
September 4th, 2025

LODGE NIGHT LODGE NIGHT

Chairman: Dave Wells

LODGE NIGHT VOTINGDD VISITATION ON CANDIDATES

September 18th, 2025
Chairman: Jensen Pacheco

Beginnng September 7 & 8!!!
SUNDAY TAILGATE FOOTBALL & MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL ARE BACK
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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE
Hello Fraternal Family! September is a time of transition—kids heading back to school, the 
pace picks up and our Lodge calendar begins to fill with opportunities to make a difference. 
Whether it’s volunteering at an upcoming event or attending meetings to stay informed, 
your involvement is what keeps our Lodge strong and vibrant.
The Jamboree is just around the corner and it’s a great opportunity for members from across 
the Central District to come together, make new friendships and celebrate what it means to 
be an Elks. This year, the Jamboree will be at the Livermore-Pleasanton Lodge on October 
3rd, 4th and 5th. Details for event have been mailed to our members and will also go out to 
our members through our constant contact email in the coming weeks. Let’s make it one to 
remember! I hope I see you there.
Lodge Nights will resume in September. Our first Lodge Night is September 4th—Teacher’s 
Night. On this night, we will welcome our District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Bill Wims 
and his wife, Nancy, during their official visitation. This is a special night as we get to 
showcase the hard work and dedication of our members.

Elks of the Month 
Corey Bates and Ray Sanchez

Corey Bates has dedicated countless time and resources to our Lodge for many years. Ray 
Sanchez is a newer member, but he has jumped right in with enthusiasm. They teamed up 
to chair our Steak at the Lake event in August. This event is a time-honored tradition of our 
Lodge that brings members and their families together for a fun afternoon. Corey and Ray 
did an outstanding job of carrying on this tradition, preparing excellent food and organizing 
a very successful day at the lake. Thank you both for your time and effort. I appreciate your 
commitment to our Lodge.
I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events and meetings. Let’s continue to live out 
the Elk’s mission of charity, justice, brotherly love, and fidelity—not just in words, but in 
action.
Fraternally, 
Jim Pacheco 
Exalted Ruler

FROM THE DESK OF THE SECRETARY
Our lodge is back in full 
swing now. I like to remind 
members that when turning 
in a new member application, 
there is supposed to be a $25 
processing fee attached in 
cash, check or debit card and 
there is a $30 reinstatement 
fee for those applications. 

Our lodge has sent out envelopes with a book of tickets to be sold for the Central District 
Jamboree. Please see PER John Cale's letter on page 5. Please help our lodge and participate.

Thank you to the members who were able to come and help with folding and stuffing 
envelopes: Jeannette Pacheco, Kimberly Vance, Glenda Hefner, Linda Perry, Diana Hawkes, 
Carlos Orta, PER Candy Soares, Jane Murphy, Vickie Munson, and Miranda Henrickson. 

Jane Lozano 
Secretary
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Exalted Ruler
Jim Pacheco

Leading Knight
Ellen Burk

Loyal Knight
Vickie Munson

Lecturing Knight 
Dawn Williams

OFFICERS FOR 2025-2026
Exalted Ruler.............................. Jim Pacheco
Leading Knight..............................Ellen Burk
Loyal Knight...........................Vickie Munson
Lecturing Knight.................... Dawn Williams
Esquire......................... Miranda Hendrickson
Chaplain.....................................Bart Ramirez
Inner Guard............................ Robert Romero
Tiler..........................................Kenn Working
Secretary..................................... Jane Lozano
Treasurer................................ Len Samuelson
Organist.........................................Joyce Avila

Trustee1...................................Nancy Kissack
Trustee2................................... Ryan Williams
Trustee3.............................Donavan Sizemore
Trustee 4..............................Leonard Redwine
Trustee 5................................. Cyril Lawrence

Bulletin Editor.................................. Bill Gray
Club Manager..........................Jesse Reynolds
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TRAVIS CURTIS, A.C.E.
Branch Manager

