Stiles 

Esteemed Loyal Knight Virginia DeBoard 

Esteemed Lecturing Knight Nina Bosworth 

Secretary Frank M. Kerby, PDDGER/PER 

Treasurer Jennifer Atkinson 

Esquire Anthony Carlson 

Chaplain Chari McNamara 

Inner Guard Steve Hammers 

Tiler Avan Solomon 

5 Year Trustee Roger Erickson, PER/PDDGER 

4 Year Trustee Robert McCullough, PER 

3 Year Trustee Steve Solomon, PER 

2 Year Trustee Ken Billups, PER/PDDGER/PST 

1 Year Trustee Buzz Atkinson, PER/PDDGER 

2025-2026 House Committee 

House Committee Chair:  Steve McKay 

House Committee:  Bryan Haupt, Kevin Doutt, Alan Moody, 

David Bosworth, Chris States, Kathy Lochman, Kevin Billups 

Bar Manager: Jeremy Nickell      Meeting Room:  Rick Rose 

Inside Maintenance: Alan Moody  Kitchen Manager: Chip Miller 

Downstairs Elks Charities:  Logan Sousley 

Entertainment Committee:  Julie Musgrove, Renee McKay, Laurie 

Doutt, Karey Feightner, Gina Lee, Kylene Hefley, Kim Osborne, Sherri 

Haupt, Janice Cunha, Sarah Nickell, Christina Miller, Melanie Earhart and 

Nina Bosworth 