DIRECT 209.329.0184 | OFFICE 800.655.3993
TCURTIS@ADVANCEIPM.COM

Lic. #FR41544 QAL# 134092

CALIFORNIA-HAWAII ELKS ASSOCIATION

BIOGRAPHY OF
BILL WIMS, 2025-2026 DDGER

CENTRAL DISTRICT, MODESTO #1282

Bill comes from Cedar Rapids IA and after graduating high school in 1974, he enlisted into the United 
States Air Force (USAF); in 1998, he retired after 24 years. He moved to Modesto, California and is 
married to his wife Nancy, who is also an Elk, and they celebrated their 13th anniversary in March of 
2025. Their combined family includes four sons, two daughters, eight grandsons and three 
granddaughters.

Trained as a Medical Corpman and subsequently as a Surgical Technician/Assistant, he is experienced 
working in medical/surgical clinics and hospitals, 14 years of which he served in a management capacity. 
Bill then came to Modesto to work for a large medical group of physicians. Trained in laser, microwave, 
and radio frequency surgical techniques, he became part-owner of Hi-Tech Medical Equipment Rentals,
LLC in 2008. In 2016 he took over as owner and finally retired in 2022. Bill has attended USAF Senior 
Non-Commissioned Officer Academy, San Antonio College, Modesto Junior College, and the University 
of California Davis.

Bill was initiated into the Modesto lodge #1282 in 2009 and has been a member for 16 years. In 2014
he started in the chairs at the position of Chaplain. He then went to Esteemed Lecturing Knight and
through the chairs to Exalted Ruler in 2018-2019. Since then, he has served as a Trustee, Tiler, Inner
guard, and Esquire. Bill has continued to serve Modesto Lodge as Chair for Lodge Activities,
Scholarship, Mother's Day, Hoop Shoot, and Veterans Committees. He also has served the Central 
District in various Committee Chair positions.

Bill has attended 9 CHEA State Conventions, 9 CHEA Mid Term Conventions, and 5 Grand Lodge 
Conventions.

In 2023, Bill was appointed Association Vice President for the Central District, under Association 
President Brad Smith and First Lady Agnes Smith. Bill believes that the Ritual competition is an 
important tradition of being an Officer and he takes great pride in the participation and promotion of 
memorization in the ritual competition. Bill has won first, second, or third place results in District 
competition in almost all the officer positions he has held.

PURPLE PIG REPORT

Thank you to the following members for turning in their Purple Pigs and donating to 
the State Major Project in August:

We also thank our Lodge members for their generous anonymous donations.
I’d like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has continued to support the 
Purple Pig project. Every coin dropped into a piggy bank is more than spare change—
it’s a step toward changing a child’s life through critical therapy services provided by 
the California-Hawaii Elks Major Project. Together we’re making a diff erence, one coin 
at a time.
Fraternally,
Jeannette Pacheco
Chairman

Richard and Josi Fragnito-Lira
Winford Wilson
Larry Shankland
Lula Powell
Bob Hinson

Ken Van Foeken 
Rick Eason 
Donna Jones 
Laurie Chapman 
Glen Galman

Dante Migliazzo
Joyce Avila
James Buttrey
William Ashworth

SPACE 
AVAILABLE



Ernie Ochoa
Realtor®  |  DRE #01247053

(209) 704-SOLD (7653)
ErnieOchoa15@gmail.com
www.ErnieOchoa.com

3319 M Street
Merced, CA 95348

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated.

Hablo Espanól Commercial Division Manager
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Baxter Johnson
Date of Birth: December 12, 1938
Deceased: December 2, 2024
Initiated: June 20, 2002
Proposer: Clint Moore

George S. Naumann
Date of Birth: August 25, 1925

Deceased: August 13, 2025
Initiated: December 15, 1955

Proposer: Evan F. Estep
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Central District Jamboree
By John Cale, PER – Association President

Every year, on the first weekend in October, our Central District hosts a beloved fundraising event: the 
Jamboree. This rotating weekend celebration—held at a different lodge each year—is packed with fun, 
games, and fierce chili and rib cookoff competitions. But beyond the festivities, the Jamboree serves a 
vital purpose: raising funds to support key district programs like Hoop Shoot, Scholarships, 
Americanism, Veterans services, and other Elks social welfare initiatives.
The Raffle: A Simple Way to Support
Each year, the Jamboree Committee sends raffle tickets to every lodge, which are then distributed to 
members.

• Ticket Pack: 6 tickets for just $10
• Purpose: All proceeds go directly to district programs
• Impact: Over 40 years of fundraising has built a substantial reserve

Last year, the committee voted to distribute $10,000 in grants to lodges that meet specific participation 
criteria. This is our chance to bring some of that money back to Merced Lodge—but we need to step up.
How Merced Lodge Can Qualify for the Grant
To be eligible for our share of the $10,000, we must meet three key requirements:

1. Raffle Ticket Sales
o We must purchase one packet of tickets for every 5 members (20% of membership)
o Last year, we only reached 4%—we must do better
o Action: Buy at least one packet when they arrive in your mailbox. $10 or $20 goes a long

way!
2. Event Participation

o Each lodge must take part in two Jamboree activities
o This includes entering a chili cookoff team and joining in the Jamboree games
o Last year, our participation was minimal—let’s change that

3. Gift Basket Contributions
o Each lodge must provide four raffle baskets, valued up to $50 each
o Merced has always excelled here—let’s keep that tradition strong

Let’s Reclaim Our Reputation
Merced Lodge is a recognized leader in the Central Valley—known for our membership strength, ritual 
excellence, and leadership. But when it comes to the Jamboree, we have fallen behind. It is time to 
change that.
I’m calling on each of you to help restore our standing.

• Buy a raffle ticket packet
• Join a cookoff team or game crew
• Contribute a raffle basket

Together, we can bring pride back to Merced Lodge and secure funding that directly benefits our members 
and programs.
Let’s make it happen—Merced style.

Plate includes Penne Pasta with Hearty Meat Sauce infused with 
Red Wine, Garlic Bread and a Sweet Treat.

For more information contact the Lodge at 209-723-1240 or PER 
RaeLene Pritchard at 209-380-4214.

Wednesday, September 24, 2025

MERCED ELKS PAST EXALTED RULER ASSOCIATION 

DRIVE THRU DINNER

Wednesday, September 24, 2025
Cost $12

Doors open at
4:30 pm to 6:30 pm
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SEPTEMBER F RID AY  N IGHT D IN N ER
September �th ± Chicken Fried Steak 	 Basa
September ��th ± Parmesan Calamari 	 Meatloaf
September ��th ± Salmon 	 Chicken Cordon Bleu
September ��th ± Baby Back Ribs 	 Tilapia
For Friday Night reservations, call Jesse Reynolds at ������������. 
D eadline F or Reservations are to be made by N O O N  on F riday that week.

September 17th, 2025
At the Downstairs Bar

Price:  $25  -  Starts at 6:00 PM

Hello everyone. 
We will be bidding summer farewell with a Bahama Mama, the 

Tropic Thunder, and Teenie Weenie Bikini-tini; our $5 bonus shot will 
be a Melon Mouthful!

Don’t forget to bring your shaker tin, muddler, and martini glass.
Please RSVP to pbelmontes121@gmail.com.

See you there!

Starts at 6:00 PM

will be bidding summer farewell with a Bahama Mama, the 

SEPTEMBER

27

2025 - 2026
CHEA

Learning
Seminars

Join Us for a No-Cost Day
of Learning - Open to All!

Topics Include:

More Information:

Whether you’re an officer, a member, a
spouse or a staff member, you’re
invited to attend! This is a free
educational event designed for
everyone.

Human Resources
Accounting
Purple Pig Tools & Strategies
Insurance
Officer Training
Youth Activities
Membership/Lapsation
Public Relations

Check the website for the complete list

Email Nicole Sato at
Nicolevsato@gmail.com

8:30AM - 3:30 PM

Arcadia # 2025

RSVP Today -
attendance is limited

https://tinyurl.com/2026learningseries

Or scan this QR
code to register

27 W. Huntington Dr.
Arcadia, CA 91007

8:30 AM - 3:30 PM

Stockton #218
8900 Thornton Rd.

Stockton, CA 95209

8:30 AM - 3:30 PM

Santa Barbara #613

150 N. Kellogg Ave
Santa Barbara, CA 93111

Chico #423
1705 Manzanita Ave.

Chico, CA 95926

Vista #1968
1947 E. Vista Way
Vista, CA 92084

OCTOBER

18
NOVEMBER

22

JANUARY

10
JANUARY

24

8:30 AM - 3:30 PM 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM

SEPTEMBER

27

2025 - 2026
CHEA

Learning
Seminars

8:30AM - 3:30 PM

Arcadia # 2025
27 W.W.W Huntington Dr.
Arcadia, CACAC 91007

Join Us for a No-Cost Day
of Learning - Open to All!

Topics Include:

More Information:

Whether you’re an officer, a member, a
spouse or a staff member, you’re
invited to attend! This is a free
educational event designed for
everyone.

Human Resources
Accounting
Purple Pig Tools & Strategies
Insurance
Officer Training
Youth Activities
Membership/Lapsation
Public Relations

Check the website for the complete list

Email Nicole Sato at
Nicolevsato@gmail.com

RSVP Today -
attendance is limited

https://tinyurl.com/2026learningseries

Or scan this QR
code to register

Bingo Kitchen Crew 
Cooks Needed

Looking for 2 members to 
cook once a month for 
about 3 hours on Tuesday 
Night in the kitchen for 
bingo. Members will be 
trained. 
If interested, please call

Ladona Sullivan at 
209-723-2500.



April 2023September 2025

Ad Space 
Available

BIRTHDAYS IN SEPTEMBER
1
Christine Martin
Tarlochan Sohal
2
Michelle Abella
Karen Gray
Curtis Grimes
Dennis F. Mineni
3 
John Ceccoli
Eleanor Dumpit
Patrick N. Lunney
Hou Thao
4 
Kevin Carter
Joseph A. Martinez
5  
Steven Beutel	
Timothy Coehlo	
Charlie Fryar	
6  
Virginia Gonzalez
Lisa Hall
James Marshall
Michael John Pacheco
Lori Waterman
7  
Robert D. Abraham
Mark Hendrickson
Michael Higgins
John G. Sullivan
8  
David Briones
Jose Moraga  
9  
Ralph Arceo Jr.	
Tony Dossetti	
Gary Lucas	
Chris Moorehead	

10  
Charles R. Frost
Tony J. Machado
Wayne R. Stickles
11  
Dana Joyner
Nicholas Kirk
12  
David Bastien
Leslie Nordman
Rosangel Nuno
Richard Peraino
Kimber Rogina
13  
Jennifer Feix
Robert C. Gutierrez
John Libecki
Greg McLaughlin
Clay Nordman
Mike Spielman
Delmar Thorson
14  
Stephen Jones	
Morgan Penner	
Bart Ramirez Sr.
Rick Sapien	
Kimberly Vance
15  
Steven Freitas
Dwight Good
Vicki Graham
Nathan Lewis
Martin Lee Tolleson
16  
Wayne E. Bann
Brandon Todd Smith

17  
Bryn Brock
Dante Migliazzo
Brien Rocha
Nicole Silveira
Dayton Snyder
18  
Ronald Anderson
Nick  Francis
Brankel Nobari
Larry Viani
19
Mark Bliss
Dennis Copus
Annissa Fragoso
William F. Halpin Jr.
Jordan Rodriguez
20  
Patrick F. Beiswanger
Chris Beutel
Jack M. Kelly
Harvey ‘Skip’ Petitt
Janice Van Cleave
21  
Benny M. Cotta
Ian Freitas
Steve Miller
Carolann Zarate
22	
Scott Borba
James Donald Ketchum
Steve Kuykendall
Terrence Marcotte
Greg  Moody
23	
Yulduz Akhmedzanova
Kevin Blake
Adam Gray

24	
Patty Brown
Mark S. Schrieber
Rick B. Scoto
David L. Zimmerman
25	
Don Kuzak
R. Neil Morse
26
Cesar Avila
Constance McKelvey
Kevin Mora
27
Matthew Loeffler
Michael Stephenson
28
Robert H. Crawford
Shelly Haase
Dale Holness
Patricia Ann Jones
Elizabeth Schwartz
Diane Wells
29
Greg Copus
Wesley Gunn
Robin Gunzenhauser
Eduardo Meraz
Fred B. Montoya
Joey Verna Jr.
30
Linda Perry
David Shankel

Steak at the Lake

Our annual Steak at the Lake event was outstanding! We had a large crowd and great 
Elks’ fellowship. Many thanks to all the Elks staff and volunteers who helped put this 
event together. Special thanks to our Chairmen, Corey Bates and Ray Sanchez, and their 
amazing crew, Kristy Bates, Jorge Avelar, Greg Alonzo, Shaun Studley, Dawn and 
Ryan Williams, Ellen Burk, Glen Galman, Kim Vance, Barbara Lourenco, Miranda 
Hendrickson, Jack and Laurie Chapman, Mark Leigh and Tommy “Mr. Beverage” 
Jaroszek; and much gratitude to Ysidro Reyes for donating all the corn and tomatoes.
The raffle was a huge success!  Thank you to all the donors—Super Shop, Dave 
McGhee, Tim Reusch, Josie’s Mexican Restaurant, Kelli’s Boutique, Leighton’s Fine 
Diamonds, Paulie Gonzales, Rosie Gonzales Shelton, Buchanan Hollow Nut Company, 
Mark Leigh, Ellen Burk, Corey Bates, Jim Pacheco, Tom and Jenni Jaroszek and 
Jennie Harvey.



9:00AM-7:00PM

9:00AM-7:00PM

SEPTEMBER 2025
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12 13 14 15 16 17 18

TRACY DD VISITATION
9/11 CEREMONY

2 3 4

9:00AM-7:00PM

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

9:00AM-7:00PM

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

SKY LOUNGE OPEN
9:00AM-7:00PM

MIXOLOGY

9:00AM-7:00PM
LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM
SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM

26

FRIDAY NIGHT
DINNER 9:00-8:30PM

CHICKEN FRIED STEAK
& BASA

YOUNG ELKS NIGHT
CHAIRMAN - JENSEN PACHECO
LODGE MEETING 8PM 
VOTING ON CANDIDATES

PER DRIVE-THRU

OCTOBER 2025

DD VISITATION
TEACHER'S NIGHT
LODGE MEETING 8PM

SHRIMP FEED

WALNUT CREEK 
DD VISITATION

LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM

1 2 3 4
KITCHEN CLOSED

LABOR DAY

5

ORIENTATION DINNER

LUNCH 11:00-2:00PM
SKY LOUNGE OPEN 11:30AM

LIVERMORE/PLEASANTON
DD VISITATION

FIREFIGHTER'S NIGHT
CHAIRMAN JEFF HORTA
LODGE MEETING
INITIATION

CHICKEN FRIED STEAK & BASA
CENTRAL DISTRICT JAMBOREE/CHILI COOKOFF

LIVERMORE/PLEASANTON LODGE

LOS BANOS DD VISITATION

MIXOLOGY
PITTSBURG DD VISITATION
MID NIGHT
CHAIRMAN ED DELDOTTO
LODGE MEETING 8PM

OKTOBERFEST

STOCKTON DD
VISITATION

TAILGATE FOOTBALL
SUNDAY

TAILGATE FOOTBALL
SUNDAY

TAILGATE FOOTBALL
SUNDAY

TAILGATE FOOTBALL
SUNDAY

TAILGATE FOOTBALL
SUNDAY

TAILGATE FOOTBALL
SUNDAY

KARAOKE NIGHT
6:00PM-10:00PM

TRUSTEE MEETING 6PM
HOUSE MEETING 7PM
BOARD MEETING IMMEDIAELY 
FOLLOWING HOUSE

TRUSTEE MEETING 6PM
HOUSE MEETING 7PM
BOARD MEETING IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING HOUSE




